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Fébruary 12, 1670

¥r, ¥alter Cronkite

¢/o C5% Felevision vews Department
Columbisa 3roaicasbin¢ Systen

Hew Yori, lew Yorx

Lear Yr, Tronkite:

{ have eunjoryed ‘ha first two of Four three part interview: with
Lynden Jehneon, “he finazl 1ot erview, I understand, 12 ncheduled
fer *ay ©nd, an’ will cover Lhe evett& surrounding Frenident

Renmedy’s ‘rip to ‘exas, the ascasalnatlien, and the aftersath,

T truat thst you will cocver the events and deelsiens that lead
up Lo this frip, snd Lyndon Johneen's part, if any, 12 there
scme serliou

:
Zecisions; as there resaians, at lesst in zy =ind, =
flaws ia the recers, that, I eel could be alarified
Jehnson in your ﬁexx In _Grview.

by

5o doubt your pesearch staff at 32 has tudic i the hirtorical |
documen'a and newsz accounts reglatiaor to these ¢islonz and has
prepared background saterial for rou to uze in your ¥ay ongd
breadcast, Howsver, on the chance thst you may not have aeen
the enalesed material, I gz sending them alons wi:h the heope
that they nay prove hels*ul
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b, Accerding to the sarren Con zission, the bacsiec decizileon
to ‘make the iLrip ¢ lexas was =ade on Juns 5, 1383 a* *he
£l Cortez iotel in £l raso, Jexas, Iregent a% this nesi-
Ine vere JFE; L%J 1158 2

I f ar’er LI alde; Zov, Connally,
nd Secretary of ‘the uavy, Fred fortih, {1 {8

. o



2. vhen we realize tha?
for the hasic declision, %3

& th §s8 *he earlieat 4dat
surzri?e when I ecaxe ac 38
r

.
o
there? are, came g8 o eo-c"nut
i
5
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2 this 2tory orinted in the
DALLAT TINED HEBALD on april 2 1953, or 4% days nricr
1o the sune Sth zeeting, (3}
A8 you cen sae, this is t%ﬂ ;gaﬁ story, on the front oare “he
arzi ie includes photosrap of the Vice-lresident wmoes lw: w ‘t

he edltorial staf? and &ﬁsiﬁﬁﬁﬁfs, inzluding the publisrer h
B’el‘ »

There 1s no reaseon fo aszune, here, thatl we ars dealines with an

ever zealous cub reporter, I hsve great 4 fficulty charasterizins

this a2 an accidential "leak” that somehow aaualataé into & zajlor

news astory, :

Furtherwmore, i £ind it odd tgaﬁ ihis 5Lory

of bo*b the 21 anl the Varres

the Fil was asked by ihe :s“ﬂ13s on to ch
201

scappﬁ the a"eﬂ iOﬂ
f2

£
files for the L of Aneil, 1357, en ancthepr = a**er. (&; 1heg
were chacking 2arir1 xa»azi*a aliecat, ion that her hushand wishaed
to leave tneir &p&r sent In Jarx U140 Ty around April 23 ré 1o zee
”fbe ¥ice~prasldent,” whe ahe *%ou*ﬁt was in ““11as a* the iine,
An investiration a inztituted 513 the 531 inform the CTozzission
that Vice-Iraslient Yixon woa net in Zallas at 1h;u tize,

It seesa odd when we reat that Vice-r ‘regldent Johnion on Ap
correcily names ihe citles and the approxiszate tlmes of day the
these zltlies gre to be visited, “his i3z ber ore *he exas ‘rip
had been plannsil

23 vYou ean sse, the then Vice=rresident., Lyndon sehasen, anncunce:
that Jr% will "c e Lo Texas "somelime thils sumzer” (5) and will
viglt San Antenio, fousten, Feort Yorth and Jellas, le Bpoaks ¢of
a one 4ay af“air Tthis sumzer” < which later beeozes & two day
trip in ‘ovanmbe Ctherwlee, he 18 fgirly accurate, sven to
spelling out 3993*?10 times:

g breakfast in fop

#a luncheson ia all
®*an eftegrncen tea in
¥a dimner ;ﬁ thbLQ

3 {eorrect)
‘8 antonlo {scrrect
1 {eorraat)

