JFK Shots:
‘nuts’ may
be right

By JOSEPH R. DAUGHEN
Of The Builetin Staff

Since the Warren Commssion report was vaued 1
September 1964, the official verdict on.the death of
John F Kennedy has been that the Presidemu was
slain by a single assassin — Lee Harvey Oswald —
acting aione and without help.

it was a verdict accepted by the Kennedy family,
supported by the FBI, defended by the members and
staff of the Warrsn Commussion, and generally en-
dorsed by the news media. But 1t was disputed by a2
sizeable body of critics — who were often dismissed
as ‘conspiracy nuts” — and disbel:eved by 2 major-
ty of Amencans. -

Now. lor the first time. an arm of the government

has concluded that the “nuts™ are right and the ofh. ™

€ial verdict is wrong. There was a second gunman in
Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963, sccording 10 the House Assas-
sinatiens Committee, and Kennedy was the victim of
a conspiracy.

This conclusion rests almaost entirely on an acousty-
cal analysis of sounds transmitied from a police mo-
torcycle radio in Dealey Plaza, scene of the murder,
to a dictaphone belt at Dalias police headquariers.

After taping the cracked margins of the 15-vear.
old, static-filled belt {0 prevent further deteroration,
experts discovered what they said were the sorpds of
four gunshots — three coming from Oswaid's nest m
the Texas School Book Depository behind the presy
dential limousine and one omginating from a grassy
knotl in front of the motorcade.

The commuttee, which received this evidence after
it already had concluded there was no ConsSpracy,
reversed itseif und ruled there ““probably”” was a con-
spiracy, thereby irretrievably altenng the historical
record of the Kennedy assassination.

The speed with which the committee accepted this
httle-understood scientific evidence never before
used in 2 cnmunal proceeding has triggered the sort
of wranghng the two-vear investigation was designed
to end

“The commuttee has done a real disservice to histo-
ry.” said tormer Philadeiphia District Attorney Ar-
len Specier. a Warren Commussion staff lawyer and
author of the “single-bullet™ theory that conspiracy
Supporters reject as untrue

That theory has Kennedy and then-Texas Gov.
John B Connally being wounded by the same buiiet.
thercby  explamming away  the wnpassibility  of
Oswald’s being able to fire two shots within 1.3 sec-
onds, the time 1n which both men were struck.

“These conspiracy “stores have been kicking
around for 15 years, but now there'll be no end to
them.™ Specter said. ~'Once they get on the front pag-
es of the newspapers you can never catch up o them.
The committee had an obligation to do more work
before announcing such a conclusion.”

US Rep Robert W. Edgar (D-Pa). -me of two
commiftee members 1o vale 3gainst repering a prob-
able conspiracy (five others voted for suih o repors
said more testing shouid have been doo before ‘ne
panel committed itself 1o 4 conspiracy
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The other no vote came from Rep.
Christopher Dodd (D-Conn), who
maintains that at least three gunmen
had to be present in Dealey Plaza i

cd
- the acoustical data 18 correct.

"“Two weeks before (the Dec. 30 pro-
conspiracy repoit), we had a 600-page
document that said in big, black let-
ters thal Lee Harvey Oswald acted
alone,” said Edgar. “Then we
received this scientific testimony and
that's when we scrambled to have the
last possible day of public hearings.”

The public hearing was held Dec,
29, five days before the committee
was 1o go out of existence. Al that
hearing. Mark Weiss and Emest
Aschkenasy, acoustics analysts at
Queens College in New York, said
there was a ''probability of 95 percent
or better” that a shot was fired from
the grassy knoll at the same time that
Oswald was believed to be firing three
shots at Kennedy.

Weiss and Aschkenesy had been re-
tained by the committee to review and
refine earlier studies done by Dr.
James Barger, a Harvard-trained
puysicist  and acoustics expert,
Barger, using filtering technigues not
available to the Warren Commussion,
reported Jast Sept. 11 that he had dis-
cerned four impulses on the Dictabeit,
compared them to test shots fired in
Dealey Plaza, and believed there was
a 50-5 chance that one of them repre-
sented & shot coming from the grassy
knoll. The other three, he said, were
shots fromr the Texas School Book
Depository.

The Queens College experts, using
Barger's background work, zeroed in
on the third of the four impulses,
which was believed to be the shot
from the grassy knoll. With the aid of
sophisticated signal devices, they
were able 10 isolate the sounds on a
portion of the recording lasting only
three-tenths of a second into the noise

of a muzzle biast and separate reports
of echos glancing off buildings.

