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than anyone else to the Ken-
nedy family. In retrospect, it
was pure Idiocy,” Salinger
said.

Salinger now has more rea-
son than his loyalty to the
Kennedy family for being
vociferously angry about
Mamnchester’s part in “the
battle of the book.” He is "in
London to promote his own
chatty book “With Kennedy.”

HURT HIS REPUTATION

The former White House
spokesman insists that Man-
chester has done “irreparable
damage” to Salinger’s repu-
tation as a writer. Any sug-

| gestion that “With Kennedy”

was censored by the Kennedy
family or their representa-
tives is, he says, “wholly and
categorically untrue.”

There has, he says, been
only one deletion from his
book: Three words removed
at the suggestion both of
Prof. J. Kenneth Galbraith
and Salinger’s publishers.
They were a more or less un-
printable expletive uttered
to Salinger by the late presi-
dent.

The manuscript had been
forwarded to Prof. Galbraith
by Sen. Robert Kennedy, to
whom Salinger had sent a
copy “as a courtesy.” Sal-

Cinger insists he never dis~

cussed the book witk” Sen.
Kennedy before its publica-
tion.
THREE CHOICES

In the months after the as-
sassination, Salinger said, he
considered, with Robert and
Jacgueline Kenmedy, at least
three leading candidates for
the post of “official chron-
icler” of John Xennedy's
death. First choice was Theo-
dore H. White, author of the
two election books on ““The
Making of the President.”

Whitz said he could mot
bring himself to do it.

Then Salinger, after con-
sidering Walter Lord (“A
Night to Remember” on the
Titanic disaster, and “Day of
Infamy”) finally sclected
Mamnchester, with whom he
had collaborated on-an ear-
lier adulatory book on JFK,
“Portrait of a President.”

The reason _fo=r‘ Salinger’s

fury against his tormer coi-
laborator is not, he stressed,
the book itself. This he con-
siders “a great book, and as
far 25 I know, a fair histor-
icgl picture.” But he alleges
that Manchestsr broke g con-
tract because he was given
privilezed information on the
unzZerstanding if would be
chzck=d with its source.

. Washington Post-L. A. Times Service

Manchester’s
Wife ‘Sorry’
For Jackie

Continued from Page One

shrugged her trim shoulders.
She pushed her avburn page
boy hair out of her eyes.

“I feel sorny for Mrs. Ken-
nedy,” she said.

“I think she lives in a dif-
ferent world. She doesn’t un-
derstand writers. And she
spoke of hiring my husband!”
Her low voice rocketed up-

ward, partly to drown out |

the noise of children playing
in the next room.

The youngest of the Man-
chesters’ three children, 4-
year-old Laurie, and a boy
from next door were building
a castle of wooden blocks

which had just collapsed. !

Julie, 9, came home from °
' school. She and her mother

discussed the time of a music
lesson.-John, 16, had returned
to boarding school after the
Easter recess.

The author was not at
home. He spends his days in
a hideaway office in the li-
brary of Wesleyan University.
He has been associated with

Wesleyan since the Manches- |
ters moved to Middietown 12

years ago and bought a 100-
year-old house on the edge
of the eampus.

The Manchesters are sell- |

ing the house to the univer-
sity and are building a mod-
ern home on the crest of 4
hill a short walk down the
street.

PLANS NEW HOME

Plans for the new house

lay on the coffee table.
“This is 4o be our lifetime
home,” Mrs. Manchester said
She brought in mugs of
coffee as she showed the
plans. She had made the

| mugs and also the pobts con-

taining flowers in the kitch-
en. She has a potter’s wheel
which will have its own room
in the new house.

“Actually, we don’t expect
all of this to change our way
of living very much,” she

said. “Our plans for the new |

house were under way before
the book.

“This business of being a
celebrity is not much fun,”
she said.

Their normal routine has
been disrupted lately, what
with the confroversy over the
hook.

“Oh, T am so0 bored with all
that,” she said, and didn’t
bother to stifle her yawn.
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