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Put all the /(’etm@:[g assassination theories iog,eﬂte.n and whai have you
90117 Executive Action,

A movie that pretends to pontray in fiction the facts behind the
death of President Kennedy, The nesult is the Zype of antistic emdeavor
you aluays find when you involve a comitiee in anything creative —

a hodge pudge.
Here, we have a murky plot involving private citizens (industrialists
and oilmen) and netined goveanment officials, that, thuough thein past
associations and contacts, can somehow accomplish the follcuing:
l. Successfully forge Secnet Seavice credientials and wse them #o
tood docal police, T

2. (ontaol ihe noute of a presidentind motoncade.

3 (ause the (hesapeake and Potomac Telephone (ompany circuits
1o go dead. |

4 ¢ /z,ea,fe% plot hat involves not one but three riflemen - #uwo
fining from buildings and. one firing from behind o fence,
Matunally, they all escape unnoticed aften hilling the President.

I'm not saying these things cannoi be done, [ am saying 2hat his
free lonce group, as outlined in this film could not possibly do
these things. They haven't the powen.
lhe stony includes some momential political naivete when it assumes
JFK was a threat becanse he could, on would, change the 27 /2% oil deplea-
tion allovance - apparently by fiat, without involving (ongress,



\\

At anothen point, the plottens fear that JFK would Lead a
revolution o gain rights for blacks and cite this as a neason for his
nemoval, One was defid Zo wonden how these same plottens viewed Johnson's
subsequent assistance Zo the cause of civil rights. Would they now start
plotting to kill Johnson?

The chronology of events presented in the movie has a Dallas rews-
papen printing a map of #he November 22nd motorcale aoute prion 2o Adlal
Stevenson's Octoben 2uth visid 4o Dallas — when, in poin of fact, the
route was printed on November |9h — three days before the assassinaiion.
One wonders who was responsible for neseanching this scnipt and if they
ever had a grasp of ihe eventa.

In anothen acene we see a Dallas

newaboy delivering the monning papen

on November 22nd.  The papen is wnapped with Fhat notonious "Kennedy tanted
forn Treason” hardbill, A few of b’z&e} hand bills wene indeed passed out
in Dallos that day, howeven, they were not done so with the co~-operation
of the lallas forning Newa.

How is it that Oauodd got a job in the Texas School Book Depositony
on the motoncade avute on (ctoben ! 5th - three weeks 6&,&)/15 the route was
planned.  fxecutive Action does not c?n,f/wni this problem, 1t appeanrs

that this was just a happy coincidence that assisted the success of this
weind plot. |
When the Pictional assassin in the TSE) Finially shoots the President
he o shoun duopping hio witle benoath the windos, for realy discovers
In fact, #he nifle was discovered nowhene nean the assassination window.
Any plot that hinges, as this one did, on two aiflemer. gaining access
#o dww buildings, minutes before the motorcade arnives, is a plot that
deperds fon its success upon blind luch Uhat thia plot lacks in sophistin -
cation il makes up for in cheap spy dlen dialogue.
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This stony implies that (owald was set-up as a scapegoat Zo take the
blane for an assassin firing from his place of emplogyment. Tolice, appanently,
would nush into the buidding after the shooting and arnrest Oauwald, while
the real assassin slipped avay. So far a0 good. Howeven, in this film
thene we see a secord rifleman (the Records Building) across the way, firing
Lrom a builling thot apparenily contained no scapegoat. What if Dallas
police had surrounded the second éui,ﬂ&a}7 Has thene a second scapegoat?
Waa there a third scapegoat on the grassy knoll? The script compounds
these p/wc’llem é{z; migding the pond, Onr did zf/v_eg concaive a Ialvi i;zva(vj_ng
three Lee Hanvey Uswalds hanging anound Dealy Plaza that day?

One scene shows an assassination tean training on ihe desent for
houns, fining at a target con confaining dummies, AUl this in broal day-
Lipht, subject Zo discoveny by passens by who would centainly rememben such
a bizaane evenit aften an assassination. Plots do not work this way if
they hope to escape detection.

lhis fictional assassination fean, lfwz s0me. mexp[ained neason, was

seconds? s dnis because an amateun filn of the actual assassinalion taken

by Abraham Zapriden showed a six second assassination? Had the J:z',_i.cti_omé
adsassing a,(/Leafl"g seen the Zapuiden film?

