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SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON \\
. INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES ‘
i INTERVIEW OF SPECIAL ASENT
ROBERT M., BARKRETT,

DECEMBER 17, 1975

I, Special Agent Robert M. Barrett, was inter-

viewed by Comuittee Staff member Paul Wallach, in Room
608, Carroll Arms, Washington, D.C. The interview began
at 2:02 PM and was recorded by Mr. Alfred H. Ward.

~ At the outset, Mr. Wallach advised that the
_ Committee was attempting to determine whether or not
Lo there was any basis for reopening of the case of the

assassination of President John F. Kennedy. He further
. stated the Committee was reviewing the activities of the
O, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) before and after the
' assassination. '

Mr. Wallach asked when I arrived in Washington,
D.C., and how I received notice to come to Washington, D.
C., for this irnterview. Fe was told I arrived akout
o 5:45 PM on December 16, 1975, and that on Friday, December
g/ 12, 1975, I had received notice of a teletype from FBI
: <£ Headquarters to my office in Birmingham, Alabama, instruct-

ing me to report to Washington, D.C., on December 17, 1375,

for this interview.

Mr. Wallach asked if I had conferred with any
Bureau cfficials prior to this interview. I informed him
that I had met with Inspector _Jghn Hotis of the Legal
Counsel Division. Mr. Wallach asked for the contents of
this diccurssicn and I advised hin that I had ashed !r.
fiotis if he Kknew the reason why I was being interviewed by
the Committee, and that Mr. Hotis had stated he did not
know the redson or purpose other than it concerned my role

in the assassination investigation. fi”f/ﬁ

|

-E-‘[;‘ e el el lea T e
i PR -

5{»7;’:’
SN B

.-y

4
[]
Y



‘e
2
¢

SENATE SLLECT CO:L-I1TERLE OW
TNTLLLTCLICE ACTIVITIES
INTE)RVIIA! OF SpPLC1AL oGENT
ROBLRT M. BARRCETY,
DECLCI“‘ELLR 17, 1975

-

I told lir. tlallach that WM. Hotis had furthcr ‘in-
formed we that I should dccline to answer any questions as

to scnsitive sources, serncitive techniques, on-going investi-

gations, and any information recceived from a third agency.

Mr. Wallach asked if T had talked to FE;,Bﬂnl_Dnlxu_
and hce wes informed ifr. Daly was in and out of the office fre-

r

quently =2 that I hed hod very little conversation witi liim.
1. Wallach asked hew lorng I rad talked with iir. Fotis, ana I
told him the ablve convercaticon was VEry brief, that I was

ori¢ginally informad the irterview was tO take ploce at 10:09
rlG, that this was evbceaucntly changed to 2:00 Dit and that 1
had cpent the timoe in K. yotis' ofiice waiting and occasionally
discussiig othexr unrelated natters.

I also tcld HMr. wallach that I had bheen intervicued
parlier or Nocewhar 17, 1975, hy Assistant Director llayold

N. Basscgi, and Depuly heelstent Divector J. pllison ConaCy.

Mr. valiach asked wihat tpis interview was ztout, ané I told

hi I was auestioned as Lo any xnowledce I hcd of Lee Harvey
- 4 ) )

cwald coming to «we TBI C7fice in Dellas prioxr to the essa&s~

sinaticn and leoving a no.e for Special agent Jomes Hostys
I told Mr. valiach what 1 had previously told Mr. pBassett,
that somc four or five months after tLe assassination I wves
asked by scmeonc in the Dallas 0ffice, wvhose jdertity I can't
rccalil, thecause visnt this unrccalled person acked mc woE @
rumor and insigni[icant) if I had heard the rumor that Oswald
had com2 to the Dl

Receptionist, O cee Nosty. 1 recall thcre bcing no jrentiodn
of any note lefi by Gswald, nor dia llosty, or anyonc clce in
pallag cver talk to me about the inciccnt, the note or¥ the’
contcnts of tnhe notc. t;r. Wallach asked if I had rcported to
anyonc in pallacs at the time the &bove incident and Kr.
wallach was advised I did not report a rumor and that I
trcated it as a rumelr, in that I pr mptly forgot about it &as

I was very busy at the tirwe conducting ipvestigations of other
matters having to do with the assassination.

jas Officc where he askcd Han Fenncr, the
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Mr. Wallach asked if Mr. Hotis had informed me of
my right to counsel and I stated this had bcen done. . Mr.
wallach then adviced me of my right to counsel and my right

.to refusc to answer any guestions. I advised Mr. Wallach I

was aware of my rights.

Mr. Wallach advised me that recorded results of
this intevvicw would later bo ava.lable to me, in Washington,
D.C. 1 ashed iz 1 would be furnished a copy ené if a coz.
would be furnished +t.o Bureau. I was informed that thce Bureau
woulé not ke furnislt.ed a copy nor wousd anyone, other than my-
sc)f, from the EBureau, have access to this report. I was also
tola that I would pe advised by mail when 1 could haove acccss
to the report. Hr. wallach did not say if I would be furnished
a copy. lie also caid I could reguest the presence of a Senator
during the interview, which rcquest I é¢id not malke.

