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PREFACE

.Part I briefly reiates the assassination of the ,
President and the iden_ti‘}fhication of Oswald as hig

slayer, - T '

Part II sets forth the evidence conclusively -

Showing_that Oswald did assassinale The

T

- President,

Part 111 is in two sections. The first seté forth
what the FBI knew about Oswald prior to the

- assassination; and the second section sets forth

the resulis of our investigation of Oswald's back-
ground, activities, associates, et cetera, subse-
quent to the assassination., '

Three sets of exhibits accompany this report.
(The first sets out evidence tying in Oswald with
(.the assassination of the President; the other

 two set out documents relative to Oswald's

contacts with the Soviets, the Communist Party,

et cetera,

We are continuing to receive leads concerning
Oswald and, consequently, at the conelusion of .
the report, it is stateq this investigation wil] .
continue in order to resolve them, .
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' THE ASSASSINATION

- B. . Patrolman Tippit Killed
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I. THE ASSASSINATION

Pres*dem J ohn I‘l‘uoez ald Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas,

At the tlme, the Pre51den Was en route from Love Fleid to the
Trade Mart in Dallas to address a lunchoon sponsor eo by several
civic groups. Among those in the motorcade with the President were

his wife, Vice President and Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson, and Texas

Governor John B. Connally and his wife.

A. Assassin in Building

As the motbrcade was traveling through downtown Dallas on
Ehn S’creet dbout fifty yards West of the lntersbctmn with Houston

Street (Exlnblt 1}, three shots rang out. Two bullets gtlur'k

President Kenned y, and one Wounded Governor Connally The

PR

President, who slumped forward in the car, was rushed to Parkland .

m———
——,

Memorial Hospital, where he was pronounced dead at 1:00 p. m.

Eyewitnesses at the scene of the shooting saw an individual
holding a rifle ina sixth-floor window of the Texas School Book
Depository' Building locatéd on the corner of Houston and Elm Streets.
One individual stated that after he heard what he 'bpliaved to be a

second ShOL, he loo ed up, and Saw thls man take dehberate aim mth

- a rlﬂe and fire 1n the dlrectlon of ‘ch° Pre51dem131 motorcade as it

passed. ( Exhibit 2)
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‘B, Pairolman Tippit Killed

-

An immediate investigation was vIaunched to identify and
apprehend the President's assailant. Within the hour, at approximately
1:15p. m , Dallas Pairolman J, D, Tippit, nresnmably acting on the
basis of a broadcast over the p,olice radio, stopped a poseible suspect
on Tenth StreetA just east of -Patton Street, The man drew a gun and’

shot Petrolman Tippit three times, resulting in the officer' s death,
MM

B

(Exhibn 1) The assailant, subsequently 1dent1f1ed as Lee Hérvey

o e}

——. B S

Oswaid was anprehended in the Texas Theater 231 West Jefferson

Boulevare, (Exhlblt 1) In the course of the apprehension, Wnlch took

place abou‘ 2:00 p.m, he resisted V1olen’dy and a"ctempted to shoot

stili another pohce oﬁlcer

Identified as an employee in the bulldmg from Whmh the shots

T ——— e e, TTrte——

were flreq at Presmlent Kennedy and Governor Connally, Oswald

R ——

became a prlme suspect in the assassination of President Kennedy

-~ -

However when mtemewed followmcr hls apprehensmn Oswald demed
N \‘—"\,___

— T —— T T —

any knowlecge of or pa rt1c1pat10n in the assassination of the Pregident

or Tippit's murder

Nevertheless evidence developed in the investigation points

e e

concluswely to the assassmatlon of Pl esident Kennedy by Lee Harvey

Oswald avowed Mar}nst a former czefeccor to the Sovlet Union and .
the self-appointed Secretary‘ of the New Orleans Chamer of the Falr

Play for Cuba Commlttee a pro- Castro orga nization,

~2 -
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Oswala aged 24, attended schoolo in New Orleans, uousmna

Fort Wor ih Texas and New Yor k, New Yorr and served in the
U. Marzne Corps from 1956 to 1959, during which time he quq,lmed

as a sharpshooter, In 1959 he traveled to the Soviet Union qure he

was emnloyed for apprommately three years asa faciory worker, He

pubhcly announced his intention of becommg a Russian cztmen but

apparently chancred his mind and returned to the United States in 1962

a child. A second chzla nas since been born.

