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The Commission has asked us to prepare a short
memorandum outlining in what respects the information ’
obtained from Hosenko confirms or contradicts in?orwﬁtion
we have from other sources, i

' 4 '
v& \ Ivanovich Nosenko -

- Nosenko's testimony to the FBI 1s the only infdféfff’
mation we have on what he knows about Lee Harvey Oswald, . -
(Commission Documents No. 434 and 451,) Perhaps more useful
inTormation could He gained if we were to question Jyosenko - ;,4
directly, but it is unlikely, Nosenko told the reorbscntative Y

: “of the FBI who questioned him that he had given a11 the s '

e 1nformation on Oswald he possessed. , e

R Fost of what Nosenko told the FBI confirms hnab AL
already ¥now frcm obher sources and most of i1t does nob |
involve irportant facts, with one extremely significant -~

exception, This exception is Nosenko's ciztemznt that Lee -
Harvey Csyald was never tra incd or used =5 an agent of tha .°
. Soviet Unlon for eny purpose and that ric uogngf~ﬁffﬁ_Efﬁ_§53 _

- made, atterpted or conterplated alfter lie left the Sovieb - ’»:ii~l -

- Unlon and rcturned to the Urited States. Nosenko's oplnion on
* these points i8 especirlly valuable because, according to his f
"*"own testimcny at icast, hls position wilth the KGB was such..
"that had there been any subversive relationship between uhe - e

"l
’

- Scviet Unicn and Oswald, he would have iicwn about 1t. - wsine

EEL

ooenlo s statenent to the rBI conTirms our infor-
mation frcw other sources in the follecwing rcspectst

: l. rrior to Ouxala's arrival in Russia in the fall
of 1952 he hizd nc contacts with agents of the Russian

government or cf the Luuornationul Cormanist Party who were

_in turn in contact with the Russian govcrasment., (Oar i
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TO: The Commicsion

FROM: #¥11l14am T. Coleman, Jr.,

V. David Slzv/son
SUBJECT: Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko

The Commission has asked us tec prepare a short
memorandum outlining in what respects the information ’
obtained from Hosenko confirms or contradicts in?ornation
we have Trom other sources, Sy 4

i L ' Nosenko's testimony to the FBI 1s the only 1nfor-5
' mation we have on whzt he knows about Lee Harvey Oswald, ..
(Commission Documents No, 434 and 451,) Perhaps more useful .
information could be gained if we were to question Nosenko - ,
directly, but it is unlikely, Nosenko told the ren;cscntative
. "of the FBI who questicned him that he had given a11 the il e
e o 2 1qformation on Oswald he possessed. -
e Fost of what Nosenko told th° FBI confirms ‘what we
already ¥now from obther sources and most of i1t does nobt -
involve important facts, with one extremely signiflcant - 771
"exception., This exception is Nosenko's ciatement that Lee
Harvey Cs:;ld was never trained or used =s an agent of the
5 Soviet Unlon for any purpose and that rnic contact with him was’
- made, attcunted or contemplated alfter Jie left the Soviet: "",u, .
- Ualon and rctuxngd to the Urited States. losenko's cpinion on:-- -
these points 18 especlerlly valuable because, according to his f
‘own testimcny at lcast, hls position Vibh the XGB was such:.
"that had there been any subversive relationship between »he e

Ay 'ﬂ Soviet Unicn and Oswzld, he would have kucwn about it., - 3?17 .

L ooen}o s statement to the FBI confirwss our infor-
mation frow other sources in the following rcspectss

.- 1. Frrior to Ouxala's arrival in Russia in the fall
of 1952 he had no contazcts with agents of the Russlan

government or cf the International Cormanist Party who were

_iIn turn in contact with the Russian governsent. (Oar ey

ce: Mr. Rankin's File ' DECLASSIFIED
lr., Colemap e EO. 11652, Sec.

‘J]'uI‘. Slaws = = = T== == = Q,IAR»DGhﬁ_-Z-?é

Maill Room Flles




Y- 1

s REBCVEE,

independent sources on this are cxtreugly vear
g particulsy

e simply ¢o nct have much information cn thi
subject. I

2. vhncn Cswald arrived in the Sovict Union he ras
4traveling on a temporary tourist visa bubt very guickly mac
knoxn to the Russian authorities that he gdesirced Yo reciin
perpancntly in fhe USSR and wanted to become & Jeviet eitlzen.
He made kacwn his intention to his Intourist pulde at the
Hotel Berlin in ligscow. This Intourist gulde was a KGB
informer.

