~Anarsenal of myths
fired by a nonentity

DOURBTS and  rumours persist
ahout the iddentiy of the killer —
ar killers — ot President John F.
l\'\‘nlh'(l,\.

Books un the subject have multipticd
and a rash of documentares and discus-
Mun o provrammes  has broken out on
1elhevision

Thar thi~ should happen atmost 15
vears afler the assassination in Dealey
Plaza. Dallas. Texas. on November 22,
1963, needs some explanation. -

A new lease of life was given 1o this
Rennedy indusiry by 1he Freedom of
Information Act ‘in the United States.
whereby any cilizen can require agencies
ol the federal zovernment 1o supply
mformation  «— including documents —
provided these are not on classified lints
affecting national SeCurly

Sinee 1t is difficult 1o arpue that events
surroundine the assassination of a Pres).
dent more than a decade apo consutute
"natonal securinn T, writers and Journal-
S an the United Siates have had a rich
harvest of documents from all sorts of
archives in Washington B.C., and bevond.
The results are now apptanng in full
spate.

The central question continues to bhe
whether the  Commission  of Inguiry
apponted by Kennedy's successor. Lvn-
don B. Johnson, arrived at the truth when
1 oconcluded that Kennedy was assasn-
natedl by Lee Harvey Oswald, alope,
unanded. and  with no other persons
Molved. at home or overseas. An
assassination — especially of a head of
state and even more espeaially, of so
wluring and youthful a President as John
I Kennedy — always altracts CONsSpiracy
theories.

Such theories can go all the way from
the notion of a Jocal political conspiracy.
o one aovolving collusion by local. or
State pohice. to grander theories involv-
g the CLAL the FBL and bevond that 17
the KGB in Maoscow. or Castro's agents
operating in the United Siates.

Untidy report

One book which appeared in 1976. by a
formier London solicitor. Michael
FEddowes. arpued that when Lee Harvey
Oxwald defected to Russia in 1959, he was
Killed by the KGB. then a substitute
rescibling Oswald  was  trained. and
returned to the United Staies (complete
with Russian bride. Marina “Oswald””
for vounter-intelligence activities.

The author did not explain the
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astounding  ability of the Russians to
manufacture a twin for Oswald. complete
with Texas drawl. who could fool even
Oswabld’s mother. his elder brother, and’
other  relatives who had known Lee
sawabd  since birth. But  at least it
illustrated the atiraction of conspiracy

~ thearies for those looking for them.

untidy features of the official Report 0
tHie Warren Commission into the assassi
nation of President Kennedy. despite the
nnpressive array of Senators. Congress-
men. andd legal counsel assembled to sift
the evidence presented to it under its
chairman. Earl Warren. Chief Justice of
the United States Supreme Court. As it
~tands, the Report — Ffirst pubhished in
1964 — reads like a brief for the
progecution against the dead Lee Harvey
trnwald. rather than a pursuit of the-
tritth. No alternative explanation other
lhu? the “lone assassin” theory was
considered with any seriousness.
Throuzhout the Warren Heport there
>4 einscous attempt not 0 inguire into
anv eads that could compromise that
single  explanation. Yet experienced
faw yers with no particular axes to grind.
and very distinguished scholars on both
~uley of the Atlantic., have been very
tritigal of the handling of the evidence

That said. there are certainly some;‘{



presgoted 1o the Warren Commission.
even the handling of wilnesses who came
before i,

The main conclusion of these critics
hias been that the Warren Commission
found it expedient, for etiher reasons of
~tate or more simply, to close a case which
stretched 1n a hundred different direc-
Hons, o find Oswald guilty as a solitary
assassin. And since he was not alive 1o
testify 1o any alternative explanation. the
official 'hook was closed on the Kennedy
assassination. . .

Bul some qug tions persisted. Oswald
must have had a motive. Whal was it

There was plenty of evidonce that he
athhmced RKennedy, that he wished  the
President and his fumily no i), despite
Oswalil's openly expressed Marxist views.,
Puerbaps he was capable of shooting
some of the extreme Righl-wing pobti-
cians who posoned the polincal debate in
Texas — the Birchitenr and racists who
flourished in Dallas among the nich il
tveoons and elsewhere among the poor
whites. But why Kenoedy, who did ot
belone 1o those factions™  Apam. apart
from the "Whs * there was the “How?*
How was it that a confessed Marxist —
known 10 the FBL under continuous
surveillance by that Apency, and alse by
the Sceeret Serviee, could mstall hinself

in view of hundreds Of ondookers at an

open window  directly above the Presi-
dent's motorcade with every member of
the Dallas police force on special - alert
and the President’s bodypguard scannmg
cvery bhuilding  above and  about the
muiorcade. How could it happen?

Bevond these questions, there lies the
conimuimg entzma of Lee Harvey Oswald
— whether he killed the President; il so
how. and why? Two books appearing this
week seck answers to these guestions.®
One deals primarily with Oswald's defee-
ton 1o the Soviel Union n 1959, his
activities there until his retarn 10 the
United States an 1962, and bis life up 0o
the day of the assassinalwon. The other
concentrates on the courtship amd mar-
riazce of Lee Oswald and his Russian
briude. Manna Prusakova.

