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by Tom Bethell
My miost; vivid recollection of
Jones Hartis is that he always wore d -
“straw hat. Even indoors he seemed to-
+profer to keep it on. That, and the
fact that he: never would  write
“anything down ‘on paper. On that
_score, 1 remember D.A. Jim Garrison,
. my boss, once saying that we didn’t
- even have 2 sampte of Jones’ hand-
wii ting. . c 3
. This disinclination on Jones' part.
to write anything down. was’ most
uncharacteristic of conspiratorialists—-
a delibera cly convoluted word T have
coined—most of Wwhom were, as far as
1 could tell, highty prolific memo and
jetter writers. And working for Jim
Garrison, as 1.then was; on his ill-fated
Kennedy assassination investigation, 1
met most of the conspiratorialists of
those years. Jopes Harris was one who
Cremains in my mind.. oo b
© ., That was in 1967 and 1968. Now,
_seven years later, there seems to be a
. widespread-return to the same vein of
" conspiracy “thinking, 'mostly. dealing
with: the  possibility that one Ol
another of the assassinations inrecent
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of couspirators who (wg arc led to
supposc) did not have the best
interests of the United States at heart..

“Slaying. Watergate fink

Cliimed,” says a headline in an issue
of last mouth’s Dallas Tines Herald. .

The staying is that of Jolm Kennedy,
and -the “link™ is alfeged by members
of somcthing cailed Assassination
information Bureay, “pased in Cam-

bridge, Mass.” “Who Shot Robert
Keunedy?” Harper’s inquires on ifs
‘cover, and the accompanying article
by Betsy Langman. and Alexander

Cockburn suggests . that the answer

‘may not be just old Sirhan Sirhan.

The. Martin Luther King case has
received the attention of Ron Rosen-
baum in The Village Voice, in an
article devoted primarily to expound-
ing assassination buff Harold. Weis-
berg’s view that James Earl Ray was
“framed.” ;
The Realist, 2 once-amusing

monthly put out by: Paul Krassver, .

devotes .an entire issuc to- Mae
Brussell’s” “Conspiracy, Newsletter”
(How I do remember. her from my

Garrison days!). And interviewed in a’

recent issue of Rofling Stone, Norman
Mailer says: ‘T have.come around
again . to the thesis that Marilyn
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: sup-+ witness who, apaft from . testitying-
d muradet, ‘M " bel , ight that he had_ heard Shaw ‘discussing
“'become ‘“farget | .séeming . askassiriatiig Kennedy, was under the
'than ‘Watergate i had it impression that the government stole: .
fgilet’s exslicationf 'into his house from time to time and
' deters | substituted. “dead ringers’’ for his '
ted ay. children, who then spied on him. (To~
©. 4 foil the government, he periodically.
: plé— - fingerprinted his children.) Needless: .
dal - the . to say, Garrison’s people. were. not ~
{THe New - anxious for the man’s eccentricity to -

- 4 the : -emerge in testimony, and thus wanted . |
- writings of i te- the déferise to have as little time as
.+ what presumptuously, .1 feel, Vidal ~possible - to uncover it. When "1
. asks at one-point: *‘Since, it is now . discovered that Garrison , was . indeed.

' ‘clear to everyone éxcept petrtaps Earl - planning: to put this man on the.

- Warren - that' Oswald: was’: part_ of a witness stand (as he in fact did;
 conspiracy, who = were “felfow indicafing better than anything else’
" Conspirators?” Vidal’s :article makes ‘ the " shortcomings ~of his.case), I
.. for: amirsing ‘reading, ' b ‘

: is clear . decidéd that the time had:come to:
stied it the fiets ' turn the necessary information over to-
P - Shaw. For my petfidy. I was charged.
' by Garrisoft  with “unauthorized use.
- dedling  of movable goods,” 4 charge thdt was
dck in . never brought to trial and has since.
“to. been dropped. B