1
2
L worth {(eorrect)
a
n

aseording to Jov, Connal

1y, theza tines aug specifile
not EZacwn al this tisze, a3 Connal 1y relates in his LIFE S
story of lJovember 28, 1437 “wxY '%%A”=f Sl i TLOIREEAL,T Sonnally
BLates that he met with J¥Z abt the vhite iousze Colober &, 1057
and "they asreod oa five elitiem.,” 31! 11 accept your judgement on
that uaﬂﬂ” ; 2nlied, (6) ”GW4ﬂlly had dinner with LAJ that
evenlng g : Faghington howe, Commally says LEJ waz unset
ocver noi deing conaulted in th& placning of this lexas iris,
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“he iexas irip ha:d been first revealed 1n the TIVLR
HERALD 1ozt Septesnber 13%ih and wan met wlth G;fieial
denlals for alrost twe weeks. Gov, John Connally

last weezeond sald the fresident will be in Texss
Hovembey S7nd,

fter scoring a news first with thelr april 24tk story, the DALLAG
INESR HERALD now says “hey first asnounces this in deptenber!
sparently they failed to notioce what they thewzelves hagd printed
Yage Cne five nonths earlier,

£14 Torser Presldent Jeh mson prexaturely announsze President ¥eanedy's
trip o Jexea¥ Uid this have anything to do wiih the Tinal declatien
to make ihis trips3

I feel, that, 17 g Vice-rresident anncuncss g propozed tric ef

hi=z *rubiieﬁt, 1t woulsd oblirate or cowalt thé Fresident o sarry
1t out, 4% least, ‘recisient eﬁ»eég would find it difficult <o
cancel this trip after this Cne ghtery In a zalor Zallas paper,
withoul csusing acute ex aarraaa< enl to hie ¥ice-CPresident, alzo,
al ihis tlwe, you may recall, ruzers were rife that Johnsoa was

cue Lo be replaced on the 1964 tlsket, Vad the whi‘e louze denled
this DALLAZ TINRS BERALLD story of April o4 th, 1t would bava =lve
eredence to the “duspy Jehsnaon” Fozslp, whiech the séuinistration
took pairs to 4

o a*"roziwafelv twoe 21111on Dallas residents zaw *h
+to mention d4io and television coverare, and tho ¥h
apnparently "&ﬁu ne comaent,

I can find no record in the testinony of the various Xennedy sides
who ware lavelved in the trip plavning, that makes mention of 4his

ni)ril Phthn GALLAD TIEESZ HEBALD g oY .

»

aveiyﬁ tincoln, rresident Fennedy'as seeretary wrltes that he *old
“her, "I am golngs to ?exae, vecause I have & comulizent, I can't
patceh up those warrline fastiona, 7his is for them to de, but I
wlll go tecause I have told them I would, ant it isa tco early

to maxe an arnouncosent aboul gnother running-zate -« that will
perhaps ¥alt unill the convantion,” (7) ¥rs. Lincoln wrote the
cenverwation vertatiaz in her dlars,
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Enﬁiéaﬂ-aflg, in fairness,

¥

40 not fesl that the Bt
BALLAS TIMEZ HIERALD, guotling Johnson az as ving ...78
)

>
t le
untlil next lovesber before you shoot hinm dovwn,..” {8Y nas any
sinister imgllcazlb It 18 probably jus! one of thosa faatasic
historic, Taux'pa ra* ercp up arom Lime to tize, e probably

zeant %o say sOVﬁmbgr 1534 and not ovesber 1553, which was not
an electlon year,

I realize "hat the informatlon 1noludes here may pozaibly affect
zhe'fiaal edltinz of, cr ths eval:a*ionn vou nlane, on the vidio

tape ycou have ﬂl?éz:? complate’l with Fresident Johnsa: :or
thiz reasen, I want you %6 see *hla 23 scon asn ﬂoqaial gin

the guesticns raised hers seem izportant to the suﬁjﬁﬂ*"c bs
d4issucsised in your next prorram,

Enjoy the meries very futh - keep up the Tine work,

Aespectiiylly,
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