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BRAND NEW ! The ORIGINAL
CERMAN miitary Gewehr3 vomie
antomatic assaalt yifle. The finest and
most advanced semi-aatomatic ever
offered for sale in the U. S. A.
Ruggedly reliable in oll climetes. Tha
best acailable for sportsman and Exr-
get  shooter alike. ACCEPT NO
CHEAP " IMITATIONS, settdle for
rothing but the best! .

By CHRISTINA XIRK

HIS MAGAZIHE ADVERTISE-
MENT invites you to order a
powerful Nato weapon simply by
mailing a check to the California
distributor. The dealer promises to
defiver the gun Dy express in
“safe shooting and working order.”
He doesn’t question how you in-
tend to use it.

The gun is just one of thousands of
foreign and U. S.-made weapons thay
are advertised by malt order dealers in
the acores of publications catering to
American gun enthusiasts.

Les Ha?zxs:zf?nl?ld ordered the 812.!::
Italian-made rifle he used to agsassi
Presi enned; by-‘ﬁlpplnk
2 coupon from & gun s’ magazige.

But he could just s easily havae
walked into e local store and made hia
deadly purchase.

The morning of Aug. 1, Charles J.
Whitman bought a 12-gauge shotgun at .
& Sears store in Austin, and added i
to the arsenal he wsed that day to kil
16 persons and wound 30 others.

T few other netions in the world s
the sale, possession and use of firgerms
8o widespread and vnrestricted by law ax
tr the United Siutes. And @ no other

Mad sniper had this view of victims
he shot from University of Texas
tower.

country in the world do more peopls
die every yeor frout deliberate or aeci-
dental gun shots.

The mass murders committed by ihe
deranged yourg Whitman before he was
shot to death by police have shocked
some Americans into an awareness of
. this toll of death by guns. Once again,
there is pressure to pass the federal gwa
control laws that have been kicking
arcund Congress for years.

“The time has come for action™
President Johnson declared upon learn-
ing of the Texas tragedy. “The gun
contrel bill would not prevent all snch
tragedies. But it would help reduce the
sale of firearms to those who cannot ba
trosted in their use or possession. How
many lives might be saved as a con-
seguence 77

The 17,000 Who Die

The number of lives that might ba
aaved was put at nearly 17000 = year
by Carl Bakal, auvthor of “The Right
to Bear Arms,” a controversial antl-
gun book published by McGraw-Hill
shortly before the Whitman massacre.

Bakal, a freelance journalist, has
compiled statistics to show ‘that each
year more than 2,000 Americans arm
killed eccidentally by firearms; more
than 5,000 are mordered by firearms and
nearly 10,000 use firearms to taka their
own lives,

“A strange and peculiarly American
plagus has long swept our land — m
plague of guns,” Bakal states. “Bvery
year, firearms cleih more and more
lives fn this country.”

“Sincs the turn of the century,” he
adds, “this plague has brooght desth to
. an astonishing tolai of more than 750,-
[ ! ﬂﬂﬁﬁrma?;&nsh—éwc%ia}mm]fur

greal than the 530,000  Americans
” = Lilled in battle in ail our wars.” .
(NEWS foto by Bd Clarity) Bukal favors, restrictions on the sale
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: Are gur?

w

00 easy ta beuy?... . thie laws controling ownership too fax

‘L..gun foes say

yes, citing last year’s 5,634 gun murders . . . but defenders of the right to ewn arms

say that no controls yet proposed would have barred weapons from Austin’s mad sniper

and possession of guns in crder to “re-
duce the number of guns in the hands
of actmal or potential. criminzls, the
known mentally ill and disturbed. the vn-
serupulous, the irresponsible and the im-
mature.”

But jn a cowmiry where last vear
49,000 citizens were killed in automabile
secidents and another 1.8 millien were
injored, it is_difficult to arouse legis-
Jators to pass Jaws to protect the rela-
tively few who are victims of firearms.

All 5o states and the District of Co
Tumbia have some sort of firearmas con-
trol laws. Most of the statutes are aimed
wt resiriciing the sale and possession of
concealable weapons, svch 25 pistols and
revolvers—commonly called handguns.

Selliven Low Is Toughesf

New York is generally conceded to
have the most restriclive Hrearms law
in America. It is the so-called Sullivan
Law, named for Timothy D. Sulliven, the
state senator who introduced it in 1917
The Jaw requires # license to purchzse
ps well as possess » handgmn or cther
concealable weapon — such as a knife,
‘brass Jmuckles or a blackjack.

