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s-unscad PRLSTIDE 'S COLUISSLION

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDERY KENNEbY

e s . . ; Tucsday, June 23, 1664

“The President's Comnission met, pursuant ©o not:
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10:00 a.m., at 200 Maryland Avenue, Hortheast, Vashington, D, C,,
Chlef Jystice Farl Warren, presiding..

PRESERNT ¢

g

Chief Justice Earl Varren, Chairman

Representative—Gerald R, Tord, Memier

g Allen W, Dulles, lember
J. Lee Rankin, General Counsel BECLASSIRED
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s presenc: Chicd Justice lcvrcu and Renresentatgive
LC' ...u.J N IE;.)

. Ford.) ‘ - :
_ . . ' A’..lnont'{c"p‘-c\ Q_(;‘ "litL‘l 4
The Chairman. Cn the record, b7 ﬂlb? mmsmm[HLl7?

N

m ~ Rep. Ford. Mr, Chle? Justice, T received lach Triday a number
of these darafis, and L[ have looked cover several oi them. And
e 2 s g H ~ oy - 7] 1

the tne entitled "Lec Harvey Cswuald's LiTe in Russia’, a'_y

- _ preparations and so forth, about L70 scme pages -- in thc
120 or 130 pages, L noticed at least 10 re:
to Miv, Mesenko's vieus,

rst, to my knoviledge, vie have never had fr. Mesenlo before

e

r
the Commisslon, nor have ve taken deposltions nor have I seen

any I'.B.I., or C.,L.R, reports on him.

If we are going to use Ghat he says -- L will %ell you in

o mirute why I don't thinKAwe should -- ué ought

membcrs of the Commission, the bhasis upon which these statements
are included in the proposed draft.

S} Secondly, I have beeﬁ led to believe, by people wio I believe

(a)
AL

o, that there is a grave question about the reliability of

V)

Iir., Mesenko being a bona fide defector,
Now, if he is not a bhona fide defector, cvhenwiderro circum-

tances should we use anything that he says about Oswald or

anything else in our record. And even if he is subsequently

-

proven to be a bona fide defector, I would have grave guestions
about the utilization of what he says concerning Jswald.

{Av this polnt, IMr. Dulles entercd the hearing room. )
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Rep.Ford. llow, --

The Chairman. Gz anybedy elsc.
S - '
Rep. Tord.. Or anybody clse.
’) T cannot help -- I feel so strongly about thiz that I just

the Commission has got to wake a decisicn on 1t.,
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I have a very strong susplcion - and I cannct document it

0

any more than we can docunient what he says here about the Oswald

‘casc -~ thai I, Hesenko could very uell be a pleéns -- not oniy
for other reasons, but for the Cswald case, ond if he is
uneel

iable for'other reasons, he-gould be_thorcaghly unveliable
as far as Gswald is concerned. .Iu viould be a very casy
the Sovieﬁ 'nion.to plant hlm here for & dual purpose -- one for
other‘reasons,.and onc to erxtricate themselves from any implica;
tion in the assassination. 1

And, for these reasons, T think the Cormission nght to vake
up, ‘one, whether ve ought fo get more snforraticn abond
' Mesenko ~-- as far as I know, we have ndné, except.rumor and»
so forth. And, secondly, whether even 1T vie got more informatlon
from him in direct testimony or deposition, un;bh er Jeru ne
tc use it under any cirvcumstances at the present time,

The Chairman. I agree with you.