The “Legend” which Edward Jay
Epstein sceks to uncover s the secret
world of Lee Oswald. and, in particular;
O~wald's relations with the istelligence
services of three natons — #he Umited
Statgs. Soviet Russia. and Cuba. Fach of
those azceacies had a close interest in
Oswald's activities between 1959 1o 1963,
The real interest of Eppiein’s book is not
~a much inoany atemppt he makes to
unrav el the seerets of Oswald's mand. and
his pohbcal convictions. On hoth those
counts it seems W fal to add any thing new
oy substantial 1o the existung accounts.
The anterest lies rather i the author's
ability 1o take s rgaders  into thd
intricabe. endlessly conyoluted world of
espronace and counter-esplonage

Fans of John te Carre and his ihl:l”(.’!_'
“The Spy Who Came In From the Cold’
will find in FEpstewr's beok that truth is
ust as strange as fiction — somelimes
~tranger. For oanstance, when o leading
Russian ofhicial in the Soviet delegation at
the Geneva disarmanent ks defected W
the United States carly in 64 — a matter
of weeks after the Kenned:s assassmiation—
was he 8 zenutne defeodr, or was he,
planted b3 the KGB as a “isinformation
cxbert, designed 1o draw slienbon away
from the possible fact thy Dswald had

Leen recruited as a Soviet spy”
The permutations of fugm of, psycho-

lozical coldewarfare are engloss,
meris of Epstein’s book ak th,
mwia the
coun IL‘I'-L'.\.&I oRnARC sth
thoroughnesy.
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anthor who has specialised 11 Russian
alfiurs for many vears now. She 15 fluent
m Russan, and spent thiee rears in the
Soviet Union durig Uw e when
Oswald defected. She has spent the fast 13
vears rescarching her book Marina and
Lee™ and she had the iimense advantage
of zammng  the confidence of Marina
Oswald i the years that foflowed the
death of  Lee Oswald  and .then  the
publication of the Warren Conunissjon’s
Reporoin 1964,

Licre, the author is concerned Lo lake us
o the stormy, love-hate rejationship
beiween Lee and Marina Oswald, agaihst a
backdrop thiat moves from Moscow and
Minsk 1o the brzarre wuorlld of eapalriale
Russians —some of them related o the
Russian nobility - - i the upper cofielons
ol Datlas society. .

Sense of failure

Itowas a society i whu foe Oswaid
el no pact when be brought his brude and
a baby dauphter back from Minsk im 1962,
But for Marina — a very heautiful youne
Russian who could nenther speak  ner
umlerstand Faghsh — o added a new argd
dangzerous dimension to her workd. i

Marina was always attractive to men,
aml she enjoved. even basked in therr
adimiration at home iy Russia, and then i
Dallas amd New Orleans, where she tried
to settle with the voung, insecure, penn- «
less Fexan she hid married. and whose
iabibity 1o hold down ob was only
pirthy due 1o his dishonourable discharge
troan the US. Marines, fotlowing  his
detection, '

Oswald emerges from this study as a
violent,  jealous, emationally  depemdent
nan. with no prospects, deeply resentful

.
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of Marma's capacity for attracting admir-
ation from hm‘\ men and women. Perhaps
heve, somewhere i the  recesses  of
O~wabld's rescntments and his personal
sense of fadure. hes the explanation for
what happened in Dealey Plaza in Novem-
ber. 1963, By then, Oswald's marriage was
Pracucally 1in rumins: he had no prouspects
whitever. and he was taking steps to
return to Russia, by way of Cuba.

When visas were refused, and when
Oswald found himself baulked ¢n every
side by the combined bureaucracies of two
super-powers, did he secks revenge on
boilh svstems because he began to suspect
the truth — that neither side had any use
tor him. and that he was exposed as a
usvless  nonentity? Perhaps somewhere
there, in Oswald's private humiliation, lay
e seeds of a futile gesture, the enormity .
ol which was bevond his comprehension as
he wed 1o face his own bitterness and

thespar,
These two hooks are not the last word on
the Kennedy assasstnation and  the

stranee events which surrounded and
tallowed 3t There will be others, because
e tragedy has moved from the level of
- historical event 1o that of myth — a myth
preuharly suited, to our time, with its
sense of banished  hopes, its  cult of
violenee, s voyeurism, and the
~etuctions of irrational doctrines. . All of
these came together in the contorted
personality of Lee Harvey Oswald, who
was ultimately a figure of tragedy, not of
vl : s

We still fack  certainty, beyond 3 -
reamonable doubt, of how and why John
Fizgerald Kennedy was  murdered in
Datlas in November, 1963, i i

Edward Jay Epsteln, Legend: The ;
Waurld of Lee Harvey 'Oé‘waldf
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As the ‘who killed
Kennedy'
controversy reaches
another climax,
EDMUND IONS,
Reader in Politics
at York Universify,
reports on two |
studies of Lee
Harvey Oswald
which look at his

secret life before
Dallas jn 1963




