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va cc Mr, DeLoach Fe iter 1 
FROM # c.D. DoLoach\) ; Mr. Sullivan  Hetece ——__ ube 
fy Mr. Rosen aw 4 DU 
> Mr, Wick I ee FS ih 
SUBJECT: SSASSINATION OF ._ . — lA pe gh ee Be 

_PRESIDENT KENNEDY ~ -_ ; ro Syne os ee fst, 

[ ‘Joho. F, Viren fGpt tai aaah J tens ‘* oe 
cage, 

; The Attorney General asked that I come around tg. “ais Poe aie 
office shortly before 2 p.m. today. Oey ae 

~ e oS. 

Upon seeing the AG, he told me that Wegman, the defense 
| counsel for Clay Shaw in New Orleans, had written him a strong - 
letter insisting that the AG either retract or Support a statement | 
which the AG allegedly made on 3/2/67 which, in effect, indicated ‘| 
“that the FBI had investigated and cleared Clay Shaw." The AG C 
stated he had given this matter considerable thought and he felt 
some statement should be made, for the record. He said that he 
believes be made a mistake and that this mistake should be rectified. 
The AG then showed me a one-page statement, consisting of some . 
five or six paragraphs. « 
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x [I told him that the Director had previously indicated, and I. 
. [personally had voiced the Director's opinion to both Sessions, 

athe Departmental Press Officer, and to Former Assistant AG Sander 
“that #t would be a serious mistake for the AG to make any public e 
‘utterance relative to the Garrison investigation. I stated the :n 

fd 

& 
After I had read the statement, the AG asked for my ogee 
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AG had no business making public statements concerning a matter of 
loc 1 litigation. I stated also that such statements could only 
give rise to a name calling contest between the AG ene District ie 

Attorney Garrison. mae 7 REC- 59 t2 fet fox. + Su 3 te ~ , ae 

ar The AG told me that it, of course, hurt hia very much 
“~~ to even consider making such a statement and, very frankly, he . 

. might not release the statement in question.——Ho_stated he was 
only giving the matter consideration. 

, He then asked me what I ‘thédent < of ofl En Sts of the - 
statement. I made reference to the third ox.fourth paragraph, 
whichcontained the statement that “fhe AG receivéd a briefing 
prior to making. the statemont about the investigation and clearance 

of Shaw, and lator found that the facts given him during this” -. 
prketing had been’: errgpogus." I told the AG I, had ‘no idea who _., 
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Mr. Tolson . 

had given him this briefing, but that it appeared he was trying to “ mas 
palm off trouble on someone, The AG stated the so-called "briefing" | re 
represented a telephone conversation I had had with him the morning . ren". 
he had gone up on the hill to testify before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. He stated he distinctly recalled he had called me prior ° 
he going up on the hill and it was his impression that I had told 
him that the FBI had investigated Clay Shaw and had "cleared hia.” 

I told the AG I could not possibly have made this statement aa 
jnoasmuch as the FBI never "clears" anyone. I stated furthernore tet 

that when he had called me that morning I had simply told hia that wens 
the Director had already sent to him that morning a memorandum(cec att.) oe 
concerning newspaper publicity which had appeared the evening before © 

and which concerned the names of Clay Shaw and Clay Bertrand. pee 

I stated at the time of the AG's call to me he was specifically 
told that the Director's memorandum was on the way to him and he |: 
pight want to read this memorandum prior to going up on the hill, : 

t , e: 

Wea _ The AG interrupted me to state that the memorandum had 
arrived prior to his departure for the hill; however, he did not - 
recall that he had had a chance to read it. Ho stated it was his © 
definite Xmpression, however, that I had told him that the FBI . 
had investigated Clay Shaw and had "cleared" hia. © a wae 

i 

" I told the AG that this was impossible, inasmuch as ay 
Jentire conversation with him that morning was based upon reading 
excerpts from the Director's memorandum which had already been sent <— 

to-him and was in his office at the time. I stated this memorandua 

did not reflect any phraseology indicating that the FBI had investi- 

gated or cleared Shaw. [iffes ties Goats si a i ‘ 
fe @le mt foe 

I told tho/AG that obviously, in his haste, he had confused 

\the names of Clay. haw and Clay Bertrand. I stated that the, 
Director's memor&anium had mentioned both Clay Shaw and C1aySGertrand 

and specifically contained the phraseology that the FBI had ‘cons 

ducted extensive investigation concerning the data furnished by - 

ne Dean Andrews, a New Orleans attorney, but that our investiga- 

tion had failed in efforts to locate an individual by the name of 

lay, Bertrand, I furtherwore stated that our inquiries had failed 

to reflect any connection with the assassination on the part of 

Bectrand. I stated the AG had possibly become confused in that he 

had interpreted the statements I had read to hin, based on a copy 

of tie memorandum sent to him by the Director, to mean that Clay 

Shaw and Bertrand wore one and the same and had, therefore, been 

checked out. mye 
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Mr. Tolsona 

