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Acoustics Experts Reaffirm Stand
in House Panel’s Draft Report |

WASHINGTON, March 16 (AP) —In a
draft of the House assassination commit- ,
tee’s final report, two acoustics experts’
stand by their assertion of a 95 percent
likelihood that a second gunman fired at
President Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963.

Several of the 11 committee members
have said they disagree with that conclu-
sion, even though the acoustics finding
contributed in large part to the panel’s
earlier assertion that ‘Mr. Kenmnedy
“‘probably”’ was the victim of a conspira-

cy.

In the draft of the final report, released
today, the two experts, Mark R. Weiss
and Ernest Aschkenasy, emphasized that
the 85 percent likelihood of a second gun-
man also meant that there was about a 5
percent chance that the suspected gun-
shot sound, unaccounted for earlier, was
only a motorcycle backfire or some other
noise.

In a rare public response today, G.|
Robert Blakey, the chief counsel of the
House Select Committee on Assassina-
tions, said ““it is not true” that the two ex-
perts had backed off in any way from
their conclusion. **Everything we’ve had
since their testirmony tends to confirm

The draft’report also says that immedi-
dent’s brother Robert suspected that

| been involved.

Jimmy Hoffa, former president of the In-
ternational Brotherhood of Teamsters, or
members of organized crime might have

However, House investigators have no
direct evidence that Mr. Hoffa or mab
leaders conspired to assassinate the
President, according to the draft report.




