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HE WARREN REPORT is like
an old wsed car: it rattles a lot
and the tires are thin, but it's

still running.

Ten years after the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy, the Re-
port still stands as the authoritative
account of his death. A decade of criti-
cism has failed to overturn it.

Nevertheless, across the nation,
from Fire Island to Wounded Knee,
from Haverford, Pa., to Belleville,
Mich., a set of critics remain con-
vinced that the report is a tent of lies,
concealing rather than revealing the
truth.

Sylvia Meagher, Josiah Thompson,
Mark Lane, Dr, Cyril Wecht, Dr, E.
Forrest Chapman, Bob Smith, Bud Fen-
sterwald and Penn Jones Jr.—these are
oniy a few of the researchers who do
not believe that Lee Harvey Oswald
“acted alone,” as the report asserts, on
Nov, 22, 1963, when Kennedy died in
Dallas.

To mark the tenth anniversary of
Kennedy's death, The Inquirer took a
long look at the Warren Report,
reassessing the evidence and inter-
viewing the critics.

The conclusion is that, although
50me questions remain and some of
the Report’s findings are debatable, no

acceptable alternative has been found
that explains the assassination better
than the Report.

The Report is a vast tableau: 888
pages with 26 volumes of supporting
testimony behind it. It is often micro-
scopically detailed, at one point even
offering an analysis of Oswald’s pubic
hair.

But there are holes in it, questions

unanswered and wonders that remain,

Some of them:

—Who was the Umbrella Man?
Why has he never been identified?
Was he a co-conspirator?

—Who was the unknown man that
the CIA photographed in Mexico City
before the assassination and misidenti-
fied as Oswald? Was he .another
plotter?

—Where is the brain of Jehn F,
Kennedy? It was not buried with him,
but Government agencies will not say
where it is now, Several physicians
who doubt the Report believe the brain
might show the marks of other bullets
besides Oswald’s.

—How could one bullet pass
through the bodies of two men (Ken-
nedy and John B. Connally, who was
then the governor of Texas) and
emerge looking virtually like new?
Could this bullet be a piece of false ev-
idence that was planted?

—Why should anyone believe a Re-

port that was apparently doubted even
by President Lyndon B. Johnson, the
man whe ordered it prepared?

Despite the 8§52 witnesses ques-

if-s$= 23
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Remains Open to Question

tioned by the Warren Commission, and
many others interviewed by journal-
ists and independent researchers,
some of the questions are yet to be
answered. Here is a rundown:

The Umbrella Man |

OUGHLY 400 PERSONS were in

or around Dealey Plaza, a

three-acre park in downtown
Dallas, when Kennedy was slain there
at 12:30 P. M. on a Friday. The names
of more than 250 are known. Of those
unknown, the Umbrella Man is the
most puzzling.

The dark Dblue Lincoln limousine-

carrying Kennedy was fired upon as it
approached a sign saying “Stemmons
Freeway — Keep Right” Standing
next to the sign was a man holding an
open umbrella. :

The sun was shining and the sky
was cleudless. Rain had stopped falling

almost three hours before. In all the

hundreds of photographs taken along
the route of XKennedy’s motorcade
through Dallas, the Umbrella Man is
the only person seen with an open um-
brella.

In photos taken immediately after

the shooting, his umbrella is closed,

Several critics of the Warren Report
suspect that the opening of his um-
brella by the Umbrella Man may have
been a signal for the gunfire to com-
mence. -

The Umbrella Man was middle-
aged, in his late 30s or early 40s,
dressed conservatively in a dark suit.
He walked away after the assassina-
tion and he has never been identified,

nor questioned about
behavior. o

The CIA Photos

SWALD, WHO TRAVELED

widely, made his last foreign

trip less than two months be-

fore the assassination. He was in Mex-

ico City from Sept, 27 unmtil Oct, 2,

1963, vainly applying for a visa to
travel to Cuba and Russia,

Four days before the assassination,

the FBI received a report on Oswald’s

his  puzzling

.visit to the Cuban Embassy in Mexico

City. The report includes photos, taken
by a CIA surveillance camera across
the street from the Cuban Embssy on
Sept. 27, of a man that the CIA identi-
fied as Oswald.

