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' fired severa] shots.

» ) é ] ﬁ, The prosecution pre-
. AT COURT-MARTIAL Y/Eize sented an expended bullet
, Al y g that matched the rifle
, : . allegedly held by Collard
b B b k M at the time. The bullet was
r ur an : anne found on the floor inside
v : - the dead man's house. The
N : : £ : Prosecution contended
Lo i’ee m ea! this was the bullet that
' : killed the man. . —
Coa , — : . - Lglanfd h.]or]les, retired
R ead of the Los Angeles
Of Vg@i Cnﬁhan Police Department's crime
; ' ) . laboratory,. testified that
. __A general court-martial board fn ' the bullet could not pos-
Da Nang, South Vietnam, acquitted sibly have entered a hu-
- a U.S. marine Wednesday of mur- man body. He said exten-
- dering a Vietnamese civilian when sive tests on _the- bullet it
¢ he and ‘another marine fired their indicated that it was fired f}
. rifles from a truck. : ;;I‘Cigl bthe rifle allegedly |
: The Associated Press reported s:id bl(i)dcgiiﬁgguf ;1,% }113 i
.. that Lance Cpl. Douglas R. Collard, have remained . Itlh ;
. 20, of Burbank, Calif., was tried on a on -« theg
> LallL, bullet for years if it had g
L charge of premed1tat¢d mpr@er on . hit the man and he could !
¢ which he could have been given a . find no trace of either. o}
~ life sentence if convicted. He was ’ The eight-officer courtg
¢ also aequitted on an assault charge. 7 took just under an hour to?
i His companion, Lance Cpl. JohnD. reach the acquittal verdict §
» ‘Widener, 20, of Rossburg, Ohio, was ' . 'which ended the three-day }
. convicted in April on three counts of trial.
i .careless discharge of a firearm. He - In Burbank, Collard's
.. was fined $240 and reduced to the wife, Cindy, 19, of 1224 N.
. rank of private. ; Reese .Pl, was elated
» Collard was represented by Grant when - informed of her
“. B. Cooper, Los Angeles lawyer, and . " hushand's acquittal. "It's
* Marine Capt. Harry Sahine of just so wonderful I just
- Crossville, Tenn. _ . . cag't ben&;’e " dent. sh
o . ince the incident, she
One .Kllled, Two Wﬂﬂnded_ - said they had been in
¢ The Vietnamese man was killed - regular correspondence.
-~ and another man and woman were : She had talked to him
. wounded Nov. 24 as a fruckload of , once by way of short wave
marines passed their house en route radio as well.
. to a base near Da ‘Nang. The ' "He. was scared and
.marines had spent the afternoon ‘ upset, but he felt that he
- swimming and drinking beer at a . hadn't done it," she said.
¢ beach near Da Nang. ) . __Collard's tour of duty in
.~ The dead man's son, a Vietnamese Vietnam was to have been
. militiaman, testified he heard four. - -up-last March and his wife
. or five shots and saw his father drop expects him to be return-
. 'to the floor of their house. ing to the United States |}
" He said he looked outside and saw "as soon as possible.” 1
the truck going by with five or six ) e

Americans in it. They appeared to be ,
drunk and were laughing, he said.
Collard, a cook, testified that
" he was in the truck but fired only
. one shot and that it was directed
¢ into the air. He said he did not know
. why he fired. He al$o said Widener
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