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Frank CBurch, chairman of Senate Committee on Intelligence, holding a C.I.A. poison dart gun with telescopic sight
as the parel investigated the agency’s use oi poisons. At right is Senator John G. Tower of Texas.

COLBY DESCRIBES |

G.LA. POISON WORK

He Tells Senate Panel of
Secret $3-Million Project
That Lasted 18 Years

By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK
Specia. 1L The New ¥ork Times .

WASHINGTON, Sept. 16 —'
The Central Intelligence Agency
operated an [8.year, $3-mil-
lion super-secret project 10
develop poisons, biochemical,
wezpons and such devicgs as!
dart guns to administer. them,:
the agency’s director testified:
today.
~ William E. Colby, Direclor of
Central iIntelligence, teld the
Senate Sefect Committee on In-
telligence that pursuant to a
Presidential order the project.
code-named “M.K. Naomi,” was
halted in February, 1970.

Mr. Colby showed the com-
mittee a dart gun patterned
on the Army's Colt semi-aute-
matic pistol but electrically
fired. He said it could shoot
a dart [00 meters -and was
“almost silent.”

The dart gun, brought before
the committee at ils request,
was described in 2 C.I.LA. memo
as a ‘“pondiscernible micro-
bionoculator.™

The commitiee made public
C.I.A. documents showing that
the agency had 2 vast array of
poisons, inciuding mwany that
would cause deadly diseases,
and  systems for destroying
crops.

The documents also showed
that the C.I.LA. had used the
iNew York City subway system
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as_a “trial mgdet” for a study
on’ the vulnerability ‘of subway
dﬁrs to covert attack.

.ccording .‘to  Congressional
solirces, C.LA. officials have
said they flooded the New York'
subways with a “harmless
simulant” crf a disease-carrymg
gas. :

It was in-. the secret project
that two, poisons, one a ‘toxin
made from sheﬁflsh, the ‘other
a- ferivative of cabra v‘enom,
were stockpiled by the T.LA::
in’ ‘vwlatmn ‘of President’ Nix-
on’%’ directive, Mr: Colby smd

- Pater in “todays hearmg-—
4heSenate: Comrmttees first
public sessich == Dt.  Nathan:
Gordon said that, at his dired
tioH; the two poisons were not:
destroyed: in ‘1970. He said that|
hechad received no specific or-
der- from: the C.LA. hierarchy
to .get rid of the material. . =

Br. Gordon, a chemist who
vetired from-the C.LA. in 1973,
said- that he. had been aware
of .the Presidential directive
ordering the destruction of bio-
logjcal and chemical weaporis.
However, he saxd he felt that
the shellfish toxin was not cov-
ereﬁ on ‘thé” ground that the
ordet was -directed: at use: of
chemical weapons by the mili-
tary’ and’ that :the CLAls
shelifish toxin didnt fall mto

that- category

Explams demg of -Poisons

B;e said. hat he’ did_not ask
permission to. save the ma-
terials rather than _ destroy
them, nor did ‘he tell his su:
PEeFors that _he"had__secreted
the poisons’in a vauIt at his
Washington laboraftory He
said ‘that*he and two members
of his section planned to-reveal
that- they- had:"the poisons-if
“higher authority” at.the C.L:A.
hadbasked them for su.ggesnons
for7an effective peoison. ;

Much of what~was told ta the
committee about C.LA. opera-
tions at the public hearing to-.
day had beenréported previais--
ly, ‘based .on sinformation: from:
soufees Tamiliar with testmony,
given: to)the-committee in se-|
- ¢ret sessions. :

Mr, Colby: said .that. in May,
1952, the:G1.A, began a joint
project with the;special opera-
tions' division of the ~“Army
Biological ;, Laboratory. at Fort
Detrick, Md During the course.
of this project, his testimony
and,, docypnents’ -disclased, the
. stoekpxled substances

- Development of Darts

We said: the C.é. had- de-

ng

Mfr Colby §aid th, fie proj-
ecthad, bean subject ‘to-a high
degree of “setrecy  within the

A } I ‘two or thrée offi-
cerg ‘at’ any ;ngen time  were
cleared for afcess to ‘Fort De-
trick activities, he said.

'I‘houg,h some CLA.~originated
docifiments - “have been found
in the projectifiles, it is clear
1) 3 very 11m1ted documenta-

et

) Mr Co y acknowledged un-.

d&aquestxbmng thiat because of

the.paucity of . records on_the
praject ‘he could  nol rule out

fliaf The. pOISons Fad been used that an. 8 -by-10-foot; seldom ! ‘
. & substantial number  of used .room in e C.LA. lahora:[the Preside -order Was ds-
23 78 operations. He said tory building near the- State|sued in 1970 ;;the destruction’
t aide had once Department in, Washington.- con- of bmchemical warrfara agents;|

case the agency contemplated

{of the ~sciénce a.nd techmlogy

domg away with Patrice Lu-
mumba, a Communist-backed
Congo leader whe later died in
an unrelated episods,. aocend‘mg

to these sources. The other case
reportedly dealt with Premier;
Fidel Castro of Cuba.