Anyone ceaught with sueh 2n um-
Yicensed weapon on his person or in bis
home is liable Lo a jail sentence of :dy 1o

" seven years. I the weapen is used in
the eommission of a crime, the eriminzl
can gel vp to 1G years added to Ije-sen-
ence-

New York City police last year ar-
remd 1,885 persons on felony violations

the Sullivan Law and 1326 on mis-

e'mamo'r charges. They alse confiscated

4,212 gruns lost year, a sfen'dy incrense
Jrom the 83,606 confiscated in 1565 and
3,276 taken in 1963.

No state, including New York, re-
quites a permit or license for the pur-
rhage, possession er carrying of rifles
nnd shotguns, although many states
prohibit the sale of these firearms to
minors, aliens or convicted feloms,

The ensiest way tafet & gun js.to

order by mail. Some dezlers will ask
that a pistol permit be sent .Iong with
¥och an order, but there are few if sny
siTings attached o ordering & tifle,
shotgun or “deactivated” macbine gun.

Yours for the Asking

Some mail-order companies include 2
statement for the purchaser to sign, de-
claring that he is over 21, of sound mind
and not a drunkard, dope sedm? criminal
or fogitive. But the statement is not &
¥worn legzl document. and spparently
the dealers rarely bother 16 check the
purchaser’s identity.

Bakal tells how ke clipped & conpon
#rom the May, 1965, issue of the Ameri-

ean Rifleman and sent for 2 duplicate of
the 6.6 mm Mannlicher-Carcanc carbine
that Oswald vsed fo kill President Ken-
nedy. It was delivered ic his door 10
days Jater.

On the second anniverszry of Ken-
nedy’s. death, the Patersen, N. J., Morn-

ing Call ran a story telling how one of
its reporters nsed ihe pame L. H, Oswald

in ordering a .38 caliber revclver by mail.
The gun was promyptly received, despite
the fact that the reporter did not bave
thz gon permit regoired by both his city
and stal
. The Kennedy assassination for s
" time spurred action on a federal firearms
" control bill that had been introduced in
Ccmgresa in September, 1963,
ut by the time emotione cooled, ihe
gon b)l] was buried vnder bushele of
angry leiters and telegrams from the
740,000 members of the Natjonz] Rifle
Association and olher gon fanciers.

Guardian of the Gun

The MRA advertises itself, as *“the
largest, oldest organization of s]lor’-smen
devoted to preserving your right to keep
.and vse firearms for lawfunl purposes.”
And-it Boasts that it can flcod Congress
with saore than 500,000 picces of mail on
72 hours’ notice.

It bhas two principal objections to
aw:fcr federal gon contrel Jaws:

That they will “make it more diffi-

. eult_for homest citizens to obtoin asms
Sfor vecreation end gpersonal defense . . .
bid will wol appreciably increase the
difficulties mcmmlrred by a crimmal in
obtuining weapons.,”

TFhat “the only pmetu’a] effeet of a
firearms registration Jaw is to pley inio
1the hands of onscropeleus seekers of

. 1)011’611:11] power; o enconrage bootleg-
ging; 1o disarm repotable citizens and
thereby. to. enconrage the - depredauons
of.‘ ﬂxg epimingl element.”

is NRA stand, Bakal mgﬂes, has

contributed 1o the “crucial accessibilty™
of firearms.
“Y regard the NRA as accomplices in
the murders in Apstin,” Bakzal declares.
The wmurders have, for the moment at

. least, stirred some members of Congress

to action again on gom eantrol legislation
which bas Leen languishing in committees
of both houses for months.

ban the interstate mail-order ssle of
rifles and shotgums as well

Asked how his bill conld have pre-
vented Charles Whitman from embark-
ing en bis murderous rampage, Sen. Dodd
replied:

“Pve never claimed that H the bill
was 'passed Jt would put sn end to 2f1
But it would be

In the Senate, there wae w i
last week over en Administration-backed
measure whose chief sponsor is Sen.
Thomas J. Dodd. (D-Conn.}. The bill was
zpproved last March 22 by 2 suheommit-

-tee of the Senzte Judiciary Commitice.

It will be taken vy by the full committee
this week. Buot staff members szy the
ecmmittee is deep?y divided on the meas-
wre, & re is no indication of when
—if ever—it will come up for & vote.

