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~. SUBJECT: WNeeting with the Warren Commission on 12 Maren 1964 
Pay aS anos ae eee, 

“ 4, Gn 12 Bierch 1904, Mr. Helis, STAFF OFFICERS ' 
met with Mr. Rantsin, Chief Counsel for the Varren Commission, Mr. 
Willems, and other members of Mr. Xanixin's staff. The purpose of 
thia mesting was to ciscuss the current status of tne CLA contribution 
to the work cf the //arren Commission, 

° 
* 

2. The first topic raised py Mr. Hankin concerned information 
on Lee Harvey ee stay in the soviet Union as reocrted py the FEI, 
based on their intarview of tae defector, Yuriy ivanovich Nosenko. ‘his 
ciscussion is repo scted in a separate memorandum, 

3. Aiter disposing of the ques stion of Nosenko's information on 
Oswald, har. Rankin’s staf us a detailed memorandum they nad 
prepared based on ell of the information ayailable to them, including 

our own contribution concerning Oswald's stay in tne USSR. This ma- 

terial, together with some guestions specifically related to {he material 
we provided, will be forwarded tous by Sir, stankin's staff, It was then 
suggested that a CYA officer most foimiliar with the material provided 
by CLA on the Ufo aspects of the Oswald case visit the Commission in 

order to review on the spot the testimony given to the Commission by 

Marina Oswald. ve agreed to send the appropriate officer to review 

this testimony but suggested that we wait until afler receipt of tae ma- 

terial just shown to us. 

4, Wembers ef ivr. Rankin's statf then Spoke about haying found 

a book in Cswald's possessions which had certain letters cut out giving 
the impression tint this might have formed the base or key for a cipher 
system. They asked whether it would be useful in our opinion to send 
this book to NSA for review. ‘Ve assured then: that NSA was the appro- 
priate Age eney for this and STAFF OFFICER commented that whan this was 
done reference imigat aiso be made to the portion of Lee Usyald's notes 
yhich raentioned microdot. Another member of tae Hankin stat 
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commented cn the tact tnat Gswald ad obtained employment in inis 

counlyy ina photoyrapaic firm through a stussian friend. He thought 

this might have a possible bearing on any clandestine communications 
. 

systems he milent have received irom the Soviets. 

5 jwembers of Mr. Rankin's stait then commented on the testi- 

mony Of tars. Oswald to the effect that the letters from her son regard- 

jng his desire to return to the United States had the appearance of being 

dictated since they contained none of hig usual grammatical errors and 

used legal language with which he would not have been familiar. In this 

connection, tne fact that Lee Oswald wrote to tne Embassy requesting 

help in arranging his return to tne U.&. soon after receipt by the Embassy 

of n telegram from the Jeepartment reporting on correspondence With 

Oswale'’s mother seemed to indicate to me noers of Mr. Rankin's stat 

that the Soviets might have bad access in some fashion to tne contents 

of the televraxa. ‘They cid not believe it was coincidental that Oswald's 

letter to the Ismbassy care Gumediately on the heels of the telegram 

from the Department. This Jed to a discussion of the appearance in the 

press of another telesram or report, from the Zmbassy in Moscow to 

the Deoartment., Mr. ganidn said he would undertake to clarity this. 
° 

§. Mr, Willems noted that Mrs. Oswald had totroduced a state- . 

ment to the effect that she suspected her son to be & cfA agent. Mir. 

Willems asked whether in fact Oswald had been a CIA agent. Mr. Hebns 

tbeen. Mr. iV¥illems then asxed if there were any 

Mr. Helms tirs remarked that in him and Sheff 
aque Se: 

; the two Clandestine oer vices oUicers ‘Woo 

‘hor or not Cawald had been an agent for CLA Fi 

in the Eoviet Union, Ue then said toat the Commission would have to ff 

mat Cawald had not been an agent. Mir. Rankin, 

interjected the ye Commission bad not adopted this procedure ff j 

with other agencies ant wondered whether there was not some way to < vA 

clarify this point rsore effectively for the Commission. One suggestion 

he made was to have Mr. Lulles, who is fanailiar with CLA records 

procedures, review the material which would normally be held on agents 

and report to the Comission. Another suggestion was to follow the 

Lead of the Tirector of the Ppl who forwarded an affidavit to the Com- 

€ 

mission regarding the nature of FBI relations with Oswald. 

”. A considerable part of the meeting from this point forward 

consisted of a review by hur. Rankin and his staff of the gaps in their 

investigation fo date. They noted that the most significant pap appeared 

in Une Mexican phase. Hor example, they had no record of Oswald's 
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datly movements wile in Siexieo Ciuy nor could they conflrin the date 
of pia ceparture or nis mode of travel. ‘Tae Griginal assumption that 
he had returned by bus could not be proven. Sevaral possibilitles were 
discussed whereby tie Commission could {i in the gaps of its investi- 
gation of the Mexican voase. The suggestion was made that the most 

effective way of resolving the questions they nad would ce to have a 
member of tne Commission visit Mexico City and diseusa the issues on 

the soot with those American and Siexican olficials directly concerned. 
Mr. Helms noted that it would be vossiole for a member of tha Com- — 
mission to visit our Steff OFFic@? who would then be able to work out 
with the Warren Commission staff member the best way to handle inter- 
views with Siexican volice officials, narticularly if it is desired that 
these interviews be informal in nature. Cur Statf OFFic@m would also 
be abla to put the Varren Coramission staff member in contact with the 

