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APPENDIX I

Letter from Richard Helms:"Jim Garrison and the CIA"®
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9. Letter and enclosure, July 24, 1968, Kennedy Assassination
Series, Assassination Ccommission (correspondence) 1968, Richard
B. Russell Collection, Richard B. Russell Memorial Library,

University of Georgia Librarles, Athens.
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I hgve been recelving a?;spate of letters réulting

from the tglevision appearancéof a so-called comedian, Mort
Sahl, on t8e Merv Griffin showSof 8 July. Interviewed on that
program, Sghl made ridiculous gllegations against“%he Agency,
some of which appear on page S5of the attached mefgrandum. This
paper is a_bit long, I fear, byt it does glve youya rather good
round-up of what Garrison has}een saying with rejpect to the
Agency andjthe agsassination ¢f.President Kennedyi
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I Wite you this letteif; because I am co d that you
may receivs inquiries from senatorial colleagues as a result of
this Mort §ahl appearance. I want you to be inforged and

3 ggh questions.s
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Jim Gar on,and the CIA
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. 1. ABcording to an article in the 12 July Newg York Times, ___.°

___a copy of Wiich is attached, Ng¥ Orleans District Bttorney Jim
Garrison aggerts that his officg has established ‘"lf‘iié'éh'"" ‘with a
"foreign inﬁ%lligence agency" v@ich had "penetrate{ﬁ the forces
involved in_ghe assassination ofPPresident Kennedyc-z*" The article
suggests thgt one William C. V\E)od (aka Bill Boxley), purportedly
a CIA emplgayee for "two to fivg years in the 1950'%" has served
as Garrisomn's representative i contacting the ""forgign intelligence
agency. " ’Iui)xe remainder of thaarticle is a rehashrof Garrison's
current a.ss@ssina.tion theory which assigns the ro@ of principal
villain to "@ements in CIA, " %
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2. Ggrrison's colorful bt unsupported introduction of a

mysteriousZ'foreign intelligenf% agency' into his ¢ynspiracy con-
coction is completely in charagier with his perfortrance during the
past eightegn months, First, Garrison habituallyareveals" sen-
gational "farts' in order to avdid responding to, amd to divert
attention ff3m, irrefutable cri@ciam of his case. YIn this instance,
Garrison'sh evelations were st¥mulated by requesty to comment on
a 25, 000-wgrd article by Edwagd Jay Epstein in tig 13 July New
Yorker mafazine. The articlegis a comprehensive) carefully writ-
ten attack gh Garrison's methods and motives. Eétein, a Harvard
professor %ho is widely regara‘éd as the most knowledgeable and
responsiblggcritic of the Warren Commission Repcg-t, is dismissed
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e for Garrisdh to introduce

buttress his3'facts' in the
absence of $ocumentarysovideresm Fhe fact that s§ch past experts
or informagts as David Ferrie, Perry Russo, Donald Norton, and
Gordon No#ktl all were subseqft"gntly discredited and impeached
(Russo Wagcconvicted of perjufy) has not deterred-g}arrison from
unveiling yget one more reliabl% operative, WillianR C. Wood,

cloaked in§ pseudonym (Bill ﬁ‘jxley), purportedly‘@ former CIA
employee &nd Garrison's "liaig)n with a foreign infelligence agency.'
In fact, Wqpd was a CIA emplggee from DecemberS1950 until January

1953, His-fesignation was reqgested because of al'goholism, a con-
dition fronfwhich he had not récovered as recently:,:1 as February 1967.
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4, Aghird feature of Gafrison's public pronguncements of
dramatic déyelopments i8 what‘:\by now has becomeirtually an all-
consuming greoccupa.tion with @A as the arch vill@n of his sundry
conspiracy.fheories. Garrisons critics, includiniBat least one
former me;gber of his staff, b@ieve that Garrisonhas concentrated
his fire on GIA because the Agé:ncy will not "talk b§ck, " because the
. ——CIA's-"seciecy".absolyes Gargison of the need to fparshal facts and.
evidence, afd because two of Girrison's closest collaborators --
Mark Lane ;é.nd Mort Sahl -- arfé fanatically hostilg}to the Agency.
A brief review of Garrison's trgatment of CIA singd his investiga-
tion first cme to light in Febrary 1967 provides fhteresting in-
sights into gzrrison's overall Egspect for consisteﬂcy, orthodox