Another curiows episode involves a scene in uhich the conspiratons
nevien the backomound of a possible scapezoat for wse in Dallas, Cne monben,
obviowsly a (IA type, put on a slide show fon the others, He scrsencd slides
of docunents, #hat the filn's nesearchers hal obtained from the recorls of
the lanren (ommiasion, suggesting as with the Zapruden film, that this plot
hael neviewed the Lirdings of #he Yarnen (ommission bofone hey Ailled the
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At beot this sugpests that the conspleatons were ad influential
as the Warren (ommission, in thais they were able 2o obtain various reconds
Lrom the State Depantment, (IA and Jefense Deparntment (n onden to select
thein scapegoat.  Just how a high Llevel ploZ would go about doing hia,
without exciting the curilosily of the lhite House escapes me. This plot
is not only absund, i featiunes Zime jumps common to acience fiction

This scrint seems Lo depend fon its success on the following:

. That Cawaldd would somehow order a mail onden rifle and pistol.

In the story the plotlens happily report that, without prompiling,
Osuwald had just ordened a nifle. How Lontunate!

2, That the Secnet Seavice would, on #his occassion, drive the
presidentiol Limousine at no moze than 15 mph, s enabling he
assassing to hit thein target. Suppose ine driver had hit the
gas al the {inst aign of dangen? hat then?

4, That RFK would be so pnewoccupiéi with grief that he would not
wand o tnow who killed his brothen, (an anyone believe #his?

4, That a later antopsy and bullistics examination wouldn'# discover
a conspiaacy involving thace wifles fining three differeni
identifiable missiles, Incaedibley, the movie ignores the autopsy.

5. That the govewment would back away from exposing a plot of this
natwre, My would exposure of his flickey Mouse plot hunt he
govejzmzavi?

The single most important flaw in his filn Lo the attempt to explain
motive, hat did #hese fictional plottens hope to gain by killing JFK?
Did they realize who they wene putting in the Hhite flouse? (ould they
trust Johnaon fo assisad in thein cover—up? Jay?  And if s0, why was there

no mention of the Vice-President Mugﬁout this assassination poi foowu'_?
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Natunally, #his plot, in view of the authons Freed and Lane, would
involve the ultna-night. Who else? Thus having established the "right”
as the villains, it came as no sunprise that at the end the three assassins
canefully packed up thein weapons, walked out of theln anipen’s nests, un-
noticed, motored out to Dallas’s Love Field and boarded a Lufthansa Genman
Airline flight to funope.  Germans, Nagie's...gel &7
Alas, the movie ended in a pyroxism of paranoia in attempling %o show
that witnesses 4o the event have been systematically elininated (further
assassinations) by this same plot. The nunber of people who were witnesses
1o the deaths of TFK, Oauld and Officen Tippit, on uho wene associated
with the investigation of these deaths, numbered in the thousards. lihy L4
it atrange that I8 have died "aix by gqunfire, thrce in motor accidents,
o by suicide, one from a cut #hnoat; one [rom a karate chop to the neck
thuee from hearnt attacks and 4w from natural cairses?® Three from heart
attacks and two from natural cauwses?| Since uhen are heant attacks classified
as unnatunal deaths? Why not List Lyndon Johnaon, Robeat Ryan and sevenal
hundned others uho have passed awy in the last fen yeans as long as gou
are mentioning natural cases?
The recipe fon Frced and Lanes' (xecutive Action, blended fon film
by acreenwniter Dalton Tranbo, consists of the folloving ingredients:
[ Zablespoon of imagination of Fark Lane
I teaspoon of Professon Josiah Thompaon's neseanch
a dash of lefi-uing catachioms from Donald Faced
2 pounds of dressed up theories by District Attorney Jim Garaison
| cup of strange deaths by Penn Tofines

a double pinc]z of Professon ?)opﬁzi.n'a theonies
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shaker of seasonings by neseanchen David Lifton

sueedening of TR by Steven S. Jaffee

Mix Zogether and bake until crust ia broun.  Sewe to the gullible
and naive on the 10#h Annivensary of John Kennedy's death for bod taste.

One finad note. In a radio interview producer fdwand Lewis commented
on his fidm — a film he bills as "fiction - based on fact.” lfhen asked
who he thought was involved in #he actual assassination, Lewis said,
"We don'# know who did what tf} whom, " So be it
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