It is obviously not Oswald. It is an
older, heavier man, Queried after the
assassination, the CIA said a confiden-
tial source inside the embassy had
identitied the man as Oswald.

The CIA has never learned, or at
least never revealed, the man’s real
identity, nor disclosed exactly how he
was misidentified, Critics wonder if he
was a secret associate of Oswald, and
whether they might have met and
plotted while they were both in Mexico
City at the same time.

Kennedy’s Brain

O PHYSICIAN . has seen Ken-
nedy's brain since shortly after
the autopsy that was performed
on the President the day he died. The

Continued on Page 4, Col. 1
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Lee Harvey Oswald (left), seized as the
assassin, had little chance to shed light on the
crime. This famous photo shows Oswald being
slain two days after the assassination by Jack
Ruby, a Ddllas nightelyb operator,



Continued From Page 1

two sources who know the wherea-
bouts of all the other assassination ev-,
idence. do not know the whereabouts of

the brain. -

The -National Archlves in- Waqhmg-
ton, D.C, holds virtually all the
assassination evidence, including such
grim artifacts_as Oswald’s rifle and
the three bullet fragments involved in -
the case.

Asked about the brain, archivist
Marion- Johnson said, “We don’t have:
_it and'I don’t-know where it is.”

" Burke Marshall, former assistant
U. S. attorney generzi who is now dep-
uty dean of Yale Law School, repre-
sents the Kennedy family in matters
pertaining to the assassination.

Asked - the whereabouts of the
brain,” Marshall said, *I can’t answer
that question. I have never asked that
question of the family and I do not
know.”

The Warren Report concluded that
both bullets that hit Kennedy came
‘from behind him, from the Texas
“School Book Deposxtory where Oswald
worked.

Some critics think that the bram if
it. were made- available for examina-
tion, might show evidence of a shot
from the front, from the spot in Dea-
ley Plaza commonly called ‘“‘the
* grassy knoll.”

Exhibit 399

‘FTY HE WARREN COMMISSION de-
T' cided that the first bullet that
wounded Kennedy struck him in
_the back, went through his neck, then
hit Connally in the back, went through
Connally’s body and broke his fifth
right rib, went through Comnally’s
right wrist where it broke .the radius
bone, and finally lodged in Connally s
left thigh.
By far the most controversial plece
of assassination evidence is this bullet,

called Commission Exhibit 399 by the

" Warren Commission and dubbed “the
magic bullet” by sarcastic critics
Some of the reasons:

- — Although this bullet is supposed to

have passed through seven layers. of

skin and broken two bones, it is in al-.

.most perfect - condition. Test bullets,

fired for comparison through the wrist °

.of a cadaver and the chest of a goat,
were ‘both mashed up and defaced.

— Despite passing through all this
skin and bone — plus two suit coats
and two shirts, Kennedy’s tie and Con-

-nally’s sleeve and pants leg —  the
‘bullet whén found did not have -any-

blood, tissue or threads on it. It was
clean. o

— Unlike the other two bullet frag-
ments involved in the case, Exhibit

399 was not found in the Presidential
limousine. It was found on a stretcher
at Parkland Memorial- Hospital, sup-
posedly after falling out of Connally’s
thigh. Some critics suspect it was a
piece of false evidence planted there,
possibly, by Oswald’s assassin, Jack
‘Ruby.

Johnson’s Doubts

~ N LAST JULY’S ISSUE of the
I Atlantic Monthly, Léo Janos, for-
merly a membér of President
Lyndon Johnson’s staff, quoted John-

son as having said, “I never believed

that Oswald acted alone, although I
can accept that he pulled the frigger.”

Janos said Johnson believed that
Kennedy was Kkilled in retaliation for
an unsuccessful CIA assassination plot
dgainst Cuban Premier Fidel Castro.

Jehnson’s doubts were shared by at
least one member of the Warren Com-
mission, the late Sen. Richard B. Rus-
sell of Georgia. In 1970, Russell said of
Oswald, “I think that someone else
worked with him.”