\

legal procegses, and truth. % .
2 g <

5. Chrrison's crusade h$s moved through thiee discernible
phases, in 8ach of which CIA }és played an increag@ingly ubiquitous
and ominou® role. Garrison ﬁgst concentrated hi§:£forts on the
theory that‘g..ee Harvey OswaldSvas but one figurep a conspiracy
of Cuban exiles and sexual deviates of which-Clay Shaw was alleged
to be a leacg‘ng figure. Apart @om periodic and dﬁconnected hints
that variou® "suspects' had beénh connected with CIA at one time
or anotherEGarrison assigned$he Agency no cleaﬁpart in the kill-
ing of Presgdent Kennedy nor if§ the alleged effort py the Govern-
ment to sugpress the truth. © Z
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6. By mid-1967 Garrisof)'s case against Shaw had been ex-
amined ratRer thoroughly and élattered by, amongothers, The
Saturday Ep%enigg Post and an NBC Special telecasté Phase two
commencedfat this time ith.ClaseShaw being all bxt discarded and
relegated g minor stafigtand Garri@n now allegipg that he was
being victix%ized by a iye e rpgment plot to%uppress the
nreal' fact® of the asé l ing the nextSpeveral months
Garrison directed a se subpoénas and extragition requests
at public amd private individuals who were said to fossess infor-
mation, th% revelation of which: would expose the @)vernmept's
suppression of vital information. Garrison's precgcupation with
the Goverraxent's supposed obgruction of justice gso conveniently
obscured His own floundering gr a new assaséinaggon theory to
replace hisSClay Shaw gambit.'; CIA began to figurg more promi-
nently in dérrison's public stagements. GarrisonZame to argue
during this_g)eriod that CIA wa-% informed of the agSassination
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before the fact, knew the identifjication of the "killeg\x;s" (some of

whom were @connected" with CQ&), and was in factQ@ot only sup-
pressing sugh information (withothe connivance of fRe Warren Com-
nd;s;gﬁ_fﬁag_xd&tb?t Government figures, including

assassins, g, ° il el sl s e _
b 5 0 -
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7. T_Ee third and currentSphase of Garrison®® campaign began

in late 1967% Garrison, by nowf?in the tow of such gBsassination
conspiracy Eheorists a8 Mark Isane and Mort Sahl,Mapparently con-
cluded that-CIA not only could 8 billed as the leading force in the
suppressio®of truth but also cqld be cast convincingly as having
actively pa{iicipated in the ass@ssination itself. plicating CIA
directly in the planning and exe%ution of the Presidént's murder also
provided (fax the first time) G&zrison with a moti\a for the crime --
CIA "knew"?_that President Kenfiedy was moving to®ard a "detente'
with the So{dets and the Cuban% and pecause__n_CIA %d other nefarious
elements ofthe negtablishmentd have a vested intexest in creating,
maintaining and exacerbating fhe '"Cold War, " Pidgsident Kennedy
had to be "eliminated." Alongdvith a master villafh and a tidy mo-
tive, GarriBon also began weajang an intricate scésario of the actual
assassinatihn. Rather than a 1®ne gunman -- indezd, Garrison now
argues that;‘oOswald was a "pa.tg"g\,gluho never fired% shot -- Garrison.
contends that there were four §psas sination teamsgijnvolving at least
gixteen indfviduals who fired aPthe President frorithe grassy knoll,
a sewer, and a second building’in addition to the Book Depository.
& o

[flle aspect of :éarriéon's alto-

and web spijfhing is that he has
ig Ngrgvic te! of evidence vrhich can be sub-
stantiated & stand thé&tept of studie[‘l\bi scrutiny. 'I’gis can be no more =
aptly illustiated than incSommostéemyAth the allegafjons he has made
about CIA'g supposed involvement, What follows F3 a list of several.
charges m%de by Garrison agi:&inet CIA, each acc&_g\panied by a brief
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3 Lee Harvey Oswald and Jack Ruby wéfe CIA 'agents, "

