TODAY
Partial cleaing, 50

TONIGHT

Cloaring, low 30s
TOMORROW
Mostly sunny, near 40
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By GEORGE LARDNER
Jr.{c) 1978, The Washington
Post

WASHINGTON — The
House Assassinations Com-
mittee has received startling
‘last-minute evidence that
there was a conspiracy in the
assassination of President
John F. Kennedy 15 years
ago.

The committee was told at
& closed meeting last night
that refined accoustical tests
showed “bevond a reascnable
doubt” — in the words of one
source — that a second gun-
man shot from the area of
the grassy knoll in Dealey
Plaza.

“The Warren Commission
blew it,” a committee source

1964 that Lee Harvey Os-
wald, act ng alone, killed the
president .

“The commission said there
was no scientific evidence of
more than one gunman... and
therefore there was no con-
spiracy.

“We've established that
there was a conspiracy. If we
can't identify the second gun-
man, that's because i's 15
years later. I don’t know
what you do about that now.”

The Warren Commission
said only three shots were
fired at Kennedy, all from be-
hind, all irom the sixth floor
of the Teitas School Book De-
pository vrhere it said Oswald
had set up a sniper’s nest.

Scientifie evidence of a

Lee Harvey Oswald: He Was

L said of the central finding in

not slone, says House pane

from the grassy knoll in front
of the presidential limousine,
was submitted to the commit-
tee this week. '
Rep. Harcld Sawyer{ R-
Mich ) made that disclosure

yesterday during a radic in- -

terview in Grand Rapids
about the committee’s inves-
tigation. The House inquiry is
scheduled to end Dec. 31.

Sawyer said the committee
was told by two accoustical
experts “that there wre four
shots, the third of which was
fired from the grassy knoll.”

The experts said there was
a 95 per cent probability to
the finding.

The evidence was said to be
contained in a long-ignored
tape of the sounds in Dealey
Plaza. The recording was

made on a Dallas police radio
frequency when a motorei-cle
patrolman left his transrait-
ter on

“They (the experts) can tell
within two feet of where the
(fourth) shot came from,’ &
committee source said. “They
said, beyond a reasonable
doubt, that there was a gun-
man on the grassy knol..
They say it (the noise from
that area) is a shot, probably
a rifle shot, because it has su-
personic wave, a shock wilve
preceding the speed of
sounds” such as rifles mak:.

Sawyer did not identify he
experts who reacheqd the con-
clusion, but other sour:es
identified them as Murk
Weiss and a ecolleague from
Queens College in New York,

 toth trained in accoustical

and elect¥ical engineering.

Weiss was a member of the
court-appointed . panel that
analyzed the famous gap on
one of  President Nixon's
Watergsdte tapes.

Axn initial study of the LCal- |
las police radic recording vwas
made for the House commit-
tee earlier this year by James
Barger, an accoustical expoert
with the Massachusetits fi-m
of Bolt, Bernaek and New-
man. )

In testimony before the
commitiee last Sept. 11, he
said his work on the tape
showed a 50-50 possibility of
a fourth shot, from the
grassy knolil area.

Weiss and his eolleagae
were| commissioned by the
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fourth shot, fired at Kennedy



panel:

2d gunman

According to 'ci'ltics of the Warren Report, this

picture shows a policeman running towards the
grassy knell seconds after President Kennedy was

assassinated.

Continued from Page 1

committee to see if they
could reach a more definite
conelusion, one way or the
other. They concentrated
on the third of the four
noises that Barger’s stud-
ies had identified as possi-
ble gunshots.

. The third noise had come
from the grassy knoll area
where photegraphic evi-
dence — by itself ineonciu-
sive — shows an individual
behind a fence with a linear
object next to him, an ob-
Ject that could not be iden-
tified further.

Concentrating on the
noise from the grassy
knoll, Weiss and his col-
league plotted the echo pat-
tern mathematically and
traced every building and
other object that it bounced
off of in 1963.

The work was so precise,
one source said, that “they
could tell us there was
probably a box car on the
(nearby) railroad tracks.
They even identified the
press bus coming around
the corner.”

Sawyer said that Barger
studied the new data and
agreed with the findings.
“Barger was there (at the
Monday night meeting)
and he was totally in con-
currence,” Sawyer said.

- The Michigan Republican
said he was “probably in
hot water” for disclosing
testimony taken in execu.
tive session, but he said he
found himself under close

questioning  during the
radio show.

“There was no way I
could answer them,” he
said of his interviewers,
“without getting into this.”

The new findings also
leave the committee in a
quandry. With its final re-
port due within the next
two weeks, Sawyer said, “I
don't know how in the
name of heaven we are
going to handle this...”

Only three cartridge
cases were found near the
sixth floor window of the
book depository where Os-
wald was placed.

The Warren Commission
said that one bullet missed,
another hit President Ken-
nedy in the back of the
neck and then wounded
Texas Gov. John Connelly
and the third struck the
president in the head.

“There is no credible evi-
dence that the shots were
fired from the triple under-
pass, the head of the motor-
cade, or from any other lo-
cation,” the commission
concluded more than 14
years ago. “The weight of
the evidence indicates that
there were three shot
fir ” .lr

There is still likely to be
considerable debate over
whether the shots from the
grassy knoll hit the presi-
dent |or not. The House
comjﬁttee may take the
position that it missed the
presidential party.



