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HOUSE UNIT BELIEVES
ENNEDY AND KING
WERE PLOT VICTIHS

Assassinations Committee Report

Says Earlier Inquiries Failed
to Explore Cases Fully

By WENDELL RAWLS Jr.

The House assassinations committee
has concluded that conspiracy was “like-
1y” in the murders of President John F.
Kennedy and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and that neither the Warren
Commission nor the Federal Bureau of
Investigation adequately expiored con-
spiracy possibilities in either death.

The final report of the committee,
which will be made publie tornorrow at a
news conference in Washington, main-
tains that elements of organized crime
“‘probably” conspired to have President
Kennedy shot to death and that two peo-
pie fired at his car in Dallas on Nov. 22,
1963.

The committee concluded that Dr.

. King’s death in Memphis on April 4, 1968,
‘‘probably” evolved from a censpiracy of
right-wing St. Louis businessmen.

i characterized by 2 limited approach and

Comments on F.B.1.

The report clears both the F.B.I. and
the Central Intelligence Agency of any in-
volvement in the conspiracies, although
it says that the F.B.I. helped create a cli-
mate conducive to the murder of Dr. King
by attacking his civil rights activities
through its Counter Intelligence Pro-
gram, known as COINTELPRO.

spiracy in the slaying of Dr. King could
have been found within months had the
F.B.I. gone beyond identifying the killer,
pursuing him as a fugitive and preparing
a murder case against him.

The committee’s findings differ consid-
erably from those of earlier investiga-
tions, and its report is likely to produce
mare controversy over conspiracy theo-
' ries in both cases.

Assassins’ Identities Confirmed

The committee found that Lee Harvey
Oswald did kill President Kennedy and
that James Earl Ray did kill Dr. King.
While it praises the Warren Commission
and law enforcement agencies for their:

The panel also maintains that a con- :

roles in determix}ing who putled the trig-

gers &nd clears them of any allegation ot
cover-up, it is strongly critical of both the
commission and the F.B.I. for seeming to
concentrate their efforts on proving to the
American public and the world that both
assassins acted alone.

“With an acute awareness of the sig-
nificance of its finding, the committee
concluded that the F.B.I. investigation of
whether there had been a conspiracy in
President Kennedy's assassination was
seriously flawed,” the 686-page report
contends in a complaint it also applies to
the Warren Commission. “The conspir-
acy aspects of the investigation were

inadequate application and use of avail-
able resources.”

It had a similar criticism of the F.B.1.
inthe King case.

The panel, officially known as the
House Select Committee on Assassina-
tions, was dissolved last January. Its re-
port recommends that the Justice De-
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partment reopen both assassination in-
vestigations.

The report is largely the work of the
committee’s chief counsel, G. Robert
Blakey, a professor of law at Cornell Uni-
versity, and is its final product.

The life of the committee, which began
two and a half years and $5.4 million ago,
has often been stormy. Even in its final
act, not all of its 12 members found agree-
ment. Three of them filed dissenting
views as to a finding of conspiracy in the
killings.

A comfortable majority of the mem-

bers, however, were convinced that more .

than one gunman fired at President Ken-
nedy as his motorcade rolled through
Dealey Plaza in Dallas.

According to the committee, Qswald
fired three shots from the sixth floor win-
dow of the Texas School Book Depository
Building and an unidentified person fired
one shot from the grassy knoll in front of
the President’s limousine.

The committee bases its finding on
elaborate acoustics tests of a Dallas po-
lice tape recording of sounds produced by
the radio microphone of a motorcycle po-
liceman who was traveling with the
mnotorcade when the President was shot.
The microphone was stuck in the “on”’
position and transmitted the sound of
gunshots to the main radio control room

" where all incoming radio messages were

recorded as a matter of policy.

Until the committee investigators
found it, the recording was in the home of
a high ranking Dallas police official who
received it more than 15 years ago and re-
moved it along with other materials re-
lating to the initial police investigation.

The reel-to-reel tape recordi g was

|

stud ed by the firm of Bolt, Beranek and
New nan of Cambridge, Mass. The firm
had >xamined the Watergate tapes and |
anal rzed recordings of the shootings at
Ken! State University in 1970.

Second Analysis of Tape

The tests of the police tape disclosed
what sounded like four gunshots. The
com nittee then sent the tape recording to
Prof Mark Weiss of Queens College and
his r:search associate, Ernest Aschkena-
sy. They agreed with the previous finding |
of fcur sounds that resembled gunfire,
but t1ey recommended that a reconstruc- l
tion e performed in Dealey Plaza.

Th: committee reconstructed the
shooting, and the scientists analyzed the
sounc. waves and echoes to determine
both the timing of the shots and the direc-
tion f -om they came. The scientists even-
tually- were able to discern that the tape
recording came from a motorcycle that
had ¢ windshield, that the microphone
was ¢a the left side of the motorcycle and
that i: faced downward. The analysis also
showd where the motorcycle would have
to be n the motorcade ir order to have re-
corded the shots.

