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... Homexr Thornberry and Albert

. ernor Connally at the Cortez Hotel to discnss

roat seai of Yiee Pr

Dresident Johnsen's car inunediately turned and

sidz ¢f

the
pushed ¥

2 zoen’s
ice Pressdent Johusoo down and in the same motion vaulted over the
seat and coversid iha Viee Presidont with hix Ledy. At that instant Mrs. John-
som ang Senawue Yarborough, who were riding in the baek seat along with the
Vice Presideut, bent forward. Special Ageut Youngbleod's acticn came imme-
diately after the frst 800t aad befora Tha sneoseding shofs, ~ - ——-~

T X distinctiy refeimber thves $hote. There Wwas an interval of approximately
{ to 8 seconds from the firat to the last sko. and the three shuts were everly
spaced. The motoreade pr apiy aczcelerated and traveled at high speeds up to
75 to 80 miles ap hour te Parklend Memorial Hospital. The President’s auto-
maobile, the Pre gent’s foliow-up ear, the Vice President's automobile,

Vice President’s follow-up ear rul

ulled 1uto tHE enicrgency eutrafive at Parkland,

Attenidants fiom ke bospital i €L 6o Strefehers” casticd President Kenmedy |

and Governor Conrally iuto the hospital. At one point I briefiy helped
remove Governor Comnally from the ear onto the strefcher. After Presideni
Kernedy and Governor Connally had been taken inte the hospital, Vice President
Johnson, Mrs. Joknson, Special Agent Younghlood and I enterad the emergency
area and were taken fo a small room where we waited. I went outcn a couple
oL oceasions to secure cofiec. Coogressmen Henry Gonzalez, Jack Brooks,
Thomas came into the room where Vice President
about 1 o’clock )

h Mrs. Keanedy and Mrs. Copnally.

Johason waited.
wanted to visit wit .
At 1:12 p.m. Special Agent
Kennedy was dead. At that moment the onlr people present were Viece President
Jokuson, Congressman Thornberry, Special Agent Len Jokns, and I. Speeial®
Agent Reberts advised Vice President Jolmson tu return to the White Housei
. = 16 Cotrern Of the Seeref Sorr e e O
forthwith because of The concern of the Secret Service that there mizht be 2 wide-,

spread plot to assassingte Vice President Johnson as well as Presidez;_t_Kenner.}
that Kenny (O'Donneil) and Larry

/

gn

Vice President Johnson then askesd
{G'Brien) be consszlted to determine what their viescs were on returning promptly
to Washingtor. EKenny and Larry came dosn aud told Vice Presidert Johpson
that they agreed he should return to Wasghington Immedictely. Viece Prosident
Johnson then asked me to try to alert some of the members cf his staff te go

“to the airport for the return trip to Washington. I then procezded to look for

those members of ihe staff, and I was lIater driven to Tove Field by a young
Dalias policeman. By the time I returned to the Presidentisl pianc (AF-1),
Vice President ard Mrs. Johnson had already boarded the plane ard arrange-
ments had already been made to have Vice President Johnson sworn-in as the
President. I do net have any persenal knowledge of Vice President Johnson's
conversation with Attorney General Rennedy conceruing the advisability of a
prompt swearing-in or of the arrangerents to have Judge Sara Hughes partici-
pate in that ceremsny. I was preseni at the swearing-in ard shoitly thereafter
the President’s plane took off for the Washington area.

The original conversations concernine Pregidont Kennedy’s trip to Tezas oo
curred on June 5, 1933 at the Corter Hotel in El Paso, Texas. President Eennady
hagd spoken eavlicr that day at the Air Torce Academy 2nd Viee President T chnson
had spokern =t Annapolis. The President and Viee President met with Gov-
4 number of matters, inciuding
2 trip by the President to Texas. Fred Korth and I were present when the
three men assembled, but Fred Eortlrand I 16Tt during their discussion of the
President’s proposed trip. The first tentative date was to have the trip coincide
with Vice-Presicent Johnson's birth day on August 2Tth, but that was rejected
“because it was too eloze to Laber Day. President Kennedy's other commiiments
prevented him_from eoming to Texes sny sooner than November 21st, which
was the date fnally set.  v—e. . . '
wigned tiais 20tk day of May 1584,
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