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When the Tlouse of Represcentatives voted on February 2 to give
two‘mdre qwonths of 1ife to its beleaguered sclect committee
investigating the assassinalions of President Kennedy and Martin
Luther King, Jr., many felt Lhat Lhé [Touse was mcreiy searching
for an easy wav to case the committec oul of cxistenc?.

That the probe is indeced nearing extinction was cdnfirmed‘
by House Speaker Thomas (Tip) O'Neill on February 25 when he told
a Washingﬁon telc?ision audience that unless the COmﬁittee was
to find "sensational" evidence by March Zi,whén its temporary
furnding expires, "the chances arce Lhat the commillce will go
out of business atl the end of March." Lxpanding upon his rcmarks
0'Neill flatly stated ghat if the committee could fnot produce
proof of conspiracy '"the committee ién't going to Dbe contiﬁ—
ued,"

This pronouncement by 0'Neill was tantamount to a death

ins uﬂ’ic,ed '
sentence since temporary funding is neksguest=owewsh to per-

mit even limited travel hy the staff, and in view of the fact that
the probe has been virtually -immobilizcd for weeks -— lacking
: Lo N

subpeona power or the power to compe} testimony; their access to
longﬁdistancc phone calls shﬁt~off; even their access to FBI,
CIA qnd Secret Service filos.torminated. There arc many who
would argue that Warren Commission critics have amply documented'l
the conspiracy soucht by O0'MNeill, hut Congress is unlikely to
be swaved by anvthing less than a smoking aun at this point.

The fate of the nsénssination iﬁvnstigation was most likely
sealed when open feuding ecruptoed holit-;r-r-n Lhe Chadrman, envy

Al

N, Gonzalezr ((ev, = bewmy) ond Lhe vesy o Lhe comittee -— a feud
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which has heen larpgely mi.Qr?‘{p'rl}st;rt.}"i)liéfi; as solely involving whether
or not-Chief‘Counse] Richard AL Sprague should remqin wilth the
committee,

Gonzalez was denicd the chairmanship of the committee last
year deSpitc the fact that protocol usually assures that position.
to the originator of the resolution  establishing a selecct committee.
A primary factor in the denial of the chair to Gonzalez was his
identigication with tﬁe so-called "lunatic fringe" of Warren
Commission critics((most notably Yippié leader A.J. Weberman,
the forward to whose hook "Coup D'Etat In America® waé written
by Gonzalea. Weberman claims to he one of the few Commission
critics not employed by the CTA), ~There were many who felt that
hon1a107' somewhat f{lakey reputation could lead to embarrassmpnt
Tor thn committece -- espccially during its formative first
few months,

Denial of the Chairmanship never sat well with Gonzalez, and
upon achieving that position following the retirement of 1nter1m
Ghalrman Thomas N. Bowning (Va. - Dem,) Gonzalez made no effort
to hide his dissatisfaction with the manner in which his pre-
decossqr'hnd conducted the dnvestipalion.

Gonzalez' offorts to assume control of Lhe commatltece reéeived
their first rebuff on FFebruary 8 when the eleven other members
refused to support his demands for stafll culs pending input from
Sprague. Sprague opposed the cuts, contending, apparently with
the support of the committee, that the voluntary 35% tenporary
pay cut  taken by the staff was sufficjnnt to allow continued op-
eration of the committee within the ai]otted interim budget of
$8%,000 per month if the commitlioco spert frugally., He argued that,

to Tire a single staffer would amount to betrayal of the pood



falth ench had exhibiled in coming abourd. 'The apparenl con-
sensus of the commitlee was to procecd rapidly with thelr man-
daled taslo of adopling rulesiand {ivdpoging a revi sed budpget,,

1t the commitice was ro—constiluted and recasonably funded, tLhe
thinking went, staff cuts would be unnecessary. Otherwise the
entire matter would be moot since everyone would be looking for
a job anYway. Gonzalez meanwhile arpued (apparently with.some
Justification) that even with the pay cuts it would be virtually
impossible for the committee to operate within its slim budget
at the present 75-man staff level.

Just exactly whal transpired btheen [February 8 and 10
®¥hen Gonzalez Tired Spraguc —-— giving him two hours to clear out -=
depends upon whether one listens to sources in Gonzalez' office
or sources on the committece staff. What is certain is that the
acti&n took the%rest of the committee completely by surprise; "I
knew there was friction Zﬁetween Sprague and Gonzaleg7," commented
one committee member, "but nothing this serious."