The committee knew that the recording
came from the motorcycle ridden that
day ty Officer H.B. McLain. It had a
winds hield and the microphone was on
the left side. Officer McLain said the mi-

I croptone faced downward and that it
, often got stuck in the ‘‘on’” position. A |

; eran vho immediately pulled his wife and

film :aken by Elsie Dorman, who had
been watching from the School Book
Depository, showed that officer McLain
was i1 the place he had to be in order for
the rnicrophone on his motorcycle to
recor 4 the gunshots. -

95 Percent Certainty

The: acoustics experts said their tests
show:d a 95 percent certainty that a
fourt1 shot had been fired and that the
additional shot came from the grassy
knoll in front of the President.

Then the tape recording was matched
again;t such visual evidence as the filtn
taken by Abraham Zapruder, a parade
spect: tor, and the sound of the shots
matcl ed the actions of the President and
the ot er wounded passenger, Gov. John
B. Coinally.

In ¢ ddition to the scientific evidence,
the ccmmittee had the testimony of wit-
nesse: who said that they had heard shots
come from the direction of the knoll. One
of tho: e witnesses was a Korean War vet-

daughter to the ground because he was
sure tiey were in the line of fire between
the kn 31! and the President.

Anoher was a man who saw a puff of
smoke in the vicinity of the knoll, and a
third was a police officer who said he
heard a shot from the knell and ran im-
mediately toward it. There he encoun-
tered .t man who said he was with the Se-
cret liervice and displayed a badge,
which the policemen did not inspect very
closel'r.

A cieck of the placement of Secret
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Probable scenario according to source on House panel:
Lee Harvey Oswald fired three shots from depository.
First (1) went wild. Second (2) struck President Kennedy

Service agents, however, disclosed that
none had been in the area of the knoll.

The Warren Commission, the F.B.I.
and the C.1.A. maintained that they could
find no connection between Mr. Oswald
and elements of organized crime. The
comrnittee was more successful in that
regard, finding the following circumstan-
tial links:

90swald had numerous associations
with Carlos Marcello, the reputed New
Orleans crime boss.

9 Charles Murret, Oswald’s uncle and
said to be like a father to him, was a
minor gambling figure in New Orleans
crime family.

9 David Ferrie, an operative for Mr.
Marcello, was an instructor of Oswald in
the Civil Air Patrol and he was known to
frequent the small office building where
the Cuban Revolutionary Council was lo-
cated and was the address stamped on
the Fair Play for Cuba Committee pam-
phlets that Oswald distributed.

9 Marguerite Oswald, Lee Harvey’s
mother, was acquainted with several
men who were associated with lieuten-
ants in the Marcello organization. '

Mr. Marcello harbored_an avowed ha-
tred for'the the President and his brother
Robert F. Kennedy, who was waging an
active campatign against organized crime
that included extensive use of wiretaps.
Some of the wiretaps later disclosed an
organized crime vow of revenge against
the Kennedys.
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and Gov. John B. Connaily. An ins tant before Oswald’s .
final shet, gunman on grassy knoll fired (3) and missed.
Mr. Oswald’s last shot (4) alse struck the President.

I

Ruby’s Associations Traced

The committee investigators were also
able to connect Oswald’s assassin, Jack
Ruby, to extensive organized crime as-
sociates. His telephone records disclosed
several calls to underworld figures, in-
cluding Sam Giancana, the Chicago

crime boss who was subsequently mur- :
dered in his home, and to associates of

Santos Trafficante, the reputed crime

boss in Tampa, Fla. Mr. Ruby had been |

associated with two hired killers in Chi-
cago in the 1930’s and 1940’s as well as
with Meyer Lansky, the organized crime
leader in Miami.

Both Mr. Marcello and Mr. Trafficante
have denied any involvement in the as-
sassination. Mr. Lansky has not been
questioned about it, as far as is known.

After all the investigation and scien-

tific analysis, a source on the committee !

presented the following probable sce-
nario for the sequence of events in Dealey
Plaza:

The Presidential motorcade turned in
front of the School Book Depository build-
ing and into Oswald’s view. As he began
to place his rifle into a position to fire at
the President, he pulled the trigger and
fired a shot into the air. He quickly re-
loaded and sighted down the barrel — not
through the telescopic sight — and fired a
second shot, which struck President Ken-
nedy just below the neck and then hit

. Governor Connally.

Almost Simuitaneous Shot

Seve n-tenths of a second before he fired
| the next shot, someone on the grassy -
knoll ‘ired at the President, who was
movin? in front and somewhat across his
field o: vision. That shot, which did not hit
any occupants of the Kennedy car, and
for which there is no physical evidence,
such 2s a bullet, seemed almost simul-
taneous with Oswald’s third shot. While
Oswalid’s shot struck the President in the
top right portion of the head, the gunman
on the zrassy knoll saw the President fall
and thought His shot was the one that had
felled ./r. Kennedy. He did not fire a sec-
ond shot, and thus did not expel a spent
shell.

The report concludes that ““to be pre-
cise and loyal to the facts,” the commit-
tee “‘was compelled to find that the Presi-
dent was probably killed as the result of a

i conspiracy."”

