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MANCHLESTER GUARDIAN WERLLY . .

fan at large

“['J.‘ seems to me that anyone who now

challenges the findings of the Warren
Commissgion on  ithe assassination af
President Kennedy and the murders of
Police Officer Tippit 2nd Lee Harvey
Oswald ought to make clear his early
association with the event and his first
conclusions about the commission’s judsz-
ment. For a lot of early doubis (Buchanan,
Bertrand Russell, and a pack of the
foreign press who invaded Dallas) were
either snatched from misinformation or
rosted in a deep hatred of America dis-
guised, often from the hater himself, as a
passion for justice.

Most of us, at the start, were profoundly
shaken by the murder itself and outraged
at the hewildered and sloppy behaviour
of the Dallas police. After that we divided
sharply into those who were relieved by
the executlive order that let the FBI iake
over and those whose chronic distrust of
the FBI or fondnesss

' for conspiracies
gquickened their susceptibility to the
plague of

rumours. Once President
Johnson appointed the rommission, the
first group was further reassured by the
distinction of most of the appointees and
by the unquestionable integrity of Chief
Justice Warren. The sceptics, figchting now
a rearguard action against the Estahlish-
ment, held blindly to the rumeours or
shrugged off the whole thing as an in-
evitable whitewash. Ten months later
you had your choice of refuctantly con-
ceding that the whitewash had been done
with herculean labour ({(one fat report
and 26 volumes of supporting documents,
2xhibits, and testimony) or succumbing
with a sigh to such a massive doss of
tranquilliser,
*x

As a working correspondent who often
attached himself to the White House
press corps to cover the political travels
of President Kennedy. I had put myseif
down to ge to Fort Worth and Dallas.
But the trip came at the wrong time for
my newspaper: the first story could
appear only on Saturday, and since we
had no Sunday newspaper the next story
would be stale. Moreover, it was to be
a wearisome chore for the President (he
had _to be strongly persuaded to go) of
pacitying a Texas political feud Belween
the Vice- President, Governor Connally,
and two opposing partisans who, just
to confuse things. bore the same name,
I decided to stay in New York, a decision
that saved me from the agony of the
press corps’ iong ordeal when it found
itself stranded in the luncheon gathering
which the President was to address. For
the next five hours two of us watched
three television networks ¢lo an incompar-
able if desperate job,

It is curious, in retrospect, how some

of the lasting Woubts-were-planted in the
first féw ‘_ﬁbpur_&,.m()ne“ of them was the
precise’ identification, by three policemen
who séarched the sixth Jgor of the Texas
School Book_Depg itory Building, of the
murder wea ~as_&_German * Mauser,
7.65 bolt action, equipped with a 4/18
scone.” The bHullefs conld ot have come
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ALISTAIR COOKE re-examines the evidence

on the assassination of President Kennedy

from it, and the police later changed
their minds and decided it was an_Jtalian
carbine, which somehow had been found
iater in the building and which Qswald,

or someolng_elsxi?hgd bought from a mail-
order house under the pseudonym of

2 From the first, the fishiest

iteni_wai“the miraculous swooping down

on Oswald a miile OF (W0 WEY 10 4 movie

glelz]ltre,' ’aL@Xh STspert—in- a-l;l,f of
allag, on.the rough déscription of a

bystander at ¥orty yards WHo Jater Tailed

to identify Oswald in the police line-up

and who proved 1068 4 Very changéable

witness. The murder of Officer TIPPif was
then, and 1S with meé today, a
mystery which only by huge credulous-
ness, and the supptéssion of good wit-
nesses, can. ¥ ed 10 fhe Lee
Haivey Oswald we know. ‘_

