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Rebuttal

RUSH TO JUDG!!{IENT, by
Mk Eane. New York:
Holt, Rinehar; and Win-
ston. $6.95.

At midnight, the smail park
formed by the convergence of
Elm, Main and Commerce
Streets was shadowy and de-
serted in the drizzling sum-
mer rain. Leaving our car
parked in front of the dark-
ened Texas School Book De-
pository, we walked with
an artist companion down the
gently sioping bloody ground
where the emotional equali-
brium of our generation had
been irrevocably altered, an-

gling toward the railroad

trestle that marks the end
- of downtown Dallas.

We had not been 1o Dealey
Plaza since Nov 22, 1963.
Fighting to hold back the hot
flood of tears scalding our
eyes, we kepi thinking of the
troubling, painful book we'd
steeled ourself to finish thal
afternoon, and remembering
the final sianza of Wendell
Berry’s touching elegy, “No-
vember Twenty Six Nineteen
Hundred Sixiy Three":

“We know -- The long ap-
proach — Of summers toward
the — heaied ground —
where he will be waiting, —
no longer the keeper — of
what he was.”

SUBTITLED “A Critique of
the Warren Commission’s In-
quiry Into the Murders of
President John F. Kennedy,
Officer J. D. Tippit and Lee
Harvey Oswald,” New York
attorney Mark Lane's sober,
meticulously-documented post
mortem on the evidence
pointing o Oswald as Ken-
nedy’s lone, unaided assassin

un

ren Report, Lane charges, are
based on carefully selected
evidence, whereas the full
range of festimony and ex-
“hibits gathered and issued by

the commission in 26 fat vol-
umes doesn’t necessarily
support those same conclg-
sions,

Summarizing Lane’s brief
in an introduction, Prof Hugh
Trevor-Roper observes: *The
pattern which (the writers of
the Repori) have extracied
from the evidence is certain-
ly a pattern which can be
made fo emerge from it: but
it does not emerge naturally,
or from ail the evidence: It
has been coaxed and forced
by a process which, had
there been an advocate on
the other side, might well
have been totally discredited
before judgment could be
given,

“THE WORST that can be
said of Mr Lane is that he
is the necessary advocate:;
and who can deny that his
advocacy might have pre-
vailed 7"

Reflecting on the skewered
cadave O Rion's
i e hless
diSsechion. one wondors who,
indeed ;  Tor S TREFourse of

his footnote-bristling analysis,
the atiorney incinsly

doubts concerning
@ CommIssion’s lundamental

hypotheses ==t range
from “probable” 1o ““pos-
sible” to “conceivable” — on
such vital points as the se.
quence of the shots, the in-
terval between them, their

direction, from what weapon

they were fived, the shoot-
ing ability of the alleged as-
sassin, and the way in which
the president’s murder sus
pect was identified when the
police first ordered his ar-
rest.

NEEDLESS TG say, as
Lane makes clearer than any
previous critic of the Report
has done, if any one of these
guesses should be wrong —

and one would be sufficient—

the whole structure of the
commission's findings would
disintegrate, plunging the
world back info abysmal ig-
norance about the most trau-
matic crime of the century.

Maintaining an air of calm,

detached credulity in his dis-

passionate  examination of
factual evidence and discrep-
ancy of testimony, Lane
wisely eschews shoring up the
reflex-like “capitalist COnSpir-
acy” theory trumpeied
around the world as leftist
party-line gospel in the first
stunned wake of the assas-
sination,

The result is that ‘“Rush
to Jud

hatever cosf,

“Except the Lord keep the
city,” Kennedy intended to
guote from the Book of
Psalms in Dallas. “the waich-
man waketh but in wvain.”
And anless the people search
for and keep the (ruth, Lane
clearly iniends to warn, the
waichman need never wake
at all GROVER LEWIS

at