.fierices: 1 promptly fell into disfavor with
|vag., Jones Harriy and other conspiratorial-
ts. Some” of them, I-later heard,
{ cally relegated me:to CIA
Nevertheless, I ‘always com= .. %
‘a charming felfow, arld
hé demotistrated the first quality of
- - conspifatorialists that I want to bring:
' love of complexity. &'
-/ Jottes: Hattis, ! the sont of Bro dway "
roduces Jed Harris and 4ctress Ruth
249 ed: , ;

tk, and. it wag
wift suceession;
York Review edit ‘
i th, Norman; Mailer, .
Lady. JeanCampbell,




~ philosophy at.” the .Univeisity ' of
California ih Sant Diego and the author
of a highly implausible .book -called-
The Second 'Oswald, which may be..
briefly summarized as follows: =~

-In the course of its investigation,
the Warren Commission produced
evidence that Lee Harvey Oswald was
_in  two ‘places at once—manifestly

i ~ impossible. Although thost, if not all,

of this' contradictory eviderce was
-either fleeting observation or from
“unreliable. witnesses, and thus could
" be dismissed as cases of miistaken
© identity (it would be surptising if
some 'such evidence did not emerge it
the cousse of so wide-ranging and well-
publicized a cdse), Popkin chose to
postulate that there were two Os- %
walds. . L
No - matter. 1. remember’ once
having . dinner with Jones in the
Pontchartrain ' Hotel in- New Orleans"
and outlining this and other diffi-
culties ' concerning . the = “second
"Oswald”  theory. Jones replied per-
fectly ‘seriously, “There - were three
Oswalds, you know.” My mouth must

.. have fallen open. “And. two ‘Jack

- Rubys,” he added for good measure; I ;

_ i think it must have been around that -

. time” that I began' to give serious .
- consideration .to the possibility “that -
' Qswald, shot the President all.aloné
- andunaided.t . . ot T

iy

d Earth Conspiray
naty ‘comple

the two rival models of the solar
system: do: the sun and planets: go
atound . the earth? Or vice versa?
Because there. is no absolute and fixed
poiitt in spdce, it is possible to argue

the question. But the description of

the paths followed by the planets if
they encircle . the earth is very
complex; whereas the Copernicant '
model—ellipses—is simple. Thus, it is
argued, the Copernican model is true.
In this instance the criterion of
simplicity acts as a final court of
appeal in the establishment of truth.-
" Consider another famous case. Is
the earth round or flat? It is possible
to argue that it is flat and yet
taifitain an appearance of rationality.
I once wetit to a lecture given by a
member ' of the Flat Earth Society,
and it was surprising how similar his
reasoning wa$ to that of the various
cotispiracy theorists I have known. A
Flat-Farthef, for instarce, is likely to
telt you that the moon landings never
really;: tdok . place, that NASA is
collaborating with the CIA to deceive
the Russians and' the American
people. . .. Sound familiar? To believe
the eatth is flat one must also befieve
that a large’ numbér of people ate
‘working assiduously to deceive our
minds, and it is, in the end, just so

much simpler: to conclude that this
. gonspirdcy does not exist. R

But your average conspiratorialist
s little mierit in the argument from
 standpoint of simplicity. To accept
mple explanatior, he feels, is just
miinded. Somehow conspiracy
 seemy above all, - determined
e accused of being naive.
idat.gives this impression inhis
dbscending -reference to “‘most: -
ericans: being quite at home with
P batty 'killer who dcts alone in

. titne this mee! vit
asked hirt what he was going -
td: do when, the Kennedy assassimation .

tirg with



- sccond string to their bow

mystcry bugan io! pall on mm (1 did’ ’tamﬂy in the same way; @

not imagine he: would want to go o
m'mcuvumg 'Qswalds
around .in his’ ‘mind indeﬁmtdy ) His
answer was “illuminating. . “Qh,” " he
gaid, 1 expect r
sarlier. studics. . What, wer€
‘about?, 1 asked. “The 2
who wrote Shakcspcarc s plays,
rcphed

rgumuxt about

“torialists share this love of” puzzles,

: . cohundrums, mysteries, and the uncx-
cortainly in oy back- "
had »2'course, .