. However, while thirty years of report-
ing have taught me that even bishops
and Prime Ministers can err, I am myself
temperamentally inclined -to trust’ the
Establishment at the first how! of a heat-
aik. And these early misgivings, angd the
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saes subsequently and stridently elalor
ated by Buchanan (and now hy Iarold
Weisherg in_his privately prinfed -* White-
wash 7}, only served to tantalise my
hunger for the Warren Report. Like, I
should guess, most meémbers of the com-
mission, I _did. not read the whole 27
volumes, _only the report-ifself. So—ihe
doubts were explained away (or, it now
appears, the evidence that would inflame
them was damped down); the police
found _no ejected shells on the suspiciou
grassy Knoll by the rtailroad overpass:
even Marima Oswald thought her hushand
was guilty ;. Mark Lane was dashing alt
over insisting on the murkiness of the
commission’s motives; Oswald was dead ;
Ruby was in gaol; the investigation had
taken ten months (aciually, only ten
weeks) ; hundreds of wiinesses had been
re-examined. I Temained, Hgwever, for
Edward Jay Epstein, & young academican,
to interview five of the commission’s
seven members and most of its legal staff.
Until the appearance of Mark Lane’s
beok (“Rush to Judzment,” Bodley Head
42s), and Epstein’s cool and alarming
account of the way the commission went
about its work (“Imguest,” Hutchinson
30s), there was little cause to frei. No
%on_%er}rli}?pm'“’“‘ %3, ™ afraid, the
burden of pr swald's_lone guilt
must falL, as_.uit;qg:iﬁtﬂ_tgl__ham_ﬂ" i
the begiRMiNg, on the proseculors: in
$ 10733y, on TI]Q__F_BI “And pn the commis-
o1, Wttt from Start {o Grish appeared
0_rnave a perverse prefere ar festi
that was contradiciory or upreliable
ot éowed or perjured. From ﬁ-ﬁmt‘o last,

the commission clung in the FRI's four-
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voluma report like a Fundamentalist o
the Gld Testament.

In ‘he days of our Innocence, every
time e read that “the ¢oniinission 7 had
conciv ded this oF that, we reflected that
this was the ceonsidered judgment of the
uprigt £ "Thief Justice " {himself once 4
skitlec distriet attorney in Californiay,
of Joan McCloy, once the Higch Com-
missigner for Germany, of a former head
of the Central Intellizence Agency, and ol
a former Solicitor-General of the Uniied
States Behind them was a hody of life-
long  awyers, so high-priced that most
of them had iittle time to desert their
practizes. They came 1o hear much the
same relation to the commission’s work
as the letter-head hizwigs on a charity
hall appeal do to starving children or
Israecli refugees. Of the comnmissioners
themsclves, only Justice Warren attended
almost 2all the sessions. The rest turned
up a half, or a third, or a fiflh. of ihe.
time. .4 young corperation lawver on the
stail described their function as that of
1 board of directors. Joseph Ball, an
axperienced criminal lawver assigned to
study the identity of the assassin, con-
“uded that “ the commission had no idea
what tvas happening, we did all the in-
vestigating, lined un the witnesses, solved
the pimblem and wrote the report.”

*

Assuming for the moment that these
strictu 'es might be residual scars from
the incvitable personalitv clashes of the
commission and its frontic staff  {the
writine and publication deadlines had
constar fly to he advanced, to the Chief
Justice's distress), let us look 2t the
proced ire the commission awvreed fo
adopt. Hardly knowing where fo hegin,
in a task that had no precedent in Presi-
dential commissions, they parcelled out
the “iavestigation” according to ftonics
and issies in a very orderly fashion. This
divisior, of labour was such as would he
followed by an eminent law firm as the
proper way to amass testimony hefore
frial, festimony which would be digested
into evidence by the {rial lawyver and his
staff in eourt. But there was no such
master mind, and the method guaranteed
that the distinguished commissioners by

their irequent ahsences, and the galley
slaves by thelr separaice preoccupations,
would be alienated from a view of the
whole tase.

But if the commission did not end with
2 comprchensive view, it started with one.
It so01 {ound that it had no time for
indepgndent_investigzation. It 1risted™ fo
the fiv:ivohumes of the FBI report (which
contained 25,000 separate items), an
almost irresistible document if read zlone.