PORT was issued on Sept. 24,

1964, following a 10-month inves-
tigation that cost $1.8 million, there
have been two and possibly three
stages in public attitude toward it.

In the first stage, there ' was
skepticism and doubt, fed by the publi-
cation of such critical becks as Ed-
ward Jay Epstein’s “Inquest” and
Mark Lane’s “Rush to Judgment,”
bith in 1966; and Josiah Thompson’s
“Six Seconds in Dallas” and Sylvia

SINCE THE. WARREN RE.

Meagher's  “‘Accessories- After the

Fact,” both in 1967. ’

This stage ended in 1969, when a
Néw Orleans jury acquitted Clay 1.
Shaw on charges breught by District
Attorney .Jim Garrisen that Shaw
conspired with Oswald to murder Ken-
nedy.

The case brought by Garrlson was
almost universally judged as a ludi-
crous farce. Although several critics
including Ms. Meagher steered clear

Warren Commission decid-
ed -that this bullet passed
through Kennedy and
wounded Gov. John Cornnal-
ly of Texas.

of Garrison, others including Lane
backed the swashbuckling D.A. In the
fallout following the Shaw trial, there
was a strong public revulsion against
all Warren Report critics in general.

Now in 1973, the 10th anniversary of
the assassination, a third stage seems
t7 be coming up. No one, however, is
exactly sure of its shape. Part of this
quandary is due to the Watergate
scandal.

Watergate has manifestly demon-
strated that the Federal Government
is quite capable of lying, destroying
evidence and obstructing justice. Crit-
ics hope that the public will thus be
more moved to re-examine the Ken-
nedy case.

There is another side to the Water-
gate gquestion, however. If the Water-
gate plotters failed so conspicuously
to cover up a petty burglary, how can
anyone believe that some. cabal of
plotters against Kennedy could have
gotten away with murdering a DPresi-
dent in full public view?

- volves the fact that this year is
the 10th anniversary of the
assassination.

OQ the other one hand, the case is
receiving more attention from the
news media than at any time since the
Shaw trial.

On_the other, this anniversary prob-
ably represents. the. peak - of public.
interest. Time is: steadﬂy taking away
important figures in the case. If any-
thing more was involved than simply
Oswald’s lone action, soon graves may
hold the secret.

- Here are-the cases of six flgures
from whom further testimony is no
longer available:

1. Two days after the assassination,
Dallas nightclub owner Jack L. Ruby
shot Oswald -fatally, in the basement.
of the Dallas police station, in the first.
mirder ever seen live on television.

2. On-Jan. 3, 1967 Ruby died of can-
cer at age S5 in Parkland Memorial
Hospital, the same hospital where both
Kennedy and Oswald died.

3. Abraham Zapruder took the most
famous amatuer movie ever made, 22
seconds of silent color film that show
Kennedy being shot. He sold it to Life
Magazine for $150,000 and, except at
the Clay Shaw trial, it has never been
publicly shown.

Zapruder, who ‘owned a dress shop
in a building across the street from
the Texas School Baok Depository,
died of cancer at age 66 in Dallas on
Aug. 30, 1970.

4. After the assassination, Oswald
caught a ride home in a taxi driven by
William W. Whaley. On Dec. 18, 1965,

ﬁ- SECOND IMPONDERABLE in-



Whaley was killed in a two-car ac-
cident on the Trinity River bridge in
Dallas.

5. Earlene Roberts was the house-
keeper at theé rooming house at 1026 N
Beckley st. in Dallas where Oswald
lived. In an incident never-entirely ex-
plained, she testified that after Oswald
reached . home via Whaley’s cab, a
Dallas police car pulled up in front of
the house,+ honked its horn several
times as though in signal, and slowly
drove away.

On Jan. 10, 1966, Mrs. Roberts died
of an apparent heart attack at the age
of 60.