The Naomi project operated
in such secrecy, Mr. Colby.said,
that he learned 'of it only|
earlier this year when a former
agency .emploe brought to his
attention that two poisons had
been kept in defiance of a

Presidenitial order. Mr. Colby{kid

ordered an investigation by Dr.
Sayre Stevens, deputy director

dmswm
The mvesugatwn dtscoVered,

tained the shelifish toxin as
well as the cobra venom.

A search of the room netted
19 other lethal substances in
addition to.the shellfish.toxin

and cobra venom. These includ-
ed poisons -such as- strychmne
and cyanide: p1lls as well as a]
materia] that causes abortions
in animals. There ‘was also a
wide range .of “ihcapacitating”
materials including those. that
lower blood px:essure cause|

3 iesia and u'npalr

Mr.‘Calby ha.s asked permis-
sion from the Senate cofmittee
to destroy most. of the sub:
stances after tho mvestxgatwn
is completed.

suggested to him that, poison,
be used in'a C.IA. operation;
but that he had re]ected the
idea. -

An October, 1967, memeran-
dum on the Naomi project.said
that there were silent electrical
delivery . systems, mechanical
launchers and antl-cmp “dls-
semination kits.”

Situation Report

The memorandum was &
standard end-ofyear situation
report - on a project.

"According to thé memoran-
dum; the purposes of the
Naomz project were to “‘stock-
pile severely incapacitatingand
lethal materials for the specific
use of TSD [Technical Services
Division}” and to “maintain-in
operatlonal readiness specialf
and unique items for the dis-
semination ‘of biolagical . and
chemmal materials.” ok

1he went to his superior, Dr.

laboratory at Fort Detrick have:

‘'Sidney Gottlieb, and suggestedjthe’ C.LA’s stockpile. -Instead,.
that the C.I.A. transfer -itslhowever, Dr. Gordon said that

stock of such materials to a
private laboratory in Baltimore.
He identified himself as-the

author of a memorandum sub-|R

mitted in evidence that made
this proposal to Thomas Kara-{,
messines, then chief of CTA S
covertactions. The memoran-
dum showed that the C.LA.-had
some 5.9 grams of the deadly
shellfish- toxin at Fort Detrick.
Mr. Karmessines has told com-
mittee staff members that he

never
ra:ndum

recewed the memo-'

he-and his staff had decxded to
store two of the poisons.
SenatorRichard S Sch

saidthat there ‘was.an apparent
discrepane concerning .the
-"E_o'y} shellfish poison
gwen to the C $

grams of the "p_oa on, yet Dr
Gordon's 19‘70‘ memorandum

Ihumh, Demo-
crat’ of I{lahﬁ, dhawman of the

} sk Department
officials if more
A. portion of shell-

fxsh tommlwastrans red 10 the.
an yeffort by nther

Mr.. Colby sald that part of'
Ithe operational use might have!
‘been to . prepare [ast-acting’
suicide  pills for = American
agents and nonlethal incapaci-
tating* ‘substances ‘that would
prevent’ a cathe from taking
hig -life “or:’a “terrorist- from
carrvinigfout his ihtent. He.also
said that ‘the dgency had done
‘sub$tantial fésearch on how. to
mcapacatat ~.guard dogs. . .
 Mr. Colb acknowledged that
“fhese materials” had been pre-
pared for one operatlon _but
said “we: are’ aware that thax
Operation was not- in fact
completed” - -

.-Sources fan:uhar thh the
Senate ‘investigation,: however,
have told-The New York Times
that the committee has testi-
mony._of .at least two incidents
in which-poisons were prepared
in connection. -with a planned
political - assassination.- In- one

mxmstered in . one,

sands.”

Depariment. of- the.

Administration. .

former Director of

telligence, tomorrow Why ‘clear™
orders for the poison’s destmé’

tions - were later - used -
C.IA. and the Foodand :Drugy
PRI s

Mr. Church saidéhat’ ﬂl 2-CONT,
mittée will ask Richiard Helts,

agencies to subvert the infent
of President Nixon's 1970 order,
The C.IA. shellfish . toxgn
about two teaspoons full, cons,
stitutes one-third of all, shel»!-»
fish poison ever produced Mr
Church :said. ;He -said that:ads"

anner it

could kill 14 000 - ‘persons a;;d
if used in another tashxon coldy
be lethalto “hundreds of thotid;

& ey2

The " original- producmn”o?"
shelifish toxin was made.b

¥ the'.
CPomsy
v thes

Army:

h"‘ ‘

Central In_*’ N

txon had not been 1ssued <