£ DI offfcials anu bamigration and Nalvcalization Gervice officers stationed, 
in Mexico City. Sir. elms cautioned that onr Staff Officer would be 
under State Lepartment cover and that it would be oroper to acivise the 
Department of the planned visit and upon arrival to meek bricily wita the 
Ambassador or Niunister Counselor before proceeding to work out detauls 
with the CLA Steff" Officar .- 

§. In connection with the *2exlcan phase of the investigation, mem— 
bers of Mr. Manslo’s staff questioned tur. Helms and Stalf ONicerregacding © 
the extent of the CLA file on Cswald for the period 8 October to 22 November 

1983. They questioned the sanitized extracts which they had been shown 
and wondered if there were not moore. StarF Officer Summarized the ma- 
terjals that had come to the altention of the Secrel Sarvice, or had bean 
cisseminated to the Secret Service, immediately atter the assassination. 
Staff Officer said tneve wags vot additional substantive Information and that 
the sanitized version seen by the Commission constituted the sum of our 
holdings. Kir, Helzis then explained that as a matter of practice we did 
not release actual copies of cur miessayes because they contained code- 
words and digraphs which would be unintelligible to a person not famillar 
with them. tie added, however, that he would be happy to show the file 
with the original messages to any stati member of tha Warren Commission 
who might come to visit him at sangley. 

8: Tne question of why no action ivas taken by otner agencies of 
the covernment after their receipt of CLA information that Cswald was 
in contact with the Soviet and Cuban sobassies in Mexico City was next 
discussed, Mr, Rankin and members of his staff clearly felt that this 
was a crucial question which needed careful review. They appeared to 



j 4 
| 

balieve that the information on Uswald was unusual enouyga to nav 

caused recigients to take special measures waich might conceivably 

nave ied to a closer scrutiny of Lee Harvey Gswald and bis movements. 

euch talormaiton is routinely passed 

to otner agencies and enter ed in Cla files, 

| ) : Thug the information on Oswald was similar to that 

provided on otner American citizens who might have made contacts cx 
this type. In Cswalu’s case, it was the combination of visits to both 

Cube n ond Coviet urbassies whiela canes in Mexico City Station ta 
sacl this to Headquarters end Gswald'’s record of defection to the 

Soviet Union which prompted the Headquarters Gissernination, At thea 

conclusion of his remarss on tais sunieel, Mr. sfelms specifiad that 

the information he had given ir. Mankin was extremely sensitive| 

\ 

iG. Lhe Commission, Bir. Rantdn sald, would be interested in 
any information hela by CLA on Jack Guby. fur. Rankin sald the Com- 

mission stafi had prepared a rounduy on Suoy, a copy of which he handed 

fxr. Helms. ife said be would appreciate any file reflections or comments 

that CLA analysts might make on this material, bir. Rankin and merabers 

of his slati then ciscussed Muoy’s conlirmed triv fo davana in 1959. The — 

Commission hes recelyed information from an unspecified source that va 

Ruby wag in Havana again in 1983 under a Czech oagsport, Jr, Raz mci} 

asked whether CLA cowld provide any assistance in veney lis this story. 

Wer. Helres roplied that CLA would be limited in its possibility of assist~ 

ing,/ 

- 

Vj. Bx. Helms was then asked if CIA nad cone any follow up to 

its original Lelegrapaic dissemination of the infor mation on Oswald's 

visits to the Cuban and Soviet embassies in Mexico City. Dir. Helms - 

replied that there had been no Cle action following our initial dissemi- 

nation. ir. Villems then aske rl if there were any liaison problems 

faced by CIA in its efforts to deal with other agencies in matters alfect- 

ing internal security. dr. Uelims replied that there were always under-~ 

standable human problems in conducting any lialson on any subject but
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that by and laryve Lue procédures for dealing with internal security and 
counterespionage Information which needed to be brought to the attention 
of other ayencles were effective, 

12, Mr. Willems then asked if CIA's intelligence collection system 
was automated, Wir. Heblns replied that we did in fact have a machine 
recerds system for recovering file information which was unique in that 
it had been desloned specifically with the requirements of the CIA. Clandes~- 
line Services in mind. Thus, any information reposing in our les could 
be recovered by means of this machine system rapidly and efficlently. Mr. 
Nelms invited Mr. fankin and members of his staif to visit the Langley 
Headquarters and inspect the machine records system which he had des- ° 
cribed, 

13. In spealcing of the broader yuestion of protection for the Pres- 
ident, Mr. Rankin asked about our procedures for working with the Secret 
cervice when the President travels abroad. Mir. Helms described how 
the system works and cited examples from the past to iliustrate. de com- 
mented on some of the South American trips and on the visit to West Berlin | 
to show the way in which the eifectiveness and competence of.the loc: 
police force plays a key role in efforts to insure the President's cee 

14, Mir. {Villems asked if we could check on a ceemorandum sent 
lo Steff OFFICER,  .on 12 February regarding one of the pictures identi- 
fied by Mrs, Oswald ag that of Jack Ruby. These pictures were| 

| provided +o the FBI and taen cropped to make a display to show 
to Mrs. Oswald soon after the President’s assassination. The Commission 
has not been able to determine which of these pictures was shown Mra. 
Cswald, Stuff OfFicen will follow up on this. 


