Lovenstcin RBook

A unique and excentional fifure in American life, Allard K. Lowenstiein
both author and subject of substantial material of high quality and inter-
The beok envisaged here would collect the best items by and about Lowen-
', including retrosmective nieces from the neriod following his murder in
ch, 1980. The items would be selected for their interest, range, and nerit,
arranged for oxder and simnlicity.
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Lowenstein is known primarily as a central mover in most of the major
reform movements of our time. He was ithe founder of the "Dumn Johnson" noves
nent, number seven on Nixon's "Ehemies List," a leader of the U,S. civil righis
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activisi in public and nrivate canacities. One of the finest extem-oranzous
speakers and debators in the country, he was a2lso a ~enetrating enzlyst of the

(&)
deeper Issues in modern vublic life, His nersonal following was enormous and

his rersonality is reflected both in his own writings and remarks and in wieces
written about him,

In essence, this bock is by Lowenstein himself. His articles, inferviews,
speeches andtestimony would comprise most of its contents, and the best of the
material aboul him often draws heavily on his commentary or quotes. The value
of the book is both its focus on a major and seminal nublic figure and its opres~
entation of a public style and philosomhy which set a standard for ANYVONE Cori~
cerned about contemrvorary political involvement. The nrovisional title, from
the classic David Halverstam article, is "The Man %Who Ran Against Lyndon Johnson.™

Contents

The contents of the volume would both reflect Lowenstein's nersonal ac-—
tivities and perce-tions and touch unon the leading issues of recent times.
Vhile several of these items received significant attention when they first
ap~eared. no such collection of them has ever been ~ubliched, ts interest is
not only in the individual vieces themszelves but in the commosite rortrait
they nresent of a man and of an era. '

Because Lowenstein generally omeraied at the cutting edge of change, the
controversies in which he was involved were often the critical ones of their
period. They are seen here through the »rism, however, of an unusual -erson-
ality, a nrobing and incisive mind, and a galvanizing nractical foeus, From
the relations of the varied items to one another, some sense of a distinctive
nolitical nrofile should emerge.

Among the areas touched on are the civil rights movement, the "Dumw Johnson!
movement, political aszassinatisns, congressional reform, the Vietnam Tar, the
campaign process, Nixon and Watergate, youth molitics, human rights and govern-

mental oprression, mclitical tactics and r eform, domestic abuse of nower, major
political nersonalities, dinlomatic and foreign ~olicy innovation, envirconmental
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ouviic alfaire and American 1ife. matched Uy ihe di-
versity in the nanner in which they
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Material written about Lowenstein would take the form of Journalistic
articles mubliched during his life and »f commentaries or apnraisals aiter his

-death, The naterial by him would be of several different kinds,

Articles would consist mostly of rublished items appearing from the early
cixtiea to the last few yezrs. Lowenstein was a —ainstakinsg writer, and his
work includes magazine and newsnaner articles, two cover stories for the Sgatur-
day Review, and a niece which won an Overseas Press Club award for "foreign
rerorting.” Sneeches would include sowe cam»us or other adiresses and remarks
delivered on the floor of Congress. Testimony would include formal opsning
statements, but would consist »rimarily of onen exchanges before consressional
corizittees. Interviews would include sn-earances on programs such aszs 'Mfeel the
‘Fress” or "Miring Line." Suae miscellancous statements or cammaisn exchanzes
might alep armear, -

While the articles and sneeches are focused and carefully sculwted, the
interviews and testimony may »rovide the shar~est and most evecative s-ecimens
of Lowenstein's versonzality and thinking., The 1967 "leet the Prens” interview,

£

for examnle, is & detailed dissection of the basic molitical rezlities of the
war, develoved 2zainst the questioning of skentical newsmen. The 1978 testimony
on the U,M. Human Rightg Commission is a vrescient early overview of the nossi-

bilities of U.8, human rights yolicy, —ossibilities Lowenstein later cazme to con-
clude wexe not being eflectively vursued by the Carter Zdministration. The 1979
testimony on Zimbabwe, by contrast, is a subile snecific case study of nractical
implementation in an area in which Lowengtein had been deenly involved. While
the administration largely ignored Lowenstein®s nrescrirtions, they defined the
basic strategy used by the British In their successful indenendence nesotiations.

The interview on the stolen Brooklyn congressional election in 1972 and the
court~ordered rervn wrovide an intimate deniction of the underside of ew York
urban machine politics. The Buckley interview on the Robert Kennedy assassination
gives a measurad and unblinking account of falsehood and coverun in Los fngeles
and of continuing fundamental problems in the official version of that case.

- Jn these examples, as in others, a snecific iszue sheds light on basic asrects
of Lowenstein's attitude and a»»roach, Thev also show him outlining lucidly or
presciently the underlying realities of lmrortant situations,

One common denominator of all the material is nersonal conviction and vir-
tuosity of thoughi and exmression. Bul while Lowenstein's thinking cannot ba
reduced to cansule formulations, some recurrent themes can al least be suzgested.
One is the immoriance of motivation, commitment and nsychology in molitics, the
fact that individuals can make a difference. Another is an anchoring in bedrock
values and the determination that molitical action and advocacy comsistiently re-
flect them. A third is a commitment to fundamental social change, counled with
a close sensitivity to both the failures and the rossibilities of existing insti-
tutions and to the nractical means of transforming them. There is also a izsic
resvect for inderendent thinking and debate, for original viewroints, and for
the Jogic, vhen attempted, of democcratic nrocess,



Lowenstein had limited regard for many pat slogans and conventional ortho-
doxies, whether of the status guo or "revolutionary" variety, and his appraisals
tended to go beyond them. His statements combine both a concern for the control-
ling context of issues and an acule nractical attention to detail and nuance in
strategies for pursuing concrete goals.