plamed It’s
“ground (by the time 1 was |
:read just. about 4l there: was
“yhout the ‘Loch Ness
example) and it no doubt contributed
ta my" interest in, s the Kennedy
assasqmauon Other o d&S&bblﬂdthﬁ
“ puffs 1 know have flying saucers as

61
to read -

Somewhat 10 my.
cently heard from a reliable source
. that Jones Hargis is still.at work on
assassmatmn theories. He 18 reported
. to be wrestling with asort of “unified:
ﬁel > theory tinking : most- of the -

ions of tecent years. Such a

y 'would, of course, not

only ‘yepresent a great preakthrough ¢
but would constitute; in a sense, a’
TIOVE

“would have one . mastcrmmd
fedrs, however, that, just as Finstein®
dxscovered msurmountable obstacles
4n his efforts 10 unify.the theories of:.
4graV1ty ‘and electxomagnbtlsm,,
" igbstacles, i Jones™ path
‘ mately provc xmposmblu {0 over(,orm,.

_f___-—d,A

' thjerefore
i 10! Silvers ifi-
- dCIQSS to me durmw lunch

“Maybe They re All o It Together
e = Al I B e ——

' Another: common featme of. con~
bpxratonahst thinking is “that~ their
"theories are., One w1y or: another, -
‘ mefutablc I have right-wing friends, -
¢ for. example; who discuss
o :.ncompassmg conspiracy ‘of the Elders |
© of Zion like
. ‘that happens tends 10, confirm | thei
“belief: that the conspiracy is workin
- Nowadays, 1 notice,- left-wt wingers dis-
cuss the conspiracy of the Rookefeller

34

su xrpnse, 1 rer

and,  Rubys® conspifacy,
1 go back to. my ~become | ‘an

they (,onsplracy

JTam pusuadud that 'nost conspm-

Monster, or

a ha g to’ Bob Silvers,

in - the: direction ofi greéater. entirely 1001{1115 forward
stmphmty mstead of four loncrs, We, encoun

One “Popkin

the -
will ultis

their all-~

“and fu*’ thOSu
who bchwe ipian. all-pervasive ClA
tbc fact that the C A tqvl'
is prdsmtiy L being investigated by
govummvnt iggEncies ‘is bound {0
mtcgtal part of ,thc
1\‘sclf

i his E.

Vidal, dlsaumon o;

e Howard Hunt's writings, domonstrates

thig tendency.: At onc paint he argucs
‘that ‘Arthur Bremers diary was not
Cwritten by Bremer bcmu&, it is toO
]ltkfatb Awkward fFact (that, beeause
uch of the diaty is illiterate. Thal, of
aﬂ a part of the scenat o
.that, ‘too. - Thus both

and 1lhturacy tend 1o confitm
What thun {:ouid disprove

“thcy”

‘Hiteracy

the thcmy
it?:

much 'appeal ihesc awumum
the:: editor of the
which’ poth Nidal's fmly
recent article and Rxchatd Pogkm 5
- “Second Oswald” theory were pltb-
fished, 1 have no way of knowing. Bul
Yido. know that not k)n}, after Jones
Hartis mentloned his «Three Oswald,
CTWO Ruby th ofys he took me to
lunch at P} Clarke s jn New Y ork,
where, the, big eveiit was.1o mect and
hmch w1th Bob Silvers:
1 should oxplain, that 1

How

Joumal m

was not
Cto  this
because by this  time
had pubhshed in. The New
Yeork Review 2a second and, I thoughi,
,untenablc article, which sought to still
the ‘raging prbss criticism of Garrison
on the groun s that Garrison Tad not
yet. had b day in court: Popkin
drgued that Garrison might  have
sometlung, so let’s wait and sce. 1 was
‘worried aboul what to say
as I expected— he leaned -
.'md asked
me in& “bctwecn you and me’ Tsortof
way’ does Gartison feally have .m\,
~tHing or not? 1 imagined SQitvers migh
b concerted - tO know whether lw
splashy, cover: story 0n (,;mmun Wi .