Subsequent to hzs return, he was emp;oved for brief pﬂmods in New

Orieans Louzslana and DaHas Texas,
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Ii. THE EVIDENCE

A. Evenis Prior to the Assassination

Lee Harvey Ouwala using the name O, H, Ler renfed a

ful“nloh(?d room at 104.6 Nouh Beckle_,r Street in Dallas, Texas, on

October 14 196'% ‘He used the room aurlng the week and on weelcends,

tr‘aveled to Irung, Texas Wheze ms wife and ch1ldren resxded "He

had made arranf:rements Wlth a fellow en;ployee Buell W. Frazier,

to dmve hlm to Irvmg eve;y F1 1day mght and normally returned,with

Mr. Frazier to Dallas evezy Monda j movnmg

0n Thursday evemn No& embe; 21, 1963, Oswald departed
from hlS customary schedule of travel to irvmg Clalmmg to

Mr Framer that he wan’sed to obLam some curtain rods for his room

from Mrs Ruth Pame hls landla dv in Ir Vlng, he a?ranged to_'_rid_e
Wrth Mr. Frazier to Irving that night. It is tne only known instance
in whlch Oswala departed frorn his practzce of making the t LI‘lp on
other than a Weekend | ‘ |

Mrs Ruth Pame 2515 West Flftn Street, landlady at the
res:.dence in Wthh Oswald's wife re51ded in Irving, said that 'Oswald

made no mentzon of curtain rods to her on the evenmg of November 21

'196 4, nor-did she plan to give him any curtain rods, But Oswald’s .

wife, Marma, has revealed that her husband owned a rifle which he

-4
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;e,‘.ﬂt-\gr'ii}pf"'l in a blanket in the garage at the Jrving resuience She
said ho spent the night of November 21, 1563, with her and Ieft early

tho ,rgg;m,,mg morning before she had awakened. On'November 22,

li‘&ﬁii; she noticed that the blanket in which the rifle had been wrapped

wis stillin the garage, but the rifle was gone.

Subscquent to the assassm‘},t}on the bl anket was eyammed at

o the FBI thoratmy Body halrb located on it were found o 'nd,tch

in mluoscc}pzc characterlstlcs the body hairs of Lee Harvey Oswald

“(Exhibit 3)

When Oswald left Irving, Texas, on the mornmg of November 22

196.5 he cerrxed a leng packace wrapped in brown paper Mr FI azier,

e,
e

ith tom he castomarlly rode, descrﬂoed itasa ”kmd of sack ’Lhdt

~one obfains in a f1ve-az_1d~te*1-cent store. " C‘aswald told him it

c'dntained curtain rods. On arrival ih Dallas, Mr. Frazier, after
p—nr} ing h1s car, sa\v Oswald enter the Texas School Booh Deposmory

Buil’{m" carrying the package After the acsassmatlon of Dres1dent |

hcnned},, broxvn wrapping paper in the snapc of a long bag was found \

—
: near the window from which the shots were flI‘Ed on the sixth floor of ‘\\
the Deposztory Building. (Exhibit 4) - ‘ -

A latent fmfrelprmt developed by the ¥BI Identification DlVlSTOIl

w\_

T, ———

- on the long paper bacr was determmed to be identical W:tth the Ieft index

Afmvcrprmt tmpressmn of Lee Harvey Oswald. (Exhlbzt 5)

-5 -
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1 / A latent palm print developed on the same paper was identified
L las beine identical with the right palm print of Oswald, (Exhibit 6)

Mr. Frazier, after viewing the long bfewn paper bag'found on \
N the sixth floor of the Texas School Book Depository Building,' could not \

h | definitely state whether the bag was the one observed by him in Oswald's

Rolosd

possession on the mornmg of November 22, 1963, Mr. Frazier's
4 . sister, Mrs, Linnie May Randle, examined the bag and advised that 1t
could have been the long paper bag she saw Oswald place in her brother's

car on thalt morning as they departed for work.

. . , In addition to having been seen by Mr. Frezier entering the

“i | building with a brown paper package the morning of the assassmatlen
_Oswald was seen in the building laLer that mornmg by several fello»v L
4 employees, Be’cween 11:306 a‘_nd 12:00 noon, Oswald was observed on

‘ the-fifth floor by three employees Durmor this. perxod he requested

one of the employees, Charles D leens who was descendmg in the

‘eIeva.tor, to close the elevator gates Wh_en he' got oif S0 he, ,Oswald,, :

_could summon the elevator to the sixth floor.

