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Honorable J. ﬁee Rankin
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200 Maryland fvenue, Northeas
Washington, Dz C. a
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Daar Mr, Rank_gn:
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.Thig will confirm ydur conversation g@f August 20,

1964, with Mry J. R. Malley oif this Bureau wheXein you
requested tha€¥ the Federal, Buidau of Investig @ion conduct
an investigatgon to determine-fhow the.transcrigt of Jack L.
Ruby's testimgny before the Prasident 's Commission on June 7,
1964, came in%o possession of Q)orothy Kilgallén and the
"New York Jougnal-American." o. i g
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Enclosed herewith af#®» two coples of L:IzJ memorandum
dated August 24, 1964, at New‘York City settidg forth the
results of inferviews with Jodeph Kingsbury-Smhth, publisher
of the "New Yérk Journal-~American," and Dorothy Kilgallen on
August 21, 1964. 2 S o
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In the absence of a specific requestSfrom the
President's (Pmmission, ejge—odbatiu willl be madézto conduct
interviews of- Commissigh fmembers of its staff dr to conduct
any other indlcated ifvedtigation within the &gnfines of the
authority of #he Commissfon ovel s personnelzand activities,
as it is felif that the\C{mmission Ptself may wish to resolve
any such math;_ers. s 9 ,

; or placed in the collections of

Felerenee use Oonly Lron

IMIC COPPY wWas Produced 1o

» . o
The investigation ag requested is céatinuing and

you will be @’omptly advised gf the results.
. . o - o A '; :

e Special$ollecfio

.. - = SEncerely yours,
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The EPresident's Commfission on the Asfissination =

of President Xennedy has requiisted that an investigation 3

be conducted %o determine howS8a transcript of. the Commission's® .

interview with Jack L. Ruby cgme into the posggssion of =

Dorothy Kilg@.len and the "Neg York Journal-Amgrican," =

' S n Q

Jos%:h Kingsbury-Smigh, Publisher of %he "New York &

Journal-Amerigan'y, on August 2B, 1964, advised %hat previous o

- to that date,~he . asked Dorothy Kilgallen to identify the sourcé.

who furnishedaher the transcrfpt of Jack Ruby &3 interview &

by the Presidgnt’s Commissionpn the Assassindfion of Presidenty

Kennedy., Mr.2Smith stated th&t Miss Kilgallerprefused to 2

reveal her source, but did indicate to him thas the source o.

was someone ifside the Commisgion who was a frfend of hers N

of long standing. - .§ o = B 'E
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Mr, 1th stated thatihe questioned MEss Kilgallen =

thoroughly angmshe told him th&t she would stake her reputatiorg

on the fact tRe transcript of Ruby's interviewSefinltely was g

not stolen, ngt bought apd nothipe dllegal waszdone in obtainirfg

it. Miss Kilgallen told mitnephat she wogld give her Ke)

word of honorcon this j e, ith statedhat on the 3

‘basis of the %)ove fac re=gawih ] -Anericants attorneys g

declilded that blicatid

transcripf did not violatei:
BUls commission was n¢p conducting
a trlal and wgs not trying DY . According toMr. Smith, the
attorneys for «he newspaper sald the transcript)could be
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Teleolreilee USe OnNly LU aiaata vy

and not a woman, She said hey source 18 a friend of hers of -
- long standing. . She stated thAt the source gage her the
" transcript ag & ?ffriend;y_”ges‘_ur_e.";.s;:.ﬂ- T e
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Dordthy Kilgallen waS interviewed onvhugust 21, 1964,
at her Town Hpuse located at #5 East 68th Strédt, New York,
New York. 2 3 Y .

Loz - 8, : < :

Mis§ Kilgallen stated that she refusfdl to reveal
the source whp gave her the transcript of the Jack Ruby
snterview by &he President!s Bommission on tha: Assassination
of President-ennedy. . 3 5 '

(9]
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Mis§ Kilgallen stated that she wouldCldentify
the squrce oily as a "presponsible person who ppd a legal
right to theitranscript," Shg stated that'shg was the only
person who kifew the identity @f the source an® that she
"would die" gather than revead his identity. »Miss Kilgallen .
said that shg based her refusdl to identify her source
on the rightof a newspaper rgporter_ to proteg}. his sources

d person; or placed in thé collections of any, inStitution orin

of informatien. - . =
| o . » 'a . + Z
Misé Kilgallen apecf&*;gpally was aske& whether or not ‘_éj :
the source wis a member of thg Presldent's Comhission 1tself . s
or a staff m_o ber or employeel She refused t@ answer, -5
: Q = . 3
Mis& Kilgallen specifically was askei: 1f the source §
ngel -

was someone t on the Commission, such as Ruby's defense cou
or someone elSe who waschresewd=duping the inferview or who -
might legally{ have recgé Rof the tragscript. She
refused to afiswer. ~ ” :

2 n o,
' Mis& Kilgall ®hat she wold refuse to
give the dat® on which eRe—we wod the Ruby transcript and
would refuseSto identify the city in which shg obtalned it. .
@ >, . , 0% .
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“MisE Kilgallen did s%ate that her soWrce was a man
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Migs Kilgallen statgd that she would:swear that

5hsofan

the transcript and did not gave or promise her source anythi
in exchange foe the transcriptg
) on

1

in obtainin%%it. she stated®that she did nofg pay money for

Mi%? Kiigallen're Hed to ééy 1f she! first approache
the source or 1f the source Uirst approachedg?er about the
o PRt :

5 2 : Qﬁ
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Shg stated this so@pce gave her a tC)ed transcript
scnggt geveral days
and had copfes made including photostats. Mips Kilgallen
then gave tfje transcript back to her gource .

o
or placed in the callect

D- i = . pd P E"‘ .
; Migs Kilgallen recaled from memorysihat the transcﬁipt
she receiveﬁ'was numbered frém Page 1 to Pag 103, She sald g

that one page was missing. .She belleves thesmissing page wag?
numbered 59% otherwise the anscript appea to be complet
pPage 103 ofgthe transcript was«a notarized sfatement from thes

-

stenographer who was presentgduring the intepview.
. _ g

thoz&

! , s =
Migs Kilgallen staééd the "New York?journal-Americaé?

" does not kngw the ldentity of her source andfin fact, she

the identity of her 2

told the neffspaper le senthan.ahg fold the inerviewing agentii
et w0 > :
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MiEs Kilgalferfdid not firnish any ‘@ther informatiorg

of value, She stated Y K & the only person who knows 4

e will nevef reveal 1it.
Q
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Mi§s Kilgallen volunteered to g0 td%Washington, D.CSE

© to testify @n this matter before the Presidentts Commission. 2
. She emphasized, however, t she also will Befuse to identi
.. her source %o the Commissioiy or anyone else,.g She stated tha
Ly regardlessggfwxhe,consequenqgs,ﬁshe will nevgr identify the

uced

7 gource to .aByone. = o -
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