Lee, vou will remember, I talked fo you akout thait, oo,
gome timg apo ~- that we should not rely on this man In any hay -
certainly not'unless the 3tate bepa;tmént and the C.L.A. vouch
for him, which they.willnot do. And we haa thﬁ? ;ifgpat is in

. G\ < )
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?’ Hr. Ranlin, 10av was.ory ovne secolrd . O, vl JUAouv LU, VOU
‘remcimber. ‘ e : -
The Chairtan, Yes. But I amfalbfgig to defectors, and
Lo . I just think we shouldn't put cur trus
it ds ¥nown absblutely‘and poslvively that he is telliang the
cruin -~ unless he can be corrobo: rated inrevdry VGUOCC . And wé'
conrot corroborate t
thiﬁg.if>W€ were_tb rely on him %o ;iJ extenty, and then it -should
latcr come ous that‘heluas a plant or was not a true gefector;

So I think exactly ¢ e you do, Jerry, I uculd voté on the
Comirission not to use his testimony. vihen we come Lo discussiag
it

Reps Ford{ I just vanted - I thought at
ouglkt to bring‘it up, And I uanted . you to kaow, and the other
Comrisslon members t)know; my strong feelingsbin this regard.

I am delighted té get your reaction.

) : - When the time comes ©o make the decisiﬁn, ve will all have ﬁo

at is polnt possibly v:‘ng

<
<

wake 1t. Buab we should not start ow

wﬁat we are us lﬂB.O‘ his comments, vhen in the Linal’analysis_rn

it wight be completely unreliable and tndesirable.

?5% ir, Dulles. lay I just add that I ccncur in what you said,
Mr. Chalrman, and in'what,Jerry sald.

-~ 7

Over the vieckend I had an opporunity to discusis the llosenko

‘c,'r(“,’
by}h

P & 7.\ . K on AN i d .




- = i = s Ler "vh‘ i
/ /‘v N/W’ ‘II~7Q/—
rpatier in sonc detalil with ny formec? cowlcarnu,, uﬂd uLGy arc

not yet in a positicn to détcrm;ne nls iora ;ice¢; - Ané I gavherced
- from whatv they said that it might ke conc time
vould recach any conclusions, il they cver can rcach zonclusions,
becausé in these di fficult situaticns you nc#cf can be entively
sSurc .

_wSO'I think the pesition that»yoﬁ have taikon thét we ouaght

not to rely upon This tesctimony -- and I doupt whevher wue sheuld

= . -
let the name of Mosenko get into the printed rcport.l

I %hink there is some questlon, as I say., as to wnet
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snould in any way refer to Husenko by nawe. Hhot

use some of fthe information, depending upon thcly judgnent as

to tona Clde , that is a question ©o pbe decided later.
Mr. Rankin. H . Chief Justice, I think T ought to repory
to you about che whole situation as far as the stafl is concerned,

‘so you will all = the Commissioners ~- ill be familiarlwit“'
:gll the facts as I know 2bovt 10.

e have hozn trying io'get an ansvier Tfrom the ¢.I.A, as
to what they thought of the bona fides of ir. NcSenM6 Tor

some time. And, finally, after ve yaited

L
3
0]

R cently, for several

yecks, they told us they could not come %o a conclusica. And we

..

then asked them whav we cou1d do about this raterial.

We have been furnished it by the F.B.L. in a report of an

interview some tiae ago and they said that thev didn't think we
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bona fides -- that is the C.L.A And

We then have_thc_probiem that 1 thinlz th2 Ccuﬂi ;ion should
decide at the proper time, that ve ##ill delinlively nob vsé_}t.
I think that you nced'to have Somc place in a record that will w
be ~in Archtvcu, but not available to the public gonerally,
exqcpt under'security precautlons, thé Tacv
e ~aﬁétb him. A&nd that you aild have this infqrm&ticz that you do
havc° And that vou de cldcd not to us2 1t upen carerul consideration

of the problem, So that %he record will be completa. Bezausc

there will be people, in light of the

2t has .begen uell publlc¢zcd in the press, who will’h_

vioncex why he uwas ncvor even called before the Comalscion. 74;
I think you will recall that ve nad the dauestvicn up of g“/wﬂ

ns nov, and We uere QDMJ

whether we would call him for several months

vhetnear ﬁé vias considered reliable beforc.mamihg that declsion.

