
_Anarsenal of myths 
fired by a nonentity 

DOUBTS and rumours persist 
whout the adentity of the killer — 
ar killers — of President John F- 
eran 

Books on the subject have multiplied and a rash of documentaries and discus: Mon procrammes has broken out on 
Teles sion. 

That thix should happen almost 15 Veurs afler the assassination in Dealev Plaza. Dallas, Texas. on November 29. 1963. needs Some explanation. : 
‘A onew vase of life was given to this Renneds imdustry by the Freedom of Information Act in the United States. whereby any citizen can require apencies of the federal government to supply information ~— including documents — provided these are not on classified lists affecting nauonal SeCUrHy. 
Since itis difficult ta argue that events surrounding the assassination of a Presi dent more than a decade 4eo consttule “Halional security”. writers and journal. ists an the United States have had a rich harvest of documents from all sorts of 

archives in Washington D.C., and bevond. 
The results are now apptaring in full 
spate. 

The central question continues to be whether the Commission of Enquiry 
appointed by Kennedy's successor. Lyn- don B. Johnson, arrived at the truth when 
iW concluded that Kennedy was asSaSa}- 
nated by Lee Harvey Oswald. alone, 
unuied. and with no. other persons 
Imnvalved. atl) home or overseas. An 
dssussinalion — especially of a head of 
state and even more especially, of so 
luring and youthful a President as John 
FL Kennedy —~ always altracts conspiracy 
theories. 

Such theeries can go all the way from 
the netion of a local political conspiracy. 
fo one involving collusion by focal. er 
State police. to grander theuries involv- 
ing the CLA. the FBI. and bevond that to 
the KGB in Moscow. or Castro's agents 
operating in the United States. 

Untidy report © 
One book which appeared in 1976. by a 

former London solicitor. Michael 
Fddlawes. arpued that when Lee Harvey 
Oswald defected to Russia in 1959, he was 
killed by the KGB, then a substitute 
resembling Oswald was trained. and 
relurned to the United States (complete 
with Russian bride. Marina “Oswald” 
for vounter-intelligence activities. . 

The author did not explain the 
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astounding ability of the Russians to 
manufacture a twin for Oswald. complete 
with Texas drawl. who could fool even 
Osvaid’s mother, his elder brother. and‘ 
ather relatives who had known Levee 
Ossald since birth. But at least it 
illustrated the attraction of conspiracy 

_ Ueories for those looking fer them. 
That said. there are certainly some; 

untidy features of the official Report ort 
the Warren Commusston into the assassi- 
nation of President Kennedy. despite the 
iipressive array of Senators. Congress- 
men, and legal counsel assembled to sift 
the evidence presented to it under its 
chairman, Earl Warren, Chief Justice of 
the United States Supreme Court. As it 
stands, the Report — first published in 
ISt§ — reads like a brief for the 
prosecution avainst the dead Lee Harvey 
thnweld. rather than a pursuit of the - 
truth. Nu alternative explanation other 
had the “lone assassin” theory was 
considered with any seriousness. 

Throuzhout the Warren Heport there 
is a Conscious attempt not to inquire inte 
wv feads that could compromise that 
~ingle explanation. Yet experienced 
lawyers with no particular axes to grind. 
and very distinguished scholars on beth 
sitleg of the Atlantic. have been very critgal of the handling of the evidence



presgnied to the Warren Commission. even the handling of witnesses who came 
before iH, 

The main conclusion of these critics 
his been that the Warren Commission 
found it expedient, for etiher reasons of 
stale or more simply, to close a case which 
stretched ina hundred different direc- Vons, to find Oswald guilty as a solitary 
tasussin. And since he was not alive to testify to any alternative explanation. the official book was closed on the Kennedy annussimation. . . 

But some que tions persisted. Oswald 
must have had a motive. What was Ht? 

There was plenty of eviconee that he 
atimiced: Renneds. that he wished the 
President. and his fumely no a. despite 
Oswalds openly expressed Marxist views. 

Perhaps he was capable of shooting 
some oof the extreme Right-winp politi- 
ciins who poisoned the political debate in 
Texas — the Birches and racists: who 
fourtshed in Dallas among the rieh oil 
Ivcouns and chewhere amon the poor 
whites. But why Kennedy, who did rot 
belong to those factions? Apa. apart 
from the “Whos "" uhere was the “How?” 

Hlow was ol that a confessed Marxist — 
Known to the FBE under continueus 
surveillance by that Avency. and also by 
the Secret Service. could aistall himsetf 
Ino view of hundreds of onlovkers at an 

open windew directly above the Presi- 
deats motorcade with every member of 
the Dallas pelice force on special -alert 
and the President's bodyynuard scanning 
every building above and about the 
matercade. How could it happen? 

Bevond these questions. there lies the 
COMMUNE chigma of Lee Harvey tiswald 
— whether be killed the President: if so 
How. and why? Two books appearing this , 
week seck answers to these questions.* 
One deals primarily with Oswald's defee- 
Hon te the Soviet Union in. 1959, his 
activities there until his retirn to the 
Cated States in 1962, and his life up to 
The day oof the assassination. The other 
concentrates on the courtship amd miar- 
reace oof Lee Oswald = and his) Russian 
bride. Marina Prusakova. 

