- ~Dear Sir, " o ‘ ' : '
“.. gudience. T feel obliged to comment on some of the evidentiary problems

-v;;‘t film and their possible correlation with the sound of gunshots was discussed T
_in an unpublished paper written by critic Ray Marcus in 1965 and in Harold o .

3 Jay 1967 ?‘411\; ; 1' R

 Mr. Richard Salamt  ; .. . T S

President, CBS News

U SI8West 57 Street . LTy

- New York City 10019

The CBS News Inquiry on the Warren Report was marred by serlious error and ithe

fallacious reasoning which inevitebly will have misled and confused a general

L ' discussed in the News Inquiry.

The Time-Span of the Shots The blurring of some frames of the Zapruder“j.="::;’f_i_

L Weisberg's book Whitewash (page L7), wlhich has been in the hands of CBS for

©' a year or more. — That GRS seemed to cliim credit for this "discovery" suggests -. . Lo
'~ a sense of fair play that is also blurred. In any event, CBS cited only three .

. blurred frames (numbers 190, 227, and 318), suggesting that they indicated the
sound of gunfire four or five frames eaclier in each instance. There are two

4 " more frames, equally blurred, which CBS did not mention (numbers 195 and 203).
- If CBS wishes to argue that five blurred frames correlate with three rifle

~. shots, it should at least have acknowledged that there were five, not three,
such frames..

- The speed of the five test cameras is absolutely irrelevant to the time-span
of the shots. The only relevant camera is the one owned by Zapruder and used by

explain. In fact, there are reasons for rejecting the FBI finding-~that is, the
~ FBI testimony that a segment of the Zapruder film that took 5.6 seconds in the

" original took only about 3.5 seconds in a reenactment film utilizing the same

" camera. In other words, the camera said by the FBI to have operated at 18.3

+ frames per second on November 22, 1963 was running at about 24 frames per second
o on May 2L, 1964. The three-speed Zapruder camera can, in fact, be set to

‘. operate at 2l frames per second. At that speed, the alleged assassin would
‘havo had only 4.5 seconds in which to fire three shots, under the Warren

, Commission's reconstruction. Impartial examination of the evidence leads

" to a finding that the accused Oswald might have had a second less than

- estimated by the Commission, not as CBS postulated almost three seconds more.

-with respect o physical conditions than did the tests on which the Warren .
Commission relied. But both sets of tests ubilized expert and master riflemen
in no way to 1o ecquated with the maladroit Oswald. CBS reported the scores of

only feur oF “he D1 prrticirants in its tests, and one of these four missed two o 1-
ouL ol taroe oot One alrit oncably infer that the seven withheld scores .
mas faclixl tlcee w5 2s ous of ul » tries.  If marksmen of the highest order: o
misszd Tvo s 85 cu . o the o fow 0 three), the results of the rifle tests
wodd geom o oindic te that v -1 0 g not capable of the feat of marksmanship - |
ascrivcd o woabs o h thce xuoic. noand CBS. I fail to understand how the : .

nov-normality of Vsoocting 6 5 2o Cdent! would endow a marksman with skill he ¢

"him on the day of the assassination. ©BS rejected the FBI finding that Zapruder's _ .'.
“.- camera was operating at 18.3 frames per second, for reasons it did not trouble to.

larksmanship Tests The CBS rifle “ests achieved far greater verisimilitude

ha'l naver ~cqired or manifisted. - L e s TR

C .

-

7. . o T :
&,
L i
4 ooy




) 2.
The Wound Penctration Ballistics Tests

better simulation than did the Commission's tests.  But that very fact makes it Y T
allthe more astonishing that CBS drew from the test results conclusions flagrantly
opposite to those warranted. [Not one brllet in the CBS tests retained sufficient
velocity to penetrate the simulated thigh--not one. That does not "corroborate!

the single-bullet theory: that disqualifies it. Moreover, some bullets out of an

"~ unspecified total became spent and lodged in

.7 (simulated bone) before exhaustion. This e

In any case, it is not sufficient toc prove a bullet could have caused all the EEERES
wounds attached to the single-missile hypothesis (CBS did not prove that, it proved B T

.~ the opposite). Tt is necessary to prove al
: all the wounds and emerged virbually inbact
" tissue or fabric. Since this is an indisp
- to understand why CBS did not display or des
recovered in its tests--not one. Is oue to
.. that some or any of the CBS test bullets eme
'~ the stretcher bullet? I think not. Nor d
<. oversight. Pending elucidation or correcti

~that the test bullets were deliberately with

recovery would declsively invalidate the contrived stretcher bullet-single missile

hypothesis.
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rosyach i 1ot ¢ ullet
blocd, Lot . o» oG

oe CJaoz o f1one he U

corroarai oreris in acqid
Vidde the buld re g 20l %
1t carrinc v oace o)

bid2t covld nu . have b OVt a num
poirt alone, the corporal was exoneiased.

