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Ohio Guard Was Authorized to Load
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Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, May 7 — In
his first public statement since

the Kent State University inci-{

‘pon  at
turned away.”

“They turned back and re-
turned the fire,” he said.

His testimony was greeted by!j, o instruction:
dent, the commander of the Na-!skeptical =

the Guard as the

questioning

from

[
yimen are used as a state militia,{
as they were at Kent State.

General Wilson said that the]
Ohio rules contained the foIlow-[

“At riot scene and just before!

tional Guard said today that:some members of the commit-the js committed to the street,
Ohio guardsmen were author- 68, Who asked whether guards-individual guardsmen will load

i

ized to “load and lock” their‘men received aquuate tramlng:ancl lock weapon upon authori-

weapons when committed 10!y disorders.

action.
Maj. Gen, Winston P. Wil-
son, in testimony before the

lawful order to disperse.”

tify o

Rules Are Clarified

At one point, Senator Peter

- H. Dominick, Republican of Col- »
Senate Armed Serviceg Com-! 5rado, asked, BAre vou also endangered.

mittee, also said that the stu-going to do something in the guidelines, which state militias
dents whoe were fired uponiP.R. [public relations] field to

“were lawbreakers in violation|Persuade

your

sity on|Monday by units of the[that something should probabl

Ohio National Guard. He stepped
short of defending the shoot-

siderations, inciuding the fol-
lowing:

a nonmilitary spent shell cas-
ing in the vicinity.”

§“The unconfirmed re-
porls of four shots fired by a
person in the dissident group.”

QReports that snipers werej
shooting at the guardsmen.

When asked why the guards-
men had fired into a crowd of
students, he said the answer
“must await the results of the
investigation by the Depart-
ment of Justice.”

However, he said it had been
reported to the Federal Bureau;
of Investigation that a witness;
had seen a girl, dashing out of,
a dormitory, who “fired a wea-/,

be done.
The general’s testimony onjmen a5 watchmen over the
ings, but he told the Senatorsjthe use of Joaded weapons byiforthcoming weekend of dem-
to “keep in mind” several -con-|the Ohio Guard provided an onstrations. The men wilt serve,
important clarification on thewithout
guardsmen’s rules of engage-|Guard
Pt . ment. Such rules differ from country to protect against arson
9"The unconfirmed report of state to state when the guards-land other possible violence,

: ¢ people  that|adyance loading of weapons
of the |Governor’s ban, in vio-|they’re not just there to MOWinnly under specific conditions.
lation of the Riot Act and the|Young people down like sheep?”|Some state militias, such as the
The Senator said that thejone in the District of Columbia,
Although summoned to tes-[question was meant to convey|say that their troops have never

military Reserve mat-{t0 General Wilson the impres-|carried
ters, General Wilson was asked!|sion that some students havelcivil disorders.
to explain the shooting of four|0f the National Guard as a hos- !
students at Kent State Univer-|tile force. The general replied:was disclosed today that Gen-

and were prepared 1o copelyation of a responsible officer.

Weapon is fired when autho-
rized by a responsible officer!
unless individual is fired upon;
or when his iife is otherwise|

Department of the Army

do not have to follow, permit

loaded rifles during

In a related development, it

yieral Wilson had authorized all
states to use National Guards-

loaded weapons, at
armories around the




