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JFK autopsy 
photos said 
to be fakes 

By STEVE PARKS 
Sun Staff Correspondent 

New York—A photo technician hired 
by the House Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations to analyze film related to the as- 
sassination of President John F. Kennedy 
has concluded that four of the Kennedy 
autopsy photos are forgeries. 

Robert F. Groden, a photo-optics tech- 
aician who served as consultant to the 
committee, said he has evidence “that 
raises grave doubts about the authentici- 
ty” of materials relied upon by the House 
committee and three earlier investiga-— 
ions into the Kennedy assassination. 

The Sun was shown a copy of his writ- 
-en conclusions, which will be included in 
che final version of the committee’s report 
.o be released later this month. 

“For the record,” Mr. Groden wrote in 
uS analysis, “my visual inspection of the 
iutopsy photoes and X-rays reveals evi- 
lence of forgery in four of the photos,” 
wo color pictures showing the back of the 
?resident’s head and the same shots in 
lack and white. - 

Mr. Groden’s analysis suggesting the 
vossibility of an exit wound in the back of 
he President’s head is supported by the 
iworn statements of 10 doctors and nurses 
vho treated or handled President Kenne- 
iy upon his arrival at Parkland Hospital 
n Dallas immediately after he was shot 
November 22, 1963. 

The Warren Commission based its Sep- 
ember (1964) conclusion that Lee Harvey 
Jswald was the lone assassin in part on 
tutcpsy evidence that indicated all the 
hots came from the rear. The House com- 
nittee’s reported conclusion also is that 
he only shots which hit the President 
‘ame from the rear. 

Mr. Groden concludes that the alleged 
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forgery of autopsy photos was accom- 
plished by the “matte insertion process,” a 
technique well known in motion pictures 
and widely used in such films as “Super- 
man: The Movie.” 

The process works this way: A small 
area is cut out of the larger backdrop film © 
into which a new image is to be inserted. 
For instance, the skyline of the fictional 
city of Metropolis was the backdrop 
against which a horizontally outstretched | 
Superman was imposed, giving the im-¥ 
pression of flight. é 

3 The density of images around the’ 
edges, where one negative fits into the oth- 
er, is reduced so they blend smoothly. One 
negative is placed on top of the other and 
a positive image is created from this in- 
sertion process. 

Mr. Groden contends that the autopsy 
photos were forged in the same manner. 

A photo showing part of the back of a 
; cadaver’s head, containing a small entry 
' bullet wound, Mr Groden said, was insert- 
ed over that of a massive exit wound in 

the back of President Kennedy’s head in 
an apparent attempt to conceal the wound 
eaused by a shot from the front. 

Mr. Groden’s analysis of the autopsy 
photos was completed early last summer, 
before his September 7 testimony during 
the committee’s public hearings. Mr. Gro- 
den said he was specifically forbidden to 
discuss the autopsy photos when he testi- 

fied. 

Committee sources said Mr. Groden’s 
instructions were that he was not allowed 
to discuss any aspect of the case which 
had not been covered previously in the 
public sessions. As Mr. Groden was the 
second witness to be called—following 
former Texas Gov. John B. Connally—the 
autopsy photos were off limits im accor- 
dance with the committee's ground rules, 

‘In mid-July, a staff member of the 
House assassinations committee discov-- 
ered that one of the Kennedy files—con- 
taining the autopsy photos that were being 
kept in a combination safe—had been han-: 
dled by “an unauthorized person,” who ap- 
parently gained access to them surrepti- 
tiously. 

Fingerprints were found not only on 
the plastic sleeves containing the photos, 
but also on the pictures themselves. 
Among them were the four photos which 
Mr. Groden contends are forgeries. 

District of Columbia police traced the 
fingerprints to Regis T. Blahut, a Central 
Intelligence Agency officer assigned io as- 
sist the committee with CJA files needed 
for the assassinations investigation. 

Police said Mr. Blahut’s fingerprints 
also were found on X-rays of the President 

: and on the so-called “magic bullet,” which 
- had been crucial in linking Oswald to the 
assassination, 

A CIA spokesman said the agency fired 
Mr. Biahut immediately after the finger- 
prints were identified. The spokesman, 
Herbert Hetu, said the agency was satis- 
fied that the tampering with Kennedy as- 
sassination evidence was “just a matter of 
personal curiosity.” 

