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In The Nation 
A Happening in the Senat e ; 

By TOM, WICKER _ . 

WASHIN GTON,. April 
backbone. of Mike. Mansfield, the 
gentle Senate Democratic - leader, 
showing its basic 

struggie that has developed around 

the campaign financing plan of Rus-- 

sell Long, the deputy leader. <° - 
ae Mansfield, may be 
facing a leadership challenge from. - 

the bumptious Long. He may. incur 

the acute displeasure ‘of the White 
House, And he may see the Senate 

plunged into @ filibuster. But. the or- 

dinarily taciturn Mansfield pointed 

out to his colleagues this week that 

“there comes a time in the life of 

the leader. when -he has to praduce 
or get out.” 

’ Here is the situation: 

Last year, Long succeeded in hav- 
ing a rider attached to a tax bill, 
providing that taxpayers could.choose . 

to, contribute a dollar of their income 

tax to a fund from which the major 

expenses of Presidential candidates 
would ‘be paid. 

. When the Johnson Administratiows 

bill to restore the seven per cent in- 
‘vestment tax credit for business ar- 

rived in the Senate this year, Senator 
Albert Gore of Tennessee submitted . 
a rider to repeal the Long campaign - 
financing plan, Gore contended the 
plan would provide a relatively un- 
guarded political slush fund, cripple 

minor party candidacies, and get in 

the way of a larger and more com- 
prehensive election reform. 

On to House - 

Long fought back; the White House 
sided with him; but the Gore rider 
was passed last week, 48.to 42. Only. 
acceptance of the rider by the House 

of Representatives was needed to kill, 
the campaign financing plan. 

: Outraged at the threat to his child, 
Long -refused- to give up and—as 
chairman of the Finance Committee— 
encouraged the addition of numerous 

‘ extraneous riders to the basic tax bill 
in the hope that in a Senate-House 
conference, all riders, — including 
Gore's, would be eliminated. 

“22 — The | 

iron in the ‘weird 

‘the investmen: 

This week, Long resubmitted his 

financing pian in new form, taking 

. particular care to make it easier for ~ 

third parties to receive campaign - 

money. On a, day when five Gore slip-... 
porters were absent, the Senate .ap- 

proved the new plan, 46 to 42-—-But 

“¢ 
t 

wish to relinquish it in return for 

the mere possibility that the Senate 
may pass a more comprehensive ver- 

sion., On the other hand, the White 
House profésses to: be even more 

eager to pasS the stalled invest- 
ment tax credit. 

Mansfield also wants the tax credit 

tO VE Bat with, oreand a grow- 
ing number of other Senators, he be- 

lieves the time is ripe for broad- 

. gauged election reform based on the 
‘principle of Federal financing of ma- 
jor campaign costs. Long's initiative 
Of last year, the Dodd and Powell 

ethics ' case§-—th®®S~ already have 
brought frena Senator Thruston Mor- 

only as an emendment to another - Lop, of Keritucky a call for Senators 
‘amendment that was still pending, 
and not ag part of the basic bill. 

Long argues, nowever, that this rec- 

ord vote puts the Senate in the posi- 

lion of having expressed approval of 
his revised plan. 

Mansfield, ty this time, had seen 

the Senate tied up for two weeks, dur- 

ing which the important investment 

tax credit has been kept from pas- 
sage. He sup zorted. Long's general 

idea for campaign financing, put “he 
agreed with Gore that it needed im- 
provement and expansion. . 

Long Erupts 

With what he thought’ was the 
' agreement of doth men, he moved to 

send the tax bill back to the Finance 

Committee, with ironclad instruc-. 

tions that it, (a) report back only 
credit ‘and the Gore 

rider, killing the Long plan; and, (hb) 

. Write a comprehensive canipaigi fi- 

nance and election reform bill within 
_ Six weeks. If che latter bill was nol 
passed by the Senate, the Long cam- 

paign financing plant would’ dié on 
‘July 31, 
Long erupted on the Senate ‘floor 

He cle claimed to rave agreed to no. such 

motion, threatened te filibiister against | 

it, and said he had understcod that 
Mansfield would move to have all 
riders, including Gore's, stripped from 
the bill, thus. saving the campaign 
finance plan. Mansfield concedes that 
there has been an “honest mistinder- 
Standing” but has refused to alter his 
motion. 

For Long, th: proud father, and for 
President Johnson, the eager seeker 
of Federal funds for next ° year’s 
campaign, the dilemma, is that: they 
now have ai campaign financing 

_ scheme on the lawbooks, they do not 

of a group headed by Richard Neu- 
stadt of Harvard on the subject of 
“apaign Tracie an 

to .disclosé their personal finances. 

and even such a stalwart conservative 

as John Stennis of Mississippi is said 
now to favor an election reform bill. 

Unanswered Questions . 

There are some strange elements 
in the situation: Why, for instanck, 

has President Johnson not sent to 
Congress, as he promised to do last 
fall when he signed the bill containing 
the Long plan, the same election re- 
form proposals he submitted to the 

89th Congress? Why has the White 
House not-yet réleased the report 

ampaign d how the 

Long plan should be administered and 
improved? Why ‘has Long carried 
his fight to such lengths? f 

The best answer seems to be that 

President Johnson ‘is desperately 

_ anxious to keep the basic Long plan 
on the books to pay for next year’s 
campaign-—-even though in its reviseil 

version it probably would pay ‘fot 
George Wallace’s campaign too. Ve 

This hardly squares with the 
President’s repeated calls for com- 
prehensive election reform. If Long 
does lead a filibuster against the 

. Mansfield motion, moreover, it can be 

construed as nothing less than a chale 

lenge by the deputy against the Dem; 

ocratic leader, whatever they may 

- choose to call it. And such a challenge 
“would have the .one. sure effect of 
further delaying the high-priority 
investment credit bill. 

Thus, if ‘thé White House supports 
i in such a course as 

that, it can only be at the expense of 
. the President's pledges, his tax bill 
—and Mike Mansfield. ' i 
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