Mr. Wallach then ashed ahout my Bureau carser and
ascignments pricr to lovenher 22, 1963. He was advisecd of Ry
assicnuients in Phoeniy frem 1952 to 1954, in Amarillo, Texas,
from 1954 tc 1956, ard in Dallas from 1956 to 196C. Kr.
wallach inguaired @s O what Xind of invcstigativg’Wbrk I was
doing as oI lioverber 21, 1963, and I told him that primarily
was assigned to investigations having to do with organized
crime, gamhling, and criminal intelligence, and occasionally
some involvecd civil richts caces, and somc extortion cascs.
Mr. Wallach asked hew long I haé becen doing such worn ani who
else in the Dallas Office was cither vorking with me ov doing
similar work. I told him I had becn working thecse type cascs
since llovenker, 1957, end that 1 was acsistcd by SA Iven Do

[ ]

Leg from abcut 1960, or so, until the assassinction, at which

time Lee and 1 were both assigned to the assassination investi-
gation, rimarily, for about a year.

Mr. Wallach then asked me to definc a "ip pocket
informant" and after 1 gove him ny definiticn, he ashad if I
had any in Dalias. I defincd a "hip pockct informant” as a
source of information whosc identity was never made known nor
was therc ever any record made that such a pcerson vas being
uscd as an informant. I told Mr. Wallach I have never cmploycd

"hip poclket informants" in Dallas or clsewhere.
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Mr. Wallach askec if I knew of, or hud heard of

. “jciute of Tampa, and Carlos Marcello of lMecw

" . Ooricons, Louisiana. I suid that in investigations of or-
ganized crime natters, I had become acquainted with thecsc
namcs, but 1 believed the correct name was Santos Trafficante,
to whiclh Mr. Wallach agreed. Mr. Vallach asked if 1 knew of
a man newmod Molillie (Phornetic) and I said I could not recall
ever hoving heeced of this narne. .

Mr. Wallacn askred if I knew of Jack Ruby. I said

I hed krewn nevy as the owner or operator of two Dalilas night
= clubs, that vere frecuentcd by pimps, prostitutes and persons
. ipvolvad in cririnal activities. I was asked if I had ever
talked to Ruby and I said I had on maybe tvo occasions prior
- to Novecicker 21, 1963, but I could not recall the contents of

Lhesc conversations, other than it most likely had to do with

persons who frcyucnted Ruly's nicht cluks.

Mr. Vallach eshed if-I was aware of a connucticn
of Ruby with Trafficantc, with Marcello, and with McWillie
(Phonetic). I said I was not aware of any conr.ection by Ruby
with ary of thous perscns and repeated that I did not recall
the nwme leWillic.

' G ‘ Mr. Wallach acked if I was acquainted with the term

‘ wpCI" - "poteritizl crimirzl informent", if I knew Jack Ruby

was a PCT of thrc Dallas Office, and if I knew the identity of

the FiI 7gcnt in Dallas, o "red headed fellow" who had had

Ruby assigned to him, and which Acgent was latcer disciplined

or transferred. I had just begun to answer lir. Wallach,

vwhen U. S. Scenctor Richard D. Schqvnicler, of Pennsylvinia,

entere¢ the rceom at 2:33 1M and thercaiter took part jointly

in the interrogation of w2 with Mr. Wallach, after introducing

himsclf. lir. Wallach briecfly rcvicwed with Scnator Schvieicler

what had previously transpired in the interview. Senator

g Schweiclhcr askced if T knew Ruby was a PCI and if I was not
aware of Ruby's connections with organized crime.
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1 was asked if I had any opportunity to sece .
Oswald in the police department -t that time or any other
subccquent time and T stated to the best of my knowledge

Osvald had lecn talen to the office of Ca tain "1ill"
Fritz, that I nover did gyo to Captain Fritz's office at

any time on November 22, 23, or 24, 1963, ané that I had
ncves personally observed Oswald subsequent to his arrest
"in the theater in Osk Cliff. :

It this peint in the interrocaticn, Mr. Wallach’
asked we if I knew that disciplinary action by the Dureou had
been taken ecainst &L (Jares) liosty, I advised them that T
wes avare of this through ny association with losty in Dalles.
I was then asked if I knew that some Assistant Dircctors of
the FBI had been disciplined Lecause of their handling of
certain motters in the assassination investigation. I statad
I wos not cware of this and had no knowlclge ef any such
disciplinery action.

lr. Wailach then asked me if I had attended a
"going away" party hcld, not in the Dallas Cffice, for Hosty
by his friends in Dallas. I stated T did not rccall ary
such party cind further felt that if there had been such a party
I vwould have koen invited ana wveuld have attenced because
Hosty and T uore in the same car pocl, we attendcd the same
church, we belonged to the same clubs, and I had cocached
his son on the school foothall team, and further, that many
of liocty's friends were also my fricnds.