3. Osvalf was advised through the Intourist Inter-
pretc; that he would nobt be yc:_l.ultt»t:d to remaln in Russia
permanently znd that he would therefore have to leave that
country when nis te*pcrx;y visa expired,

4, Upon learning that his rcoquest to remain in

Pussia permanently had bBeen deénled, Oswald slashed hils wrist .
in his room ot the Hobel Berlin in an apparent attesmpl to
commit sulcide, was found by ¢he Intouriet interprefer wuheén
he failed to appear for an appointment that evening, and was -
jwmediately taken to a hoepital in Foscow for txedtuent. "hisj
hcspital was the Bot}iuska}a Hcapiual : ‘ T : "

- 5. Oswa ld wau questioned by doptcrs at tHe hOuDital
und told them that he attempted suicide because he was not
' orhnved perinission to repain in Russile.

i 6. Gswuald was assigned to Miosk prebably b 1%
i3 above average {or cleanliness and nuoc n facilitie

. woa’d therefore create 2 good 1mpeession for bhim,

ccause
g, and

s

- 7. Cswald appeared at the Soviet Erb;ssv 1n Hnaico
01ty and aaked for a Qowiet *e~cnt”y viﬂa.' :

.- 8. ikcsenko was £hown certaln portions of our file
cn Oswald, includinz a scetlon vhich 5L¢iﬁd that Cawald
- recelived a wmonthly subsidy from the Soviet Read Crocs. On
geeinz this stztement, Hesenko commented that it is noroal
prgctice in the Scvieb Union to cauge the Red Crezs to mzke
 paycents te emigres and defectors in ordzsr to assist Chem to
“enjoy a better standard of living than crdinary Scviet
" eitizens enzased in similar occuputicns,., (lNesenko also said,
that the subsidy Oswald recclved was probably Lhe minlom

.)

2
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given nnder such circumstanccse. This is news to ug, 2lthough
it 15 not inccusistent with other information we have.)

g9, Cswald wa2d in possesalon of a gun vilch w28 uscd l
to shoot ratbits while he wasg 1iving in Hinsk (MNesernico said
he learncd inic upon reviewing Oswald's file after the '
essassination Gf Fresident Kennedy when, under the clrcum-
stances, he took particular note of this fact.)

' . 1G. Taere 48 no KGB or GRU trainlng schcol in the
de vicinity of Kinzk. _ . »

"31. A1l mail addressed to the Amcricad Embassy in
loseon, thercefcre, also 1ncluding Lee Haecvey Ose2ld's nz=il so
adaressed, 1s "reviewed” by the KGB in Loscow, Hosenko said
that this is routinely done but he added that he personally .
had ro part in the review of, or knowledge of such reviews -~ -
of Dswald!s corresponGenie, - . - . Bw e B

.

ey I -

: 12, Xo publicity appeared in the Sovieb press or -l
soviet radio regarding Cswald's arprlval or departure frem the -

- Soviet Pafon or on his attempted sulcide, {(Our evidence on %
this is sienly ncgative, that t8, wme have no ¢vidence that .+
there vwas any such publicity,); e L e BEN T

GnoootT 7 13, Cswald was regarded as a "poor worker™ by his.
- superiors ia the factory at lilnske g o g

e Y The following information obteined {rom Hosenko 18 -
nob available te us from any other source. As will be seen, .
1% generally ¢oes not add much to cur knowledye about Oswald © ¢
put rather supnlies baciground Information on Seoviet activitvlea -
_pelabing to his residence in Russias . .- , foee.l A Sl

3

f— AR C -

.1, Tae KGB in tosecowr, alfter analyzing Cswald throuzh
. yarlous interviews and confidential informants, cdetermined

. 'y that Oswald wag of po use to them and that he appearcd "sone-
B wvhat abrnormal.” . . . _

Wit o® 5. The LGB aid not know about Oswala's prior miili-
. V,tary cervice and even if they did, 1% vould have been of no
: - particular gignificance to theme :

: 3. ‘hen the KGD was advised by scame cther Minlstry
‘of the Soviet & ate that the decision had been made o permid
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Oswald to stay ln Fucsoiz and st 2 s 0s to resice in Idnsk,
1t brought Oswald'e file up to Gute cud treneferred ¢ to its
branch office in linck., The cowve 1cttcr forvarcdlisng the

Ifile to Ilinsk, preparcd by cnc of llusenko!s subordinctces,
brieflly sumsariced Czwald's case znd dingstructed the brzenegh
office to take no actlon concernin: him except to "paccively”
cbserve nis activiti

T

4
3 tc make surc he was net an hr:‘i01n
e

A

L

intelligence azent tosporarily domiant.  (Oswald cid tell ¢
Y Averican friendé cnce thiat on cnge ¢r fuo occesions in N*nuk he
had heard that the VD had 1n”uirCu of neighbors cor fcllow

workers about him.)