-6. Thirteen days before the assassi-
nation, a Dallas auto salesman named
Albert Guy -Bogard gave a demonstra-
tion ride to a prospective customer
who gave. his name as Lee Oswald and
said he expected to have money
enough to buy a car soon. The Warren
Commission  subsequently concluded
that this was not Lee Harvey Oswald.

On Feb. 14, 1966, St. Valentine’s
Day, Bogard committed suicide in a
cemetery in Hallsville, La., by running
a hose into his car from the exhaust
pipe. He was 41.

TILL ALIVE AND WELL,
S however, is the most important

witness whose testimony  was
contradicted by the Warren Report:
.the former governor of Texas, John B.
Connally.

" The cornerstone of the Warren Re-
port is “the single bullet theory,”. the
argument that one single bullet, the
~one called Exhibit 399, drilled through
the bodies of both Kennedy and Con-
‘nally. .

Neither Comnally nor his wife Nel-
lie, who were sitting in front of Ken-

nedy and his wife Jackie, in the death

car, believe in the single-buliet theory. -

Said Connally, in a famous article in
Life Magazine on Nov. 25, 1966:

“They- talk about the ‘one-bullet’ or
‘two-bullet: theory,” but as far as I'm
concerned. there fs no theory: There is
my absolute knowledge and Nellie’s
too, that one bullet caused the Presi-
dent’s first wound,. and that an
entirely separate shot struck.me.”

Connally was unavailable for an in-
terview in connection with this theory.
But he said in that same Life article,
“It's a Certainty. I'll never change my
mind.”. ’ ‘

Not a single eyewitness in Dealey
Plaza ‘testified that one bullet struck
“both the President and the governor.,
Despite their views and those of the
Connally’s, however, the Warren Com-
mission went ahead with the single-

bullet theory as the keystone of its
case.

For in the words of Norman Red-
lich, an assistant counsel who wrote

more of the Warren Report than any- .

one else, “To say that they were hit
by separate bullets is synonymous
with saying that there were two
assassins.”

Explaining why this is true is a lit-
tle complicated, but here is an
attempt:. - :

" To: begin with, it should be remem-
bered that no one can be absolutely
certain~how many shots were fired:
that day. No one had a tape recorder
playing and no movie cameras were
using sound film. There is no audio
record of the assassination.

Although- witnesses gave varying

counts of the number of shots they -
heard, some saying four or five, the.

Warren Commission’ finally decided

that Oswald fired three shots. They.

did so in part because three shells
were found in the sixth-floor corner of
the Texas School Bdok Depository
from which it is believed he fired. -

The initial FBI report on the case -

said the first and last shots hit Ken-
nedy and the middle one. struck Corn-
nally. The Warren Commission finally
decided, however, that one shet hit

~ both Kemnedy . and Connally; one

missed; and another, the; fatal shot,
hit Kennedy in the skull. ™~ -

| ﬁ 'NOTHER COMPLICATION, be-

sides the lack of a sound rec-
~ord of the shots, is that the
Zapruder film, the best available vis-
ual record of the -assagsination, does
not show the moment when Kennedy
was first hit. ‘ '
1t shows the final. fatal shot. In
Frame 313, probably the most famous
single frame of film in motion picture
history,. the President’s head explodes
in a corona of blood. :
But. earlier, when first hit, Kennedy
is blocked off from Zapruder’s view by
a sign, which has since been removed
from Dealey Plaza, saying, “Stem-
mons Freeway — Keep Right.”
When Kennedy reappears from be-
hind the sign in Frame 225 of the
Zapruder film, he has already been
hit, his right hand rising toward his
wounded neck. ) .
- He:is behind the sign for only one
second. But since Oswald’s_bullets tra-

veled 2165 feet per second, the .

instant ‘Kennedy was hit by ‘the first
shot cannot be pinned down' with the
certainty of the later head shot in
Frame 313. :

- Repeated tests showed that Oswald’s

bolt action, mail-order, $21.45 rifle
could -not be made to fire any faster
than once every 2.3 seconds.

