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By JOSEPHVOLZ :

ASHINGTON — Remember the

House Assassinations Commit-

tee? It was going to answer,

once and for all, who killed President

Kennedy? . .. = -
The committee wént out of business

six_months ago. And slthough it spent -
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R
sional record ——the panél, headed by

Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohlo}, did not get

around to finishing its final Yeport.

Well, the long-awalted. report plus
backup material — 30 volumes' worth —
will start dribbling out in about three,
weeks, and everything should be availw
able by July 4. .

A flurry of stories and a télevislon
report last weekend, purporting fo pre-
dict what the panel had concluded, made
a few ripples. But on second blush, the
“news” turned out to be little more than
arehash of the "findings” that the panel
had published in abbreviated form lasg
December. . .

As aresult of a conspiracy

Those findings, largely the work of
the committee's chief counsel, G. Robert
Blakey, who prefers to be called profes-
sor because he teaches organized crime .
studies at Cornell, concluded that
Kennedy "was probably assassinated as
A resuit of & conspiracy.” o

But the committee has no real idea of
who Lee Harvey Oswald's. “co-conspira-
tors” might be, No one has ever seen
them, There has been no sound evidence
of any meeting to plot Kennedy's death,
and the only weapon or shells ever
recovéred were proved to have belonged
to Oswald, . o

What makes the panel so sure that
someone else was involved? Actually,
the panel isn't so sure. The committee
listened in awe last fall as two acousti-
cal experts convinced them that a shot
was fired from a grassy knoll at the
same tlme Oswald was firing from the
Texas School Book Depository,

However, three committea members
don't believe the sclentists, and neither
does David Belin, a former assistant
counsel for the Warren Commission,
which toncluded that Oswald was the
lone gunman. .

"There Is only one place where peo-
ple saw a gunman, and that was the
Schoel Book Depository (where Oswald
fired his shots),” said Belin.

Blakey, now working free of charge

2% years;

as the last committee staffer, has been
quoted as saying he thinks “the mob did
it.”” Since Blakey i3 a confirmed mob-
watcher — he delighted ih putting aging
Florida crime hess Santo Trafficante be-
{ore a televised hearing last summer .
it Is not surprising that he would sec the
Black Hand in the murder, though no
one has contended that the demented
Oswald, a perpetual lener, was a mob
hitman. '

The committee report, in an apparent

- DALY NEws, BURBAY, TONES, 7

$5.8million =
and 30 voluimes later,
is still no conspiracy

; g A

there.
proof

m:&i at falrness,
able evidence that organized crime
bossés sat down and put out a contract

says thete Is no avaif:

on Kennedy, "but the available evidence
does not preclude the possibility that
individual mob members may have been
included.” .

That “available evidence" 1§ so shaky
that it is unlikely that any reasonabld
prosecutor would even take it to a grand
jury for an indlctment, It 1s based main-
ly on information, considered reliable,

. sinate the President.”

T ew

thut top anmnm«.umwsawm_?m. Trafficante,
#zld they wanled Kennefiy “hit"™ because
the Justice Department, led by Bobby
Kennedy, was conducting- a vigorous.
campaigh against- organized crlme, Os-
wald's possible tie to the mob is that he
knew two men associated with the New
Orleans crime boss, Carlos Marcello, a
bitter enemy of the Kennedys.

Even {f the ton hovs didn't olve tha

word; Blakey thinks “some rogue efe- -

phant” group in the underworld may
have doneit. Blakey points to.the fact
that Jack Ruby, who killed Oswald
made calls in the suinmer and fall of
1883: to Trafficante, Marcello, and the
Chicago boss, Sam Glancana, who was
gunned down if his home shortly before
committee investigators were to ques-
tion him, . o e
All of this nilght be .of interest If
there was mzw
_g...an”uz_ Ruby knew each other, There
s not. , S
The committee has been much Influ.
enced by a Small group of die-hardy
called the Assadsiiation Inforination Bu.
fead; which has faiséd a Iot 6f questions
but has few inswets, Iti any event, the
bureau does iiot- belleve the Warren

Commisslon fnswer that oné gunman -

did it ) )
All liad motiva and means

The Assassinatioti Information Bu-
resu members have persuaded some
otherwise responsible publications to
print their far-fetched “theories.” And
one of their big questions is: "Did the
mob kill Kenniedy?" Carl Oglésby and
Jeif Goldberg; bureau directors, don’t
tell us the answer but are cléarly im.
pressed tliat Blakey “has established
that Marcello, Trafficante and Jimmy
Hoffa (the No. 1 Kennedy-hater) all had
motive, means ind opportunity to ASSAS.
.-But Oswald himself had the niotive,
means and opportunity, too. And he
indicated, by shooting st right-wing Gen,
Edwin Walker a few weeks éarlier, that
he had no hesitation about firing &
weapon at someotie. Is the committes
going to teil us that the mob was out to
get Walker; too? .

One thing {a clear: The panel spent a
16t of money to confuse us. Bring back
the Warren Commission. .

S.&E:Eo: correspondent Joseph Volz
has been covering the Kennedy assassing.
tion developments for many yedrs.
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