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U.S. Firearms Unit 
Day Before Attack 

By JOHN M. CREWDSON 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 25 — 
Sara Jane Moore, whe is ac- 
cused of attempting to assas- 
sinate President Ford, took 
part in an undercover Treasury |. 

Department operation against. 
a suspected illicit firearms deal- 

ar a day after the department’s. 
San Francisce bureau was noti-. 
fied by the police that the 

woman had made what ap-' 
peared to be a threat against, 
the President's life. . 

In the operation Miss Moore, 
45 years old, introduced an un- 
dercover agent of the depart- 
ment’s Bureau of Alcohol, To- 

bacco and Firearms to the deai-|; 
er, Mark Fernwood. That oc-!. 

curred on Sunday, a little more}! 
than 24 hours before Miss! 
Moore is alleged to have fired): 
a shot at Mr. Ford on a crowd-!. 

ed San Francisco street. 
A spokesman for the alcohol, 
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Continued From Page 1, Col, 4:84". She is said to have re- 

tobacco and firearms unit here 
declined comment when asked 
why. the operation had been al- 

plied that she did. . 
‘The inspector, the sources 

said, then communicated the 
thrust of Miss Moore’s remarks 
to the San Francisco offices of 

lowed to proceed in view ofithe Secret Service, which is re- 
reports of the woman’s appar-!sponsible for protecting the 
ent threat or whether Federal! President: FBI, and the 
funds had been used to pur-|Buteau of Alcohol, Tobacco and chase the pistol allegedly used Firearms, for which she was 
against the President. 
*“ Although Miss Moore, ac- 
cording to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, had served for 
about a year as an undercover 
F.B.I, informer, her relationship 
With that agency was termin- 

then working as an informant, 
presemably in an investigation 
of Mr. Fernwood. 

Morning Meeting 

Early the next morning, these 
sources said, the inspector met 

wat Miss Moore and she showed ated in June, and it is not clear 
whether the F.B.1. or any other 
Federal agency had knowledge 
of her association with the fire- 
arms unit, : 

oats Second Purchase 

‘It was early on the day of 
the alleged assassination at- 

him a .44 caliber revolver pur- 
chased from Mr. Fernwood two 
weeks earlier, 

The inspector left, intending 
to ask uniformed officers to 
question the woman later in 
the day. 

In the meantime, the sources 

tempt that Miss Moore, who Said, Miss Moore accompanied had been serving as a Treas- 
ury Department informer, pur- 

the Federal firearms agent,! 
identified only as “Chuck,” to 

chased from Mr. Fernwood the Mr. Fernwood's home in:Dan- 
.38.caliber revolver used in the 
attack on the President. © 
According to Government 

ville, Calif., about 20 miles 
east of San Francisco. _ 
During the visit, Miss Moore 

sources familiar with the events'gave Mr. Fernwood, who has 
of. last weekend, Miss Moore,/¢escribed himself as a legiti- 
aidivorced mother, telephoned|mate collector of firearms, a 
a. San Francisco police inspec-|$125 check in payment for the 
tor late Saturday night and sug-|.44-caliber revolver. 
gested in the course of the 
conversation that she might be 
inclined to “test” the Presi- 

Purchase Planned 

The Federal agent, sources! 
dential security system during!said, had been sent to meet 
an.appearance by Mr. Ford at!Mr. Fernwood, from whom he 
Sfanford University on Sunday./later hoped to purchase some 
“The inspector, who had!weapons that could be used in 

lnown Miss Moore in her role|the case against the man, But 
as:an informant for the San|the agent departed without 
Francisco Police Department,/completing a transaction. 
is.reported to have asked Miss After Miss Moore’s return to 
Moore whether she owned a'her home in San Francisco's 

|Service agents planned to in- 

Mission District, two San Fran- 
cisco policemen met her and. 
confiscated the .44 caliber re-| 
volver, which she was carrying, 
unloaded, in her purse. 