The report absolves the Saviet Govern-
ment ¢ nd the Cuban Government of any
involvi:ment in a conspiracy. It finds un-

 likely, but does not compietely rule out,
the possibility that a tiny group of pro-
Castro Cubans, such as those who helped
Oswaldl distribute the Fair Play for Cuba
pamptlets in New Orleans, could have
 assisted in the assassination.

Offer of $50,000
In tte case of Dr. King, the committee




{ found that James Earl Ray slew the
black leader.in order to collect on a stand-
ing $50,000 offer from a St. Louis patent
attorney and his associates. '

The panel said that Mr. Ray received
help before the assassination, probably
from one or both of his brothers, and
probably received some money during a
meeting in New Orleans a few months be-
fore the murder. .

The patent attorney, John H. Suther-
land, was active in the White Citizens
Council and was a staunch supporter of
Alabama Gov. George C. Wallace in his
1968 Presidential campaign.

According to the committee, Mr. Suth-
-erland conveyed the offer through John

R. Kauffmann, a friend and politically
conservative associate who also was a
member of Mr. Wallace’s American In-
dependent Party and frequented a bar
across the street from the Wallace head-
quarters. The bar was owned and oper-
ated by John Ray, James Earl Ray’s
brother,

Both Mr. Sutherland and Mr. Kauff-
mann died before the committee learned
of these links, Mr. Sutherland in 1970 and
Mr. Kauffmann in 1974. :

The committee maintains that James
Earl Ray was motivated by money, not
by race, and that he was virtually apoliti-
cdl. The committee believes that he was

summoned from Los Angeles by someone
close to him and that he thus began a
cross-country odyssey in which he
stalked his target through the South.

It was finally in Memphis that he
pointed a rifle through the bathroom win-
dow in 2 flophouse and two lives collided
in the crosshairs of politicai assassina-
tion.

The presence of the standing $50,000
offer for the murder of Dr. King was well
known in the St. Louis area in 1967 and
1968. A St. Louis auto parts dealer named
Russell G. Byers said he was approached
by Mr. Kauffmann and Mr. Sutherland
with the offer in late 1966 or early 1967. He
said he declined. Other sources testified
to the committee that the offer was fre-
quently mentioned at Mr. Kauffmann’s
Buff Acres Motel outside St. Louis, which
was frequently used by paroled convicts
from the Missouri State Penitentiary,
from which Mr. Ray escaped in 1967.

Therefore, sources on the committee
maintain, it would seem “unlikely’’ that
the F.B.1. had not heard something about
it before the committee uncovered the in-
formation last year.

Forrmed in 1977

The assassinations commiftee was
formed in early 1977, after other commit-
tees and commissions disclosed the in-
volvement of the C.1.A. in attempts to as-
sassinate some foreign leaders and its
use of organized crime operatives in as-
sassination attempts of | Fidel Castro.
Further, the disclosures of the F.B.I.’s
COINTELPRO activities against Dr.
King had cast suspicion on the bureau in
the death of the civil rights leader.

The Congressional Black Caucus
pressed for investigation of the King as-
sassination and added its support to those
who aiready were calling for a reopening
of the Kennedy assassination.

There was growing belief in the nation
that the assassins had not acted alone. In
October, 1964, after the Warren Commis-
sion findings, a Gallup showed that 31
percent of the American people believed

that Lee Harvey Oswald was part of a
conspiracy. Today, that figure is 80 per-
cent. Anc 70 of the people believe that
James Ezrl Ray did not act alone.

The conmittee, formed by a House
vote of 28( to 65, had a tempestuous begin-
ning. The first chief counsel, R.ichard.A.
Sprague (f Philadelphia, was in the job
less than six months before he and the
committe: chairman, Representative
Henry Gimzales, Democrat of Texas,
began feuding. When a majority of the
other mer1bers of the committee backed
Mr. Sprague, Mr. Gonzales resigned.
Shortly af :er that, Mr. Sprague was gone.

When tlie new chairman, Louis Stokes
of Ohio, : ppointed Mr. Blakey as chief
counsel i1 place of Mr. Sprague, there
was some reason to believe that Congress
would decline to give the committee
funds to cntinue its work. It had been in
operation for six months and had yet to
review a { iece of classified information.

$5.4 Million Spent

With M. Blakey, however, the com-
mittee stenped up its work, and before it
was dissol red 18 months later if had held
public hezrings into each murder, con-
ducted thcusands of interviews and ob-
tained testimony from more than 300 wit-
nesses.

The fina. report is one of 27 volumes of
published material available to the pub-
lic. The piblic hearings take up 15 vol-
umes. The e are more than 500 exhibits in-
the King case and more than 600 in the
Kennedy c.ise. -

The conimittee spent $3,412,156 in two
years investigating two assassinations.
By compa "ison, the Warren Commission
spent about $I0 million in about 19 months
investigating one assassination, Even 50,
this committee had the biggest staff and
was the riost expensive Congressional
committee in history. '

In its fir al report, it recommends that
the Justic: Department take up where
the commi :tee had to stop when it ran out
of time an¢ money. ‘