Since we cbuld not get any answer Ln the affirmative, tﬁere
vas no purposc in bringing his testlmony in here under these
concitlons,

\ Jg* fﬁoﬂ, i ¥ J” t received a call from Hr, Helms this morning
\@

o about 1t, and te 1earned that we even had papers that the
.‘.ﬂ“-‘
( Comuissloners vere looking at. And the stafi felt that the

Ceomniissioners should bring to the attention -~ or they should

e brirg to the au entlon of the Commissioners such inforpztlon as ue




had, sec that you

VICRe 1ot

in the dar

a2

Ir. flelwms said that he thought that it
circulated tothe Commissioners, for

the name Mosenxko, and what we nad

The

help

T ax

consiidering this whole probica about $he

if Mr, HeCone sent a letter %o the Chiel Jusitice as

D T e e e T e ]

-

Chairman. The nanme Iosenkto, you soy?
iy, ﬁankin; »Yes;
The Chairman.' Ucll; that name has been in the rarcer,
hasn 't it?
v, Rankin. As fdr as tnz nfcrpation vie have associated
with that namz, is vhat he\;as suggesting. And he soid weould i

Chalrran

? of the Commissilon asking that no reference to Hoscnko he used s
12 . ‘
And T said, "I think that would be helpful %o the Commission, "
because then. the Commission weuld have chis pesition of the

C.I.A. on record upon which they covld

-t 1) they consider the matter, And so that is whas they proposce o do.
s J .
\“ \ ; X : :

.\ v The Chairman. Well, my own view is that we should not rely

doing so, and I would haveno ceonfidence
about his

Ue will just dilscuss that, and we

to any extent on Mosenko, that there would be grave danper i
; &

in anythlng I nighs say

cught {0 have a neatving

/ in a day or two, on a number of questions that have arisen,
- : S0 we will put thet on the agenda.

Rep. Tord. Very fine.

[ P S - =~ Ko seatn e So ~ St
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o, Dulles. T would 1lko to raisc the QuUaswlLon wheochoy
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we would like ©o bave o leti2r, though, in ouwr Iilc asliing ul

not to use it. 1t might look latjer to somgbedy as though Thio

vere an attemnt by the C.I.fLi. to bring presture on =is not to-

use a certain blt of information. [ don't see -- they can perfectly
- , well say therc aro sensitive reascns for not haviag this naue

} brouzht up In this conncction ~~ buit. I hope they uon't say

{ we could not use Jit,

\' The Chairman, T wonder if they could not say they are nov
preparced o vouch for him, and if they don't vouch for hiam,

-

certainly I am not going €o._

Mr. Dulles. That is fine. Then wo. have a Justi

Wow, the testimony, though, wight have ceriain Laclground

interest Tor us, because there are Wo no3s)bhilitiss, Elther
the “ellcw is a plant, or There are certaln bora Tides in the

case. If he is a plant and saying this, this 1s highly significant,
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We wouldn't use 1 t it might influence our

thiniing on certain points.

Rep. Ford, This, I think, 1S petting down te the crux of

L]

the matier. We cannot pass judgment on the ratvter of whethe

he i bona fide or a plant, Bub it may be desirable for the’

B

Commission to indicate that inforwation has pecn reccived about
losenlko, and what he alleges to know ahout Oswald's 1ife in the

Soviet Unlon. And then in our report,




position

S e e b e e e

'Eut for us %o ignofe the fact that an agcﬁny o2 ouw
ment has a man who says he knows sone;hiﬁg about Csuiald ‘s life
in:thc Soviet Unioﬁ} We oupht to say somothing about it ~- Cither_
say vic are not in a pozlilon to say it iﬁ 3eiiable, it'may develop
that he ﬁﬁs or wasn 't reliable. Bug for us tc just ignorc the
fact, when ve khow somebedy in the Governmant nos 1nforma"ioq
from a"berson ttho was in Russia, and wﬁo alleges he kncuis some-
thing about Oswald, would be unfortunate.

The Chaifman. AI think thé cruxl~~ I agree with jou. And
I think the crux oP ‘the whole matter is that the report should
be c¢lear ©o the-effect that ve cannoﬁ vouch for tnez ueétimoay

off Iie.,{lusenko.