B. Events Following the Assassination

Oswald's Movements

In the search that was initizted within the Texas School Book

-Depository Building by the police immediately after the assassination,

‘.‘J - | v . .
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Oswald was determined to be still on the premises. He was seen

- by Roy S. Truly, Warehouse supe;mtendent and : a pohce oi‘flcer in

a smali lanchroom on the second ﬂoor (Exhlbr‘ 7) He was not -

-«ques"cioned at the time inasmuch as Mr Truly 1dent1f1ed him to the |

“officer as an employee of the buﬂdmg Shonly therea’fter, Mr‘. Tru

" accounted for the wherea.bouts of all of His ezﬁployées e'_#:-e—ebt Oswald

-and so advisedfche police. ,

Identified on Bus L e e
A short tJme later Oswald was observed by his former lanfq
lady, Mrs. Mary E. Bledsoe 621 North it arcai1s Avenue, boarding

'a'city bus about seve’n blocks ffom the scene of the assaosmatlon

; (Ekhlblf 1) Mrs Bledsoe Who Was rzdmg on the bus sfa’ced tha’c he

appeared to be somewhat nervous She also noted thajt Oswaid was
wearing dlrty clothing, a mark-ed change from his usual“{leat appeara
o Cecil J. McWatters, the ariver of the bis, selecte-d" 6swa1d i
~from a pohce line~-up as resembTmcr a L,assenger who entered his bus
-on November 22, 1963 in the general v1cm1ty of the assassmatlon

Mr McWatters was unable to defmltely estabhsh the tlme or place

Where Oswald boarded the bus buL recalled that 1t was shor’cly aﬁer

the assassmatmn He remembel ed commentmg to th1s passenger

R § ‘wonder Wheze they sho‘L the PL es1dent " He Sald the passenger )

.._4“___- —_ - . % e T = =X

rephed "They shot h1m m Lhe temple "

.
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tewatiers also identified a. bus‘transfer in Oswald’s

wwnensnion af the time of his apprehension as one he had issued on

’

¥
NWavemstar 22, 1,963.

Mrs, ‘I?’.Eédsoc stated that Oswald trav“ele_d less than two blocks
o the bus,  She pointed out that traffic had beC(_)me"congested and a
wotorist alwgside commented to the bus driver that the President

L AN

had Lecn shet,  Mrs. Bledsoe said Oswald left the bus and disappeared

fr1 the crowd,

En 2 Tasicab

William W, Whaley, a taxicab driver, positively identified

Oswirld in a police line-up on November 23, 1963, at the Dallas Police

Departiment as & passenger in his cab on November 22, 1963. He was

unible to r:_-mm'nber the exact time, but Was certain he picked up
Oswald in;i‘xécﬁ 12:30 and 12:45 p, m. at the Greyhound Bus Terminal

Taxi Stand, approximately seven bldcks from the scene of the

" assassination (Exhibit 1), and transported him about two and three

qurrier miles to the 500 block of North Beckley Street in Dallas
(Exhibit 1), As previously noted, the room rented by Oswald was at

1926 North Beckley Street,

Arrival at Rnom

Mrs, Earlene Roberts‘, housekeeper at 1026 'North'Beckley‘

Strect, positively identified Oswald as the man who had rented the’

-~ 8 -
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_M E? T o .»;;- rom her on October 14, 1963, under the name O, H, Lee.
L j 'S?-u: sxtd Oswald came home shortly after she heard the news that
r 1 e Prestdent md_been,shot. She estima’ted the time as appmximately
w%h L g, m, Hc obhmed a jacket from his room and left hurnealy She
E_. Koz ’
L - - ooz Zm safd that while she had never observed Oswald in possession of
— ajmn, she r;ohced a holster for a hand gun in his roém late on the-
;% afternoon of \'m'ember 22, 196.).
_ j ,0-:;;3203» furder of Patrolman Tlpplt
ey = | ' At .;bout 1:15 p. m. on November 22, 1963, a taxicab driver,
i . : :
- W, }‘&.‘. Scoggins,' observed a uniformed police oﬁ’icer (Patrolman S
—H 3BT ippit) talking to a man alonorsmo the oﬁlcer s pohce Vehicle
H g
- - , at ,luzn Street just east of Patton Street. The dl"lVGI‘ sald he heard
- a pun liring :md saw the officer fall besxie the pohce car. (Exhibit_l)
TR e
Ei : His assailant ran west on 10th Street, sauth on Patton StreeL and
- - Coel t’mz w Lgt on Jefferson Boulevard
1
- - Eyewitnesses to Tippit's Killing
o ... On November 23, 1963, this same taxi driver identified Oswald
) E . ata p@lice line-up as Officer Tippit's assailant, Another eyewntness
E - ~to the killin Adentlhed Lee Harvey Oswzld as the assaxlant Who drew
3
- -+ a hand gun Lom mslde his Shll‘t and shot Tlpplt
- F — - .
- B -
- - 9 -

b T - - = - ek it - Sl " i s



C. Oswald?s Apprehe_rig_og

~Acting on information from a police racho broaocast report emf
that a vsusp ect m the hllmfr of a police ofuoer was seen entormg the
Te;xas Theater, 231 Wes+ Jefferson Boulevard Daﬂas pohce |
apprebendad Oswald at abouz 2 GO Pvm., in the thea LLer (EXhlblt 1