S0 the commission pruceeded anugi
mischievous, hut self-imposed, handicap.
It referred always o the testimony of the
Dallas police and the FBI's final version
of its interviews as the case to disprove,
and when it was in doubt if retained its
faith, The procedure dangerously re-
sembied that wheveby a district atiorney’s
office dedicates itsell to a single end : the
procuring of an indictment from a grand
Jury at all costs. A grand jury is the
creature of the DA ; and that is why his
required obsession 1o prosecute must he
repulsed by the defence lawyer and Lested
in the trial,

But there was no trial, and no case for
the defence. It is what Mr Lane has tried
to provide. Admittedly. it is an advocate's
:ase, and, while he tends to impuegn the
commission’s motives as reliably as the
commission impugns the doubters of its

singlg—hu}lut‘ single-assassin theory, Iis
case is a damning ona,
kY

S0, (e commdssion’s report amounts

to the published transeript of a vast grund
jury hearing. 1ts_revealed inadequacy, not
to say injusticé, is that liaving heard an

cXTausiive

case for the prosecution it
pfoceeds at once to 4 conviction and a
retrospective sentence of death. It is not,
1t HoW_appéars, that {lie commission was
devinm = _slofiful ~ Hs T method of Hro-
cedure was_fatal to any_whole view. And
its defined alms were fatal to & true one,
For it accepted in good faith the Presi.
dent’s order to * ascertain, evaluate, and
report on” the true facis; bui it at
once added to this the further aim of
“lifting the cloud of deubts that had been
cast over American institutions”™; in a
word—1to dispel the darkness it was the
commission’s duly. if not its brief, to
penetrate, At an carly meeiing it was
conironted hy a bomb. There was a
rumour

(brought _to the commission’s
notice, incidentally, by Mark Lane, simply
an attotiey and citizen) THAT COswald Had
been or still was .a_paid FBI informer.
The subsequent inquiries disclosed much
disturbing stuff about sworn contacts and
Government cheques. The commission’s
general counsel warned that what had
been unearthed would he “bad for the
commission . . . damaging to the agencies
that are involved.” In spite of Allen
Dulles’” admission that this allegation
“was a terribly hard thing to disprove,”
it was mercifully rejected on the single
assurance of J. Edgar Hoover that there
was not *“a scintilla™ of evidence.

it was a close shave. But from then on,
the half-consclous but flagging aim of the
conmussion was to present a solid front,
to soothe the public discontent, to accept
the truth when it flourished only under
blue skies. The “informer™ scare had

heen an object lesson. ‘.’Wm
public mood have been iT” nmission
had Thonestly confessed JHat the mmani-
ARIIES ﬁ(ngg_gﬁamg_gggas doctors of a
CoImmIisSsion | . . dama ging to Lhe agencies
small entry wound in the throat (before
{he emergency tracheéotomy had distorfed
amd—enlarged {he Wound for the later

aatopsy by the navy doctors) f
hlasted_the theory fhat_all the bullets

were fired from behind, and therefore

destroyed_far bﬂynndﬁa__uamahl_e__dg}yzlzt

the whole theory of_a single assassﬁgnl Tt
™ B n

ﬁﬁWg alemc‘%%%_ng \,Iogg__\_,.a.__%omooc o]

time-serving as any other liberal emotion

if the end in view is a noble posture
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which can he just as-. -
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rather than action. The cucstien is, where
do we go from here? = oo 5

I_believe the case sihould be re-opened
by ‘a_commission that.would first appoint
a hody of independent investizators whose
only duty would he to the commission -