BEut we perhaps shouldn't lgnore the fact that there is some

- -

infbrmation "hat» che Commlssion is familiar with., I don't o
quife how you tould phraée it in ﬁhe repbrt.
Bﬁt (e} ignore»it, I think, would bé unfortunata,
The Chairian. Yes. -
I-thiﬁm Lee has gpﬁ the feel of thatrthing,>and i
done. .
_Mr. Rankin. The gstaflf wés very Jach ﬁorried atout jusf

. g -

treating 1t as though ve never heard anything about 1%, and

having something develop latger on that would ause gveryhody 4o
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mor thatc there was such

inftormnavion

anything about it,0nd. it vould mayh? affect he o Lidisy of
our wnole report, L .

Fr, Dulles, If i

mozit be well, too, to ask ho staflf to go over This repord

others in certalin cases. -- 1t scems te me $0 gee with what ve

usefvl to have a brief study of that kind, and sce hod mucen it

pees with other lndependent informatiocave have, Lhd vihere 1%

0]

supplements, adds to or Qiffers 7
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Hep. Ford., I think you have gobt- to analvyzZe $His in Lwo

‘ways. Cne, i¥ he is hona fide, then what he kaoks ov allegedly
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movis could be helpful. But in the alternaiive,
hona fide,'if-he iz a plant, we would have to take a mich

different view at what he said and why hne s

v

* Taes e -
nere, This nakes

_qulte a ¢ifj crence.

And I don't think vie can ignore The ftuwo alternatives, And

“there are only ‘o of them. And ve ought tvo discuss that in

the report.

o knaw the dote situation,

o

Me, Dulles. Do you happen
as vo the date of his defectlon in relatiom to the assassination?

M, Renkin. Well, that iz ;e of the things that I inquired
into, in trylng to find out from tae C.I.A, as Huhether or not

heiright have been planted for ihe parpose of furnishing thi




infovmatvion -~ beocause hut was veory dloturbine ¥o us and

al
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£ that viere vorking in this ares -- Ur, Colcran and

CA'

to the si
M. Slavison. And they assured me that he had been u
' call dangled before then, before the ossassination ocsurred,

they felt that it cculdn't have been

(el

for several nonths, so tha

o

Turnishing a plant

o
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anytning that wags COHQCﬂbcﬂ Wit

A

for this particular purpose.
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Y am entvirely satisfied frem what they told ue aboub

Mow, we don't have thet in the record. Ihls i just a
teleplone conversation.

Rep. Tord, It is my best recollection that hevas actually

a defectvor some time in December -~ at a disarpament meeting in
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d¢oarmalenb experts.

There vias great mystery about this particular defegtiion,

e ) because the Soviet Union made such a protest -- they went %o
uhG oWL”S Covefnme as I recall, and waiscd the devil about it.

Now, uUbuCQUCnb inforration has developed that he doesn't

)

appear %o be duite as big a catch, if any, as Tar as we are

7 concerned.,
Having avsolutely no faith in vihat the Sovict Union trics

-

S to do in thesc kind of cases, heright have been dangled for one.
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the last three vicels sussedau2nt to the ai??ﬂulnLchn' ot i man

shat vias as high as he alle ci,edly i, with th2 wontal cozacivy

he 1s supposed to have, could be very well £illed with 211 the
. € U . . i

information vwhich he 1s nevw giving us in reierence o the 0Oswald

As T say, X an a comoWC se and cotal skentie and cynic
abeuv these kiﬁds of people, and there wéuld b2 no wekter way
for the Soviet Unlon Yo try and clecan its oun SHITHL than ©o have
& high ranleing defector come and}aiscount Cowald s importance,
Oswiald's signliicance, while he was in the Sovie
>50, in my opinion, ve have got to be very hard-beiled,
cynical, 5Képsical, aboﬁt [, kosénko, and any relaiticnshios
he might have ag far as the Oswald case.

The Chairman. Well, I think wie arce In agreeient on 2lactt

arerything you say.

-

(Whereupon, at 10:30 a.m., the Commis
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