Church Denies Cover-U p
Of a Kennedy Friendship

Senator Frank Church acknowl-
edgéd today that the  Senate
Select Committee on Inmtel-
digence Operations had uncov-
ared evidence tiat President
Kennedy and two reputed or-
ganized crime leaders had a
close friendship with the same
woman in 1961 and 1962. But
he denied published suggestions
that the committee had tried

Text of section of report .
s printed on Page 45. -

to cover up information aboutgporte d that on Feb. 27, 1962,

J. Edgar Hoover, director of the|
Federal Bureau of Investigation,|

the matter.

Mr. Church, an Idaho Demo-
crat who heads the Senate
‘panel, noted today that Mr.
‘Kennedy’s relationship with the
woman had been discovered
during the committee’s inquiry
into Mafia involvement in Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency plots
to kill Prime Minister Fidel
Castro of Cuba during that
'same period.

But the Senator said that
details of the relationship, men-
tioned in a segment of the
committee’s 349-page report on
C.IA. .assassination plots re-
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WASHINGTON, Dec. 15— withheld by unanimous agree-

isaid, originated from Mr. Gian-

ment of the panel’s 11 Senators
on the ground that they wereir-
relevant to the subject at hand.
The brief reference in the
panel’s report did not identify
the person even by sex. It re-
ferred to her only as a ‘“close
friend” of Mr.” Kennedy, to
whormn she allegedly made some
70 telephone calls over a 54-
week period, and of the two
Mafia figures, Sam Giancama
and John Roselli.

Some of the calls, the report

cana’s home. The panel re-

sent a memorandum to the
Attorney General and the
White House stating that the
President’s friend had been
associated with both Mr,
Roselli and Mr. Giancana. On
March 22, 1962, President Ken-
nedy and Mr. Hoover had lunch
together, the report said,
adding:

“According to White House
logs, the last telephone con-
tact between the White House

e

and the President’s friend oc-|

leased last month, had been|Continued on Page 45,Column 1

¢
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luncheon.”

Continued From Page 1, Col. 7
curred a few hours afterr the

The Senate report asserted

that Mr. Giancana, alleged one-
tims head of a large Chicago
crime syndicate who was found
murdered in his home there
several months ago, acted with
Mr. Roselll in late 1960 and
early 1961 on behalf of the
C.LA. in recruiting Cuban agents
who might be persuaded to
poison Mr. Castro's food.

A primary Issue before the
; Sertate Committee was the
% degree of knowledge of such
plots possessed by Mr. Ken-
nedy and others in his Admin-
. istration, and the panel's in-
# terest in the woman was piqued
% by the possibility that she
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¥

t, '2‘ Je” ?:’,‘,

251

% edge of them from the two
% reputed members ¢f the Mafia,
2 which she then passed on to
Mr. Kennedy.

‘She Had No Knowledge’

Mr. Church said today, howe
ever, that “the committee
@ looked very carefuly into this
& matter,” and “the evidence
¥ showed that she had no knowl-
»+ edge of assassination activities
ri.on the part of the Mafia
¢ leaders.” .

%  Forthatreason, he continued,
& the Senate pane] agreed unani-
gmously that it would not be
# ‘appropriate to wade into the
" personal life of the President”
=in its investigation or to add
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detail to the assassination re-
vport that went “beyond the
;subject matter.”
' Mr. Church sald that the
iwoman, who has been identi-
i fied by other sources as Judith
Campbell, was “extensively in-
terviewed” by committee staff
“members, as were “others who
-knew her,” and that there was
“no evidence to suggest that her
relationship with Mr. Kennedy
"thad been encouraged by the
‘Mafia,
. “Had we had such evidence,”
‘the chairman said, “we certain-
1y would have included it. in
~the report.”
i Mr. Church’s disoussion of
-the Campbell matter, which
was first reported last Nov. 18
by the Scripps-Howard news-
‘paper chain, was prompted by
-a charge today by William Sa-
“fire, a columnist for The New
York Times, that the Church
‘comnittee had “attempted a
scover-up” of Mr. Kennedy's re-
Jationship with Miss Campbell.
“  Charges Are Rejected

