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I called this reeting of the Commission because of‘fomethlng that-
/
ceveloned today that I thodght every ‘mexber of the Commlssion should hava

wnowledze of, something that you shOuldn t he“r from the public before you
had an opportunity to think a2bout it., I will just have Mr, Rawkin tell you

the story from the beginning.

Mr. Rawkin: Mr. Wagner Carr, the Attorney Ceneral of Teyas,,ﬂalled me

“at 11:10 this morning and said that the word had come out, he wante“ to get -

1t to nma at the flrst moment, that Oswald was 2cting as an FBI Undercover

Ageat, and. tbat Lhey had the 1nfornaL10n of his badge which was glven ‘as

" Rumber 179 and that he was being pazd two hundred a month from September o

of 1962 up through the tine of the assa ssination. I asked what the: source

of this wes, and he said that he understood the information had‘bean made

available so that Defense Counsel for Ruby had that information, that he

knew that the press had the informétion, and he didn't know exactly where

.

Wade had otLen the 1nformatlon, but he wvas a former FBI Agent.
g

That they, that is, Wade before, had said that he had sufficient so

that he was villing to rake the statement,
-Ford: Vede is?
A:  The Discriéc Attorney.
Ford:- Carr is the Attorpey Ceneral.
Eozgs: Right, of Texas.
Pzukin: I brought that to.the_attention of the Chief Justice immediately,
aﬂd ke said that I.shonld-try Lo get din touch with Carr snd ask hlm to bring -

Wede uvp Lere, and le would Le willing to nmeet with him 2ny time today or -

'tozzfnt to find out what was the basis of ths story. I tried to get Carr
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him 2rd he .told me the source of the information was s member of the press

TEN INTTEN o ' Sty R A Y

t
a whila to get bLack to him &nd talk to him, 1 Juect pot thvongh tailidng to
“ /

who had claimed he knew of such an agency, that he was an underxcover agent,

but he now is coming with the information as to his particuvlar number and -
the amount he was getting 2nd the detail as to the time vhen the payments

started. Wade said he as well a2s him did not know the name of the informant

but he could guess who it was, that it was given to his assistant, and'he was
- sure that be knew, and he said he was trying to check it out to get'moré--"
definite information. Carr Sald that he could brlno Wade in some. tlme the {m

. first of the week but in llght of the fact that it was this man of the pres :5-

KRN -~

,,... L.

and that they did not thlnk it would be broken by the press Jmmedlately,_-

--although there had been all kinds of stories down thare but Carr said there

were some 25 to 40 different stories about this being the case admonishing the

..'of questions without having information about it. Row he said Nade told .

press th;mselves, but this was the flrst time that he got sowathlng deflnlte'
as to hou they were handllng it or how it could be handled by hlmself But
-X was concerned of an undercover agent. He thought that the press would mot._ .

bring the story without some further proof, and they are w0rking oﬂ'fhat now,

he said. So he Lhought that if he brought Wade back on uonday or Tuesday,

that that would Stlll tzke care of any major problem. When he first toldius,-'

ha szid the press had it and he was fearful because he hadn't even gotten.

this from Vade. He got it fron another man that the press w0uld bring it

'before we could lnow about 1t and the Commission would be asked all klnds

hio that the FBI never keeps auny records of names.

'J{r. Bogbs. Wade is the District Attorney for Dallas Cpuntyé X

' Raul:ip: “That is right. ... ... .-

. o
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 . Ay That g ¥ipht, ; /

! 'Q: And the other pcople vho have knovledge of thig story?

A: He indicated that the pfess down’ihere had knowledge of thlS story,

end thét the information came fro% Sso

me-infqrmént whb was a press repre—
:¢, sentative, and he, that is, w:de,'could gue%s who it was but hlS asslstant
| " knew and he never asked him, They were trylng to get more exp11c1t 1nformatloﬁ.

