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This ought to -be & funny
story, but it isn't.

Mort . Sahl, the irreverent
mght ¢lub -and TV  writer,

who once earned 3$400,000 a

‘year, then drifted Into partial
eclipse, will probably make his
next public appearance in &
New York court room.,

Michael Brandman, producer

of “An Evening with Mort Sahl,™

which was scheduled to begin
previews last night, and which
didn't, says he wiil sue the
comedian for breach of contract.
Show Dead

Sahl and Brandman agree
only on the obvious fact that
the show didn't open last night,
and with Sahl suddenly back in
: Hollywood.

{ It's not going to open any
‘time soom.

Brandman says the show is
dead, and adds that he will
never again become involved
in a production with Sahl--ex-
cept in court. Sahl says he
hopes the show will open, “it’s
worth doing and I'm willing to
do it.”

Brandman <¢laims that Sahl
violated an agreement to pro-
vide all the material for a two-
hour show, either alone or with
other actors,
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Saht replies that “constant in-
{

T o Mort Sahl on Way to Openmg

terference from the produeer,

kept the show from being ready.
- “T don’'t want to wrap myself
in the flag but T'm not going on
stage with a show that isn’t

ready,” he said.

According to Sahl, Brandman
fired the three actors who Sahl
had brought with him from
California. Brandman says he
fired them at Sahl's insistence.

l‘He
trayed him,” Brandman said.

“The producer told me I
couldn’t satirize Lindsay.” Sahl
claims. “Not true,” says Brand-
man.

There was squabble ever &
stenographer.

Surprise Party

Sahl says he was never noti-
fied of a technical rehearsal last
Wednesday night. Brandman
says he was. Sahl didn't show
and there was no rehearsal.

Elaine May, production super-
visor of the show, said through

thought - -they -had. -be-{

a spokesman that “Brandman’s
story is true.” .
‘The "incident is another set-
back in the career of Sahl, =

man once hailed as the bright-

est comedian of all.

Sahl was. fired by WNEW-TV
for an alleged breach of con-
tract. He was_fined by Actors
Equity for alleged breach of
contract. His income has fallen
by iote’ thaii 90 per cent.

Sahl  has said he believes
there Is a eonspiracy to silence
him. Some believe his troubles
stern from a change in public
taste.

Brandman said yesterday that
while he intends to sue Sahl
for rtecovery of substantial
damages—he elaims to have
lost $20,000 on the production—
“He is the most brilliant per-
former, the best stand-up comic
in the country. IU's a shame
that he . .

say.

8

. well that's all I'l
It's a shame.” 1//



