AT THIS POINT it's unclear
what we’ll do.” Jeif Goldberg

g; with one ac:mmamm clad
leg F,mi_:m on his desk. He was in the
modestly {urnished, second-floor town-
house office in downtown Washington,
I3.C., where for three years the Assassi-
nation Information Bureau (AIB) has
gone aboul ifs bhusiness.

“Whether we’ll continue, or whether
we'll go inte hibernation, T don’t know,”
Goldberg said. “Our mandate was to gef
a congressional investigation. We've ac-
complished what we set out to do.
Beyond that, we'll just have to let the
events unfold.”

Goldberg is cochairman with Carl Og-
lesby of the AIB, the only staffed organi-
zation of Warren Report critics to
monitor the House Select Committee on
Assassinations’ reinvestigation of Jjohn F.
Kennedy's murder. He was giving a per-
sonal response to a question on the minds
of many people since early last week:
What next, now that the committee has
issued its final report concluding conspira-
cy was probable In the President’s mur-
der, and that it probably involved low-
echelon members of organized crime and
a second gunman.

For the dozens of Warren Report crifics
and independent investigators of the as-
sassination, the committee’s basic conclu-
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President John F.

sion of conspiracy is a watershed in :5:.
l6-year struggle to convince the gov-
ernment and fellow Americans of their
belief that Kennedy’s murder was not just
the deed of a lone assassin.

“IN A POWERFUL way, it really
scratches the itch to hear a well-financed
government body come up with a conclu-
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Kennedy one minute before hie was fatally m:o.ﬁ in November, 1963.

sion in agreement with Sm.eﬁﬁo:m of
the American people,” Carl Oglesby said,
“I don’t think there is anybody who does
not think it is a positive step. Some of
the critics will say, yeah, they could have
done much better . and, yes, it wasn't
everything some of us thought should be
said. But it gives us time to add to the
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“what next?

record; it gives us a new solid base from
which to proceed.”

Oglesby, 44, and Goldberg, 28, are
among the second generation of Warren
Report critics and assassination research-
ers. Second-generation critics most
readily distinguish themselves by placing
in a political context the more document-
oriented work of the first-generation erit-
ics. Oglesby did precisely that in his
book, “The Yankee and Cowboy War”
(Berkley Medallion Books, 1978), a con-
spiratorial history of America from the
assassination to Watergate.

An eatly leader of Students for a
Democratic Society (SDS) and antiwar
activist in the 1960s, Ogleshy helped found
the AIB in 1973. A eoupie of vears later,
it was the major force behind a resolu-
tien passed by the Massachusetts legisia-
ture calling for a congressional investiga-

-tion of the Kennedy assassination.

The results of that investigation inciude
a total of 13 supporting volumes on the
Kennedy assassination alone, as well as
the committee’s 686-page summary report.
It will take time for carefully thought out
responses to emerge from the press, the
critics, the Justice Department, and the
Carter administration. And it is the re-
sponse of the last two that is the key to
the future of the AIB, for the committee
has referred the case lo the Justice De-
partment, which is now reviewing the evi-
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More than a decade 290 at a press conference,
Josiah Thompson pushed his four-bullet theory;
now a House commiltes backs up his belief.~
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dence. And the President, conceiv-
ably, could apply poiitical pressure for
a continuing investigation. But that re-
sponse may be months in coming.

THE AIB IS ONE part of a loosely
connected network of people who have
closely followed the House committee’s
activities during the last two years.
Among them are 35 or 40 researchers,
.investigators, scholars, and writers who
have diligently pursued the case. And

! within that number are a dozen or so

:whose early and long-term efforis to
find answers are acknowledged by the
rest as seminaliy influential.

Several blocks away on I, Street are
the well-appeinted law offices of Ber-
nard Fensterwald Jr., which is also
the mailing address for his Committee
to Investigate Assassinations (CTIA), a
small, loosely knit group of critics, in-
vestigators, and writers around the
country. The CTIA, which in 1977 pub-
lished a 590-page who's who of the
Kennedy assassination (*“Assassination®
of JFK—by Coincidence or Conspira-
¢y?”) also Contributed to the creation
of the House Select Commitiee on As-
sassinations.