SN | .M Lees ‘would you tell thems |, 7 - "-:'-;":- ,'-‘ o L | o
% Sl VHr. Dulles: Who were you talking with kﬂen you‘égfléhis infqéﬁafion,
oo .o : - SR _ e oo o
g, ,_.ﬁ,;' the hlmself? o . . C *}"}_'j - o SRR ;;:_ :
%A | | ﬂ”A% I was talklﬁo with Carr. ":f.~:i :' . .'f’.?.“ “i;;liy‘ c?;';?: K
25 ﬁég;s':'There.is a denial of this in one of.these fBi reco;d;;;és,Yo#’;Z
| ) know. | - . .

AN Az Yes. . .

Coopéf; In this file we had yesterday, one of theulawyers’fprithis

W+ v o in. et ot e

" fellow who clalms to replesent — »i‘ ' .‘;.f‘ ”;';-':_::T¥:f T
. ﬁo&gS" Thornhlll I thlnk _2; _ _;. . o ' -n;j; f.~' i_ .
i ) Cooper.» Oswald or one of them, RLby, fold about this, do yéggfécall it,
- " he said 1t was being remored around.  1j _ N i frﬁ”f
| Bawkin: Yes, it was teing rumored tha; he was an undercovér ;gent."Now
N ‘}::-i;:is sOmethlng that would be.very dlfflcult to prove out. Thefe are events

S in connectlon w1Lh thlS that are curlous, in that they night make it possible

to check some of it our in tire. I assume that the FBI records would rever

:show 1t and 1f it is true,

.- and of course we don't know, but we thought
. g . ~ e :
I you should have the information. . :
[ BT R, LT N ; e
2 !: As Lce, would you tell the gentlcncn the clrcumstances under Wnlch
' . . - N ‘: . - e . -
L. : this story vas told? . _ . : Lo LT :
o , :A: ch l'llcn it was first brought to ny attention this inérning - .
; T _i' o T . et MADE .
R § R
' N ] . ] N
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A.A: ' 11! 10. .
Boggs: That is after the Ruby episode of ycstc{dayT
A: Tnat is,right.

- Q: YES' -

A: And Mr. Carr said that they had used this saylng before the Court
that they thought they knew vhy the FBI was so willing to glve some of

these records to the Defense CounS°1 and they were ing to the T =

Befcnse Counsel belng able to get the records ‘and asking the Court to’

rule that they couldn't get them. . j '} o 33.i:=-{'._?L'i

..Q:_ That 15, the Dlstrlct Attorney was? B ,.,4;;;*1“_ . flfum“ T
A: That As rlght and he said a nunber of these records vere furnlshed

by the Tex authorltles, and that they should not be given up to the Defense

Counsel ard that the reason he thought that they were so eager to help Ruby

- wWas because they had the undercover, that Oswald was the undercover agent ard .

L.

1
LT

.. R
e al 4 o st

cew

. oy,
. -l ov—

bad the number of his badge and so nuch, he was getting fwo hundréd a month

and so forth, and that was the way it was emplalned as hlS Justlflcatlon to. the

. Court as a- b951s for determlnlng the records and that that was the excuse the

" ¥BI, the reason tha FBI had for being so ecager to give the rccords up. That

is the vay it wes developed. Kow Mr. Jzworski, who is asgociated with the

Lttorney Géneral working on this mattér vas rgported to you befofe; and

'.; . 3 » story, I don't talk to Story about it but. I dld talk to Jaworskl
_and he szid he dlon t think Wade would say onythlng llke thls unless he had

sorce substantial 1nformat10n back of lt, and thought he c0uld prove it, because

he thought it would ruin many in polltlcs, in Texas, to be naklng such a

- claim, and then have it shown that there was nothlng to 1t. cf;"f}l{{ I
.- . . T o . S
T "_':,._c'“:.* = HORE
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' At Jad Javorskd ds an able lewyer, nmature and vory cewnatent. Ve have

conplete confidence in him as a person. - Row that is the evaluation of the

b}

. gituvation. [ / E . ’

N o A
Ford: Hd hasa't made any investigations himwself?