The fTiring of Sprague late Thursday —-- after most of the
Commiﬁtce members had left Washington for the Lincoln's Birthday
break and followed immediately by Gonzalez' departure for his home
in San Antonio -- was widely interpreted as deliberéitely planned
timing. Coming as Tﬁ did upon the heels of Gonzalez' likewise
unilateral request of Attornev General Bell that staff access
to IFBI files Dbe cut off and by his similar rcqueﬁt of-thQ‘Sccret
Service and €14, the result was virtnnl insurreclion on Lhé part
of thC: rest of the commitiece, Overruling Lhe Chairman on the
technical grounds that only I'thc (,:m:mn;_ ttee had {he power to fire
Spraguc 811 eleven commitlce memhers. anthorizoed Lhnir signatures

to o letter informine Soracue to disresard the orders of ihe
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Chatriwan -~ n cicar vebuflf Lo Gouvzaler which gdceems Lo have no
comparahlice precedent bn o rocent Limes,

Fronfcnlly, in a Televigion Hiterview t,ui[;nd hatore Gonzaley
fired Sprague but aired afterwards :(:’}Ozma'l e7. , when asked why he
had not yet fired Spruguelrep]ied that he lacked the authority.

Gonzalez further cxacerbated the situation hy ordering Kenueth
Brooten, a lawyer hired at Gonia]ez‘ urging last September, to as-
sume the role of acting Staff Bircctor and Chief Counsel., Gon-
zalez informed the press that if Sprague rcmained it would be with~
out pay since only the Chairman cah'certify the payroll. "le's
off the payroll as of now," Gdnzaiez was reported as saying. "Thefe's}
no power on Earth that can compelﬁhé to put him hack on."

Going yvet one step furthéf; Gohzalez -—- obviously in no mood
to compromise with his rechellious committee —-— requested the
Mouse Administrétion Committee to order the long—-distance phone
access of the committee staff terminated.

During all of this Gonzalez' only communication with the rest
of the committee took the form of a "dear colleague" lettler
jostifying his actions. 1t was Sent‘to each member and sim—-

il tancously released to the press. ITn a telephone interview
Gonzalez!' Administrative Assistanf Gail Beagle defended the unilatérai
actioh of the Chairman asserting'tﬁat the investigation was out

of contrel and criticizing the other committec members for not
supporting the actions of Gonzalez. "The committce must be

brought under Gonzatez' controt,” éhn explained ant the timé,
characteriziug the other members as "prima donnas,” just like

Sprague,

Wilth the commilleoe scheduled Lo weet in public session Lhe
following Vednesdayv (2/106) Gonzaler made no abtenpt Lo cormmnic-—

ale with the rest of Lhe commillee in an effort Lo privately



EIERES [
. .

lron out dirficutties, One commli bt,;}(: mnemher, hoping that the
mecling woultd bhe held in’cxoggtiyg:ﬂcssion and that Gonzalez ﬁould
not press for a pnh]icAshnwdnwn commen Lo “Conznlez has to rcalize
that this is it." "If this thing fails," he added "that's the

end —— forever." Jlle added that Sprague was no longer the

central issue. Another source close Lo Lhe committee conceded
Lthat what had bhegun as a conflict between Gonzalez and Sprague -
had clearly nmushroomed into a war of wills between Gonzalez and
the rest of the committee.

Hopes that some attempt at compromise could be reachéd in pri-.
vate were dashed at the February'IG'committee meeting. TFollowing
nearly five hours of discussion-of ru]gs to be adopted Gonzalcez
launched into the reading oﬂfalié—page prepared statement de-
fending his sacking of Spra Jﬁuewdesplte the fact that two commlttee 1:
mentbers had earller~ag;¢e& that they would oppose a publlc discu851on_
of the matter. Congressman Richardson Preyer (N. Car. - Dem.l,
Chairman of the sub-committee presiding over the Kennedy 1nvest1g~ .
ation, objected, saving "I don't think we want to have a Wed-
nesday Afterncon Massacre, " referrlng to the obvious 111—tempers
like]y to flare hefore the camergS'iE Lhe Sprasgue matter was taken
up. Gonzalez stunncd nearly cveryone present by launching into
an attack upon Preyer, one of the most respect *d members of the
louse, accusing him of having "an  intemse desire to be Ghairmanf.w
of the committec,