While the House committee’s investi-
gation still leaves open the question of
who the conspirators and triggermen
were (other than Lee Harvey Oswald),
Fensterwald says he is less concerned
with seeing them prosecuted than with
holding government agencies account-
able for. withholding information.

“I don't think it’s terribly important
that there be any prosecution. It’s the
performance of government agencies in
this thing that we should be concerned
with. The performance of U.S. agencies
was deplorable. . . . Why is the CIA
fighting to withhold documents and
photographs today?

IF FENSTERWALD had his say, the
General Accounting Office, not the Jug-
tice Department, would conduct any fu.
ture investigation into the assassina.
tion. Most of the critics are unanimous
in their opposition to a Justice Depart-
ment investigation: The FBI is the in.
vestigative arm of the Justice Depart-
ment, and while iis staff is best
trained to conduct such an investiga-
tion, critics believe its past per-
formance seriously cornpromises its
credibility. :

A more immediate concern for Fen.
sterwald is the fate of a large amount
of raw data, field interviews,
memoranda, executive session
transcripts—the kind of material inde-
pendent researchers and investigators
relish poring over—that will mot be
published, “If they lock i away, that's
it,” Pensterwald said. *“The House is
not subject to the Freedom of Informae
tion Act.” .

HAROLD WEISBERG lives in a2 suburh

of Frederick, Md., in a house occupied by.

60 full file drawers “and stacks of
stuff all over the place,” all connected

with his 16 years of documentary sleu-
thing. He has written seven books on
the assassination, and is indisputably
the first of the first-generation assassi-
nation eritics with his 1965 book,
“Whitewash: The Report on the War.
ren Report.”

He is severely eritical of the eom-
miitee’s work and methodology. “This
committee hasn’t even come close. . . .
1t never conducted an investigation of
either gssassination. The commitice de™
dicated itself to putting down private
citizens (Warren Report critics), and
to ending all criticism. With the tape
of Dealey Plaza (the acoustical evi-
dence of a fourth shot), the commities
was saved from its own bankruptey.
And that tape had to he forced on
them.”

Still, Weisberg is begrudgingly
pleased with the committee’s conelu-
sion that conspiracy is probable (“It
was their only chance to avoid bank-
ruptey.”). But he disagrees with its
reading of Oswald as an assassin
somehow in league with lower-echelon
organized .crime figures. “With all the
expert hit men they could draw eon,

Hamldil;t’eisbetg‘;zdy/ithaﬂﬂre:
-expert hitmen, a |
dumb-dumb like Oswald?

why a dumb-dumb like Oswald who
couldn’t shoot straight?

JOSIAH THOMPSON, 44, is & San'
Francisco private investigator, formep
Naval officer, and Yale graduate (PhB.}
who once taught philosophy at -

Haverford College, His 1967 book, “Six

Seconds in Dallas,” is a detailed ansl-
ysis of what happened at Dealey Plaza
the day of the assassinaton. The com-
mittee’s conclusion that there were
four shots instead of the three believed
by the Warren Commission, is in
agreement with those of Thompson's
book (although he believes the shots
were fired by three gunmen, not twol.
While Thompson expresses admira-
tion for the committee’s courage i
reaching the conclusions it did, he be-
lieves its members were driven to the
Teast nolitical conclusion they could as-

rive :it by strong, impossible-to-ignore
scient ific evidence. .

He disagrees, however, with the cone
clusion that lower-echelon organized
crime figures were probably the acting
consp rators. “If one cencludes that the
assastination was carried out by vari-
ous kw-level members of erganized
crime, it remains an apolitical assassi-
nation, and that is only one step above
the lone mut theory we have had with
us all these years,” he said.

“Here is the initial problem in my
mind: Ne one has doubied that Oswald
has sume connection to this killing.
But a; far as 1 know, his connection
to organized crime has never been
shown, while his connection to intelli-
gence agencies has been demonstrated,

“So the question remains: If this
was a low-level killing by organized
crime, “;.;wl;x maid? How would the
comm ttee’s ry explain a guy as
odd a: Gswald being invoived in the
assass nation, if those {intelligence)
agencizs themselves had no connee-
tion? iJow did erganized crime know
that Oswald had all these interesting
(intelligenee) connections? Why would
organied crime pick Oswald, of ali
people. to be the patsy? *

SYLVIA MEAGHER {pronounced -
Mah-er), 4 former United Nations Hai-
son officer, is author of the highly re.
garded “Accessories After the Fact”
(Bobbs Merrili, 1367), and the first in-
dex to the Warren Repori. Her one-
hedreoin apartment on the west side of
New York’s Greenwich Village shows
the efficts of her commitment to find-
ing answers {0 the President’s murder.
There ire two file cabinets, three clos-
ets, ani four hookeases holding mate-
rial reiating to the assassination.