AJ- No, he has not. -

Ford: Was Wade or anyone connected with Wade?
A: Yo. IR - . ?"‘ B - _ ~-ﬂ.v”

Dulles:; Talklng abowt Story, Just a few mlnutes _ago Just telling hlm I '

, wasn t 301ng to be down in Texas, I had told him I was 301ng to be down at

the tlme, he dldn t 1ndlcate that he ‘had anythlng of any inportaﬁce on hls )

- - i

ming }aybe he won't offer 1t to him obV1ously. 'A. "'zj'f"ff'

Rawkin: I dqn t,know that it ‘was even brought to his attention.
Dulles: I don't believe it was,’now. Of c0urse, he is not in the hlerarcﬁy.
] ,A: Well, I think they were plannlng on telling the Attorney General and

Javorskl.

Ford: How long ago .id they get a feeling that there was some substance to

the rumors that appareantly had been -~ I just assumed, and I didn't ask them

that, that Carr called me and seemed to be in a matter of hreatnurﬂency.at'11:10
this mornlng, ‘2nd that he was fearful that they would brino in the papers

before we would even get ‘to know about it, and that 1s the way he was talklng

. and acting about it ‘ ' o

- Cooper: He felt there was ... He didn't know the name of the informant?

A: Yo, he did not. N
o Q:‘ YThet then wodld_lcad hin to‘think it had scbstance? - l J )

, At Well, he said that the reason he thought it might have substance was

.

becau*c Uade hed heard these rumors constantly, and hlS assistant had goﬁtcn

MORE
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cwount nad the date.

Cocper: liow vould you test this kind of thing? _ o ,./
. A, It is going to be very difficult for us to be able to gstabliéhlgﬁe

fact in it. I 2m confident that the FBI would never admit it, Jnd I presume

their records will never show it, or if their records do show anything{ I

would thirk their records would show some kind of a number'that couldlﬁe:_

" assigned to a dozen dlfferent people accordlng to how they uanted to deacrlbe

them. So that it seemcd to me 1f it truly happened he d1d use postal boxcs

- - a .. --._A-

practically ever) place that he wcnt, and Lhat would be an ideal way to get

- =t o. . - ot Tt - . . . '-.-- A La

oney to anyone that you wanted ﬂo an undercover agent or anybody clse that'

you wanted to do business ‘that way_with without' having any partlcular trans~

- LT e
P— - . S -

action. - -

Ford: There might be pédple who would see what vas going on with that
particular box, because the postal authorities do watch, they have meahs—of
watching in many places that no one could see. They can watch the clerks as

to what they are doing in these boxés, and they can watch the individuals the

are going in and out. Thcy do that oniy uhcn.thcy havcban occasioh?toiﬁe
-su;pidious, but they migh&, in watching for somebody paitidula;ly, theyi (
"pight also see other £hings thap they justAhave-to note. That is a possibil:
Dulles: What was-the ostedgiblc mission? I mean when they hiré somebody
they hire sozebody for a purposé.‘it”id either. . . ‘ﬁas it to pedetrade the
Fair Play for Cuba Committce?  That'is_the only thing I can thinﬁ.oﬁ wvhere

they might have used this man. It would be Quite‘ordinary.for me because
they are very cereful about the.agénts tﬁey use.- You wouldn't pick up a
fellow like this to do an aggnt'é job. You have gotfto‘watch out for your °

.+ MORE
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agents, You lLave xc%ily LQ to )ng Lenotdeng o you nabe 2o b,

Ford: He was playiong ball, writing letters to both the elerents of

o S A o
" the Codfmunist parties. 1 mean he was playing ball with the Trotskyites
. L R . _ _ . : .
., . and with the others. This wvas a strange circumstance to me. - ) ..

Dulles: But the FBI get people rlght 1n51de you know. Thcy don't need

) a person like thlS on the outside., The only place where he d1d any at all .

‘<-5"}'wa$ Wlth the Fair Play for Cuba Comrittee.

.;,:???ff;:.noggs:_ Of course it is conceivable that he may have been broughé baék *::

TalT ?rom Russia you know. f ';  . | f o - ) }..‘} .A.’;{.’
a If he was in the employ from 1962 September 1962, up to the time )

;ssa51natlon, it had to siart ove; in Rugéla, dldn t 1t because-ilfrij

he get back in February? !hen dld he get back hele from Ru551a?