Time measurements of the Zapruder
film show beyond doubt, however, that
there are less than 2.3 seconds be-
tween the earliest instant Kennedy
could have been hit, and the latest
Connally could have been struck,

Kennedy is obviously all right in
Frame 206, the last one in which he is
visible before passing behind the sign.
Connally is obviously wounded by
Frame 236, in which his mouth flies
open in pain. Since Zapruder’s film
rolled through his camera at the
rate of 18 frames per second, there is
less than two seconds between these
frames. - ’

Therefare either Oswald hit them
both with one shot, with Conaally
showing a more delayed reaction than
Kennedy, or there was another gun in-

volved and both men were hit by sepa-
rate shots. ’

IE CREATOR of the single-
bullet theory was Arlen Specter,
an assistant counsel te the War-

ren Commission, who is now finishing
up eight years as Philadelphia district
attorney after losing a race for re-
election this month.

‘Interviewed for this story, Specter
said he has not changed any of his
opittions since the Report was issued,
and'§till believes that the single-bullet
theory is valid. |

Specter’s strongest argument is the
fact that his- theory, alene of all the
speculations in the case, fits with the
physical evidence — the three bullet
fragments found.

These three are Exhibit 399, an al-
most-whole  bullet weighing 158.6
grains, and two small mangled pieces,
one ‘weighing 44.6 grains and the other

. 21. (An unfired bullet from Oswald’s

rifle weighed 160 to 161 grains, or

- slightly more than one-third of an

ounce).
Here is the way Specter fits the

- three fragments into his theory:

Exhibit 399 went through Kennedy’s
neck and Conpally’s chest and wrist
and stoppedin his thigh. The other
two fragments are shattered pieces of
the bullet that smashed Kennedy’s
skull. The -other shot missed and that
bullet was. lost somewhere autside the
Presidential limousine. .

The courses of the wounds through -
Kenriedy’s neck-and Connally’s chest
are both on -downward paths, so the
bullet or bullets that caused them had
to stop in-the car. If another bullet



was involved, where is if? Where did
it go? : )

As one .of the- Warren Repert crit-
ics, Richard H. Popkin, has.conceded,
“For those who do nbt accept the
Commission's one-bullet hypothesis,
there is'a genuine problem of explain-
ing where the bullets went.”

Specter doesn’t have that problem.
His hypothesis covers them all. In the
absence- of :a more convincing counter-
argument, his theory has stood the
test of a decade.

-y HILE ‘1. WAS. WORKING on
this story, which took several
weeks, a newspaperrhan- who

did a lot of work on the Kennedy
assassination and the Warren Report
years ago told me: o N

“Fryinig -to knock down the Warren
Report is like trying to catch smoke.
Time and again I chased what looked
like a promising lead, only to have it
peter out. There are odd places in it
(the Report), but it's hard to find
something to put in its place,”

Two recent leads that failed to pan
out’ are '€xamination of thé photo-
graphs and X-rays of Kennedy’s offi-
cial autopsy, and the rumor that
Oswald was an informant on the pay-
roll of the FBIL

The first lead arose from the fact
that two sets of doctors saw Kennedy’s
body, but .neither saw all of his
wounds.

Dallas doctors, who were civilians,
first saw Kennedy’s body when he was
brought* wounded to Parkland Memo-
rial Hospital. While they strove vainly
to save his life, he lay face upward
and they néver turned .him .gver. So
the Dallas doctors never saw the
wound in his back.

Trying to help the dying President
breathe, the Dallas doctors performed
a tracheostomy, which means cutting
a hole in'the windpipe. The place they
chose to cut’'was across the wound in
Kennedy’s neck.

When the body reached Bethesda
Nayal Hospital in suburban Washing-
ton, D. C, the three military doctors
who performed the autopsv did not no-
tice the neck wound because it was ob-
scured by the tracheostomy incision.
So they saw only the wound in the
back and, obviously, the gaping wound
in Kennedy’s head.

The two sets of doctors did not
consult with one another and get their
signals straight until after:the autopsy
was over and the body was gone, on
its way te be prepared for ‘burial in
Arlington National Cemetery.