y
v

that. Absolutely 'mythmk, on tzu‘get»or ail, wet,

er,d out my tefu‘x

Wu 1
i
a @ "

Sifvers W L)
gcnﬂeman d[‘ld di lnt ask e




B

-

RO

s, ORI o £ ot rnte

R e

".——-Mﬂm—:_—;‘:_-.—q e

S i

M g et R TR S R

-

embarrassing  questions. The lunch
went off smoothly, with the whole
topic of the assassination—perhaps on
the “don’t-let’s-talk-shop™ principle—
rather pointedly ignored. (1 am
inclined to think as a result of this onc
encounter, and rcading his magazinc,
that Silvers himsclf is not a conspira-
torialist.)

Three Gunmen on the Grassy Knoll

About this time Joncs also intro-
duced me to Lady Jean Campbeil,
thcn a New York correspondent for
the London Evcning Standurd. who,
shortlv after the assassination  of
President Kenncdy. had traveled on
investigative  expeditions  to Dallas
with Jones Harris. A weck or two
after having tea with her and Jones
Hards in her Cast Side apartment (was
there some arcanc Shakespearean talk
over 1ea? I belicve so, but T can't be
sure), she came to Washington, where
I was then staying, and we went off
together on our rather hilarious (as it
now scems) trip to West Virginia in
fruiticss scarch of Keanedy's killers.
In rcirospect, its denoucment was
enlighicning. The background was
this: ‘

Jini Garrison was by this time
ectting hungry {or arrests, an appetite
which was then being encouraged by a
Philadeiphia lawyer named Vincent

Salandria. Shortly pefore the West:

Virginia trip Salandria camc to New
Orlcans and in frout of Garrison’s
entire asscmbled staff—and to their
dismay--urged the D.A. to go on
making more and more arresis before
“they” took over the country en-

tircly. _
Shortly thereafter Garrison  did
in fact arrest one Edgar Euvgene

Bradlcy on the West Coast, charging
pim  with the same crime as Clay
Shaw’s—conspiracy to assassinate the
President. 1t was uever entirely clear
to us in the D.A.s office whether this
was meant to be the same conspiracy
as Shaw’s or a scparaic onc. Had two
entirely scparatec gangs opcned fire
simultancously in Dealcy Plaza? That
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was unlikely, we decided, although it
remained difficult to disccin one scrap
of evidence on which Bradicy hLad
been charged with the crime o: the
century. (All’s well that ends well,
however. Later I heard that Garrison
and Bradlcy became good friends, and
the D.A. would visit him on his
frequent peregrinations to the West
Couast—a curious turnt of cvents, but
cest la vie.)

Garrison. I think, was annoyed by
how little notice fhe press took of the
Bradicy arrest, and so. like an addict
who finds his previous dosc insuf-
ficient, he demanded more. I was
dispatched to Woest Virginia to inter-
view—and above all to photograph—

one Jack Lawrcnce. who had been in -

Dallas on the day of the assassination.
He had also worked in the automobile
dealership where the wgecond Osivald™
put in onc of his ghostly appearanees.
Lawrence had feft work varly ‘on the
maorning -of the wisassination -ha told
the FBI he had gonc home 1o
rest--and  had even parked his car
somewhere in the arca of (e now-
infamous  ~grassy knoll”™ hordering
Dealey Plaza. Some of the salesmen at
{he automobile agency had told me
they thought Lawrence had men-
tioncd somcthing qabout having bcen
in New Orleans at some point. The
plan, therefore, was to get picturcs of
Jack Lawsrcuce tO show to our
witnesses in New Orleans (some of
whom  Wwerce remarkably adept  at
making identifications, especially  if
they had narcotics or other charges
hanging over their heads), and then--
who knows—a third conspiracy 10
assassinate the President might well be
in the works.

