s

28 oed L

v
&

si1pqus Io
alistsh Jopxe 03 .-

5 e mid 0T

wi? dANamyithaaks’ for youd letter e %‘h& %ﬁﬁ.‘id“i”%@%; Zﬁ!th%%’é%é& ?ﬁjyfﬁt‘;r““ Sjim
acequEtsuliBifion’ s’ plak- t6-86- Yo &' agarike $T7LB) an Por ¥EB160kH0R, T8 AgHe"" o
certaimstiatine woildd becdefedtedy:  ¥éey Ilupr8d $hatOhad Hd"dBhe  se RLH v, 1a°% ©
the simple service of=%r¥NTskd justite; tHs NFRUGRAUSTHIN U ESRRT B8t Hive®hsgs o
to pass—noT, indeed, the many other horrors we have witnessed, not since LBJ
abdicated im 1968 but, rather, since Lifton acquired his decisive information

in October 1966, which I imagine we all remember quitewwell.

By the way, I meant to msk you & facetious question in wy preceding
letter bt forgot to irclude it. What significance would Al Newmen {or
Garrisem, for that matter) read into the strange fsct thet your street number
is "4640" while Mary Ferrell's is "4406"? I shudder to think!

I think, ¥red, that you may hsve misunderstood By question about why
the lawyers did nothing when they became aware of Lifton's "find.” Your
analysis is directed at the reasons why the lawyers and/or the Commiszsion
did nothing, before or after Lifton's find, to expose whalt doss indeed seenm
to bave been a coup d'etst, by the palace guard or the zmext in succession.

On that score, I generally agree with your reasoning. Bui what I really

was questioning is why, given the stakes (yroteeting the institutions of
government or the government as the national institution, end glso protecting
individual careers, reputations, and places in history), nothing was done to
thwart disclosure by Lifion of his find-——-by compromising the svidence itmelf,
if it could be done, or by destroying it {(a fortuitous fire or explosion), or
by destroying Lifton or all possibility of his future eredibility. Bven, it
oscurs to me, by beating him to the punch and disclosing the Tind, with suitable
"explanation” which would disaram the weapon and render it inmnocuous.

What does puzzle me is thet they showld sit around year after year,
wondering if and when this explosive information will be made public, as if
resigned to teke their medicinme like little gentlemen if need be.

Tou say that you de not know what you would have done had you been in
the shoes of the Commission memberscor lawyers who understocd the situstion and
backed off. Perhaps in the context of 19631964 it did pose a really painful
dilesma (although, for myself, I believe that I would not bave hesitated for ome
moment, then, later, or now, to disclose and let come what may;). But with the
hindsight that we now enjoy, it seems apparent that it wae the suppression that
set into motion & chain of dissstrous events which have moved the country to the
brizk of disintegration and civil wer. {an sny of us believe that thas cover-up,
and the railroading of an innocent pawn, “saved” the country from sny fate worse
than we now seem to face?

1 will of course gladly read with interest your presentation of the nature
and the level of the plot, zs you have reasoned it out. But you should not belittle
your own abilities as a writer. Your letters are sufficient to demonstrate & distinct
gift for orgenizing and expressing ideas and for communicating informetion, as well as
for formulating cogent arguments in support of & particular position. I do enjoy
your letters, as I alsc enjoy Hary's, for style as well as content,

I would love to spend some time with you and Mariysnn and Msry but from here to
July 1971 I am riveted here, by & heavy progrem of work at wy office., Perhaps next
sumrer....but it is far toc early even toc be tentetive about. HBuch affection,



P.S5. Hsed & talk with ¥Wecht by phone the other night. Lifton apparently had boasted

te him some time sge of his breaking-and-entering and his ecquisition of super-important
new information, though ¥echt's recollection had become vegue as te exaect details. He
did not remember at all, interestingly enough, a csll in which Lifton read him an autopsy
report on an unnavedlpefedny akd denies that he ever suggested any injection of air or

Fhe like. Cculd he have forgotten such a conversation? or could Lifton have invented
it #1177 I just don't kmow what to think. 1 O9TR s
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