L, According %o the routine of the XKGB, the only
cc“eﬂ ge of Oowzlé during his séay in HMinsk would have con-
\/ sisted of perlozdic checkus a¢ his place of eaployment fn641ry
of nzighbors, other assccliates, and revicw of his ma

3 y - 5. Uhen the KGB was agked about Cswald's applicl~. - -
V/tion for a re-entry visa made in Mexleo City, it “"’oﬁﬂcndcd Sigen
that tﬁe appliCZLiOu be oénieﬂ

-\-., ST A o

5. Sho tly h"ter the ass ﬁsoina*ion, Tosenko was . .
alled to his office for the purpose of dPuC"D5n4ng vhether.
his Deparbment had any information concerning Oskald.  Yhen-o-7uxl %
.a search of the olf*ue records disclesed that information was -
" available, telephone conbact was lmmediztely made with the - ;
EGB branch office in Minsk, The branch office dictated a Y
surmnary of the Oswald file to Foscow cver the teleghene. This
BWHSATY ineluced a statocment that the Pinok IPB had cndeavored:
to "influence Cswald in the rcight dircction.” Tais Silﬁeﬁ?nt
-greatly alarr.ed the Eczoou office, ¢speclitlly in view of
their 1 trdﬂtio:s to Hingk that no acticn was to be Taken on-
QOswald e"fcot to "panslvely observe” his activitices. :
Pccordinﬂlb, the co plete Cswald file at Hinsk was ordered vo
-Ba flown st cnce via military siveraft to Foscow for examlina-
~tion. It furned out that all this stetement referred to vwas
. . thab ag uncle of IHarina Oswz 1d, a lisubtcenant colonel in the
o+ loecal militia at Kinsk, had approached Cswald and sugzected
that he not be tco critical of thc Seviet Union when he -
reburned to the Unlted States, '

"’J 4]

T. HMaripa Cswsid w2s cnce a member of Ioncanol bub
was Gropped for nenpoymen mt of ¢uca., (§ 3Lina teld the Cormise
° |lelon she was 8 member of Kemsomol, Lut she has been iacenslis-
’g,tcnt on kky he was CfOpJed ) : -




8. The Hinsk LKGD Dlic on Csvald contasined

v/ gtatements from fellow hunters {hat he was an extremcly pocs

kot and that 1t vas scectlnce necessary for them to provicc
hiwm with gamne. , : '
J

g9, After the sgsasoination, the Soviet geovermnent
provicded about 20 Fnslicsh-gpeaking men/who wWere assicnad Lc
the immediato vieinity of ihe Averican Fbassy in [loscow ©O
tosare that no disreopect was #htwn by the Soviet citizens
during this perlod.

10, Some other aszency, Just which agency Hoscnlko
says he does not knci, subseguently decided that Osuald would
be permitted bo stay in nussla, on its responsibility.
Hoscnko speculates that this other agency was either

£t

~r

10

' soviet Red Cross or the ¥inistry of Forelign Affairs. This
V/ bit of information fits in espceially nealbly with Oswald's
own statements that the Coviet offlcials he met after his

. suleide atbempt were new to him, aod d1d not necm to have

~ _been told by his earlicr interrogatora anything aboul him, )

S e folloving information glven by Hosenko tends to .

© gontradict information which we haye from ofher sourcest

.

'f¢5%'“f high degree of crediviiity.

e, Nosenko says that after Oovald was releasecd o
from the hespital vhere he was treated for an attempt to commit -
suicide, he was told agaia that ha would have to leave the '
Sovict Union and thereupon threatened to make a second atbempt
£o take hig own 1ife. Oswzld's owm diary of this time contains
no mention of a thrent te malke a cecond attempt at suleide or
of any post-hospitalizatlcen statement by the Soviets that he
would st1l) have to rcturn to the United Statea, Of course,
Opwald's own account of these setivities '3 nob entitled to a

E

2, Moscnio says thot there ara no Soviet regula-

“""%ions which wonld have prevented Cswald from traveling from

" Finsk to Foscow without obtaining first permicsion to do so. .
“ue have Anformation from the CIA and the State Department thet
sush repulations exist, although they mre apparently rather
casily -- and frequently -- violated.
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