One of the officers took a.38 SvaLai revolver out of Oswald*s right

~hand. (Exhibit 8)

Gun Misfired

| One of the arrestmg officers stated that when Oswald was fir'ét
approached 'in the theater he a‘ctf—‘mpzed to pL’a a revolver from his

shiri, In the ensuing struggle with the police ouicer,_ Oswald pulled

] CTTTTTthe ing er buf the , gun did not fire. An examination of this gun
_confirmed tha.t one of the six cartridges taken from the weapon had 3

 hammer m%ntatmn on the primer but had not flred

Revolver Tracea to Oswald ' - o \
T R
Y

FBI mvestlcratlon determmed tnat the . 38 Spec1a1 Smith and

Wesson revolver, serial number v 510210 taken from Lee Harvey
Oswald wag shipped on March 20, L,63 from George Rose and

Comoany Incorporated Los Angeles, ~California, to A, gJ. Hldell

- Post Office Box 2915, Dallas, Texas., The cost of the Weapon was

$29. 95, Examination by the FBI Laboratory determmed that the -

~ Writing on the mail order coupon used in the purchase of this weapon

was written by Lee Harvey Oswald. S R

-10 -



shooting of Oificer Tippit on November 22, 1963, were furnished tq
the FBI by Dallas police. An examination pf these cartridge cases _
by the FRr Laboratory_determined that they had béen ﬁfed. in Oswalg:

+38 Special Smith and Wessop revolver,

D. Interview of the Assassin
———Z > M€ ASsassin

Beckley Street, Dallas, Texaé, under the name of O, g, Lee. He als
admitted that he wag in the Texas School Book Depository Building

where he was employed, on November 22, 1963, Oswald claimed, -

béwevér, that_' he was on the first floop of the building when the

. .\WVM\% N ] B N . R -
~'-President‘1a1_ motorcade passed, Following the shooting of the Presiden

he said he believed that there would pe no further_ work berformed ang .
he decided to go-home. He said he .Went to his Dal‘las residence, |
* changed hig clofhes, and then went to g movie,
i Oswald admitted he carried a gun with him to the movie and
stated that he did this because pe "felt like it." pe offered no other
explanation. - Oswald denied that hé ever 6rc§ere_d, 6Whed Or possessed

a rifle, However, in g subsequent search of Oswald's. residence ip Trving

Texas, by officers of the Dallag Pblicé‘Departmen_t, a"phot(')graph'_

-11 -~
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e . was found ehowmg Oswald wearing a sidearm and holding a r‘i_ifie.
B (Exhzbst 9) The rifie in the photoo raph is szﬂar in apnedrancve to the
: 6. 5 mzlhmecer bo -action rifle Whl(h as wﬂl be shown, had been

R ptévxously purchased by Oswf.ﬂd__ A_O_sﬂwald upon 1nte*'v1ew alsol -

' cxemed brmmng any package to wcnk wuﬁh h1m on the mormng of j

Included in hlS personal effects at the tlme of OSwald’s arrest

werc a Selectzve Servre card (Bxhzbu 10) in the name of Aletr James

Hldell and a cazd issued to Lee H. Oswald dated May 28 903 by the

Falr Play for Cuba Commlttee (Ex_hlblt 11) Oswald sald that he had |

. been secrma ry of the New Orleanu Chap*er of the Falr Piay for Cuba

Cbmmlttee Oswald efLsed to dzs uss the Selectlve Service card in

hlb possesszon Exammatlon in the FBI Laboiatory -determined that

the Selectzve Serv1ce card 1s fraLduIent cmd coumenezt

: Oswald stated he had never been in Mexico except to visit

Tijﬁéﬂa; on one occasion (date not furnished). . He admxtted havmg

L remded in the Sov1et Unlon for three years where he had many friends.