Even if the bill receives ihe com-
mittee’s appreval, it must then eonfront
the Senste Cewmerce Committee, where
& majerity is said to oppose H.

What Bill Doesn't Do

Sen. Dodd saps his bill “has been de-
javed for years by legitimate groups of
spertemen, snd cthers, who kLeve been
deliberately misled info thinking the law
would reguire fingerprinting, lieensing
and police registration of all firezrms,
end tbat it wovld prohibit & hunter frem
:rosriigg state lines in pursoit. of his

Dodd further charged that these

‘groups had crested 2 “deliberate distor-

Lee Harvey Oswald

Gswald spent only $12.55 to assassincle o Fresident.
in his

2 deierrent. If it bad been passed, the
retailer who sold Charles Whitman the
gun would bave had to get positive
igentification.”

A Pause for Reason

Even though Whitman wsas ¢f age
end had ne record, Sen. Dodd suggested
that the mere fact of baving to identify
himself could have cansed him to hesitate
and perhaps drop bis: plan for mass
homicide.

Bnt Gov. John B. Connally Jr. of
Texas said. when asked if stronger gun
resf)‘wﬁmw could have prevented the
tragedy, “I do not bslieve you can legis-
lete aguinst every possible contingency
when somebody poes berserk.”

Proponents of siricter firearms lawse
concede that controls will not prevent
ell gun deaths and injuries. But, they
argue, the laws should certainly cut
down on the impulse killings and suicides
in which 2 readily accessible gun so often
figures.

‘They mote, for example, that Charles
Whitman had a cache of weapons with
him that included 2 € mm rifle with a
telescopic sight, a Remington .85 caliber

e ————— v s

Charles J. Whitman
ll cost Whitman a little
g

mare te kitl 16

tion of the Image in the Ameriean mind
of the Minuternan with the flintlock, the
zrmed citizen and the Second Argend-
mepl’s cfien misinterpreted provision
concerning the pecple’s right to Eeep
and bear arme,”

Vhet the Dodd bill would do, the
Sepaior expiained, je this:

& Ban ibe interstate majl-order ssle
of concealable firearms—suech as pistols
and revolvers—to all individuals.

® Regulaie the jnierstate majling or
shipping of rifles and sholguns. The por-
chaser would be reguired it have his q

~glicatlion for 8 weapon nolarized, and sal
would be probitited to felons ané those
vnder 18. The fim receiving the crdey
would have to send 2 copy of it to the
police chief in the customer’s home town.
The dealer covl@ noi mail the gun for
seven days efier the pojice had received
& copy of the application.

& Restziet the importation of =il
surplos militery handgerns. Newly map-
wiacivred handgens could be imroried
only if they were of a type meeting &
legitimate sporiing peed and conform-
ing to eafety standards. Rifles and xhot-
uns covld be imported if ¢f good guality
and designed for sporling vse.

® Ban ibe sale of pistols 1o persons
order 21,

® Ban the sale of rifles and tholguns
to persons oader 18.

® Ban the over-the-counter snle of

coneealable firenrms te persops whe are |

not residenis of the siate wherein the
Tieprsee—the desler—does bis Lusiness.
# Place special regvlations over ihe
seguisition of destroctive devices.
Sen, Dodd bad premised te try to
‘smend the 201 in the foll ccmmiice to

‘pump 1ifle, & 12-gavge sawed-off shoi-

gun, s Teconditioned Army carbine, a
9 mm Luger and a .357 Magnum pistol.
Three other rifles and twoe Derringer
pistols were fornd in bis home.

Neighbors remembered that even a3
£ boy Whitman was always p]aymg with
guns. His father admiited that he, too,
was “a fanatie about gums” ang that his
son grew vp in 2 home where firearms
hong in every room.

Ag 8 marine, Whitman earned 8
sharpshooter’s rating with the rifle, but
also was couri-ioartisled for Hlegally
gc]:uessmg 2 pistol and ammunition n

barracks and aboard ship.

“The ensy accessibility of firearms is
s szgm:ﬁcam factor in muvrders com-

tred Jn- the United Stater today,”
FBI Chief J. Edgar Hoover declaved in
the Jome, 1963, FBI Law Enforcement
Fulletin.

Right fo Public Safefy

“The uestionable iraffic in dexdly
‘weapons in many seclions of ovr coun-
try is p disgrace,” Hoover added. “To
™y mind, the putlic has & xight to ex-
pect that » distributor ond the pur-
chaser of weapons so deadly and easily
concealed as handguns muost meet cer-
tain regvlativns~and qualifications.”