The , Warren Report subsequently
reconciled their examinations by de-
ciding that the back wound marked
the entrance of the bullet called Ex-
hibit 399, and the neck wound marked

its exit. ' )
. Many skeptics suspected they got it

" backwards, however, and that Ken-

nedy was shot through the neck from
the front. They also wondered if- he
could have been sho‘t'in‘the head from
the front. :

the autopsy and X-ray photo-
graphs taken of XKennedy —
photographs locked up in the National
Archives and forbidden fo public view.
These photographs were' not even
shown to the Warren Commission. The

T HE KEY, SUPPOSEDLY, lay in

ban on them was not lifted until last’

year. .
To date, only. three non-government
physicians have been permitted to see

these two sets of photographs. They -

are Dr. John K. Lattimer of New York
on Jan. 7, 1972; Dr: Cyril H. Wecht of
Pittsburgh on Aug. 23-24, 1972; and Dr.
E. Forrest Chapman of Belleville,
Mich., on July 5-6, 1973. °

“In ‘a lengthy article published in the
May, 1972, issue of the magazine Resi-
dent and Staff Physician, Dr. Lattimer
declared  that his examination

“brought to - light no  basic.

discrepancies in the concepts put forth
in the Warren Commission Report.”
His article included sketches of the X-
rays.

Dyed-in-the-wool ~ critics brushed -

Lattimer’s findings aside, however,
declaring that he was a patsy who had
made known his favorable attitude to-
ward the Warren Report beforehand.
They placed more faith in Wecht and
Chapman, both qualifiéd pathologists
who do mot believe that the Warren
Report is true.

Lengthy interviews with Wecht in
Pittsburgh and Chapman at his home
in Belleville, however, disclosed that
neither of them now question the basic
accuracy of the drawings and physical
measurements in Lattimer’s article.

Neither Wecht nor Chapman be-
lieves that Oswald “‘acted alome.” But

-they both concede that there is nothing

in the autopsy photographs and X-rays
to prove he didn't, in particular that
there is nothing to show any shot from
the front. .

NOTHER SPECULATION that
A_ has fascinated Warren Report
critics for years is the rumor
that Oswald was a secret informer
paid by the FBI
Nowhere in the 888 pages of the
Warren Report is it mentioned! that
the commission received this tip ifrom
two high public officials.

Texas State Attorney General Wag-..

goner Carr and Dallas District Attor-
ney Henry Wade relayed to the com-
mission a story that Oswald had been

This man, photoegraphed
in Mexico City by the CIA
prior to assassination, was
at first identified by CIA as
Oswald. He remains part of
the unsolved mystery.

an FBI informant since September,
1962; that he was on the FBI payroll
at $200 2 month on the day he was ar-
rested; and that he had been assigned
an FBI informant number, S-179.

This was first published in 1965 by
Representative Gerald R. Ford, a
commiission member who is now Vice
President-designate, in a book entitled,
“Portrait of the Assassin.” It was ex-
amined at some length the next year
in Epstein’s ‘““Inquest.”

Epstein justifiably criticized the
commission’s investigation of this tip
as ridiculously inadequate. KEssen-
tially, the commission asked FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover about it and
he-said it wasn't true. .

Chief Justice Earl Warren, com-
mission chairman, refused to even
look ‘at Oswald’s FBI file. The com-
mission never questioned the apparent
source of the Carr-Wade tip, a news-
paper reporter in Houston, Texas,
named Alonzo Hudkins.

Last week I talked' to Hodkins on
the. phone in Baltimore, Md., where he
is now a reporter for the News-Ameri-
can. “I think Oswald was either a
stoolie for the FBI or the CIA and
turned out to be the greatest double
agent of all time,” he said.

He declined to name the exact
source for his belief, but said, “I was
told by several sources from at least
four different agencies — the (Dallas)
city police, the sheriff’s office, the

-DA’s office and oneé federal agency.”

When I asked him his soutce for
Oswald’s informant number, HudKins
said he and three associates “made up
the number.” When I asked him what
the real number was, Hudkins said,
“There wasn’t a real number.”’

“I've nmever. told anybody about
making up the number untl this
week.” Hudkins said. He =aid he had
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 "A view of the assassinalion scene and route of Kennedy motorcade.

no idea where the figure “of. $200 'a .