Like most of the critics, Meagher
has no. yet had a chanee fe read the -
686-pag: summary report. But from
what sie knows of its conclusions
througl newspaper accounts, she thinks
the corimittee, as she pufs i, “has in-
advertently stumbled on & small piece
of the ruth— proof of conspiracy.”

“But it has tried to confine it o a
narrow - low-level conspiracy, whilé I
see it a8 a broad, high-level conspira-
cy. Anil I don’t accept that Oswald
bad meaningful links (to the FBI, CI4,
and Oftice of Naval Intelligence).

“Y do think the House committes has

produced some impressive evidence
that orjianized crime was involved, and
probablr utilized Oswald as a
scapegoat, But if he was used as a

'scapegoat, I think it is likely that it

was a tovernment source working with
organized erime and anti-Castro Cg-
bans. I can’t believe that organized
crime a'one could do that.”

PENN JONES JR. is the retired
editor o the Midlothian Mirror, a fotir-
page weekly serving a small Texas
town 25 miles south of Dallas and
Dealev laza. He is the author of a



serics of four self-published beoks on
the Kennedy assassination tifled, “Fore
give My Grief,” and edifor of a news.
letter, “The Continuing Inquiry,” pub-
lished on the 22d of each monik.

One of the prime tasks of the news.
Ietter is to publish a massive index
compiled by fellow Texan Mary Fer-
rell, whose files on the assassination
are regarded by most writers and in.
vestigators as the best in the eountry.
The index consists of 50,000 3-by-5-inch
cards. “We're in Volume 4, No. 1, and
we're still in the Gs,” Jones said. It
will take us 16 years to finish the al-
phabet.” |

But his reputation nationally owes to
his compilation ef what has come to
be knewn as the “strange deaths Iist.”
On the list—eriginally 15 names— agre
those asseciated with the assassination
one way or- ancther whose deaths
Jones regards as suspicious. He hag
added steadily t0 the list over the
years.

“Im certainly happy they finally
said, “Yes, it i5 a conspiracy’ My
God, it has taken them 16 years {o say
that. But then on the same day they
said it was a conspiracy, they ad-
journed and abandoned the commitiea,
That’s the day they should have gone
to work. Instead, they discontinued
their efforts.” )

EBWARD J. EPSTEIN iis ene of the
youngest of the firsi-generation critics,
He has written three books on the as-
sassinatien. The first, “Inquest: The
Warren Commission and the Establigh.
ment of Truth” (Viking, 1966), grew
out of a thesis he wrote at Cornell
University for a master’s degree in
political science. His most recent book,
“Legend: The Secret World of Lee
Harvey Oswald” (McGraw-Hill, 1978),
depicts Oswald as a KGB-traimed
agent,

The committee’s conclusion that
there was a second rifleman, most
Iikely on the grassy knoll, troubles
Epstein, “How could someone have
fired a shot and escaped with the
%E"How do you run away with a

“1 {hink the se-called acoustical evi-
dence is a hoax. I think the key to the
Kennedy assassination is Lee
Oswald, 1 think he tried o assassinate
Walker (U.S. Army Gen. Edwin Walk-
er), and I think there is evidence he
had an associate there. If he did, it
might explain a great deal where his
sympathies lay.” -

Epstein discounts the committee’s be-

Yief that Oswald somehow worked with
lower-echelon erganized crime figures.
“The evidence is so overwhelming that
Oswald, before the assassination,
wanted to prove to Fidel (Castro) he
was worthy of the revolution. I think
be saw his uncle only twice (Charles
“Dutz” Murrett, who the committee

. identifies as a minor New Orleans or-

W
SylviaMeagher: The
cemmittee ‘inadvertently
stumbled onasmallpieceof |
thetruih.’ :

gamized crime figure and a surrogate
father for Oswaid).