Nearly a million gons were bovght by
mail jn 1963, the Dedd sebeomamitice in-
vestigalors estimate, and about twe mil-
¥ipn more are made and sold anmoally in
ibis ceontry.

Estimates of the nomber of privately
owned gons in the U.S..range from 50
wiliion to nne Tillion.

year a Attorney  General
Nicholas }(atzenb'\c’h told Congress that

mcre than half of the 9,300 murders in
1964 were committed with irearms,
many cf them obtained through the
mails, &5 were many of the guns vsed
in half of the 20,00¢ suicides in 1963.
And he said the “wast- ‘majority” of the
64,000 armed robberies in 1964 were car-

- ried out with firearms.

‘Total homicides rose to 9,850 in 1965,
gecording to the Uniform Crime Reps orts
Of these murders, 5, 634—0: 57.2%-—wem
committed with =

The Dodd study afso found an extra-
ordisary correlation between low homi-
cide rates and arveas with skriet gon laws.
Texas Iaw, for example, requires only
that riflés and pistols not be sold to any-

- ‘one under 21 and that dealers report the

nzme end address of purchasers of pis-
téls to the state depariment of yublic
safety.

In 1968, Dalles ked & murder vale
of 181 per 100,000 persoms. In the same
year, New York, which kas the toughest
weapons law W "the land, had 5.4 homi-
cides per 100,000 populotion. Statistics
also showed thet 78% of ihe Dallas
murders were covunitbed with guns,
compered with only 25% of the New
York killings.

Understandably, law enforcement of-
ficers generslly are in faver of tighter
conirols on <the sale and possession of
guns. although they don’t expect it will
solve the whole preblem.

Time fo Cool Off

Leonard Reisman, former depuly
commissioner of the New York City
Police Department’s legel divisicn =nd
new prsszdent of the Pclice College,

all. Where it will .belp is in cximes of
emotjon.’ The time apd effori that would
to get & g permit conld
off Qenod that world

B.A, ‘hewever, is mJ] expected
pposafbroaggmng the l-‘edeml Fire-

Oni: execotive ¥ice pres-
ceiztion, caid ihat new
jons would Dol bave prevented
either the reeent murder of eight nurses
in Chicagé orthe killings in Austin.
Snlper Has His Soy

The NRA position got scme vnsolic-
ited support lasi week from 2 convieted
sniper glayer. Michael P. Moeller, 25,
who was fovnd guiliy of fatally sheoling
a Honolulu policemen and weunding five
tourists 13 months ago, voiced his objec-
tiops to tovgher laws in 2 leiter—from
jail—to the editor of the Honololn Ad-
vertiser,

“I'm willing to say that sometbing
peeds t¢ be dome z¢mewhere, somebow,
but legisiation js mot the whole answer,”
s2id Moelier. *Prohibition didn™ stop
those who wanted to sefl or buy ligoor
from doing it. I myﬂﬁ'ng, it only in-
creased e Jlegal mse”

Furthermore, =sid Moeler, ‘“There
should not be 2 general licensing =ad
regisiration of rifles and shotguns zlong
with handgnns becavse if this nelion
shonld ever beecome cecupied or invaded
by & foreign power, i wonld be -guite
easy io collect 2]l firearms that might
otherwise be psed in an active resistance
to ovr oppressors.”

A Curious Coasensus

Thiz defenge s embarrassingly tlose
to the offirial NRA statement on gun
eontrols, which warps: “No dielatorehip
has ever been imposed on a naifén of
free mnen who have nol been firsi re-
goired to mg:ster thelr privalely owned
weapons.”

RBut it weuld de wunfair ito link a
convicted eniper with ithe NRA. Tis
members ore, by and lorge, solid, ve-
spectable citizens. John F. Kennedy was
@ hje member,

Ironjcelly, Sen. Edward M. Xennedy,
trother of the slajn President, Jast week
drew the battle ]me between ibe NRA
and the apti-gmm for
“Let ne hen:' frcm ihe Tobby of the
Armseriean people” Kenvedy s2id o a

.Senate epeech. “For those of us in-Con-

£ress who are poneerped sboul 1he need
for effective gon conirol necd their sup-
port in the fight that looma dhead.”

After years of sidhroishing, ihis may
well be the showdowa.



