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From: David Lifton

Re: The lack of a "Helmstedt" stamp in Oswald's passport

Ynopsis

The claim has been made (see Anson's book, p.170) that the
lack of a Helmstedt stamp in Oswald's passport, contrasted with the
presence of such a stamp in Marina's, is anamoulous, and perhaps
indicates that the bea er of Oswald's passport was given some type of
special treatment as he and Marina exited from behind tre iron
curtain on their journey back to the United States,

This is not the case,

farina's passport is stamped for entry into West Germany (at
Helmstedt) becnuse she, being a Russian, needed a visa to travel
through West Germany. As a result, the page of her passport
containing the West German transit visa bears the stamp for
"Heimstedt", the entry point used into West Germany. Oswald, being
an American, needed no visa to itravel thr ough West Germany.
Therefore, he would Jjust display his American passport and be waved on.

XXX

1. The following passage appears on v.170 of Anson's book:

"The Oswalds supposedly crossed the iron curtain at the
railray station at Helmstedt, the tensest, most security
conscious checkpoint along the border between East and
¥est Berlin, Yet there is no stamp on Lee's passport---as
there is on Marina's---showing that he made the crossing.

2. First , a minor error, Helmstedt is a city on the border
between East and West Germany (nct between East and Vest Berlin), Its
relationship to Berlin is that it is the cntry point to the protected
corridor which runs through East Germany To <the cit, of Berlin,

The Bast German city opposite Helmstedt, on the East German/

West German border is Marienborn, Zacst Germany.

3. In Avgust, 1961, shortly after the Berlin Wall went up,’'I
traveled to Berlin by car. I #hus passed through Helmstedt twice:
once on my way in to East Germany, once on way out,

My passport, however, shows no Helmstedt stamp.

It does, however, show two stamps for Marienborn, the city
opposite Helmstedt on the East German side of the border: one, dated
8/30/61 was for my entry into East Germany; the other, dated 8/31/61,
was for my exit from Ess t Germany,

(Zee attachment 1 to this memo for xerox of p.9 of my passport:)

4, Today, I called the German consulate in Los Angeles and
asked Why my passport showed no Helmsteds stamp, despite the fact
that I went through that city both %o enter and then leave

West Germany.



Memo, 13/17/75, contd.

i was told that the reason Iy passpori was not stamped
was thai, being an American, I needed no visa feor travel in
West Cerzany. Therefore, at the border, a persocn with an American
passrort is simply waved in. Cn the other hand, had I been Ffrom
a countiry which required a visa for travel in West Germany, oy
passpors would not have been enough, I would have neéded such a
visa, ané that visa would have been s$tanped. ) ST

I 21so asked whether the above might apply not just because

I was an American, but beczuse I was an American returning to
West Germany dbut having come From Berlin., I was told that this
was 1oL Thne. case: that it didn't matter where T was coming from

when I went from East to Wes®: Germany at Helmstedt: what mattored
was that I was an American and, therefore, needed no visa.

Thus, a ta2rson (like Oswalad) entering at Helmstedt but coming from
Franikfc Bzzt Germany would simply be waved across the border

at Helm dt when he displayed his American passport.

This led me to check my passport again because, in traveling
around Zurope that summer, I had entered West Germany con at least
two other occcasions: once drivinépcrth from Italy, and another time

entering by train, starting at xotterdam. An examination of ny
passporw reveals that on neither occzssion was ¥ rassport marked
for eniry into VWest Germany, thus confirming the informeition I wes
teld by the West German consvlate here in L.4., and naking it clear
that an Zmerigan entering VWest CGermany at any point does not have
his pzssport stamped.

5. Based upon this information, here is a reconstruction of what
happenad at the East-West crossing (referenced to the pages in
Oswald's znd Marina's passports).

