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By Gary Qwens
The writer teaches history at the University of
Western Ontario

For many people, the assassination of President
John ¥ Keanedy stands as an uely crack in Linwe.
Righily or wrongly, the {eeling persists that the
. mere wsfortunate events of American history ever

. the past 15 years — including Watergate, the Viei-
nam war, and the political violence which rocked
the country dering the late $9s and early 705 —
somiehow raced themselves to that dark dav in
Daiias a decade and a hail ago. What makes it all
the ssorse is the prevailing notion that tire full
story of the assassination has not been told. Ae-
cording ly the most recent Galiup poll, four out of
five Americans believe that if Lee Harvey Oswald
acted atall in shooling the president, he did not act
zlore

Cn Alonday the House of Representatives select
commitice on assassinations is scheduled to begin
public hearings on both the J.¥.K. and Martin
Luther King assassinations in the latest elfort to
soive the mystery that refused fo go away. The
committee will foeus first on the King shonting
and will hold hearings on the Kennedy assassina-
ticn thirough the awtumn.

Few people who have {silowed the Kennedy case
closely over the vears believe that these sessions
will unicover a smoking gun. But most hope the
comurzittee will at least provide minre suatisfactory
answors o the hundreds of questions 5urromvdm"
tie assassination than government officials, parti-
cularly the Warren Commission, have put forth in
the past.

opportunii

ty io solve

Time huas nm been Kind to the Warren Commis-
sfon or its report. His now well known that the
commission comducted an overly hurried investi-
gation, that it was reluetant to folisw leads that
pointed in the direction of a conspiracy, and that
the White House and justice department expecied
the panel to prodoce its “lone-mit™ verdicl from
the start.

It was partiy to rectify the madequacies of the
Warren inquiry and partly to case public pressure
to reapen the case that the House created the se-
fect committee on assassinations in September,
1976, Within weeks of its incepiion. however, the
1Z-man body had beeome an embarrassment on
Capitol IHill and appeared headed fur certain de-
struction. Well publicized squabbles between the
committee chairman and chief counsel, wgether
with requests fnr $13 miilion to hire a staff of more
than 200 and purchase an array of electronic bug-
ging devices. unteashed a storm of epposiiion in
the House. The commitiee was aliowed 1o continue
unly after iis chaivman and chiei coansel agreed
10 resign in the spring of 1977,

Under its new chairman, Louis Stokes of Ohio,
and chief counsel, G. Robert Blakey, the commil-
lee immedialely sha\ cd its budget to $2.8 million,
hmposed a total news blackout on its proceedings,
and put tegether a stafl of seme 130 investigators.
Over the past year and a half the body has been
gathering and computerizing injormation drawn
from more than 1.560 interviews and stacks of FBI
and intetligence files. It has also asked the eourts
to grant use-immunity to an estimated 160 or more
witnesses. _

Despite the year-long news blackout. it is appar-
cnt that the committee is retracing some of the
Warren Commission’s steps and at the same time
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is pushitg into sew arcas of investigation., In a
short interim report isstied fast January, the seleet
conunitice noted that it kas conducted highly s0-
phistica ed amalyses of bullet frasments found at
the seer e of the Rennedy shooting to determine
whether moce than sne gun was involved.

I must ol its most controversial findings, the
Warren Comntission concluded that Kennedy was
first wounded by a bullet that passed through his
neck ane went on o lediss in Texas Governot John
Counally who was seiated diveet!y in front of him.
Hecent impirovements in a lcchmquc called new-
tron activation analysis, which can measyre parts
per bitln in metals. should tell whether frag
ments romoved from Cennallv's body came f.om
the bulict that aliegedly wounded both men. I
these tests show the irazments were from another
builel, there is a strong hikelihood that a second
sniper took part in ihe assassination. The commit-

tee has also ron similar fests on a bullet fragment

discover:d three vears ago in Dealey Plaza where
tire murcer took place.

Tn a re ated area, the commiitee has called upon
a number ol forensie pathologists 10 re-examine
evidence from the Kennedy aulopsy. Private re-
searchers have leng been frustraled in their of-
forts to gain (ompicte aceess to this material
which could be a key clement in discovering
whether .1 lune gunman kilied the president.

The co nmittee has also gathered more than i.-
003 photugraphs reiating to the assassination, in-
cluding viovies aud stiils teken at the time of the
murder vhich the Warren Commission did not ex-
amine. I achdition. stafi members have ohtained
acevustic recordings of the shooting which uatit
now were beticyved 1o be non-existent,

The ne ¥ areas which the committee is investi-




gating have mainly to do with idenlifying possible

conspirators. [t has been suggested, for example,
that members of otganized crime and the aoti-
Castre Cuban community ploited JFRK's deatin.

