met with Mr. Sankin, Chief Counsel fov the Varren Commission, Iir.
wyillems, and other meinbers of hir, Xankin's staff. The purpose of

fhis mezting was to discuss the carrent siatus of the CIA contribution
to the work cf the ‘7arren Comimnission,

v
-+

2. ‘'The first togic raised py Mr. Bankin concerned inforrmation
on Lee Jnrvaj CSHll"'S stay in the oviet Union ss repcrted by the FEI,
based on tuelr interview of the defecter, Yuviy Ivanovich Nesenko. T'his
aiscussion is r2p0 ’erj in a separate memorandum,

N

3. After disposing of Lne question of Nosaniko's information on
Oswald, A, Rankin's staff showed us a J’*t‘ul @ memorandum they had
prepared based on 2ll of the informwation availoble to them, including
our own contribution concerning Gswald's stay in the USZR. This ma-
terial, together with some guestions r'pecmcmly reiated to the material
we provided, will be forwarded to us by dir. J2ankin's stalf, I was then
suggestad that a CIA ofiicer most fomiliar with the material provided
by CIA on the UiuR aspacts of the Gswald case visit the Commission in
ovder to review on the spot the testimony given Lo the Commission by
Marina Oswald. #e agreesd to send the appropriaie ofiicer to ceview
this testimony but suggasted that we wail until afler receint of the ma-
terial just shown to us.

4. Niembers of Mr. Rankin's stafl then spoke about having found
a vock in Cswald's posséssions which had certain letters cut out giving
the impression thnt this mizht have formed the base or Key for a cipher
system. They usiked whether it would be uselul in our opinion to send
this book to NEA for raview. e assured then: that NSA was the appro-
priate Agency for this mnd STAFF OFFICER comme ented that whan this wag
done *'efarﬁdcb ml"‘u. also be miade (o Lthe portion of Lee Uswald's notes
vnich ynentioned microdot. Anolther member of the Rankin staff
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cormented cn the fact that Cswald had obtalned employment in tnis
, counlyy in a photograpaic flrm through a ffussian friend. He thought
this mizht have a possible bearing on any clandestine comxnunications

systems he mlgnt have received irom the Soviets.

b : :

5. hembers of bir. Rankin's staff tnen commented on the testi-

1 mony of fars. Oswald to the effect that the letters from her son regard-
*] ing his deslre to veturn to the Unlted States had the appearance of being
dictated since they contained none of hig usual grammatical ercors and’
i used legal language witil which he would not have been familiar. Inthis

AR T

connection, the fact that Lee Oswald wrote to the Embassy requesting
help in arranging his rebwrn to the U. 2. soon after recelpt by the Lmbassy
of n Lelegram from the Jxepartment reporting on correspondence with
Oswald!'s mothar geemed to indicate to me nbers of Mir. Rankin's ataff
that the Soviets might bave had access in some fashlon to the contents
of the telegrara. They did not believe it was coincidental that Oswald's
letter to the Imbassy care2 ymmediately on the heels of the telegrams
from the Deoartment. This led to a discusgsion of the appearance in the
press of another telesram or report, from the Smbasgsy in Moscow to
the Lenariment, M. Ganidn sald he would undertake to clarify thls.
: 6. Mir. willems noted that M.rs. Oswald had introduced a state-
meent to the eifect that she suspected her son io he o CIA agent. Mr.
Willems asked whether in fact Oswald had been a CIA agent. Mr, Helms
venlied that he bad not been. Dir. willems then asiked if there were any
way ol proving this. V. delms lirst remarked that in him and Stwf
0fFicep the Comamission had the two Clandesting Services oificers who
cartainly would Xnow whether or not ©Cswald hod been an agent for CIA /
/

FRR i
o oo

s in the Soviet Uuion. e then said that the Commission would have to

i \I take his word [or the fact that Cawald had not been an agent. Mir. Rankin /

; interjected the view faat the Commission had not adopted this procedursa g
i

o with other agzencies and wonderad whether tnere was not some way to

: clarify this point wore eifectively for the Comanission. One suggestion
1 he mode was to bave ar. Lulles, who is familiax with CIA recorda
proceduras, review the material which would normally be held on agents

and report to the Comimission. Another suewestion was to follow the

oD
lead of the Tirector of the #11 who forwarded an affidavit to the Com-~
K mlsslon regarding the nature of 11T relitions with Cswald.
7. A considerabple part of the meeting irom this point fo wara
’ conslsted of a review by Mir. Qankin and his stafl of the gaps in their

investization to date. They noted that the most significant gap appeared
in Lhe fMexican phase. For example, they hadno record of Oswald's

B L P SR S
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datly wovewments whlle in Siexleo Cly noy bOL‘ld wisy conflrin the dote
of hia departure or lg ‘e Itravel., 'Ta ou*mal asgumption that
he had fetur*xad by bua could not Le proven. Seva Al possivilitles were
discusged whereby the Commisgsion f'ould fill in the gaps of its investi-
egatlon of the A.".exic:m nhase. The suggezstion was made that the most
ehechvs way of resoilving ine que;Lons tne/ nad would te o have a
member of the Commission visit b,-ie‘c'co City and digcusz the issues on
the spot with those Amerlcan and Hexican offlcials directly concerned.
Mr. Helms notad that it would be y(molola for a member of the Com~
mission to visii our StofF 0FFicey wao would then be able o work out
with the Warren Commisslon stalf member the best way to kandle inter-
views with dexican police officials, narticulaxrly if it is desired that
these interviews pe informal in nature. Our SYyafr OFFicae would also
ye ablz to put the Varren Commission stall member in contact 'with the
11'131 oificials and Immigratlon and MNalvralization Service olficers siationed.
in Mexico City. Mr. 1’-@1 ms cautionad that onr Staft Offwcev would be
under State Zepartment cover and inal it would e oroper to advise the
Departroent of the planned visit and upon arrival to meel bricily with the
Ambassador or hiinister Counselor hefore procaeding to work oul details