The “Legend” which) Edward) Jay 
Fpstem sceks to uncover is the secret 
work! of Lee Oswald, and, in particular; 
Oxwakl’s relations with the istellizence 
services of Urree nabons — die United 
Statgs. Soviet Russia. and Cuba. Flach of 
these asencies had a close amterest in 
Oswals activities between 1959 to 1963. 
The real interest of Epptein’s book is not 
~o much ino any attempt he makes to 
navel the secrets of Oswald's mind. and 
his political convicnons. On both thease 
counts Heseems to fail to add ans thing new 
or substantial to the existing accounts. 
The interest lies rather ino the author's 
ability to fake his rpaders into thd 
iricate. endlessly convoluted world of 
esplonace and counter-espionage 

Fans of John le Carre and his ihritter 
“The Sp. Who Came In From the Cokd 
wll find in Fipstemuvs beok that truth is 
lust ous strange ay fichiga — sometimes 
stranger. For instanee, when a leading 
Kussian official in the Soviet delegation at 
the Geneva cdisarecnainent tadks defected to 
the United States carly in G4 — a matter 
of weeks after the Kenned, assassunation— 
Woo he @ venuine pena Or was he 
planted bg the KGB as a “@isinformation 
cApert, designed to draw allenhon away 
from the possible fact that Oswald had 

been recruited as a Soviet spy” 

The permutations of fugm of, psyche- 
joneal cokkwarfare are engless. 
merts of Epstein’s book ark th: 
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author who has speciahsed in Kussian 
aftuirs for many vears new. She is fluent 
1H Russian. and spent thie Sears in the 
Soviet Union turing othe tine when 
Oswald defected. She has spent the fast is 
Vears researching her book ‘Marina and 
Bee” and she had the immense ulvantage 
of gaming the confidence of) 0 Marina 
Oswald or the years that followed the 
death oof Lee Oswald and then the 
publication of the Warren Conunission’s 
Repert in B64. 

licre. the author is concerned to take us 
te the stormy, flove-fate rejationship 
between bee and Marui Oswald. apainsta 
backdrop that moves from Moscow and 
Minsk fo the bizarre warld of eApatriate 
Russians -—some of them related to fhe 
Russian nobitity - - ain the Upper cobelons 
of Dallas society. . 

Sense of failure. 
It was a society un whieh Lee Oswald 

hal no part when he brought has bride and 
abobs dauehter back Crom Wisk an 1962. 
Hut for Marina ~ avery beautiful young 
Russian whe could nemher speak nor 
unlerstand Enghsh — Wt added a new arid 
daperous dimension to her world. L} 

Marina was always attractive to men, 
amt she enjoved. even basked in their 
whoiration at home in Russia. and then in 
Dallas amd New Orleans, where she tried fo sede with the vounsy, msecure. penne 
less “Pexan she had married. and whose 
jnabihiy te hold down a job was only 
purth due te his dishonourable discharge 
from othe US.) Marines. following his dlefcction., . 
Oswald emerges from this study as a 

vidlent, jealous, eniotionally dependent 
Hin, with mo prospects, deeply resentful 
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of Marina’s capacity for attracting admir- 
ation from both men and women. Perhaps 
here, somewhere in the recesses of Oswalt s rescntinents and his personal 
stise of farture. lies the explanation for 
what happened in Dealey Plaza in Noverm- 
ber. 1963. Bs then, Oswald's Marriape was 
practically in ruins: he had no prospects 
whatever, and he was taking steps to return to Russia, by way of Cuba. 
When visas were fefused, and when Oswald found himself baulked on every ste by the combined bureaucracies of two sUper-powers. did he seeks Fevenge on both avstems because he began to suspect ‘he truth — that neither side had any use 

for him. und that he was exposed as a useless nenentity? Perhaps somewhere 
there, in Oswald's private humiliation, lay the seeds of a futile Besture, the enormity . of which was beyond his comprehension as he toed to face his own bitterness and 
thespian. 

These two books are not the bast word on The Rennedy assassination and the ~ranke events which surrounded and followed at There will be others, because the tragedy has moved from the level of 
- historical event to that of myth —~ a myth pecuharly suited, to our ume, with its sense of banished hopes, its cult of | 
Vindence, its voy eUFISM, and = the 
scductions of irrational doctrines. All of 
hese came together in the contorted 
personality of Lee Harvey Oswald. who 
was ultimately a fizure of trazedy, not of 
evel. : 7 

We still tack certainty, beyond a 
reasonable doubt, of how and why John 
Pitveerald) Kennedy was murdered in 
Dallas in November, 19633. a i 
Edward Jay Epstein, Legend: The, 

World of Lee Harvey Oswald) 
(Mutchinson, £5.30). Priscilla Johnson | 
WeMiltlan: Marina and Lee (Collins, E 

.



As the ‘who killed 
Kennedy’ 
controversy reaches 
another climay, 
EDMUND IONS, 
Reader in Politics 
at York University, 
reports on two 
Studies of Lee 
Harvey Oswald 
which look at his 
Secret life before 
Dallas in 1963: 
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