“he fulops - Photographs ead X-rays  Captain Humes told CBS that a diagram: - -
executed curing the autopsy, which placed the neck wound several inches below N
the neck, was nmeroly a sketch, an aide-memoire, not intended to be accurate or, -

The CBS tests again achieved far:

the simulated wrist. I should like to

. know the exact muber or percentage of tte total bullets that lodged in the simulated. =
“wrist. I should like to know.if any of the lodged bullets pierced the masonite -

ssential-data unfortunately was omitted. | -

so that one bullet could have caused
and undeformed, without traces of
ensable corollary, I am at a loss
cribe a single one of the bullets

assume from this singular omission - -/ "

rged in the same pristine purity as
oes this seem to me a careless

on by CBS, I am compelled to infer
held because thelr condition upon

=Ty T % Tsed 1i- oo tesbimomy before the Warren Commission with R
ro o IR was discovered. This bullet had no --. .« . -.
surface.  Just how siguificant this is may - - -
» very week of the CBS News Inquiry, an Army -~ | -

tted of a charge of homicide because .

he murder matched the corporalts gun, 8
A police expert testified that that -~ - i~

an body and emerged clean; on this -~ " . b

precisely to scale; but that the schematic drawings executed some three months

later vuder his dircction (on the basis of recollection and such aide-memoires . = AR
as were at his disposal) were both accurase and precise in depicting the wourd ' :
at a site markedly higher than in the cenemporaneous, diagram. In any case,
Captain Humes claimed, che measuremcnts written ia the margin of the diagram

PR

were correct, however inexact the positioming of the controversial "dot.m

C55 failed to pursie or challenge this explanation, as in consclence it S
should have don:, by poiuting out no marginal notations giving precise measure- - il

meuts for any other wouud, cut-down, or physical characteristic appear on the R

- dlagram; that every other entry in the diagram appears to be accurate, as opposed .- © - .

“...bo the crucial bullet wound in the back; that the clothing bullet holes match the " -
- diagram, not the schematic drawings; that a Secret Service agent saw a bullet hit .@ =

the President four inches below the neck; and that another Secret Service agent, .. “

summoned to the autopsy chamber expressly to

~ 8,
Rand

~ this wound was six inches below the neck, ...

witness the wounds, testified that = i
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wr, 078 asked Copbain Humes how many ol}.':-.‘ opales

g sshimabe of a thousand withoud further comment.
e aubopsies, if any, were forensic; and how mary
irvolved death by gumshob. wist cen perform & hundred thousand autopsics
on vichbins of cmc'w oy other zas {wideh contyib ma ¢ medical knov !l&dut;;
without zeguiring the slighbteni covpolence o perform & forengic aubongy. The

guagbion and answor, as they stand, were gyoosly nis l@adlné, to the viewer.

At the cloze of %
he had perforned, and accepm'
G388 failed Lo zsk how mawy of

.

:: *rj i—'

In ancther segmewnd of the 038 Mews Inguiry, (58 W'itic‘?.'?od the VWarren
wais dlon for accepting the self-vindicsiion of the FBI with eopect o
sliegad clondsstine rc'* ghlonghip wit mid. LS Captain YHumes to be
Z‘t?ll’hv@d to vindicate his subopay report and bds testimony, by himself
mmbc.micaumg“ the autopsy photographe and X~rays?  The very least thal
CE8 shovld have done was to ind i i

oy 1i8 sudlience t}:fﬁ, Representative Theodore Re
¥upferman reaumcm peradlssion for Drue ?&l}.m)‘:‘ Telpera and Cyril H. WWechlt to
exarine the photographs ard X-reys, and that the x:‘ aquest ¥as denied. (ne can
better ovaluate Captain Hmes? subhentication inm the light of the knowledge thal
two such oubstanding forensic pabheloplsts were barred from looking ab this
evidenca.