‘month as Oswald’s 'pdy .came" from,
that he wasn't the source of that.:
~ Maybe, just inaybe, Oswald was an
informer for the FBL But- viously
the original * tip- wés . riitich ', flimsier
- than the way it has' been standing jn
print for the past few years.. -

ARREN REPORT = CRITICS
‘/ R/ have always been . fascinated
- by the fact that-Oswald, unlike
most assassins, never confessed, evén
on his death bed. He. denied all
' charges through 12" hours ‘of :police
‘questioning. He insisted -he” was: being
framed and told reporters, “I'm just.a
patsy.” ‘ RN
Critics have never received any sup-
port from the Kennedy. ' family,
however. Most recently, ‘Sen: Edward
M. (Ted) Kennedy said-in.an article in
this month’s issue of McCall’s Maga-
zine: ! i
“Pm satisfied that it (the assassina-
tion) wag the work of one individual.
TI'm satisfied with the Warren.Com-
mission’s findings.” :

HIS “COMING  FRIDAY at
T Georgetown University in Wash-
-~ ingten,  D. C., the principal
- assassination researchers and schol-
ars in this coyntry will assemble for a
two-day convention to discuss the kill-
ings of John Kennedy. and-his brother
" Robert, the slaying of the: Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, and the wounding
of Alabama Gov. George Wallace.
The driving force behind the con-
vention is the Committee to Investi-

pre-assassin:

gate Assassinations (CTIA), a Was-p—
ington-based organization founded in
1968 by critics of the Warren Report.

Executive director of CTIA, and its
principal source of financial support,
is Bernard (Bud) Fensterwald Jr., the
defense attorney for both convicted
Watergate burglar James W. McCord
and convicted King assassin James
Earl Ray. Most of the CTIA research
is handled by Robert P. (Bob) Smith,

a walking encyclopedia of assassina-

tion facts. . :

With the Warren Commission long
since disbanded, the CTIA is now the
principal national clearing house for
the collection and dissemination of
Kennedy ' assassination research. To
date, Fensterwald has put $12,000 ‘of
his own money into an effort to
disprove the Warren Report.

“Oswald is not the lene-assassin,  if

" he’s the assassin at all,” ‘Fensterwald

said in an interview in his Washington
office. “My: real honest feeling is that
he was a4 patsy. I'm convinceda good
part of the- answer lies-in (Oswald’s -

In Wi

h.  to
udgm put-
ting -his ; trist - in a new movie’called
“Executive Action’” .
Lane was co-author of the- novél -on

' which the film is based. “There’s .a

better chance this film will reopen a
serious factual examination (of  the
assassination) than anything * that’s
§1appened in the last 10 years,” he said
in an interview at Wounded Knee,

The movie depicts three riflemen
killing Kennedy. This is more conserv-
tive than Lane’s own opinion, which
features four or five gunmen including
one firing a pistol out of a sewer.

NTERVIEWED AT HIS suburban
I Philadelphia home on the campus
of Haverford College, “Six Seconds
in Dallas” author 'Josiah Thorhpson
said he now suspects that some-of the
asassination evidence was falsified:
“I'm convinced that some of the
pieces of the puzzle we've been given
just dor’t belong to the puzzle,” he
said. “I think Exhibit 399 is the red
herring in this.”’ -
- Thompson thinks four shots from
three gims killed Kennedy. “I think
Oswald was involved sore way,

perhaps peripherally, with the Intelli-

gence cormmunity, and the commission
simply decided to look the other way,”
he said. i o

Sylvia Meagher, author of “Ac-
cessories After the Fact,” still speaks
with profound regret abeut- Garrison's
abortive prosecution of Clay Shaw,
which she described as. “ruinous, de-
stroying all that we (critics) had done
before.”

In an interview at her vacation home.
on Fire Island, N. Y., she mused, “It's
always been hard to separate the nuts
and the schiolars in this case. The ma-
terial itself is rather lurid.”