A: I think it was February; February of this year. 'T .
Q: Of '62. Was it of '627 ' ' ' o
g . L A: Oh yes, that is-fight, it was '62. - l. :A. . o
Dulles: They have no féciiities, they haven't any people in Rﬁssia.

‘They méy have some people in Russia but they haven't any organizations of

-, ’ '--
.~ _their own in Russia.
A: Yes. -

Dulles: They ﬁight‘havé their agents there. fhey have some péople,

G : A"'- sozetimes American Communists who go to Russia under their guidance and

:“SO forth 2nd so on under their control.

'é‘ ‘kT;r"- o Cooper: Of course there are rurors éll around Dallas, of course the
;,‘f;:i FBI is acquanited with rumors too. .

"A: One of the étrange things that happened, and it may have no'bearing'

on this at all, is the fact that this man who is"a defector, and who”was o

." under obscrvation at least by the FBJT, they.say they saw hlm frequently, coull
eyl . - e TS .
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with that ease. . S .

[

N the files'J I don t thlnk that record has ever turned up.

- can get a pa33port that is good

!

next day with a. passport that pClmltLQd him to go to Russia. From ny obser-

- vatiors of the case that have come to us, such passports ard not passed out

Dulles: Hr., I think you are wrong on that.-lt_ L 4.'”

A: I could be. . - '; o RIS

Because the passports are issued valxd for anywhere except

s

.Dulles.

.. -

spec1fled countrles. There is a stamp as I recall that says not good for -

?

Communist Chlna, North Vietnam and s0 forth

the stamp not good for Hungary.t

- r—-
- .....

..‘ ._.k. EyS

- -

for anywhere. An Amerlcan can travel and

R0551a 1s one of the countrles that you can now travel to. . s B

A. Well, maybe you can. '

Dulles: You can get them ouick. : .

B -

A..o

- that have come before our - Court which would 1nd1cate tha

t that isn' t exactly
the fact.. TT;,,; - . "_ . . e
.‘..t.'. . . 4 ',‘ . . : . LT

Dulles. I thlnk in the State Department. . f;

A: They have great difficulty, sone of them, in getring a passport to

go to Russia.

. Boggs. Particularly for someone who has any Comﬁunist .

. . [

C .
1 -
-

A Oh, yes. fflt_' ' | [ B

Dulles: Is there any eV1dence the State Department has that record in -

. Cooper' They admltted there wasn't any. C ' "( ’

A' lhat record that he was a defector? :;'-;f i'f'fi:"cf s

(Y
v

]

ter, v,

5

t

S

»

L
Qe *)". :
1]

For a long time they had on o

But any American, practically any Amerlcan,_'- -

I think owur General Counsel and I both have some expexience in cases o

+
.
)
- e rmas g
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-
]
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] Dulles: Yes, -1 don e thnl the Stice Popaviment or in the szsport

Bureau, theve wias no record. It didn't get down to the Passport offices.

»
"~

Thaf is one of the thlngs we ouwht to look into.

-

"f; : A' The Suate Department knew he vas a defcctor. They arranﬂed for hom -
~ to come back. U e : i: R .f-: e,
Dulles:'But it don't got

passport flles or the passport records.

They are 1ssu1ng hundreds and thousands of passports.'They have their own:‘-

partlcular system. R e n } e T T
A' Yes, - . o --’... o ’ o ‘. . -" .‘._‘.:: .:-;‘ :_,'--‘:.'-:, e '_

-

Dulles. The) don t run arOund from time a man comes 1n;-'If they don t

-

.

j‘f nd any clue, and they don t according or our record here they don t flnd

s .~',-.‘ (A

-— -

t

- any warning clue in his file —- they should have a warning clue in hls f11e

.but as I recall they don' t.

B © e
- o -

3 Lotroe
.

Cooper: ' That is whet they admitted, that they had not supplied the;'iiig
warnihg.{ 'eo:_', 1'—1 ‘ -_ v , | . - -
Dulles. £nd the Passport Office don't on its own ussuallyioo around )
- and ;pqu1re. They wait until it is assigned there. Thch they fo}low’it up.