Beginning with the fundamental touchstone of basic social concerns, Low-
enstein varied not only in the angles and levels at which he addressed issues
tut also in the canacities in which he did so. He an-ears in the disnarzte
roles of netitioner, congressman, essayist, orgenizer, investigator, candidate,
diplomat; debator, and organizational leader. The lanpguage of ~ublic formulations
is somelimes more tem~ered than in some of the ~oint-blank assesmments of pri-
vate digcussion., An unblinking fixation on hard realities is combined with adan-
tiveness in the language with vhich they are addressed,

Organization

The book will be divided into three sermarate sections. The first section,
“About," would be comnrised of material written about Lowenstein during his life,
including the Halberstam clessic and some major nieces from the Hew Yorker and
elsewhere. The second section, "2y," would contain the articles, interviews,
speeches and testimony referred to above. ITiems in both these sections would
be nresented caronologicelly, giving some continuity and biograrhical order to
the materinl, Secltion ithree, "Retrosmective," would include the hest of the
articles and statements which appeared following Lowenstein's death.

Some of these eniries would need a brief introduction or ex~lanation, mos-
sibly footnoted to the title at the beginning of each. A genersl ~reface and /o
irtreduction by a well-known figure would also »rovide some general -era-ective
to the selections which would follow. In addition to thess asvects, the book
would also contain an index, ~hotogra-hs, and some listing of ILowenstein items
not included. A brief chronology of his 1ife might also be anrended.
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riting of Lowenstein, David Broder referred to "the uncounted thousands

he enticed, cajoled, badgered and bulldozed into the =olitical 1life of America,”
that he brought more young neorle into

and stated that "it is beyond disnute
American nolitics thaen any other individual of our times." ZIowenstein's nersonal
would be nlaugible to anyone without exten-
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following was deener and wider than
sive knowledge of his 1ife and virtually 211 these neonle would want this book
The book would 2lso be irmortant to library collections and to n )
recent American history. It would have
readers with an interest in nolitics or
biograprhies and film and other nrojects

aterial on
strong om-eal, as well, to general
social change and would commlement the
on Lowenstein currently wnderway,



(Lowenctein Book ~ Outline and Tossible Ttems)

"The Man Vho Ren Against Lyndon Johnson®

Allard K. Lowenstein and His Times
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1. About

"Candidate," Mew Yorker, 1966.

"The Lion Who Ran Against Lyndon Jokmaon." David Halberstam, Harners,
1968,

"Nassau County, The Kids Against the Grownuns,” Calvin Trillin,

"Con”reqqman on the Run." Erwin Knoll, Prosressive, 1969,

"Wew lember." Flora Lewis, MNew Yorker, 1970.
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“L@me Duck.," Hew Yorker, 1970.
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“Enery Number Seven." Judith Coburn, 1973.
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II. By

Bxcernt from Brutal Mandate. 1962,

"Deatn in Mississinni: James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and ¥ichaesl Schwerner.®
Sreecn, Queens College, 1964. _

"Conference of Concerned Democrats." Interview, Meet the FPress, 1967.
"Vietnam and the Presidential Election."” Interview, Face the Nation, 1968.
"Time-Life Statement.™ 1969
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"Letter to the American Right," 1971.

"For As Long As it Takes." Toothing Stnrnq, 1972.

"Running Apainst the Brooklyn Machine." Interview, 1973,

"Congressional Reform end Acadenic Scholarshin,” Party and Onwosition,

1973.

"atergate." ADA Viorxld, 1973.

"Reflections on a Third Force." ADA ¥orld, 1973.
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"A Cynic's County Legislature." Hewsday, 1975.

"o Voted for the Concorde?" Hewsdasy, 1975.

"Spain Without Franco." Saturday R Rov19v 1976,
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BFifth Congressional District Campaign." Interview, Hofstra Law Journa
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1978.

"Inniversary of An Assa ination.” dashinzton Stzr, 1978.

"Why I Quit.” MNew York Pogt, 1978.
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Environmental Fortection Hearings, 1978.

"Congressional Anti-Gerrymande:ring Legislation.” Testimony, Senate Gov-
ermmental Affairs Committee, 1979.

"Transition to Majority Rule in simbabwe." Testimony, House International
Affeirs Committee, 1979.

"Carter and Kennedy in 1980." Interview, David Susskind Show, 1979.
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"Another Hight, Another Room... and Death,” Jim~y Ereslin, MNew York
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“fn 012 Friend lourns a Sneciel Loss," James Weschler, New York Post,
1280,
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1. "Cendidate” (Hew Yorker, 1966)

2., "The Han Ef‘zzc; Ran Againgt Lyndon Johneon®” (Halberstam, Harmers, 1968)
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3. "The Confexenc:a of Concerned Damocrats® (Meet the P.:s.‘ess Taterview, 1967)
4.  “In American Flag on the Moemn?® (Congrsssional Sneech, 1969)

“Por As Long iz it Takes”™ (Toothing Stones, 1972)

¥y Monoroly on Jewigh Defense” (Hewsdav, 1975)

fore Thon One Asssssin?®  {Saturday Review, 1977)

‘Heview of U.H, Commission on Human Rights® (Hou_se Testimony, 1977)
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Another Night, Another Boom... znd Death” (Brestin, B,Y, Daily News, 1980)

“FHotes ond Comment® (Hew Yorkers, 1980)
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