Mr. Groden said he submitted his re- 
port on the alleged autopsy-photo forger- 
ies (o the committee during the last week 
of June—about two weeks before it was 
disc »vered that Mr. Blahut of the CIA had 
tampered with the same photographic ev- 
idence Mr. Groden had been examining. 

“Tt seems like too much of a coinci- 
dence to me,” Mr. Groden said over the — 
wee cend. 

At the close of its hearings last year. 
the | Iouse committee released its prelimi- 
nar) finding that President Kennedy’s 
death was “probably” the result of a con- 
spir:.cy-—that there were at least two gun- 

' men. 

This conclusion was based on acousti- 
cal c-vidence—a recording from a motor- 
cycl: policeman’s radio—that at least 
four shots were fired at the presidential 
limcusine, one of which came from the 
area of Dealey Plaza known as the grassy 
knol . 

A stockade fence behind a line of thin- 
truned trees at the top of the knoll is lo 
cate} to the right and in front of the spot 
wheie President Kennedy was shot. The 
distz nce is about 100 feet. 

Tie House committee, sources told 
The Sun, wiil conclude in its final report 
that the shot fired from the grassy knoll 
miss2d the President and the limousine al- 
toge her, and that the alleged conspiracy 
invo'ved organized crime rather than do- 
mest ic or foreign intelligence agents. 

“Siven though that would have been the . 
easiest shot of all,” Mr. Groden said in an 
inter view, “the [House] committee was 
forcid to conclude that it missed every- 
thing because otherwise, they would have 
to explain why all the autopsy material - 
failei to show that the President. was hit 
at le ist once from the front.” 

*“he mob is the new patsy,” said a for- . 
mer committee staff member who disa- | 
gree: with the upcoming findings, 

ir his report, Mr. Groden writes, “The 
basic conclusions from all except the 
acoustics panel [of the House assassina- 
tions commitieg] is that two shots struck 
the Fresident from behind. =~ ‘ 

“(no the surface it, would seem that the 
7 auto) ‘sy materials bear out this conclu- 
' sion. That, however, may not be the case. 

‘ “Vhere is evidence that raises grave 
questions about the authenticity of the 
item:: being relied upon by the select com- 

_ mittee and its panels. Moreover, there is 
medi za! data in the photos and X-rays that 

_ appa ‘ently is being ignored. .. .” 

W th respect to the photos Mr. Groden 
. says are forgeries, he writes, “Within the 
circumference of ‘the President’s head, 
there is an irregular line. {Outside} this 
line |t is auburn and completely dry. 
[Insice the line the hair appears to be wet 
and lias less of a reddish tinge.} In later 
gene: ations [copies] of these photos, a 
large degree of contrast buildup becomes 
appa ‘ent at the line’s edge and the line be- 
comes clearly defined. This phenomenon 
is chi.racteristic of crop lines in matte in- 
serti(n processes used for retouching and 
recor positioning of photos.”
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, 
record 

of 
the 

Kennedy 
assassination— 

. 
the 

limousine. 
Without 

this 
single-billet 

theory, 
it 

would 
not 

have 
been 

possible 
for 

the 
War- 

that 
which 

struck 
the 

President. 
“T 

do 
not 

believe, 
nor 

will 
I 

ever 
be- 

lieve, 
that 

I 
was 

hit 
with 

the 
first 

bullet,” 

| 
occipital 

parietal 
portion 

of 
his 

head 
was 

shattered, 
with 

brain 
substance 

protrud- 
“home 

movies 
of 

the 
presidential 

motor- 
cade 

filmed 
by 

Abraham 
Zapruder 

from 
his 

vantage 
point 

on 
the 

grassy 
knoll. 

_ 
Former 

Representative 
Thomas 

N, 
Downing 

(D., 
Va.) 

said 
he 

showed 
the 

Za- 
" 
pruder 

film 
to 

members 
of 

Congress 
in 

* 
1975 

and 
1976 

to 
persuade 

them 
to 

vote 
for 

authorization 
of 

the 
House 

Select 
Com- 

| 
mittee 

on 
Assassinations. 