, I was asked if I recalled a conference being held
by SAC J. Gordon Suanlilin on the carly nmorning of November
23, 19C3, in which Agents of the Dalles Ofifice were given
instructions on inveciigation to be conducted that day. I
stated that I recalled reporting to viork on Saturday, Novcabor
23, at albout 6:00 Al after having worked to about 3:00 Al
‘that sanie morning from the Friday before, and I did not rccall
any such confcrence held by kr. Shanklin.

I was asked if therce had not becn a conference on
the morning of November 24, 1263, in which Mr. Shanklin in-
structcd the Dallas Racents not to go ncar the arca at the
city jail where Oswald was being removed that day and 1
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:" * - 1 stated that my investigation of orcanized crime
' and criminal intelligence matters in Dalles were primarily

concerned with the activities of Joscph Francis Civello

and hic associatcs and the activilties of a roving band of
crinzinaels, not connccicd with Civello, who usced Dallas as

a basc for thoir activitics. 1 s-=ted that in these investi-
gatione ncithcrx I nor 82 Lee had beccome aware of any in- .
volwve:.cnt by Ruby in crcanived crize matters or any asso=
cicticn with the persons vho were the subkjects of our investi-

i ( getionec.

. At this point, 2:37 Pii, Ecnzator Schweicker asked
Kr. Wallach if I had been sworn, anrd when told that T had
nct, Sznator Gehweicker placed me under oath, making reference

e to all the ansvers I had given pricr to being sworn, as well
ay Lhose I would give aftor koling cweon. '

e I pointed out that if ruly had been involvcd in
organized crinme natters, such as association with Trafficante

. or lurcallo, arnda this hed beccne newn to the P8I, I was surc

- 1, as an hgcnc assigned to organinced crime investigations in

! pallas where lkuby residecd, would have becn so adviscd and

. that this was not the case.

In answer to the qucstions about Ruby being a
pCcI, I statcd I had heard somcthing after MHovember 24, 1963,
that an rgent in Dallzs hid at onc time opcicd a PCI case on
Ruby, but I aid not lncy any details such as when this oc-
currcd, the name of tli¢ hgent, and I was not awarc that this
Mgcnt, whocver he was, had been Cisciplined kccause of any
dealirgs with Ruby or for having Ruby as a PCI.

senator Schweicher then ached if when a person is
designatcd a ICL, the hcent males such o roecommendation to
his supcriox -and that Ruby had becn made a PCl becausc of
.- his conncctions with organized crime. I explained that a
Ry ‘ person can bc designuated a PCI by the Agenl hLecause of his
- associaticn with the criminal element, his residence, his
employment, Or for any of a number of recacons, and that this
pcrson may nhever furnish any pertinent or uccful. information
or be of any valuc. Senator cchweicker then acked if PCIs
were not paid and I said they were only paid when they
furnished pertinent or good usceful information only on a
Cc.0.D. basis. 1 was asked if Ruby had ever been paid and
1 said I had no hnowludge of any such payment.
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stated I did recall these instructions, and further, I nad
becn instructed, along with £ '2an D. Lec, to go to KRLD-
TV Stution to ob%fain any pertincnt ph craphs that tlat
staticn nicht have and further, that while there I hz2¢é ob-
servcd, on closcd circuit televicicn, the Oswald shooiing

'in the bacement of tle police depurtiment. I wac ashed if I

had any knowledge of a telephore call rcceived by the I'DI
during the nicht of loverher 23-27, 1963, cortaining a .
threat against Csweld. 1 said that to the best of ny knov-
ledge, I dicd reccll sonething to the effect that SA iiiltcon
Nesesey had been on duty during the ea-ly morning hours of
Noverber 24 at the Dallas F2I Office and had reczived sucn
a call. I couid rot recall at this time who was the source
of thic informotion nor did I recall any details as to the
contcints of the call.

ach then acked if there had not been scome
te of the Dzllas OfLfice had been disGis-
sing the assagssi ion and discussing vwhether ox not it wis
their opinions that it was the act of one man acting alerne

or was a concpiracy. I stated I was sure that there had becn
such dizcuscions on an informal bacis but thav I could not
recall any dcteils or anything as to when such diccussions
were held or who was present and, further, that I was sure
that cveryonc co:xnccted with the investigaiion would have
made soix2 personal conclucions.
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At this point, Mr. Wallach asked if it was not
true that Mr, Shanklin or some other RBureau officical hed
given explicit dircctions that the investication wvas to
establish that Oswald octed alonc in connection with the
assassination. Before 1 could ancwuer this question, MNr.
Walleach stated that such informetion had been receivcd from
other riI Agents. I stated that this was not so, that I did
not belicve any other rgents had made such statements, and
further, that we had, to the contrary, been given instructions
to conduct our investigation in an effort to cstablish all
the focts to identify all persons involved. '

At this point, which was about 4:23 PM, Scnator
schweicler left the room and did not tukce any further part
in the intcrrogation. .
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