The police inspector, Jack 
O’Shea, said in an interview 

today that the department’s 
prime consideration on Sunday 
‘was Mr. Ford’s safety during 
his pperance at Stanford. He 
added that Miss Moore was 
charged with a misdemeanor 
weapons-possession offense and 
held in custody until it was.no 
longer possible for her to drive 
the 40 miles to the university 
before Mr. Ford had left. ; 

At that point, Inspector! 
O’Shea said, his department 
called the Secret Service’s San 
Francisco office, described Miss 
Moore’s actions and asked 
whether. she should be retained 
in custody. 

interview Planned 

‘But the police are reported 
to‘ have been told to release 
the woman. because Secret 

terview her that night. The 
Service has declined to explain 
why it allowed Miss Moore, to 
remain free after the inter- 
view, except to say that in its 
opinion she did not represent 
a sufficient threat to the Presi- 
dent to warrant further deten- 
tion or surveillance. 
Government sources said that 

the next morning, Miss Moore 
again traveled to Mr. Fern-. 
wood’s Danville home and pur-' 
chased a .38 caliber tevolver; 
and some target ammunition. 
A few hours later, she is ac-| 
cused of firing a single shot 
from the pistol while standing 
across the street from Mr. Ford 



las he stepped out of a San 
Francisco hotel. 

, Suspect ‘Glad He Didn’t Die’ 
By ANDREW H. MALCOLM 

* Spectal to The New Zork Times 
SAN FRANSCISCO, Sept. 25 

—Sara Jane Moore, accused of 
attempting to assassinate Pres- 
ident Ford, said in an interview 
published today, “I’m glad he 
didn’t die.” 
Speaking at times in confused 

fragments, Miss Moore said she 
had been driven to shoot at the 
President by a sense of isola- 
tion from her radical friends. 
They had rejected her, she said, wore ee 

Nonetheless, Miss Moore,' 
who.is being held .on $300,000; 
bail, is scheduled to be takeni 
to the -San:Diego Metropolitan! 
Correctional Facility tomorrow 
afternoon for a.60-day psychiat- 
ric e€xamination ordered by| 
Federal Magistrate Owen 

when she revealed last summer 
that she had been a regular 
informer for the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. os 
“It was kind of an ultimate 

protest against the system,” 
she said of the shot she .fired 
outside the St. Francis Hotel 
Monday afternoon. “I did not| Woodruff. , want to kill somebody, but), Her attorney, James we there. comes a point when thelttt, a public defender, said to- only way you can-make a state.|day that he planned no further ment is to pick-up a gun.” attempts to delay the examina- 

At one point during a two-|tion- He said Miss Moore, who hour prison interview, Miss|!$ in the county jail here, is . Moore ‘told a reporter for The|clm- — - Los Angeles Times: “I am not 
“However,” he said, “her!. 

conversations are not as clear a berserk woman.” as they could: be.” - : 
Mr. Hewitt: has said that at 

Miss Moore's request he: asked 
Ellen Hume, a reporter for The’: 

Los. ‘Angeles’ Times, to visit jMoore and Charles Mv. Manson I: his client in jail Tuesday night, Spent part of their childhood The two women had 
al times in recent 

Mr. Hewitt said that at: his 
urging Miss Moore had agreed 
not-to: see any other“reporters, 

anche of re. 
quests for interviews. ne 

During het: one interview, 
was conducted over 4 

telephone in & partitioned visit- 

despite an ‘aval 

which - 

Ing - room, Miss 
a white - 
Sweater. She 
she had acté 
ing the President. 

__- | Childhapd Reealted 
CHARLESTON, 

25 | (UPD—Both: 

nightgown and a red 
Maintained that 
alone in attack.| 

met sever- | in ‘this Appalachian ‘coal capi- 
months, tal, and a grocer remembers 

selling candy to them, recalline 
them as likable children. 

|. “I was very much surpris 
at how those two child 
{turned out,” said Van Wats. 
Ithe grocer. 

' Mr, Manson, the leader of 
Moore. wore|group convicted of murderin 

Sharon Tate, the actress, anc 
jOthers in 1969, lived across the 
istreet from the former location 
lof Mr. Watsen’s store. Miss 

W. Va., 