“He {Pswald) saw himself a3 & con-
spirator werking secretly with the ¥BI,
Seviets, and €IA,” Epstein continued,
“and I think all the infelligence agen.
eies know more than they have said.

“But te be perfectly frank, we're
talking about an event that happened
16 years age. We could have a conspip-
ator whe died of old age.”

MARK LANE HAS been ¢the most
vocal and public of Warren Report
eritics since the 1966 publication of his
book, “Rush to Judgment.” He is attri-
buted with keeping public interest high
in the further investigation of the as-
sassination through his lecture tours,
records, films, and books, and. aiso
with being the prime cause of much of
the criticism leveled at the critics for
his commercial opportunism and, say
many in the field, his sloppy schol-
arship.

Although Lane was among these in-
strumentai in the reopening of the in-
vestigation, especially into the Martin
Lather Ring Jr. assassination, he zayy
be feels no sense of personal vindica-
tion by the cemmittee’s conclusions. It
was one that could have been reached |
years ago, he insists, by a careful

reading of the forensic evidence in the

Kennedy assassination.

“It comes at g time when it is prob-

ably too late to find who was respons-
ible. The intelligence agencies and
police agencies who should have been .
responsibie o go find the killers turned. . |
their backs en the evidence.* o
Lane is comvinced that the comniit-
tee’s conclusion on involvement of low-
er-echelon erganized erime figures was ||
politically inspived by public opinion |
polls showing a wide majority of
Americans believe there was 2 conspi- -

racy.

“So they had fo come up with a
Statement there was a cons iracy if
they were going to run for re-
alaotion” Lane said. “They. had fo

A —— e an

come up with an acceptable enemy, so
‘they came out with the Mafia. Nobody
likes the Mafia. They picked a target
-that :an’t answer.” L

HOWARD ROFFMAN, a Washington
attorney, was only 21 when he wrote
“Presmed Guilty” in 1974, which fo-
cused on the evidence against Oswald.
He does not think the House committee
has come up with any concrete evi-
dence of any direct connection with
any o! the groups it looked at, and the
“assas: ination.

Roft man is especially eritical of
what he says was the committes’s fail-
ure & order an acoustical examination
_of the three out of four shots that did
not appear to come from the grassy
knoll. “It’s almost laughabie that they
came up with this major piece of evie
dence at the last minute and didn't
subject it to more analysis,” he said.

He is not optimistic about the results
of a continued investigation, even in
the hends of a special prosecutor. “f
haven't seen anything at this point to
make me believe the trail is hot
enougi to pursue. “I reaily think this
thing :s just going to go on and go-on.
The only real difference is in the
eral piblic’s opinion at the time.”

PETER DALE SCOTT and Paul _ _ -
Hoch, both faculty members at the
University of California, Berkeley, are
the ed tors of an anthology, “The As-
sassinz tions; Dallas and Beyond”
(Randcm House, 1976). Both men are
critical of what they say was the com-
mittee’s failure to investigate a cover-
up of {he assassination evidence.

“There obviously was a cover-up,
and they're frying to say there
wasn’t,” Scott said. “It may have been
for security reasons, innocent reasons,
or whalever. But there was a cover-up,
« « o I hink it would have been mere
constructive to look at the undeniable
instane:s of cover-up and put pressure
on those people and find out who or-
dered the cover-up and why.”

Hoch agrees, but he believes the
ecommit'ee may have overplayed the
case fo- involvement of organized
erime figures, although he withholds fi-
nal jud;ment until he reads the report.
“I do1t think there was ever any
doubt that organized erime had the
motive und means to get rid of Ken-
nedy. Tle sticky point has giways been




Edward |, Epstein: We could
have a conspirator whodied
ofoldage.’

in the evidence. I think we're seeing
more of an emphasis on organized
erime than the evidence might ware
rant. They seem fo absolve the Cuban
and Soviet governments entirely. I'd
like to see how thoroughly they pur-
sued that sort of thing.”

Both men, however, are pleased
overall with the job the committee did,
“My bottom line reaction is increased
optimism,” Scott sald. “We may never
know the identity of the second
man at Dealey Plaza, but I feel much
better about the American political
process. It took a lot of courage for
this committee o do what.it has
done.”

Added Hoch: “In a sense all my -
friends and I feel somewhat vindicated,
that it wasn’t keoky to go around all
these years saying there was a conspi-
racy.”