Oswald and Marina are on the train coming t¢ Marienborn,
East Germany, from Frankfori (where they entered Zzst Germany from
Polahnd). Both neecded East German transit visas to make this leg
of the jourmey, and both had such visas. (See p.143, vol. 16, for
page coniaining the Marina Oswald Zast German transit visa: see
p.168, vol 18, for page of Oswald's passpeort containing his
East German tmmnsit visa~w-atiachments 2 & 3 of +this memo )

As they lear e East Germany, at Marienborn, both of their
East German transit visas were stamped. (In each case, the stamp
appears over the signafure of the signing orficial, j; the lower
right hand part of the mge., It is slightly visible on Oswald's
passpert, barely visible on Marina's---at least in the reproduction
in the volumes. But if there is any doubt about this, compare with
Ol &y paspport, where the same stamp appears twice--~~once for
my entry and once frem my exit from East Germany. The stamp is
&r, says "DDR" at the top; beneath is %he date, then a line
words: "GKA, Marienborn" ] e



6. Baving just passed through Marienborn, Zast Germany, the
Oswald's now move on a few yards to Helmstedt, ¥est Germany.

Oswald, an American, needs no visa for YWest Germany at Helmsted

He simply shows his American passport and is waved on.

(If PDS's theory is correct, perhaps the officials there winked at him)

Marina, a Russian, :does neeg a VWest German transit visa,

AL

That visa is shown on the left page of her passpcrt reproduced

on page 144 of volume 16 (attachment 4 of this wemo), As the
translator notes (but it is very difficull to see), it is stamped:
"Federal Republic of Germeny Entry June 3, 1962 Helmstedt Bhf, 20"

T. The above explains wh Oswald's passport besmrs no Helmstedt
S y ) I

stamp, while Marina's dces, One last thing---not only wasn't ny pPEsspo:
stamped at Helmstedt--~-the wall had Just gone up and, while in Berlin,

I exercised my right as an American +o ¢ross into Esst Berlin, in
my volkswagon, at Checkpoint Charlie. I dig that, and spent several

hours there driving around in that section of the citysnevertheless; no

--8tamp ai Helmstedti upom rethraing, via East Germany, to West. Germany,
" (No, damn it, I am not an agent. Ask Weisverg---he'll vouch for wme),
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Page17

Stamp:
German Democratic Republie
. KPr
I (Entry)
26
(sie)
June 2, 1962
Trankfurt (Oder
L *
No, 62/01/267
Transit Visa
for Teo Oswald for one ransi) |
be ’
Tor the I
Ifor the departure; §

kh (he Ge

Turt (Oder)

ocnefeld-Marienbaorn
wilhout stay.

Valid for traffie routes fn' the transit nntil June 10,1

Stamp of the German Democerntie Republie

Consular Section Bmbassy of the USSR
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FEMRASSY OF TIE NETHERLANDS

No. 244/nr 2

Stamp: Royal Constabulary, The Netherinnds, June 3, 1962, Oldenzaal Station

IN Visa ouT
lssued on May 90, 1062,
valid for one transit,
to he completed before June 20, 1062,
Stamp: Wiver Police IN June 4, 1962 OUT Rotierdam
The Temporary Charge d'Alfaires
Yor the sume
Sigonature and seal
Tunl/Vatek (1)
Embassy of (he Netherlunds
Muoseaw
{ Bonhassy Reeretary
Consular fee: 122
1.
gratls,

Right page:
VISA
No. 6270172002

Jisy PVl \
Fpsr Geomnn |
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Stamp: DDR (~German Democratic Republie) KPP Lntry 86 Departure June 2, 1002

Frankfurt
Transit Visa

for Mnrina Oswald and one child, for ene transit through the German Democratic

Republie via the
Muavienborn: departure, without stop.

Vulld for trafiie rautes in (ransit trafiic until June 10, 1963,

Maseow, N 20, 1062

German Demoerntic Republie
Consular Secrion

border stations: Frapkfurt (Oder): entry 4nd Schoenefeld-
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VISA FOR ENTRY INTO TIV

'isa of Examiuing nnd Clearis
T e e eI T
There are 20 numbered pages In instant permit.

(The rest Is i German, fransinfed separoiely.}
Stamnp: Federal Republic of Germany Entry June 3, 15
No. 094/02 No fee
Craosit Visa

for Osvald, Marina, for one journey through the Fed
cluding the area of the Land Derlin),
Term of the transit; 2 days from Lhe crossing of the fre

*oscots, May 28, 1062 e e

Embassy of (he Federal -5 .md\
Ttepnble of Germany SIS
Iy order of (e g
Slgnature: Reifendvim (7) o \

Right page:
Ruleg for Resldence Per

(These Rules consisting of G paragraphs prescribe
tion, change of residence, travel, extenslon, ete.)

Coyaussion Exmisir 20—Cc