At his neat red brick home in Belle-
ville, Mich., whére no visitor is allowed
to smoke a cigaret, Dr. E. Forrest
Chapman still harbors far-reaching
suspicions despite his personal study of



the Kennedy autopsy phetographs and
X-rays.

He sarcastially speaks of Exhibit 399
as “that bullet that did everything but
serve tea.” He believes that Watergate
helps the critics’ case because “People
are waking up to the idea that crimi-
nals are rumning the goevernment.” A
life member of the John Birch Society,
Chapman believes that Kennedy was
killed “because he was turning right
making a strong turn toward
Americanism.”

In Pittsburgh, Dr? Cyril H. Wecht, is
not surprised that no one will disclose
the whereabouts of Kennedy’s brain,
which he wants to examine. “Of course
the brain is missing,” he said,
“because the brain would tell us

whether one shot or two shots struck
the President’s head.” ‘
Wecht believes a- second assassin
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was invelved, probably also firing at
Kenhedy from behind. Asked how such
a~conspiracy could be concealed for so
long, he replied, “Who knows why no-
bady has spilled the beans? Maybe the
spillers of -beans aren't around any-
niore:”:

In suburban Dallas, Penn Jones Jr.,
the peppéry editor and publisher of

‘ the weekly Midlothian Mirrer, contin-
" ues to keep patient count of the people

inyolved in and around the assassina-
tion whe' have since died, some natu-
ra:lly, some violently. -

__Jones believes - that Kennedy’s

assassination represented a military
takeover of the Federal Gevernment.
“I hope I'm crazy,” he said in an
interview. “Because if I'm not, we're
in»:big trouble.”

mvoved in the assassmanon is lit-

I N .DALLAS, most of the scenety
tle- changed despite the passage. of

I a decade

t'The 'I‘exas Theatre, where Oswald

¢ was arrested by Dallas police, is still

pifching to a mass audience with low-
niced double features.

The day Oswald was apprehended
there, the Texas was showing a pair of
war movies entitled “Cry of Battle”

and “War is Hell.” Late last month,

for a tariff of $§1 per ticket, it was
aoffering “Pit of Horror” and “Vampu*e
Beast.”

Visitors may sleep, if they~ choose, in
the last house where Oswald lived. ‘A
sign in the front yard of the red brick
house at 1026 N. Beckley advertises
“Bedrooms for Rent.”

Or, if you wish, there are vacancies
at the apartment house whefe Jack
Ruby last lived, a motel-like ar-
rangement at 223 S. Ewing now called
Marsala Place. Ruby had apartment
206, upstairs overlooking the swimming
nool. A sign by the street offers ‘2
and 3 bedrooms, furnished and unfur-
nished.” ,

The Texas School Book Depository
still stands. The big neon roof sign ad-
vertising Hertz Rent-a-Car, which once

glittered over Oswald's head, still’

twinkles on and “off with bulbs of
yellow, blue and blood-red..

The building is vacant now and
locked, and visitors are deCIded]y un-

welcome An_ emphatic 51gn cautlons“

the curious: ;

“This building is private property.
Any aftempt to enter will be consid-
ered a criminal act. Building is
guarded and under 24-hour protection.
Enter at your own risk!”

The building is owned by a 73-year-
old oil man named Col. D. Harold
Byrd. He bought it in 1937 for $80,000.

- He wants $1.2 million for it now.

MERICANS HAVE ALWAYS
A hated Presidential assassins.
John Wilkes Booth, killer of
Abraham Lincoln, was fatally shot in
a burning barn.

Spectators paid as much as $300
each to watch the hanging of Charles
J. Guiteau, the killer of James A. Gar-
field. -

After the electrocution of Leon F.
Czolgosz, the killer of William McKin-
ley, all of Czolgosz’ clothes and per-
sonal effects were burned and a
carboy of sulfuric acid was poured
into his coffin.

But no ome is likely to- bother
Oswald’s bones.

At Rose Hill Cemetery in Fort
Worth, Texas, his plain pine coffin
was lowered into a vault lined with
asphalt and reinforced with steel bars.
The vault weighs more than a ton.