Mr. 
Downing. 

i 
now 

retired, 
was 

the 
committee’s 

first 
; 

chairman. 
“It 

convinced 
me 

there 
was 

more 
than 

one 
assassin,” 

he 
said. 

The 
color 

8-millimeter 
film, 

viewed 
{ 

more 
than 

50 
times 

by 
this 

reporter, 
clear- 

ly 
shows 

an 
explosion. 

of 
blood 

and 
tissue 

at 
the 

upper 
right 

portion 
of 

the 
Presi- 

dent's 
forehead, 

near 
the 

hairline, 
I
m
m
e
-
 

_ 
diately 

upon 
impact, 

the 
President’s 

head 
,. 

is 
thrust 

backward 
at 

a 
rate 

measured 
at 

> 
fust 

over 
100 

feet 
per 

second. 
Further, 

a 
: 

frame-by-frame 
inspection 

reveals 
(in 

‘- 
frames 

335 
to 

337) 
what 

appears 
to 

be 
a 

' 
puffing 

out 
of 

the 
back 

of 
the 

head, 
as 

if 
tissue 

were 
exploding 

from 
the 

rear 
of 

the 
- 

~ 
skull. 

; 
| 

Jacqueline 
Kennedy 

can 
be 

seen 
scrambling 

out on 
the 

trunk 
of 

the 
limou- 

| 
sine 

to 
retrieve 

a 
piece 

of 
the 

President’s 
’ 
brain 

an 
Instant 

after 
the 

shooting. 
Later, 

a 
witness, 

Billy 
Harper, 

found 
a 

piece 
of 

| ' 
are 

trained 
at 

the 
Armed 

Forces 
Institute 

' 
bone 

on 
the 

Elm 
street 

pavement 
to 

the 
left 

and 
behind 

the 
limousine, 

It 
was 

iden- 
tified 

by 
a 

pathologist 
as 

occipital 
bone, 

which 
is located 

in 
the 

back 
of 

the 
skull. 

Any 
such 

evidence 
of 

a 
frontal 

wound 
to 

the 
President 

tends 
to 

cast 
doubt 

on 
the 

accuracy 
of 

the 
Kennedy 

autopsy 
records, 

which 
indicated 

only 
rear-entry 

wounds. 
The 

autopsy 
on 

President 
Kennedy 

was 
| 

performed 
by 

military 
personnel 

at 
the 

National 
Naval 

Medical 
Center 

in 
Bethes- 

da, 
Md. 

; 
The 

autopsy 
drawings 

were 
done 

by 
an 

artist 
who 

was 
not 

permitted 
to 

see 
the 

- 

President’s 
body. 

No 
investigation 

of 
the 

Kennedy 
asgassination~including 

the 
Warren 

Commission's—was 
permitted 

to 
examine 

the 
President’s 

brain. 

However, 
these 

are 
the 

statements 
of 

two 
of 

the 
doctors 

who 
examined 

the 
Pres- 

ident 
at 

Parkland 
Hospital 

in 
Dallas: 

of 
that 

autopsy, 
whichehas 

been 
upheld 

by 

ing. Dr. 
Kemp 

Clark: 
“There 

was 
a 

large 
- wound 

in 
the 

right 
occipital 

parietal 
re- 

gion. 
Both 

cerebral 
and 

cerebellar 
tissue 

were 
extruding.” 

(The 
occipital 

region 
is the 

rear 
part 

of 
the 

skull. 
The 

parietals 
are 

the 
two 

mem- 
brane 

bones 
at 

the 
top 

of 
the 

skull. 
The 

cerebral 
part 

of 
the 

brain 
consists 

of 
its 

hemispheres 
at 

the 
top 

of 
the 

head, 
pro- 

, 
tected 

by 
the 

parietals; 
the 

cerebellat 
part 

-. 
of 

the 
brain 

is 
in 

the 
back 

of 
the 

skull, 
© 

_ 
above 

the, 
medulla, 

in 
the 

occipital 
re- 

gion.) 
In 

addition, 
Diana 

Hamilton 
Bowron, 

a 
. 

