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,Briton Says lts Crlt:cs VAre
"+ Reckless and Foolish_
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By ANTHONY LEWIS
Special to The New York Times
 LONDON, Dec. 13—A noted
British scholar, in a compre-
hensive analysis of ?ﬁ the skep-
tical literature on the assassina-
tion of President’ Kennedy,
concluded today that the skep-
tics had made no persuasive
_case. )
John Sparrow, warden of All
SoUIS=COHEge, Oxford, pub-
lished an 18,000-word article in
The Times Iiterary Supple-.
Jnent. Without accepting every-
Ahing said by the commission
“under Chief Justice Earl War-
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,,;‘ren, he agreed with its finding
~that Lee Harvey Oswald alone
“had killed the President.

Mr. Sparrow ines in de-
12l the books Ny ST eSS of
-the commission as M e,
“Prof. Richard Pogﬁﬂk‘l'anp,-Edmrd
:Jay Epstein an uow%
‘berg. &J‘ﬁﬁout questioning their
.sincerity, he accuses them of
foolishness and recklessness.

“There is no need to suppose
‘any concerted plan of action
-on the part of the critics or to!
simpute sinister motives to any;
“of them,” he says. “To do 50|
“would be to fall into their own
“besetting error.”
5 In his detailed discussion of
‘the many points raised by the
“skeptics, Mr. Sparrow makes a
:number of fresh observations
sabout the situation in Dallag on
iNov. 22, 1963.

Grassy Knoll Theory

+ One of the theories he consid-
‘ers—advanced by Mr. Lane and
‘others—is that one or more
sassins fired at President
‘Kennedy from a grassy knoll
‘while Oswald or still another
:person fired from the Texas
#School Book Depository.

I “If it is hard to believe that
Oswald hit his target in two
fout of three quick shots it is
sharder still to suppose that two
=men, more than 100 yards
:apart and unable to see or com-
smunicate with each other,
.could have synchronized their
=fire so perfectly,” Mr. Sparrow
isays.

“And it is hardest of all to
“imagine that conspirators would
-have allowed the success of
.their plan to depend on such
-2 feat of synchronization.”
¢ As for the grassy knoll itself,
“Mr. Sparrow argues that it is
;difficult to see how anyone
.could have fired repeatedly
ifrom this open area and “got
:clean away in full view of the
:public.” He adds:

It is really impossible to
.Suppose that anyone planning
-8n  assassination would have
#placed him [a gunman] there
Jfor the purpose, in total ig-
“horance of how many lookers-
-on, when the procession passed,
swould be standing nearby or
~perhaps actually occupying the
;place selected as his firing
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