Before lecaving D.C. I rented a
camera. It was onc of those affairs
with a telescopic. lens about a foot
long. My knowledge of how 1o s it
was only approximate, and. as 1
fiddled about with ihe contraption
trving to make it work, [ remembet
thinking how sorcly | lacked the
cxpertise of the “Agency” boys over

at Langlcy whom Garrison wirs ahwys
expatiating on, and wire, no doubt,”

@d
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have been laboring for . months, .or .

years, in her Carme]) retreat, for she
arrived loaded with weighty parcels
and packages of documents precari-
ously knotted together with string,
and she procceded to unfold a chart
that more than covered my cntire
desktop. It delincated in copious
detail  the relationships among the
Whitc Russign community in Dallas.
{Oswaid had been befriended by onc
of Jits members. a geologist namcd
George de Mohrenschildt—suspicious!
And don’t forget Oswald's wifc was
Russian.)

Mrs. Brusscll  reminded  me of
Margaret Rutherford playing amatcur
detective in a British thriller; she was
obviously proud of her comprehensive
and multi-colored chart—which at first

. (and subsequent) glance seemed to

link everyone togethor like those {low
diagrams showing the hicrarchics of
power in a complex General Motors.

Directory Assistance

In assassination circles, onc of the
main Jinkage factors is what Garrison
loved to call “propinquity.” If two
pcople live ncar one another, say
within four or five blocks, it’s
suspicious. If they live closer, they are

~“linked.” If they live at opposite ends
- of the city, get a list of friends of

each. Two such friends are alinost
pound teo live in the same block, or
even know cach other. Presto! The
link.

City directories are indispensable
tools for conspiratorialists; Garrison
would spend hours poring over the
New Orlcans phonc book, totally
absorhed by it. Onc day he looked up

~at me from his city directory and said:

“Sooner or later, because people are
lazy, you catch thcm out on propin-
quity.” Il also wrote {wo mcnios
entitled  “Time and Propinquity,
Factors in Phase Two,” which arc, I
should think, classics of their kind.

1. knew all about propinquity

because 1 had done some so-called .

investigation in that ficld during an
carlicr irip to Dallas. There was

The Washington Monthly/March 1975

another fellow in the Dallas White
Russian community called George
Bouhc, who knew de Mohrenschildt.
who knew Oswald.... A little work
with the city directory. turncd up the
fact that Bouhe once lived oppo-

site . . . Jack Ruby. There you have an
Oswald-Ruby link based on propin-
quity.

Would T “check out™ this link? The
boss was interested. his chicf investi-
eator. Louis fvon. told me. Sure, T said.
So 1 went to the Bouhe address. and
there was the housc--opposite the
Ruby house. (Ruby was dcad by this
time. and Bouhe might have been too.
for all I knew.) T wasn't quite sure if I
should hide in the laurcd pbushes and
try to pcer into the Bouhc dining
room. or what. Eventually I gave up
on the whole thing and phoncd New
Orlcans collect.

“Sam Spade here,”, I said. In the
office 1 was known by the inappropri-
ate code name of Sam Spade--one of
Garrison’s jokes. 1 think. Ivon, one of
the .most laconic and nou-committal
men I have cver met, answered.
“Uh-huh,” he said. “Tell the boss |
checked out that lcad—nothing t0 it.”
“Uh-huh.” Almost invariably in these
cases Garrison would have forgotten
all aboul it anyway and moved on to
some other “arca’, such as the
“nvolvement” of H.L. Hunt (whose
code name Wwas “Harry. Blue”—{or
“true biue™) in the assassination.

After calling in, my day’s work
done, 1 would usually visit my
ultra-conscrvative fricnds in Dallas--in
their case so ultra that they had at one
timc been members of the Minute-
men. Usually they would be in the
back room-—studying city dircctorics.