Wh.en a Spemal Agent of the FBI sought to obtain a physmal

descz zpuon and baclrcround data from Oswald the latter commented -

m

'I know your tactlcs there 15 a sumlar agency in Russia. You_ are

us mzr the soft touch and of course “the procedure in Russia would be

. L e - -

qm.te dlfferent Rk SR U ’ LD o
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In aceounting for his activities on the afternoon of November 227:
s o : 3
3

1963, Oswald stated he was on the second floor of the Texas School

Book Depository Building at the time ‘Lhe building was searched, Be

U

stated Mr, Truly, the building superintendent, and g polibﬂ officer
- entered the room and M. Truly ‘identif.ie%} Oswam to the officer as an
employee, ,,xSW&l’dil"@lateld thab hm then took the Coca- Cola which he hao.
just purchased to the fu:'St floor, where he stoui around a‘n‘d then had
lunch ini the employees' lunchroom on the second ﬂoer.. Thereafte
he stated he Went outside the bmldungwsf@ed around for five to ten
mmutes and then Went home bacause he did no’c believe there was gomg
to be any more work that Qd.y ciue io the confusmn in the bu:i.lding,
Oswald advised that foll owmg arrival at his reszdenee he Ieﬁ to attend
a rﬁovie where he was apprehended by the'Dallas p.oTice

On sﬁbseQuent in’c'erv:ew on November 23 1963 Osweﬂd dmmed
telling Mr. Frazier .that the purpose of hlS st:tt 'to Irvmg, TeAas on
 the mght of November 21, 1963, was to tham some curtain rods fro’m,,-‘;
‘ NS

Mrs. Ruth Paine. | "
| Oswald si,ated 1nformat10n prewo@sly furmshed by him to the
éffect that he rode a bus fI‘Om h1s place of employrn ent ts his residence

on Novembe* 22, 1963, Was no’c entlrely true On thlS lat’ter interview

Oswald stated he did board a city bas at his p! ace of emblo_;menc but
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after ?idin@ a block or two he left the bus due to the trafnc congestion

and took a city Cdb to hlS apartmen,t on North Bocklﬂy Street. Oswald

- stated that aﬂ:er arriving at his anartmem he changed his shirt and

trouse“s because they were dirty,

~.properly, includin two sea bags ang 3 couple of SUIth.SES stored theu
pro; g I

Oswald aemed that he was a member of the Communist Party and
stated he had nothmg agamst Premdem Kennedy personally, He ‘stated,
however, that in view of the eharges against him he did not desire to

discuss the matter rurther. Oswald denied shooting President Kennedy

and added that he wag not aware of the fact that Governor John Co_nnaﬂy

—

had also been shot,

The 'photograph of Oswald holding a nﬁ_e and Wearmg a holstered -
pistol was exhibited to him and Oswalg state-d he would not discuss the
pho cograph, Oswald statﬂd the head of the 1nq1v1cma1 in the phocograph

could be his but it was ontlrﬁly possﬂa?e that the pohce departmenf" bad

) superlmposed thls part of the photograph over the body of someone else.

E. The Assassination Weapon
————2reobiiation eapon
‘During the police search of the Texas School Book Deposztory |

Bmldmg, a rifle of Itahan maanactLre was found between some hoxes

'.._14_
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oﬁ't'he‘sixthi i’loor near the northwést Or oOpposite corner of the'building

from which the fatal shots Were fired. On exa mination, it was deter -

mmed LO be a 6 5 milllmeter Mannhchar

~Carcano, bolf.-a;c%ioo;"fclip—fed

rlﬂe ser 131 number C ?766 equlppea with a four ~power telescopic

sight of Japanese manufacture. (EXhibit 12)

A ozagram of the sixth ﬂoor of the Texas School Book Deposnox y

Buﬂdmo shows the locatlon of tne Wmdow

from which the fatal shots were

“fired and shows the location where the rifle was found by Dallas police

) oiflcnrs (ﬁ,xhlmt 13),

- A photograph of the riflé'andxof the blanket and loqg brown ) papfw

bag prcwoasiy 1‘8181’1 ed to is 1ncluacd showing the relative size of ea ch

(Exhibit 14)

Rifie Ordered by Oswald

" FBI mvestlgatlon determined that this rifie was parL of a sthment

of surplus Itahan mlhtary weapons purchasea for resale'in the United

States by Klem s Sporx,mg Goods Chlcago Illmozs The co:;ﬁpé.xis}’s'--m

records dlscloso that the rlfle identified by serial number C 2766 was

Shlpped mth r1f1e scope mounted on Narch 20 1903 by parcel pos’c

toA Hldell Post Office Box 29]5 Dallas, Texas (Exhlbl* 15) The

. gun was ordered by alrmall and the envelope was postmarke(’ MaI‘Ch 12,

1963, at Dallas. Payment was made by U. S. Postal Money O"cer

2,202, 130, 462 in the amount of $21 45, issued at Dallas, Texas,
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