Over €onzalez' objections the cight committee members present
unanimously voted to adjourn. In iﬁn hizarre scene that F6110w0d
Gonzalez continued to read his hill of particulars agaidst Sprague.
~to the press while the rest of the committee and staff filed out .

of the chamber,
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In the press conference that follo%ed Gdnzalez maintained
that he bad no intention of letting Sﬂrague stay or resigning him-
self regardless of what the other committce members felt. "If
they [Ehe committee momber§7 ask me to drop :Inad, I'm not going
to comply with their wish,":he said "when ésked if he would accede
tx)szxmmdttee request that he step down as chairman of the
committee,
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It is difficult to conceive at this point of a compromise
that could reconsile Gonzalez and the rest of the committee.

It is even more difficult to conceive of the full ITouse, more
waedded to'protocol‘than to the queétion of who killed Kennedy
and King, reconstituting a.committee that did not include
Gonzalea& as Chairman, ass thus publicly humildating him.
Nevertheless Congress is acutely a&are that it will be accused
of covering up if the current probekis shut down,

One conceiveable face-saving scénario might be for the House
to turn thé entire matter over‘to'thc Scnate Intelligence
Committee which, this reporter has confirmed, has quietly resurrected. -
its investigation of the Kennedy assassination under the directicn
of Scnator Gary lart (Co] - Dem;)‘ |

Such a move wou]d hardly warn tho hearts of critics who felt
that Lhc dimited investigation conductod by the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence last year .was a further whitewash of
the Kennedv assassination,

LastAyear's Senate probe, chaircdjhy Hart and Senator Richard
% Schweiker (Penna, -~ lep.) (')p'm“:xt,mrl_‘.undn:r the limited mandate
of invéstigaLLnr 1he pcrformancé of!thc intelligence agencices

with resnect to Lhejir iavestircration of Lhe assassinatbion of Pres-
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ident Kennedv, Thysiical cvidence was not reviewed,'nor was the
most central and controversial finding of the Warren Commission:
‘whether Lec lHarvey Oswald had indeed killed the President.

The report of the Senate documented the fact that J. Edgar
[loover had regarded the Warren Commission as an adversaxy and that
the FBT had conducted a narrow investigation focused only on
Oswald, faiting to conducl a broad investigation into the
possihdlity of a foreign or donestie conspiracy. The ceport
failed to draw the thious concliusion, however, name¢ly that the
Warren Report could no longer be considered a valid document if
thi§ were truc cven assuming that thc Commissioﬁ had attempted,
for its part, to conduct an unbiased investigation. The Warren
Commission, after all, was complctely déféhdent upon the ¥BI as
i1ts principle investigative arm,

The Senate report also faultéd senior FBI and CIA officials
for failing to appraise the Warrdn Cormmission of the U.S, plots
against Castro in view of the fact that Oswald had apparently
bhad both pro-and anti—Castrq tids prior to the assassination,

Despite recognizing the possibility o’é domestic plot the
Schweilkker/Tlart report leaned heavily toward the "if there was
a congpiracy it was probably Casfro‘s" angle ignoring or glossing
over several lcads hinting toward somggintelligence function
for Oswald, Several important 1éad8 pointing toward possible
involverment by orpanized crime and Cuban cexilces. among olhers
were simitarly alosscd over.

Critics also pointed out that to speculate as to the possible
forces behind the assassination Witﬁout any attempt being made to
resolve Lhe rguﬁs‘:t‘ion of Oswald's guilt represented a clear case

of putling the carri:aese befoee the horse,



Thoe facl Lhoal Hact i dirvrecling Lho fiew Henole probhe dooes
not instill confidence thah the new 'J,n\r(mtif{'atden will bhe

any more thorough than the ]ast DeSpitc the fact that the

i

Senate committee's findings obviously spread a dark shadow over

the entire Warren Commission investigation Illart was widely

bei
quoted as"ggtisfied that Oswald had acted alone, contendlnp that

the question still to be resolved was not whether he did it but f**h&f:ja

~

why he did it., 1Ilart joined other members of the Intelligence
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commlttee in calling for a further 1nvest1gation of Oswald's

futuré" of the 1nvestigat10ns into the asgassinations of Presidenb
Kennedy and Dr. Martin Laiher kinp ‘scems as {]0uded as ecver., 1t
seems more and more likely that the answers will be a long time

in coming.