_hurse 
who 

ran 
to 

the 
limousine 

to 
assist 

| 
‘ 
Jacqueline 

Kennedy 
in 

lifting 
her 

hus-— 
. 
band’s 

shoulders 
so 

he 
could 

be 
placed 

on 
- 

a 
stretcher, 

described 
“one 

large 
hole” 

in 
. 

the 
back 

of 
the 

President’s 
head. 

Ail 
this 

testimony, 
and 

that 
of 

seven 
. 
other 

medical 
witnesses 

at 
Parkland 

who 
© 

corroborated 
this 

description 
of 

a 
large 

| 
‘. wound 

in 
the 

back 
of 

the 
head, 

was 
includ-. - 

ed 
in 

the 
Warren 

Commission 
report, 

| 
However, 

in 
its 

finding, 
the 

Warren 
Com- 

. 
mission 

relied 
on 

the 
drawings, 

X-rays 
. 

and 
photos 

that 
came 

out 
of 

the 
autopsy 

| 
performed 

in 
Bethesda. 

Forensic 
pathologists 

for 
the 

military 
: 

of 
Pathology 

on 
the 

grounds 
of 

Walter 
. 
Reed 

Army 
Medical 

Center 
in Washington 

. 
where, 

according 
to 

several 
sources, 

Mar- 
: 
yland’s 

chief 
medical 

examiner, 
Russell 

5. 
. 
Fisher, 

has 
extensive, 

long-term 
contacts, 

| 
Dr. 

Fisher 
served 

on 
the 

Ramsey 
Clark 

panel, 
which 

in 
1968 

concluded 
that 

the 
original 

autopsy 
performed 

on 
President 

Kennedy 
was 

valid. 
; 

One 
of 

the 
most 

controversial 
aspects 

the 
Warren 

Commission, 
the 

R
a
m
s
e
y
 

t ‘ 

Clark 
panel, 

the 
1975 

Rockefeller 
Com- 

mission 
and 

the 
majority 

of 
the 

House 
| 

committee’s 
pathology 

panel, 
is 

the 
one 

in- 
volving 

the 
so-called 

“magic 
bullet.” 

The 
bullet, 

otherwise 
known 

as 
Warren 

Commission 
exhibit 

No. 
399, 

is 
alleged 

to 
- 

have 
caused 

seven 
wounds 

in 
President 

Kennedy 
and 

then-Governor 
Connally, 

who 
was 

seated 
in 

front 
of 

the 
President 

in 

ren 
Commission 

to 
have 

concluded 
that 

Oswald 
was 

the 
lone 

gunman. 
Nor 

would 
it 

be 
possible 

today 
for 

the 
House 

committee 
to 

conclude 
that 

all 
the 

wounds 
in 

Presi- 
dent 

Kennedy 
and 

Mr. 
Connally 

came 
from 

one 
rifle 

fired 
from 

the 
sixth-floor 

window 
of 

the 
Texas 

School 
Book 

Deposi- 
tory, 

where 
Oswald 

worked. 
The 

bullet. 
according 

to 
the 

maioritv 
finding 

of 
the 

House 
assassinations 

com- 
mittee, 

entered 
the 

President 
near 

the 
top 

vertebra 
(about 

2 
inches 

below 
where 

the 
Warren 

Commission 
placed 

it, 
and 

about 
2% 

inches 
above 

where 
the 

doctors 
at 

Parkland 
Hospital 

placed 
it, 

including 
President 

Kennedy’s 
personal 

physician.) 
It 

then 
exited 

at 
the 

President’s 
throat, 

near 
the 

trachea, 
entered 

Mr. 
Connally’s 

back, 
exited 

just 
below 

his 
right 

nipple, 
breaking 

a 
rib on 

the 
way 

through, 
entered 

Mr. 
Connally’s 

right 
wrist, 

shattering 
the 

- 
wrist 

bone, 
and 

exited 
on 

the 
other 

side 
of 

_ 
‘his 

wrist, 
before 

burrowing 
into 

his 
thigh, 

according 
to 

the 
Warren 

Commission. 
The 

bullet 
was 

recovered 
in 

the 
emer- 

gency 
area 

at 
Parkland 

Hospital. 
The 

FBI 
places 

the 
time 

when 
the 

bullet 
was 

found 
at 

1.30 
P.M. 

The 
bullet 

was 
and 

still 
is 

in 
“near 

pris- 
tine” 