- Cooper: This nay be off the point a bit, but as I re4read the report, .

the chronolooy of the FBI checks on Oswald, they knew that he had gone to‘

Texas. They learned f;om Irs. Payne: they knew where Mrs. Oswalk ‘was 11v1ng.

.

;hf: Thc) talked vlth her. They knew where he was working.

*} -~ " Boggs: SUre. That is all in the file. .

§ LT Cooper: ' I know;that. I say they knew uvhere he vas working.

- .3 : . : .
T Boggs: I an sure you went over that maLerlal that ve recelved a few -

- _ T:days ago. You will fﬁnd the report from the FBI dated chk last summer,. -

A . ; . . _ _._ _‘; _-. ‘ ‘."-"'-"_-

i ?h; and nonths before that and Lhen months afte1 that, why some agent would

o ‘.-.' .‘.> l" s . a- -——;,,

, .- .. make a reporc on it. o “ff?; e‘ :

‘s"_. : . ! :
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'LV }- o A ; thdnk it vas in Oéluber. ' , - :/

?I ;' N ) Rnwh;n: They had a report on vany,, they bhad an agent po nné cee hin

: | :_ 'Qheg he was in prison. - S ’{ B AT

j : sl '? Boggzs: In New OrlLané? i

? .A’ A: In lew Oflcans.':' “.:"- ' . "4 .ng_ - :'f'.

? : t;~".- :v» Q: Right.- SR ; : " : ' :.?

.;.; ‘sl-‘:’ o A. And he lied to them befo“e the police. He said his wife wvas a Texas ;

e girl ~and he rarried her in Tcxas, and a whole strlng of stuff and in Dallas

-
- ¢+ - . -

they had a report prior to “that that was deflnltely contrary to it.-

PR

. Bl B i A AL R R] L
. N * -
[N 8

< Boggs. “The fellow Butlér,;ﬁho works for the proflt organlzatlo;s tha;:,;>..
';? :'bf. OYnard heads to dlssenlnaté-aAé tie Comnunlst propacanda to Latln AmerL
ifi - “'1ca, is the one who confronted him on the streets in New'OrleanS- I know
{-:‘:~ .’Butler. He is a very fine young man. It was. . . . Butler says that this was .
it

.° - -the first time that they establlshed that he had been in Ru531a and that he . -~

. L had defected at one time and then returned. You have ‘that undoubtedly in your_r
e files, that fllm: that tape that was made and borrowed in ‘New Orleans?
- .‘f;.:;: 0: : . A
é K ;ii A. Yes.. A - : .f - .
3-:.f ;, Boggs: Of course on tha;.éapc - I listenéd to that téﬁg = he gives
:i}félf' the normal Cozmunist line,_rcaction to everything. )

‘A: That is right. L -

" Q: The sa2me 0ld stereotyped answer?

A: Yes. T

1

-Cooper: liow do';Ou propoqe to meet this 31tuatlon7

W TIY Mg b, A P TR s b AW
L . .

Boggs: This is a serious thing. N
: S BRI " MORE o
P - e L et ’ .
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JYS Lee LU KLOW 2bout it. beconul), LL-re is -his

fector too that a consideration, that ig somevhat an Jssue in this
‘ !
:° case, and'I suppose you are all aware of it. That is that the FBI is very

expTic1t that Oswald is the = 2ssassin or was the ass sassin,

and they are v%ry o

R “explicit that theve vas no consplracy, and they are also saying in the sagf

Place that they are continuidg their investigation. .Now in my eiperience of .~

S almost nine years, in the first place it is hard to get thcm to say uhen you

. think you have got a case tight enough to conv1ct somebody, that that is the )

|
1
|
|
i
o : L
.. : peISOn that commltted the erime. 1In my expcrlence with the FBI they don t P
!

I :
- do that. They claim that they don t eveluate, and 1t 13 unlform

\ .

l .

Ll o pr1or experience chat they don t do that Secondly, they have not run out'

. Lt e

all kinds of leads in chlco or in Russia and ‘so forth whlch they could
probablj -— It is not our business, 1t is thc very e B - . ‘

.. '.'. " Dulles: What is tﬁat’

Ay They haven t run out all the leads on the 1nformat10n '

a2and they could probpbly say —- that isn' t our bu51ness.

