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MEAICO WRIGHING
“PLEA BY AMBRICAN

_ ‘High Court Hears Charge of
Extortion in Murder Case

By PAUL P. KENNEDY

MEXICO CITY, Feb. 3—The
"Mexico Federal District's Su-i
preme Court has before it the
fina] appeal of Joel David Kap-
"lan, an American sentenced here
t& 28 years in prison for mur-
der. It will be several weeks be-
fore the decision is announced.:
" Kaplan, 35 years old, of 215
-East 75th Street, Manhattan,
was sentenced last November
for the murder of Luis Melchior
Vidal Jr., also of New York, in
1961.

The case_has attracted un-
.usual attention because of the
prominence of the persons in-
volved and because of charges
of exiortion by Mexican Judi-
cial authorities, -
. . In the appeal to the Supreme
Court, Victor Velazquez, Kap-
lan's lawyer, charged_ that at-
tempts were made by the At-
torney General's office in the
Federal District to extort $200,-
000 from Kaplan as the price
for quashing the case. Mr, Vél-
asquez cited the sworn testi-
mony of a prison' warden as
evidence.

Overtones of Mystery
The case has also attracted

atfenfion because of Lhe over-
tones of mystery in which gun-
running, narcolics angd mterven-
tion in the Cuban revolutiop

Rave been _mentioned romj-
. nenfly. :

&r. Velazquez, who was called
Into the case as an associate of
the New York law firm headed
by Louis Nizer, insisted in an

© elght-hour presentation before
- the court that it had not been
proved that Vidal had been
killed. )

He, contended that the body,

‘found in a shallow grave near
the Mexico City-Toluca high-|
way, bore none of Vidal's char-/
acteristics, and that the cloth-|
ing, found about twg miles from
the body, while identified as be-
longing to Vidal, did not fit the
body. :

He also maintained that a
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© ralize merican, VSa) £~

. According  to legal sourcgs_,i
here, Kaplan is The nephe of [
resident _and

y Fund, Inc, a New York philan-

g Representative Wright Patmapg,
"the Texas Democraf, whose

man resembling Vidal and using
a United States passport be-
longing to Vidal had passed
through Tapachuia, Mexico, in-
to Guatemala 12 days afier the
alleged murder. ,
Kaplan, who i prominent in
Latin-American- business circles.
_entered Mexico with 'a- fals&
- passport issued to Albert Rich-
ard Yates, 30 years old, a Brit-
ish seaman. - e

silence on the matter. and Mr,
* Patman affer meeting with of-
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Two men accompanied him.
One was a Russian-born natu-

trushansky. The ofher was an
!sraelz citizen -who entered witE
A& passpeort issued tg an Ea
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Jater identified himself as

Harry, or Haim, Kopelsohn, a
merchant from Tel Aviv, He
was charged with murder and
acquitted. Petrushansky was|
not brought to trial. g

Vidal was officially identified
as treasurer of the American
Bucrose Company, of which
Kaplan was president. In his
clothing were found canceled
checks amounting to $3,635
made out te the Paint Com-
pany of America, but endorsed
by Vidal himself.

During the Kaplan trial, al
woman who identified herself as|
Vidal's wife said that Vidal had|
been "badly beaten by Cuban

exiles at one time.

-~ ¥idal's fa%her, an importer
with an office at 227 Fulton
Street, Manhattan, identified
his sont as a chemical engineer.
The elder Vidal, born in Puerto
Rico, was at one time a con-
sultant for the United States.
One’ of Kaplah's uncles was
identified here as a wealthy
molasses importer.

The United States Embassy
here has taken a deep interest
in the Kaplan trial. It is also
reported here that high offi-

cials in Washington have been
inferested in the case, .

Nephew of Fund President

J._ M, Kaplan
treasurer of the J. M. Kaplan

‘thropic_organizaltion.

Last August, the fund, whose
purpose hag been defined as be-
ing “to. strengthen democracy
al home and abroad” was sald
to_have acted as a_‘secref con-
abroad for the Central Intelll-

ence Agency. ]

Th

e charge was made by

House small business subcom-
mittee was investigating tax-
exempt foundations at the time.
During the committee's hear-
Ings, it was brought out that
the C.I.A. had given some mo -
ies the Kaplan Fund, but
thearmount aug - Tre oot
was _not disclose -
The fund drew up a wal of

ficials of the intelligence agency
and the Interna] Revenue Se -

ice, - announced that he wa L5
dropping the CT A phase of his

investigation because “the C.LA.
daes not belong in this founda-
tion investigation." o