{1t the testimor the police and the
Adike any other

BT showld B assessed .
that a legal stafl should prepare the casc
for the defence ; and that the commission
should then call al! the witnesses the
defence counsel considers “vital” includ-
ing those on whom Mr Lane bases his
rebuttal. and all the testimony-—most
especially | that  of Sybvia., Qdio — that
supports the theory of. an. aclive con-
spiracy with Cubans in_which Jack Ruby,
the known Oswald, and the physically
similar Oswald who laid so many upset-
ling clues may have been involved. The
essential witnesses would have to include
the majority of bystanders who were sure
the bullet spunds had come from the

L O T S

wooded }mo]_l by the overpass: au tne
veople in the Bock Depositary whe
claimel fo have seen ome Gswald or

another; the people whe failed to wdentify
Oswalc In the lineup hnt who subse-
quentl, after visits from FBI or “recon-
siderat.on,” then identifiag him; the cab-
driver who booked Oswalds caboride af
a-time “WlHen Oswald §nomd have been
raising ‘his“rifter—the man who actually
put in the [olice call over Tipnit's radio
car, atd not the man the commission
“believad” had done it: all the people
who krew Tippit and also knew Ruby ;
the wonan on the bus who owed rent to
Gswald and was his only identifier on his
long and irrational jotrney home; and
nmany niore who Mcssys Lane and Epstein
convince me oughl 1y appear.
¥
The awful blend
patrioti;m that shook the country in the
months after the assassination has dis-
sipated. The risk that all the old wit-
nesses  have by now  hardened  into
anecdot: the confusion of fivst impres
stons 1s worth takinz The fear that the
mstitutisns  of  American  government
would topple before the truth 15 no longer
lively. 1 BJ is there 1o prove it. it should
he possible now to see the heng steadily
and see much more of the whole.
Probasly there was not (as ihe new
Presider t Johnson was the first to fear)
a2 Cubar or Right-wing plot avainst the

of  outrage and

American executive branch (several of
the Cabinet were up in that plune on

Ltheir wiy to Japan). Perhaps there
09 conspiracy at all. and 1he Dallas police
are’ blan eléss to a man Terhaps Qswald's

o

meredih € marksmanship can he  made
credible. Perhaps sollie seer can he Tound
toexpian thetnexplicabic Tinpil episade,
Perhaps it will come™o light how a hullet

which weént throtgh sne™ Batk. apd body
Into-"an ther ~back” @nd wut {hroueh &
wrist ints a-thigh véieined_the fragments

- that~wer® ToURA 10 The_hodies, Dorhaps
it w ictely—a 5 oincidence

that the. Guly two Feporlers who went to
Rubyls.fl L JUSTENEF N6 shot Uswald were
murdere {, ghe in Dallas, one by a police
{;fﬁg{g_g_.x_Qi&ifogmgbl’gy_lmps there was
no_other assassin. T

The geaeral court-martial that tried the
so-called conspirators for the assassina.
tion of Abraham Lincoln was plainly told
its duty hy, I believe, the Assistant Secre.
tary of V/ar: “ You must not allow your
judgment and decision in this case to be
troubled by any piddling technicalitios
of the 1av or by any pedantic revard to
the custonary rules of cvidence, Second,
and most important. you must not permif
vourselve; to Dbe influenced by  that
obnoxious creation of lezal nonsense—
reasonabl: douht.”

The uinaveidahle charge against the
commissicn must be that if it had taken
a similar vow very many more of its
findings vrouid be understandahle. As it
was, it {ulfilled its second aim: to dispel
a welter cf alarming rumours and protect
the Reputl lie It signally failed in_its first
am: “to ascertain, evaluate, and_report
on " the itruth dedlcible from.the facts,
Sooner or later, it will have to be done.
It would be hefer, for. e hraised condi-
fion of A mericin justice, th?{%pﬁ" sheuld’
not be le#t tg “Ristorians who will be
gijgp_w‘s_ad fo Se¢ fthe  deposifs in  the
Lvdtional #rchives 75 years alter Novem-
her 22, 1933, This President, or the next.
should_ copveng T another T roTmmTssIoT.
Twenty-ses e vohrmesare-TotEn50e ugh
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