. L. 7 ) . i _-' . . v ‘
.. * - - . Q: 185. . - ) . . : . .

L4

A: But they are concluding that there cain't be a conspiracy without

__ those being run out. Mow that is not © » from my.experience with

‘the FBI.

.
. .
v .
N
T ———— e .

- Q: It is not. You are quite right. T have seen a great many reports.,

.
e

Why are they so eager to make both 6£ those conclusions, both in
the original report znd their experimental report, which is such a departure.
+ Kow that is just circumstantial evidence, and it don't prove‘anything a2bout.”

" this, but it raises questions, We have ‘to txy to flnd out VHat they haVu i

say that would give any upport to the story, and report 1t to you. _,'13 R

vow,y -
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brrangelent?

/ A:

I think that there are Several.
{

O, LUVl ave buch an

Frobzbly jir. Belmont would know )

f every ﬁFdercover agent., .. ‘
. Q: Belmont? .
A: Yes.
Q: -An informer ;iso would you say? )
: . A: _Ye;i I'wégld think'so._ He isg the'épecial seﬁurity, of the Hivision.
5 Dulleg" Yes, I know._ . '- . | -: R
é 51 ' A' And he is an able man. But ;hcn the Chief Justice a nd I Were.Just
i o brlefly reflecting on this we ;ald if that was true and it ever: came out and -

conspir

dld or

. - Boges: You are so right.

T . .

¥

. Dulles: Oh, terrible.

T Boggs: Tts implications of this are fantastic,
A Terrific.

d¢y to accomplish thig assa551nat10n that nothlng the Commission

an)body could dissipate.

Pavkin: To have anybody admit to it,

-Dulles:’ Lee, if this vere true, why w

interest —— I could

ran but

guilty one?

sure that there wouldn't at thig point be anythi

why

SHOes &n lnLercst.

T Bobgs. I can icmediately —-

A

LTI e e e e

~

I pmean I don t see that argument th

1

don't you think so}

even if it was the fact, I anm

ing to prove it.

would it be in their interest to say he is clearly

-

ould it be partlcularly

in thelr

See it would be in their interest to get r1d of this

the only

atAyou raise Particularly -

v .
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Lidles: Yes, I sce that. " /- '
.} : : - k 14
? " Jawiin: ~They found the man. There is nothing nore to do. THe oot
Couission supports their conclusions, and we can go cn'dome and that is |
1 the cad of it. T ) - P
g _ A
,E , pulles: But that puts the men right on them. If he was not the killer
. ] )
§  ‘/1 ".2nd they caployed him, they are already lt, you sece. So your argUment is
iy : I .
= . *
g } corxect 1£ Lhey’:e sure Lhat this is goxng ‘to close the case, but AL 1t ‘
3 I dcﬂ t close the case, they are worse off than ever by doing this.'ﬁfftg?iﬁfjf
f P T - _A:."‘

Bogos' Yes, 1 would thxnk so.--And of course, we are all even galnlng
jn the realm of speculation. I 2an't even llkc to see this belnﬂ tuken down.‘ i

Pulles: Yes. I think this bprd ought to be destroycd. Do you think

we need a record of this. -?,».“ s - L -
oo \
A: I don't, except that we id he\qpﬁld Tﬁve records of meetlngs and
3 : VRS R IR S ]

so we called the reporter in th< Iormal Jay. If you think what we have

\h

said here should not be upon the 1ebord|’hp'&dﬁ'hgve it done that way. of

1 . i.
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cource it might. . . . - =~ ”L'n"., ._~.‘ML4~“*J . ' e
E Dulles. I an just thinking of sending around copies and so forth. Ihe
;-' only copies of this rccord should be kept right here.
b - .. .
boggs: 1 would hope that none of these re;érds are circulated to anybody..
A:.I would hope SO too. a'vi£-7‘;?;’i"* o -_“:.:A‘ ..1 :'. ~'§$;u
S WﬁWkln. We also give them to you Commissoners. #ow 1f you don't want

-l .'ﬁﬂ‘ﬁ!

tnem, those are the only ones who get them but Sides himself: off the record.
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