In an interview, Weiss sgid that
sice sound travels al & given rate of
speed (about 1,000 feet per second),
the origin of the shot could be deter.
mined by measuring the time con-
sumed before each echo reached the
motorcycle microphone and transiat-
ing that into the distance the sound
had traveled.

Once the distance was known, he
said, lengths of string were cut to
scale and the ends of the string were
thurnbtacked in positions representing
the locations of ‘the motorcycle and
the shooter on 2 map of Dealey Plaza.

The stning was then pulled taut and
moved elliptically arcund Dealey Pia.
za. When the string colncided exactly
with a building — or echo surface — it
suggested the positioning of the mo-
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torcycle and the shooter was correct.

Tracking an individual echo wouid
not have established the presence of a
second gunman on the grassy knoll,
Weiss said, because such an occur.
rence could happen randomly.

In their tests, he said, 12 *‘impuls-
es” from the Dictabelt were tracked
and 16 of them matched exactly with
echo surfaces in Dealey Plaza, a per-
centage far beyond mere statistical
chance.

"I came into this thinking we were
going to hear a lot of acoustical
garbage,” Weiss said. *‘But after we
got into it, it was clear that something
was happening. Aschkenasy said to
me, ‘These numbers just won't go
away.’ And they wouldn’t.”

Although evidence of this nature
has not been used before in criminal
cases, Weiss sald it would hold up un-
der scientific scrutiny.

"The laws of physics apply in Dea-
ley Plaza just as they do anywhere
else,’ he said.

Critics of the Warren Commission

were cautiously pleased by the
~ committee's tinding of a probable con-

spiracy, but stlll expressed dissatis-
faction with the panel’s overall inves-
tigation.

“I'm a little nervous about putting
all the conspiracy eggs in this one
basket,” said Paul Hoch, a Berkeley,
Calif . computer scientist and well-
known assassinat:on analyst. “My in-
tuition tells me these tests are good,
but theories of probability sre tricky.
‘I'd feel more comfortable il they ran
tesis all over Dealey Plaza and if they
wouid examing the shots that suppos-
edly came from the Book Depository
maore closely. I'd also like 10 be sure
that the motorcycle was really in Dea.
ley Plaza "

Hoch said he was disappointed that

committee seemed 10 “assume’ that
Oswald was guilty and “never really”
looked into the possibility that he was
framed.

"The science seems to stand up,"
said Jelf Goldberg, of the Washington-
based Assassination Information
Bureau. "But we would like (0 see
other scientists run tests. A Jot more
has to be done. There could have been
more than four shots. The single-bul-
let theory 15 still a problem ™

Goldberg said a newly-discovereg

film of the assassination scene taken’

by Charles A. Bronson of Ada, Okla.,
shows what could be more than one
person at the sixth-floor window of the
Book Depository from which Oswaid
is beiieved to hava fired. That fiim
shouid be scientifically enhanced to
determine just how many persons are
in the window, he said.

“I think there’s just not a thing to
it,” said Specter. “'There are a lot of



assumptions. Nobody saw anybody
with a rifle on the grassy knoll. No
shells were recovered. Nothing was
hit. The car wasn't hit and that was a
big target.*

The committee has recommended
that the Justice Department reopen
the probe into the murders of Kennedy
and The Rev. Dr. Martn Luther King
Jr. The Iniial reaction from the Jus-
tice Department and the FB] has been
to make no commitments until the
commities's full report 1s available 1n
iate March

Unofficially, the department and
the FBI indicate there is little chance
of coming up with anything new more
than 15 years after the Kennedy assas.
sination.

The believers in conspiracy, whiie
wanting the investigation reopened, do
not want the FBI running it. The FBI,
they say, was responsible for what
they leel was a coverup of the ar-
cumstances of the assassination.

*What we need is a special prosecu-
tor, independent of the FBI” said
Goidberg

So far, there has been little enthus;-
asm exhibited in Congress for creat-
ing such a special prosecutor.

Despite the apparent reluctance of
the Justice Department and the Con-
gress to authorize massive new
probes, the key remaining question 1s:

Can the United States government
permit the last official word on the
murder of a President to be, “"The
committee bejieves, on the basis of
the evidence availabie to it, that Pres-
ident John F. Kennedy was probably
assassinated as the resuit of a conspir.
acy?"” :
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