i, Mr, Church said today that
Mr. Safire’s charges were ‘pre-
“posterous,” and he reiterated
tRat ‘“the committee has in
‘every -case agreed unanimously
fon the actions taken,” and that
#we included everything rele-
svant to assassination I the
- sassassination report.”
i None of the C.LA.’s attempts
ito kill Mr. Castro or Patrice
‘Lumumba, the late Congolese
Prime Minister, weye successful,
ithe Senate committee said, and
;it found no evidence that either
Presitlent Kennedy or his suc-
;cessor, Lyndon B. Johnson, had
been informed of any of the
:anti-Castro plots until after the
i«plots‘ were terminated. ’
i: Brian Monaghan, 3 lawyer for
Miss. Campbell, said in a tele-
gghone interview today that she
#had married and was living
‘inder another name in the San
‘Diego area.
« Mr, Monaghan said that he
thad not yet spoken with the
woman at length about her in-
volvement - with Mr. Kennedy,

Mr. Giancana and Mr, Roselll,
but that he expecfed her to
make a statement to reporters
within a few days. -

Reports Are Varied

- None of the Senators who sit
6n the select committee report-
edly was present when Miss
Campbell was interviewed by
F. A. O. Schwarz 3d, the panel’s
majority counsel, and Curtis
Smothers, the Republican coun-
sel, and. reports of her testi-
mony there vary.

. Committee officials, who were
described today as “very upset”
by the leak of the Campbell
matter last month to the
Scripps-Howard  erganization,
declined repeatedly today to
discuss any aspect of her ap-
pearance,

Other committee sources said
today that every member of the
panel’s staff had been askd to
sign a statement to the effect
that he or she had not been
the source of the leak, and that
sonte, but not all, of the panel’s
members had produced similar
statements voluntarily.

A committee spokesman
would say only that, thus far,
‘the source of the initial leak
regarding Miss Campbell had
not been discovered, -and the
spokesman denied reports that
polygraph, or lie-detector tests
would be administered in the
event that no one confessed.

According to two well-placed
individuals who say they are|
familiar with Miss Campbell's
tightly held  testimony, the
woman told committee investi-
gators that she had indeed
spoken with -Mr. Kennedy by
telephone on numerous occa-
sipns during the period in
question. . ;
' Report is Denied '
- One of the individuals de-
nied emphatically, however, a
report circulating in Washing-
ton today that she had admit-
ked to iptimacies with the late
President.

According to evidence gath-
ered by the Senate committee,
Miss Campbell's relationship
with Mr. Reselli, and subse-
quently with Mr, Giancana, was
discgvered by the Federal Bu-
geali of Investigation in the

course of an organized crime
investigation.

The F.B.I. also uncovered the
fact that some 70 long-distance
calls had been placed from. a
telephone used by Miss Camp-
bell to the White House, and!
on Feb, 27, 1962, a memoran-
dum outlining the apparent:
relationship of Mr. Kennedy's
“friend” with the two Mafia
figures was sent by the F.B.I
to the White House.

The memorandum, signed by
Mr. Hoover, was addressed to




Kenneth O’Donnell, the speciai
assistant to Mr. Kennedy, with
a copy to Robert F. Kennedy,
then the Attorney General and
the late President’s brother.

Evelyn Lincoln, the President’s
personal secretary, reportedly
told the Senate committee that
she had received the Hoover,
memorandum and thought shet
had passed it on to Mr. Ken.|
nedy, but a former high official:
of the Kennedy Administration!
said today he believed that the!
President had not seen it. :

The former official, who!
asked not to be named, tele-:
phoned The Times after the;
appearance of Mr. Safire’s col-
umn and said that while he
recailed that Mr. Kennedy,
while a Senator, met Miss
Campbell in 1958, he believed
that she rever saw thePresi-
dent once he entered the White|
House. '

The question of whether the
FBI. tried a second time to
bring Miss Campbell’s connec-
tion with Mr. Giancana and Mr.
Roselli to Mr. Kennedy’s atten-
tion was addressed in the Sen-
‘ate committee’s report in a
reference to a luncheon meeting
between the President and Mr.
Hoover on March 22, 1962.

Mr. Hoover, the report said,
was briefed about the affair by
-aides in advance of the meeting,
‘and although there was no rec-|
ord of what was discussed over
lunch, “the last telephone con-
tact between the White House
and the President’s friend oc- |
curred a few hours after the
luncheon.” ]

The former Kennedy aide
said today, however, that he
was present for all but five
minutes of the hour-long meet-
ing, and that ‘the Campbell
matter was not discussed while
he was in attendane..