This is worth mcntioning because
it brings out another aspect  of
conspiratorialism:‘ normal idcological
labels do not apply to truc conspiracy
belicvers. I know T have spoken here
of “left-wing” conspiracics and “right-
wing”’ conspiracics, but this is mislead-
ing.  Truc conspiratorialists arc on
neither the left nor the right, but are
united on some other dimeunsion
entircly. Garrison was in some waysa

37
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left-wing idcologist (he used to pride
himself, for exanmple, on his refusal to
discetn 2 Communist conspiracy in
the Kennedy assassination. and he
mocked 1. Edgar Iloover's obscssion
with Communisin, saying that Comm-
munists were like unicors, everyone
had heard of thcm but nobody had
ever scen one). Nonctheless he was
always on good terms with con-
spiracy-mindcd right-wingers. dn

they with him. When conspiracy
gliscussions really  got going, the
ideological bent of the participants

was  cheerfully overlooked; 1t Wwas
ummportant, after all. comparcd 10
the joy of discovering linkages. con-
nections, and overlaps. Morcover. in
the end all were prepared to agrsc that
the spectrai “ihey” who controtled
{he nation werc inimicat to left and
right alike.

i think 1 can hear someone saying
.t this point. “«But somic Hmes there
really arc conspiracics.“ True cnough.
In fact, a famous conspiracy trial has
just been successfully prosccutcd in
Washington, D.C. The Watergate cover
up wasa conspiracy, and has probably
occasioned the revived intcrest in
conspiracics, just as the “eredibility
gap’of scven ycars ago played a part
in arousing intcrest in conspiracics
then. But the point sbout Watcrgate 1S
that there was plenty of vvidence ©
conspiracy almost from the word
“go.” The couspiratoriulist, on the
other hand, can perceive a conspiracy
on no evidence at all. In the most
extreme case—ihe Flat-Earther--the
conspiracy 1is trumped up as @ means
of cnabling him 1o believe what e

wants to believe, namely, the existence

of a flat carth.

———

Putting Together 2 New Puzzle

In the casc of the assassination of
President Kenneay' there is practically
no cvidence whatsoever of a con-
spiracy, and by far the most plausible
(and simplest) hypothesis is that a

single, unaided assassin—Lcee Harvey
Oswald—shot the President. Yet ihe

conspiratorialists will believe anything

38
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rather than believe this.

After studying this assassination
for a long timc an analogy fimally
occurred to me, put 1 soon found thot
it did not appeal to conspiracy
theorists. The anatogy is that of the
jigsaw puzzie.

Reconstructing the assassimation,
as the FBI did. by interviewing a fargs
aumber of people, i like reconstruet
ing a picture by putting together 2
large number of jigsaw puzzle picees.
If onc puts these “picces” togather on
the hypothcsis of alonc assassin. ong
finds that most of the picees fit quite
well, and only a fow picces have to be
discarded  (c.& “gecond Oswald™
picces.) But, unfortunatcly. the picees
don't quite fit exactly. There wie bad
joints liere and there Loccnsiunud by
faulty memoty as much as anything

1 that  the

else), and it is these

conspitatorialist soizes on. He pros
ceeds to discord the entire Clone
assassin’ puzzle as @ resutt, and
proposes 2. new  one involving o
conspiracy. His puzzie has. perhups.

the advantagt of uot having bt
joints, but at the expense of the viecs
themselves: his puzzle is. in reality. a
blank. to be filled in larecly by his
own imagination.

That is what is wrong with the
Langman-Cockburn critique of  the
Robert Kennedy assassination as pub-
lished in Harper's. ‘They expect all the
picces  to fit pcrfccﬂy«cvcryunc's
recollections to be completély consist-
cni-hardly realistic  wheno ouv i
dealing with humans. The suggestion
that the jmperfed interlocks Cwheth
of ballistics evidenee OF cycwitines
recollection—in  any way imply
assassin other than Sirhan Sithan is
feel, remarkably foolish.

pe that as it may. my igsaw, P
anatogy made tittle headway with Lo
Garrison and the conspir;nmi:ilisu :
his cuntourage. For them it ¥
precisely the blank puzzle the fai b
rasa—-that was s0 wuch fun to Phe
around witl How well Tdo Feny
the interminable conversiions: abyd
whether this of that person W
“jnvolved.”
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. “Hey, what * if* so-and-so ‘was
involved?”” one mightsay. e
“QOh, he was ‘involved all right,”
another would answer with the: same
confiderice with which one “might
assert that hé had brown hair.
“Had- to. be,” a third would "add
knowingly: T