Pp poker: , 

The AG replied that this possibly was correct; however, *. 
|| he thought in his own mind that I had told him that Clay Shaw had 

been investigated and had been “cleared.” He stated that, regardless 
of this fact, he was merely considering the issuance of a statement 
and no definite decision had been made. He further stated that 
no names were mentioned insofar as the organization or individual 
who had'briefed" him was concerned. I replied that, regardless of 

Wj thts fact, anyone reading his statement would immediately assume ° 
he had received such a briefing from the FBI. 

The AG stated he wanted to study the matter further, I 
told the AG that apparently there were contradictory facts in . 
connection with our conversation, inasmuch as he had specifically — 
called me the following day, 3/3/67, and had told me that he had 
been misquoted. I stated the proposed statement would now seem to 
indicate that the AG was not misquoted but was, in fact, admitting 
error. The AG replied that CBS had made a tape recording of his 
= iceman and apparently he had not neen misquoted. i 

la. ete¢ /- , 

. * .° I also told the AG that-it-seemed to me that the compounding 
of the error occurred when his Press Information Office; Cliff 0 
Sessions, specifically told a number of newspaper reporters, _ on the 
night of 3/2/67, that Clay Bertrand and Clay Shaw were one and the 
same. The AG replied that he had not Known, up until a day or so 
ago, that Sessions had pulled this stunt. The AG quickly added 
that great pressure had been put on Sessions, inasmuch as Bob Wick . 

AG's erroneous statement), that the AG’had made an error and that: 
the FBI had definitely not investigated Clay Shaw. , 

I told the AG the Director had caused me to make a check 
with Wick and his assistants and, very frankly, none of these men 

several days ago and I had acradghvenee Sessions out regarding 
ithe matter. 

The AG repeated once again that he was merely giving 
consideration to issuing a public statement and it may be that. 
he will decide not to do this. ; 

mea 

The AG stated he wanted to bring up something. aise, He 
I] emen stated that SA oe in testifying before the Garriscn 
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of the FBI had apparently told newsmen, on 3/2/67, (following the ae 

ued made such a statement. I stated that Sessions had brought hes a 
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Mr. Tolson 

Grand jury, had violated the AG's instructions, which had been'**. a jclearly set forth in the telegram sent to Agent Kennedy, The AG ee minor US Attorneys, rather than observing the instructions contained 
in his telegran, 

' I stated the AG should consider the fact that the two vai 
\Jus Attorneys were agents of a principal, and were the last ones te 

. The AG admitted this might be true; however, if it had been 
him he would have followed the instructions of the highest ranking 
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Pdginaing. He made no reply, 
Wh are wrk . Bs eevee oe atthe. 

Re stated 
the police obviously did not have sufficient men to handle a bad 

ACTION: ° 
For record purposes.” The AG obviously became con fused with the identification of facts surrounding the names of Clay - Bertrand and Clay Shaw. As the record will Show, the AG has made eM 

erroneous public statements concerning crime, Ais Statistics, and ° ee othey Specific matters, He has Claimed that he/hisquoted with : ate 

CONTINUED-~-~=-OVER : 
4 , Oo , g ee a : - 

_ ee 
5 
iy. 

ie ard aaa a lis aaa eS eae 
TTR Tere ee RTI 

‘ 
q saat



Mr. Tolson 

Nig Has 

respect to the remarks reforred to in this memorandum, with = ° 96° | 
respect to tho fact that the next Director of the FBI should not _ 
come from among current employees of the Bureau, with respect to - 
crime, and in other matters, Here again it appears that, 
although he at first said he was misquoted, he now has been 
caught with his remarks on the record, by virtue of a tape recording; 
consequently he must admit error. Obviously, the best thing for 
hin to do would be to say nothing concerning this and all other 
matters, fy. 
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