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Justice Dept. Planning
Limited fnvestigation
Into Kennedy Slaying

WASHINGTON, Jan. 5 (AP) — The
Justice Department, more than a year
after being urged by a House comrmittee
to open its own investigation into the as-
sassination of President Kennedy, has de-
cided that it will conduct a limited in-
quiry into the matter.

Justice Department officials say the in-
quiry will focus primarily on controver-
sial acoustical evidence that a second

person fired at Kennedy in Dallas’s Dea-
ley Plaza on Nov. 22, 1963.

The department was urged in Decem-
ber 1978 by the House assassinations com-
mittee to follow up on the panel’s findings
of possible conspiracies in the slayings of
both Kennedy and the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., the civil rights leader.

The committee concluded afier a two-
year investigation that Kennedy’s death
probably resulted from a conspiracy,

possibly by organized crime figures, and

that Dr. King’s murder in Memphis on
April 4, 1968, might have been a resultofa
conspiracy.

The decision to conduct the Justice De-
partment inquiry was announced in a let-
ter written by Robert L. Keuch, special

cunsel to Attsrney General Benjamin R.
Civiletti.

Mr. Keuch toid Representative Louis
Stokes, Demccrat of Ohio, who is chair-
man of the Fouse assassinations panel,
that he had asked the Federal Bureau of
[nvestigation to conduct a *‘limited inves. |
tigation into several aspects of the assas-
sination.”

He said the National Science Founda-
tion would be asked to help arrange an
“independent scientific review” of the
findings of the House committee's acous-
tical experts. Those experts concluded
that a Dallas “olice tape made during the
Kennedy slaying showed that a second
person fired . shot from a grassy knoll
along the Pre: idential motorcade route.