A reeent Senate investization revealed that a
mob and grovms of Cuboens worked with the CIA in
a secries of assassination attempts against Pided
Castro in the 1960s. It is believed thal at some
point these men switched their targel to Kennedy,
hophig in the process 1o pia the blame on a known
Castro sympal,ixizcr and thus raily public senti-
ment behind a pew invesion of Cuba. The restora-
tinn of an anti-Cestro regime in Havana would,
aneng othier things, alivw the syndicate to resume
its multi-miliion doilar cambling and herein opera-
tions whieh were cut off when Castro took power in

nder this scenarin, the JFK assassination also
bocame a means of settling old scores. For the un-
derworld it halied the Kennedv adminisiration’s
unprecedented crack-down on their activities. For
the anti-Castro Cubans it brought revenge for Ken-
nedy’s refusal to mpply air cover during the Bay
of Pigs invasion and it ended Washinzion's efforts
in p1id-1963 to resume norimal re!auuns with Cuba.

Recent events and revelations have heighiened
speculation along these lines. Since 1975, three ma-
jor syndicate figures have been murdered who
were wanted for congressional questioning 1n con-
nection with the Kennedy assassination. ‘The three
had also been reeruited by the CLA in 1351 Lo take
partin the various plots to murder Castro.

One of them, Sam Giancana, was shot in his
kitchen in June. 1973, a fow days before he was to
appear before the Senate intelligence committee.
The body of the second victim, John Roselli, was
fotnd stuffed info an ol drum and floating in the
Guif of Mexico three months after he testilied be-
fore the same cemmilice ahout Lhe assassination.

hortly aiter the sclect commitice on assassina-
tions tried to contact him last year, Charles Nico-
letti, the third victim, waos discovered dead at the
wheel of his car with multipie gunshot wounds in
the back of his head.

A more familiar name that continues {o surface
in connection with the mon's pnssible involvement
in the assassinaiion is that of Jack Ruby. Though
the Warren Commission portrayed him as an un-
stable patriot whose grief jolted him ‘into gunning
down Oswald. disclosures aboui his background
have given rescarchers grounds for suspicien.
Among these are afleged meelings Ruby held with
1ssellt in the two months before the assassination
and earlier visits he inade to Cuba lo eonfer with
mob chieftan Santos Trafficanti. 1t was Traffi-
canti who ran tie Syndicate’s gambiing empire in
Havana and who later orchesiraied the efioris to
kill Castro.

Before tast year's news bhc.\ouf the select com-
mittee summored Trallicanli to appear at one of
its hearings bat he refused to answer guestions
concerning his {riendship with Reby or his knowl-
cdge of the assassination. M has since been
learned that the committee has interviewed a for-
mer Trafficanit associate, Loran Hall, who has
stated publicly that in the summer of 1953 he
turned down an oifer of $50.000 to kill Keanedy. He
alse claims that Le heard a Cuban exile mention
Lee Harvey Oswald's name in conversation prior
to the assassination.

Gswald continues Lo be a focus of attention in the
current probe. ‘ihe committee has been nvestizat-
ing new lvud\ on his background, including alleva-
tions UhlL m 3
was reeruited by ‘w\wt mwlhguuc to perform es-
pionage work i the US.

The commitlee is also taking seriously a mys-

o

Pk e T

~
N,

g
o

e,

e
o

e

<
Lrismisriomiitantins

R T RPN W

JOHN F. KENMEDY

terlous letter bearing Oswald's siznature which
furned up In 19750 Addressed to a Alr. Hunt and
dated less than two weeks before the assassina-
tien, the letter asks for “inforriation concerning
nmy posilion” and reguesis a meiing to “discuss
the matter fully before any steps are taken by me
ot anyone else.” FBI experts last year confirmed
that the handwriting was Oswalc s,

I such things can be measured by the amount of
writing devoted o them, it can b> saiii that more is
known about the Kennedy assa:sinetion than any
single event in history. In the past 15 vears. hun-
dreds of books and ihousands ¢i articles have ap-
peared. supplemented by mouniaius of documents
released from government files.

The select committee is charzed with the awe-
same resnonsibility of making nere seuse of the
Lighly complex case tiran anyone hos done so far.
The job is made move difficalt )y the passage of
time; some leads have grown ¢ld and a number
of I»cx witnesses are dead.

Bul the task is not impossible. 1T the majority of
Amcericans are correct and a ('ﬂn‘spng'(,) Gid exist
to Eill the presidest, the vears shounld miaize no dif-
ference. After all, other cases have been solved
long after the eveni If the Wirren Coutinission
was right and Oswald acted entirely alone, the
commitice can at least do a better jeb of proving
it.

Nut that the Keanedy assassic ation will ever be
“sofved™ in the manier of a dets clive novel, There
are too many oose ends that cae never b tied Hp.

Jut the committee can certabilv deal with the
troublesome ones in a more thorough way than has

he‘en done in the pasL.

fost likely this will be the fiv al charee, if this
body, with its money and manpr wer, dnes not pro-
vide a more plamsiie explaca wn of what hap-
peped in Dallas, the Kennedy as assination will re-
main the most inportant and oninons mystery of
our century.