with the CIA Statf OfFicar .-

8. In connection with the 2exlcan phase of the investigalion, mem-
Lerg of Mr. JQanklu’s staff guestionad ur. Helms and Statf Offerregacding
the extent of the £IA file on Tswald for the period 8 Sctoper to 22 November
1983. They questioned the sanitized extracts which they had Be22n shown
and wondered if there were not roora, Staff 0Ficer summarizad the ma-
terials that had cowme to the altiention of the Secrel Zarvice, oc had bes
Glsseminated to the Secret Service, Lmmediately after the assassination.
Staff 0fFrce v said therve wasg not adu,monal substantive Informalion and that
i the sanitized version seen by the Commission constitutad the sum ol our
Loldings. Blr. ielias then explainzd that as a malier of practice we did
not release actual copieg of cur wiessages because they contained code-
words and digraphs which would be unintelligible to a person not familiax
with them. e added, however, Lmt he would be nappy to show the ﬁle
with the origzinal mes scwos to any stad member of the Warren Commission
wiho might come to visit him at Langley. :

Shegd .;uf’i 27 7, S
L BT R

0. The question of why no action-wvas talken by other agencies of
the covernment after their uvc::mt of CTA information that Cswald was
In conlact with the soviet and Cuban simebassies in sexico City was next
discussed. Mr, Ranidn and membara of hiy staffl clearly felt that this
was a cruclal guestion which needed careful review. They avpeared to
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halieve that the information cn Lswald was unusual enougn to have
caused recipients to take special measuras walch might concelvably
have 12d to a closer scruting of Lee Havvey Cgwald and his movements.

N

Such information is routinely passed

to other agencieg and entered in CIA flles,” ' '
| | Thus the information.on Ogwald wags similar to that
providad on cither American citizens who might have made contacts of
this type. In Cswald’s case, it was the compination of visits fo both
Cuban and Sovist smbassies which caused the exico City Stalion to
report this to Headguarters pnd Qswald's receord of defection to the
Soviet Union which promypted the Headguarters disservination, At the
conclusion of his remarks on thiz supiect, Mr. flelms specifiad that
“the information he had glven ir. Rankin was extremely sensitive|

\

10, The Commission, NMr. Rankin sald, would be interasted in
any information held by CILA on Jack Buby. Ivr. Dankin sald the Com-
mission siafi bad prepared a roundup on Juboy, a copy of which he handed
fr. Helmg. iie sald ne would appreciaie any file reflections or comments
thot CIA analysts might make on this material, »r. Raniin and members
of his slafi then discussed Huby's coatirmed trip to Havona in 1859, The
Commission has racelved information from an unspecified source that /
Ruby wag in Havana again in 1283 under a Czech passport,  Jur. :aa.nkin\v/
asked whethar CIA could provide any assistance in verilying this story.
Wir. Helras ropliad that CIA would be Jimlted in its possibility of assist~
ing,/ -

11, . ¥elms was then asked if CIA had done any follow up to
its original lelegrapaic dissemination of the information on Oswald's
visits to the Cuban nnd Soviet embassies in Mexico City. v, rlelms -
replied that there had Leen no CIA action following our initial dissemi-
nation., B, Fillems then asked if there were any linlson problems
faced by CiA in its eiforts to deal with cther agencies in watters alfect-
ing internal security. Mir, Helins replied that there were slways undex-
standable human vreblems 1n conducting any lialson on any subject but
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that by and lacyge Lue procedures {or dealing with interaal security and
counterespionage Information which needed to be brought to the attention
of other agencles were efiective,

12, Mir. willews then asked if CIA's intelligence collection gystem
wag automated. Nr. Helma replied that we did in fact have a machine
recerds system for recovering file information which was unique in that
it had been deslgned specifically with the requirements of the CIA. Clandes-
Hne Services in mind. Thug, any information reposing in our Hles could
be recovered by means of this machine system rapidly and efficlently. Nic.
Helmsg invited Mr. fankin and membpers of his staif to visit the Langley
Headqguarters and inspect the machine records systemn which he bad des- -
cribed. ‘

13. In spealking of the broader question of protection for the Preg-
ident, Mr. Rankin asked about our procedures for working with the Secret
service when the President travels abroad. Hir. Helms described how
the system worlks and cited examples from the rast to ilivsirate. de com-
mented on some of the South Awerican tripg and on the vigit to West Berlin
to show the way in which the eifectiveness and competence of the loc:
police force plays a key role in efiorts to insure the Presideni's saiety./

14, Mir. Willems asked 1f we conld check on a memorandum sent
to Steff OFFICER. |, on 12 February regarding one of the pictures identi-
fled by Mrs, Cswald as that of Jack Buby. Theae pictures were|

/ provided to the FBI and taen cropped to make a display to show
to Mrs. Oswald soon after the Cresident’s agsassination. The Commission
has not been able to determine which of these plctures was shown Mra.
Cswald. Sttf OfFicer will follow up on this,