and Oswald provided CLA information on thecassassination
frongits inception. Garjgison's "evidence" 15 a phone number
in Ogwald's diary, allegﬁd to be the encodedinumber of CIA's
offict in Dallas, and infgrmation obtained frfu?m a ""former CIA
couffer." In fact, the e&coded CIA phone n@nber has proved
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to bessheer invention ang ''the courier was.gubsequently S
idengﬁed as a psychotic‘@vith a penchant foxgpathological &
lyin% The fact is the c%hrges of CIA relatrgnships with =
—————Osw#ld-and-Ruby are.€o _gxpl_e_t_el,y_,fél_s_e,. T Z
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4. CIA (and the Warzgn Commisgsion) ha¥e suppressed

repogx)'te and other docum#nts which "re‘ve&‘f_&IA's connec-
tion®with various suspe@ts and implicate OFA in the assas si-
natign. This charge is Based on certain unedassified file
title& of classified infor%ation CIA providegthe_ Warren
Conifnission during its groceedings. The fapt is that the in-
fornfation is sensitive bacause of its sourceg or the methods

usecﬁin its collection an® not because of its(pertinence to the

worl§ of the Commissiong DO‘
G
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'-‘E Oswald was acconfpanied by a CIA agént during his trip
to M@xico City immediafely prior to the as q?_ssination. This
chatwe is based on Garrison's claim that CPA has suppressed
a phftograph which pictiges Oswald and a ¢1a agent leaving

the @uban Embassy in N%,xico City. No su§
£
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g CIA secretly pai Jor the June 1967 I\éC Special telecast'q:,]
critizal of Garrison. Ugtrue and patently asurd. =
= o m 2
'§ CIA retained ClaQShaw's lawyers. Ealse and also 3
absu¥d. = o =
5 2 :
£ William Garrison's kgy staff men who >,
resi%ned in J 7 in publifidisillusionmgnt with Garrison)
wasQ'set up" by t nfiltrated" Ggrrison's staff. §
Fal&— ﬁ 'g 4 -Er
. & k: 2
« Several men arrested (and subsequently released) at thet;
scext of the assassinatidn are connected with the Central =
Intelligence Agency. G@rrison unveiled sorje photographs on ¢
the 3l January 1968 Joh%iy Carson show andclaimed that 3

"segeral men"' picfuredén the photographs (ﬁere in the processy
of being arrested and wére '"connected withSCIA," In fact, the3
pictfres are from the p_gotographic departn_f_ént of the Dallas
Tim@s Herald, whose nianaging editor evinfed that he person-
allyGnspected the photographs and that they%showed nothing
mo'ﬁ than some bystant&ers being routinelyguestioned by

poljgemen. ‘
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9. ’g‘.ere is perhaps no gnorQ suitable manmnér in which to
] conclude than with a series of uotes, without cornent, from the

J grossest dgthe allegations byfg}arnson and his px"g):xmpal propa-

) - gandist,- Nﬁ_ﬁ)rb Sahl, ——————2—— S -
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4. "The Central Intehhgence Agency . » created the tab-—
9 5
leau™=- the cover scene =~ beforehand.. .thf_g is standard for
a CIB agsassination...what I'm talking abo@f is nothing less
thanFascism, which hagtarrived in Ameru;g
levision,
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¢ P "He (Garrison) feé;}s . .that they (CIALD are involved in

! the c@ath of Senator Robfrt Kennedy and Mastin Luther King.' .E
i o ‘§sanl, Barry Gray Bhow, 30 June 1968)’°
. — —_—
j 2 "We...have 1nfor;§at10n that the FBI@ been asked by o
f the GJA to keep out of tho King case." o’
1: gSahl Barry Gray ﬁnow, 30 June 1968)8

"Some people behéve they (CIA) had g take his (Pre81—
dent_g(ennedy s) life to c‘gntrol ours, " Z
'&Sashl Merv GriffinShow, 8 July 1968)
m
"Shaw, Bradley.. Novel Martin. . .W:Forked for the CIA,

The@ guys still get $300 a week."
Barry Gray @ww, 30 June 1968) 3
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last $ear, CIA lpeoble were iiArkansas wo ing to unseat him.% }
’

{

£ (SahlPMerv GriffinShow, 8 July 1968)
: 1 _(sanl X : :
-& oA

I believe that if Senator McCart —5 were elected and
atterepted to dismantle tHese people who havg assumed power,
I believe that they (CIAYFould kill him." 3
-gSahl Barry Gray %\ow, 30 June 1968)’O

in any

GIA LIBRARIES, Athens 30602.

collections of any institution ori
ceuse only from material in the
Sthe words on it may be: reproduce




