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Sf::n. Edward M. Kennedy

Passport
~ Hassle:
Teddy
Steps In

By Barnard L. Collier
Of The Herald Tribune Staff
WASHINGTON.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D.,
Mass., seriously questioned
yesterday fthe ground upon
which the State Department
Passport office asked two U. S.
embassies to keep track of a
Harvard historian when he
goes abroad this fall.

In a letter to Secretary of
State Dean Rusk, he defended
Prof. H. Stuart Hughes, who
ran as an independent against
Sen. eKnnedy in the 1962
election, as “a gentleman of
integrlty whe has expressed
his convictions in an honest,
forthright manner.”

In a State Depariment
cable dated March 8, the U. S.
embassies in Moscow and
Paris were reguested to send
back information on Prof.
Hughes who, according to an
FBI request for the informa-
tion, “reporiedly in the past
Bas T stroe convictions to-
ward COMMUNISIL,”

Eight days lafer, the cable
was rescinded by the Passport

Office, and its director,
Frances Knight, was told that
in the future all such alerts
must be cleared by the Bureau
of Security and Consular Af-
fairs, which includes the Pass—
port Office.

A DENIAL
In a memo from Phillip

“B. -Heymsann, acting Bureau |

of Security and Consular
Affairs adminisfrator, the new
procedure was firmly laid

~ down. State - Department

spokesmen denfes - sab the
memo constituted a “rebuke”
to Miss Knight.

But Sen. Kennedy yester-

day asked for a tar more
sweeping look at the State
Department practice of pass-
ing on requests fér any type
of surveillance of U. 8. citizens
traveling on valid passports.
“Regardless of the indi-
vidual involved,” he wrote to
Mr. Rusk, “I am dismayed to
discover that once a passport
is granted to a U. S. citizen
to travel freely in the country
of his intensions, he may still
be differentiated from other
citizens by prior messages to
our embassies concerning his
political beliefs and caling for-
some form of surveillance.”
In Boston yesterday, Prof.

he thought ““this sudden in-
terest on the part of the FBI
must be connected with my
outspoken oppositicn to the
war in Viet Nam.”

It was leatned that the

ﬁli@s‘ggprt Offll}L]ﬁLft(_)l‘_EﬂrS
€mbassies fron _many investi-
gative agencies of the govern-
ment. e requests ask for
“Bertinent hformation’” that
cgr_r_lg%ig'%k%ﬁn_bwﬂ
traveling citizen
FBI SILENT
While no reliable figure
was given by State Depart-
ment sources,_the number of
these Tequests—most of them

originatin g ] 13
—is~ estimate o run into

y.
Most of the alerts include
just three paragraphs: a
biography; a listing of sus-
picious or reportedly sus-
picious activities, political
and otherwise, and the re-
quest for information.
The Hughes request, in-
cluding the FBI background
on him, was not highly classi-

" fied, and it was distributed

widely throughout the gov-
ernment as well as to the two
embassies  abroad. Other
similar alerting cables, State
Department sources said, are
treated in the same manner. -

ntoriiy TAta Geeion had
Yesterday ecision had
peen made 1ot {0 _comment

1. any part o e matter.
mat
Mr. Rusk send him a eopy of
the cable sent to the iwo
U. S. embassies on Prof.
Hughes.

“I feel it is most important
to determine,” he wrote, “who
makes the judgment that a
traveling citizen is pro-Com-
munist, whether that judg-
ment is confirmed by the
Passport Office when it trans-
mits the requestr for sur~
veillance and what further
use is made of such a deter-
mination and of any infor-
mation obtained by this in-
vestigatory activity.”