The Head Skot  (BS5 as
shot Ygppesrs Lo move the r‘

criad thal the Zapruder film reveals that the fatal
cglden t head brc-t.’ in i‘actj the 14,1m s’w s t‘m‘&
b Grce 133’ 3

3

thoe head was slamned bacd

{38 szid that experis dis “Lcmmomd,
wirile the critics mgard i"a 5 p*"om 'z,hm: t"m :eml ghot was f‘ima from &
et T

position in froot of the car and not from the FBook uclwsz.tofyv

ne by Dan Rabher of Dr. Charles Wyckoff, Welber
Vz'o Icite said that we hed hes ﬂd HoTie explenation as to how & hesd could move
vackward after being sbruck from behind.®

After showrine an inter

-

g such explanation, since ir. Hather
:wi tf:sr in ip. Ratherts omvtion sor in
don mzsam*“m of the backward thiust of the
had szld bhat YSome critics agy that by the
explosion of the bullet oo the front side
g

That is 2 flab Je. I
had completely misstabed t}e i

Dr. Wyckelfia reply was oh
head uo:m bullet inpach. M:
ver;,r fact that you con clearly

of the President, that that cerbs '-“:-,r indlcates the bullet came from the front.®
7 now of 1o crrm.c who hing eve such 2 t:zinﬁ’, nor do I thivk ir. Hathe
nows of one.  Poth he and Mr. ::sahz*%,@ have falsely sbated the posmition of the
critics and the import of Dr. Wyckoif's czpimu"} on thig decisive qwst.ton af
evidence on the direetion of the fatal ghot. ‘he m.smyre&ant ation is s¢

"

grave that I cannot imagine thal your will wish %o pexmlt 1t o stand uwncorrected.

Drs G ;il ?E’ec}"t found 1t guite unlikely and difficult to sccept the baciw
recoll as a response 10 & bullet from behind the heed: Physiclst R. A, J¢ Riddle,
who was neither coz‘zbul*:,ed nor meutioped by GBI, wrote in the Jan@,«rv 1947 Roamaris,

. "W

Tho wotlon of ¥ennedyts nocl;f in hma 13-323 is ‘totallg
lnconszstc:m YLT ne NG s il o "‘"ov{z Ik
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W o oo 0 omioc.on concealed froit the American people the very fact of the
bacicierd olae st of the President!s body in reaction to the head bullet, which

. no one who views the Zapruder film can fail to sece. CBS did disclose this

.. crucial evidence, perhaps because it could no longer be disregarded as a result

v of the information which critics of the Warren Report have been able to bring
before the p'blic. Bub in discussing and attempiing to neutralize the import -
of this cvidrmce, OBS engaged in blatant misrepresentation of an exceedingly .
v~ly noouve.  Unless there is an early and specifie rectification, it will : -
tn imesc bl to avoid the conclusion that CBS has attempted to whitewash the - - = . i -
frauvduleni il rren Report and to engage in a massive propaganda effort to o ST
corfuse ¢r corvert public opinion, while pretending to do the honorable work
of a free press. ¢

.. radio dispatcher, an important witness in the Tippit murder who was never
. questioned by the Warren Commission or its investigators. Jackson's statements
" to CBS were false. Central Oak Cliff was not ummanned by police officers ) i
" when Jackson allegedly instructed Ko.78 (Tippit) and No.87 (Nelson) to proceed .. !
*- there. Some%police patrols are normally assigned to central Oak Cliff. : EER A
" Only two of them had been redeployed to the scene of the assassination. , sl
©.7. The others were present in their assigned districts, including the officer
.7 responsible for the district in which Tippit was shot. It was Tippit's om =~ | .
- district that was left unpoliced when he departed from his assigned location, . R T
. not 50 OV S 495 T e s the district in : :
" ° Which he was murdered. —

Finally, I refer to the CBS interview of Murray Jackson, Dallas Police o R

R Moreover, Jackson claimed that he had reacted to a report of disturbance - R A
*+ on 10th and Patton by signaling Tippit because he knew that "*J.D. was the only R :
. one that should have been in Oak Cliff." Even CBS should have noticed that T £
""" this explanation collides with the so-called simultaneous instruction issued S i
-, by Jackson at 12:45 p.m. to Tippit and Nelson. Having dispatched Nelson to - S -
..~ central Oak Cliff, how could J ackson Minow" that Tippit was the only one who -
"~ should have been there? : ;

Y During its review of the Tippit case, CBS played selected excerpts from
~ the sound record of the police radio--for example, the actual sound of the

- citizen reporting a shooting, which is not in dispute. I canuot understand

.- why the actual sound record of Jackson's instruction to Tippit and Nelson at
~ 12:45 p.ms was not played, since it is in dispute, nor why CBS preferred to

» rest on Jackson's unsworn, self-contradictory statements to a CBS interviewer

.- after a passage of more than three years. .

e e e e semermie s s

Time does not permit me to deal with other inadequacies in the CBS News , : ,
© Inquiry, many of which are no less serious than the examples I have discussed. oy
~No student of the assassination can fail to notice that the defects of the S e ?
' CBS Inquiry, like those of the Warren Report, whether errors of commission or - . SRR
_errors of omission, are characterized by one constant: they invariably work . - - = .

1o the disadvantage of the accused assassin., The significance of this
“phencmenon is self-evident. I am distributing copies of this letter to the
. press and other interested parties. S
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