( e

What If Nixon Were “Involved”?
" Garrison had such a vivid imagina-
tion -that he was the acknowledged
~master of this type of colloquy. He
couild all but hypnotizc his audicnce.
Once,’, for instance, he ot only
cntertained. the dubious proposition
that- all the residents of . the 4900
‘block of Magazine Street in New
Orleans {(where Oswald had ®bricfly
rented -an  apartment) were - CIA
agents, living in “‘safe houses> owned
by the CIA, but even .segmed  to
convitice: some’ of his followers for a
while that it was true. ' . .

1 remember. having dinrier once
with Garrison and a few others at a
French Quarter restaurant in late
1967. Surprisingly,
with us at the ‘table.: A large and
imposing = woman, ishe - 'sat  at” the
opposite end.of the table ~ from
Garrison; . Mark lane, the
Rugh to Judginent, was also present.-

‘“What .if Walter Jenking were
involved,” Garrison said at-onc point
and then proceeded to elaborate on
this scenario. “Perhaps I should afrest
him.  Can "you: imaging' the: head-
lines... " (holding up his hands to
jndicatc the space they wotld fill}.

., “Oh, Jim, T think that)s a wonder-
ful idea,” his mother said; '

" By the end of the evening I think
Garrison 'had more or less convinced
everyone that Jenkins was mwolved.

- But typically, the next day Garri-
son had forgotten all about it. By then
‘he was playing’ around with another
scénario, this ~one. involving. Allen
Diillés, 'who was

The Washington Monthly/March 1975 .

L

his mother was .

‘author of

thoughtcertainly to -

be “fnvolved.” Garrison’s plan was to b
“hidve . Dulles  arrested “along  with
~ Gordon Novel, a former employce of
“Garrison’s - who had absconded - with -

eyebrows even in New

some potentially damaging evidcnce
against his former boss. Roth Novel
and - Dulles  smoked pipes, and for
some reason, Garrison was amusing
himself that day by imagining their
photos side by side in the papers—
both of them solemnly smoking pipes.

After a day or two of this,

- Garrison would usually retire into the

qauna baths of . the New Orleans
Athletic Club for several days at a
streteh. Affer one such recuperation
he returncd to my office with a ‘brief
onc-act play he had written about a
zany king who held courst wearing
roller skates. 1 was quite touched that
he brought it over for my perusal. For
4 while [ kept it in my big filing
cabinet along with the files on Lee
Harvey Oswald, Clay Shaw, Robert
Kennedy (a suspect until his death),
the CIA (always known as “the
company”), H.L. Huni, Paramilitary
Organizations, Edgar Fugene Bradley.
Jack Lawrcnce, the Minutemen, 1.RJ,
and many, many others. fn the end, 1
believe, the play was lost; of perhaps
Garrison retricved it. . .

A tot of people have asked me if i
think Garrison was crazy: My answer

Jis:that he was no crazier than a lot of

‘other people Tve known. He wids
certajnly sane enough .at the time
when, shoitly after losing interest in
the Kennedy affair, he was twice
charged with federal crimes. He
displayed great acumen in wriggling
free of both indictments. His. pre-trial
mancuvering was particularty innova-
tive. At one point he had himscif
indicted by the Orleans Parish Grand

Jury and charged with ‘the state
veision of the federal crime. His plan

was. to win a speedy acquitlal for
himself in 4 compliant state court and

. then claim: “double jeopardy’™ when

the federal trial -began: 1t saised
1973 he ran:again for.yeclection ag

D.A.;: but mnarrowly lost, mainly,

becatse he didn’t bother to campais. S

Today he is doing well as i defonse ’
attorney: and I'm
subject ~of assassinations has  come
pletely faded from hisinind. . 2

I
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sure thit the whole ‘