condition, 
to 

use 
a 

description 
of 

a 
critic 

of 
the 

single-bullet 
theory, 

Dr. 
Cyril 

Wecht, 
of 

Pittsburgh, 
the 

medical 
examin- 

er 
of 

Allegheny 
county, 

Pa. 
The 

bullet’s 
most 

obvious 
deformity 

is 
a 

small 
niche 

taken 
from 

the 
tip 

by 
the 

FBI 
for 

spectro- 
graphic 

tests, 
A 

bullet 
that 

struck 
matter 

as 
solid 

as 
a 
human 

wrist 
bone 

normally . 
would 

he 
seriously 

deformed, 
ballistics 

ex- 
perts say. 

Moreover, 
doctors 

who 
treated 

Mr. 
Connally 

testified 
that 

they 
recovered 

more 
weight 

in 
bullet 

fragments 
than 

was 
missing 

from 
the 

recovered 
bullet. 

And 
_ 

Mr. Connally 
and his wife, Nelly, both con- 

Mr. 
Connally 

told 
the 

House 
committee 

in 
public 

session 
last 

September 
6. 

“I 
know 

it 
was 

the 
second 

shot 
that 

hit 
the 

Gover- 
nor,” 

Mrs, 
Connally 

testified. 
The 

first 
bullet 

is 
the 

only 
one 

that 
could 

possibly 
have 

traversed 
both 

bodies, 
pathologists 

for 
the 

House 
panel 

have 
found; 

a 
later 

bullet 
is 

the 
one 

said 
to 

have 
shattered 

the 
President’s 

skull. 
and 

the 
other 

two 
are 

accounted 
for 

as 
misses. 

In 
addition, 

Dr. 
Robert 

A. 
Shaw, 

the 
physician 

who 
attended 

Mr. 
Connally, 

said 
in 

answer 
to 

a 
question 

at 
a November 

22, 
_ 
1963, 

press 
conference 

concerning 
the 

Governor’s 
condition, 

‘The 
bullet 

is 
in 

the 
leg. 

It 
hasn’t 

been 
removed. 

This 
is 

a 
very 

insignificant 
factor.” 

A 
videotape 

of 
the 

press 
conference 

shows 
a 

clock 
on 

the 
wall 

indicating 
the 

time 
was 

3.30 
P.M.—roughly 

two 
hours 

after 
the 

FBI's 
estimate 

of 
when 

the 
so- 

called 
“magic 

bullet” 
was 

found. 
Dr. 

Shaw 
now 

says 
there 

never 
was 

a 
bullet 

in 
Mr. 

Connally’s 
leg, 

only 
a 
fragment. 

Dr. 
Wecht, 

the 
Allegheny 

county 
(Pa.) 

medical 
examiner, 

testified 
in 

public 
ses- 

sion 
before 

the 
House 

assassinations 
com- 

mittee 
about 

the 
so-called 

“magic 
bullet” 

and 
the 

wounds 
it is said 

tohave 
caused. 

“There 
is 

just 
no 

way 
in 

the 
world 

that 
',., 

this 
bullet 

could 
have 

done 
that... 

. 
This 

is 
the 

kind 
of 

examination 
that 

would 
not 

be 
tolerated 

in 
a 

routine 
murder 

case 
by 

a 
good 

crew 
of 

homicide 
detectives 

in 

most 
major 

cities 
of 

A
m
e
r
i
c
a
 

on 
anybody 

—just 
a 

plain, 
ordinary 

citizen, 
let 

alone 
a 

President.” 
But 

as 
to 

forgeries, 
Dr. 

Wecht 
said 

in 

an 
interview, 

“I 
have 

no 
way 

of 
knowing, 

that’s 
not 

my 
area 

of 
expertise. 

But 
I 

do 
know 

that 
any 

medical 
examiner, 

in 
a 

pri- 
vate 

case, 
if 

there 
was 

any 
question 

[in 
a: 

head-wound 
case], 

he 
would 

insist 
on 

hav- 
' 

ing 
the 

brain 
to 

examine 
and 

he 
would 

raise 
hell 

if he 
couldn’t 

get 
it.” 

tend 
he 

was 
hit 

by 
a 

separate 
bullet 

than 
—
 


