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APPENDIX I 

Letter from Richard Helms:"Jim Garrison and the CIA"® 

sh
 

Semen oe wee mee wwe ee ee = 

9, Letter and enclosure, July 24, 1968, Kennedy Assassination 

Series, Assassination Commission (correspondence) 1968, Richard 

B. Russell Collection, Richard B. Russell Memorial Library, 

University of Georgia Libraries, Athens. 
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I hgve been receiving azspate of letters regulting 

from the television appearancezof ‘a so-called comedian, Mort 
Sahl, on t@e Merv Griffin showzof 8 July. Interv{fewed on that 
program, Sghl made ridiculous allegations against4he Agency, 

some of which appear on page Sof the attached memgrandum. This 

paper is abit long, I fear, byt it does give you-a rather good 

round-up of what Garrison has ‘Seen saying with regpect to the 

Agency andsthe asaassination ¢f.President Kennedy) 
& : fe )° 

. . o 
I wite you this-lettery because I am co d that you 

may receiva inquiries from senatorial colleagues as a result of 

this Mort gah] appearance. I want you to be informed and 
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The Honorable Richard B. Russe¥1, Chairman = 

Committee Gn Armed Services 2 z 

United States Senate 9 a 

Washington D. C. 2 S 
3 s O° 

My dear Mrg Chairman: 2 fe 



: 3 c ‘ 
n Oo Q 

e a | es 

= S) 2 
& n v 

6 = c 
an GS i) 

a Jim Garrison,and the CIA) qj 
~ S 

S a Ne) 
9 ”n a 

aa 1. Agcording to an articke in the 12 July Neve York Times,____.S_ 

___a copy of Wich is attached, Ngw Orleans District Bttorney Jim _ 
Garrison aggerts that his officg has established "Gison" with a 

"foreign intelligence agency" Which had "penetrate@ the forces 

involved in She assassination oP President Kennedy" The article 

suggests that one William C. Vépod (aka Bill Boxley), purportedly 

a CIA emplfyee for "two to fiv& years in the 19501 has served 

as Garrison's representative ig contacting the "forgign intelligence 

agency."' The remainder of thévarticle is a rehashrof Garrison's 

current assassination theory w ich assigns the role of principal 

villain to "Gements in CIA," is 
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2. Garrison's colorful b@t unsupported introduction of a 

my sterious@'foreign intelligeng agency" into his ¢pnspiracy con- 

coction is gompletely in charadfer with his perfortmance during the 

past eightegn months. First, Garrison habitually Mreveale" sen- 

sational "facts'' in order to avdid responding to, amd to divert 

attention ffém, irrefutable crificism of his case, Yn this instance, 

Garrison'stevelations were stimulated by requestg to comment on 

a 25, 000-wgrd article by Edwagd.Jay Epstein in tg 13 July New 
Yorker magazine. The articlepis a comprehensive) carefully writ- 

ten attack Gh Garrison's methods and motives. Epstein, a Harvard 

professor who is widely regartied as the most knowledgeable and 

responsibldcritic of the Warren Commission Repdt, is dismissed 
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e for Garrisdh to introduce 
buttress his2'facts" in the 

absence of documentaryourtdeneuem Fhe fact that sch past experts 

or informagts as David Ferrie, Perry Russo, Donald Norton, and 

Gordon Now! all were subsequently discredited and impeached 

(Russo wag convicted of perjufy) has not deterred Siarrison from 

unveiling y@t one more reliabl& operative, WillianC. Wood, 

cloaked inS pseudonym (Bill Boxley), purportedly“ former CIA 

employee and Garrison's "liaison with a foreign intelligence agency.' 

In fact, Wdod was a CIA employee from December1950 until January 

1953. His-Sesignation was requested because of algoholism, a con- 

dition frontwhich he had not r@covered as recently as February 1967. 
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4, Adhird feature of Gazrison's public pronguncements of 

dramatic déxelopments is what-by now has become—Wirtually an all- 

consuming fireoccupation with GLA asthe arch villain of his sundry 

conspiracy-theories. Garrisons critics, includin®at least one 

former member of his staff, believe that Garrison,has concentrated 

his fire on GIA because the Agency will not "talk b&ck, ' because the 

_---—~CIA!s"seckecy"absolves Garrison of the need to marshal facte. and. 

evidence, afid because two of Garrison's closest collaborators -- 

Mark Lane and Mort Sahl -- arg fanatically hostilqto the Agency. 

A brief revfew of Garrison's trgatment of CIA sings his investiga- 

tion first c@ne to light in Febréary 1967 provides fpteresting in- 

sights into Eesrisonts overall if spect for consisteticy, orthodox 

legal processes, andtruth. 5 4 

a S < 
53 Grrrison's crusade hs moved through thzee discernible 

phases, in 8ach of which CIA és played an increa@jngly ubiquitous 

and ominoug role. Garrison fiPst concentrated noe on the 

theory that Hee Harvey Oswaldgvas but one figure dip a conspiracy 

of Cuban exfles and sexual deviates of. which Clay Ghaw was alleged 

to be a leading figure. Apart Son periodic and dfgconnected hints 

that variou® ''suspects" had beg connected with CiA at one time 

or another;=Garrison assignedShe Agency no cleafXpart in the kill- 

ing of President Kennedy nor i the alleged effort by the Govern- 

ment to suppress the truth. “o yd 
‘3 s poe D> 

6. By mid-1967 Garrisof#'s case against Shaw had been ex- 

amined rater thoroughly and shattered by, among-others, The 

Saturday Eening Post and an NBC Special telecast: Phase two 

commencedéat this time ith Clas.Shaw being all byt discarded and 

relegated €6 minor stavigjand GarrigQn now allegirg that he was 

being victimized by a iye Goverment plot toQuppress the 

"real" fact€ of the ashas#ination. De ing the nextSseveral months 

Garrison directed a sexigs of subpoénas and extragition requests 

at public aid private individuals ‘who were said to Bossess infor- 

mation, th revelation of which; would expose the €@pvernment's 

suppression of vital information. Garrison's preagcupation with 

the Government's supposed obstruction of justice 4180 conveniently 

obscured Hs own floundering Gr a new assassinatfpn theory to 

replace hiasClay Shaw gambit._ CIA began to figurg more promi- 

nently in Garrison's public stafements. Garrison‘tame to argue 

during thisdperiod that CIA wag informed of the asS3assination 
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before the fact, knew the identification of the "killers" (some of 

whom were #connected" with CA), and was in factQ@ot only sup- 

pressing such information (withthe connivance of (Re Warren Com- 
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7. TRe third and currentOphase of Garrison‘ campaign began 

in late 1967> Garrison, by nowgin the tow of such gSsassination 

conspiracy £heorists a8 Mark Isane and Mort Sahl,Aapparently con- 

cluded that“CIA not only could 8 billed as the leading force in the 

suppressior® of truth but also c@ild be cast convincjngly as having 

actively pa¥ticipated in the ass$ssination itself. plicating CIA 

directly in fhe planning and exegution of the Presidént's murder also 

provided (far the first time) Gagrison with a moti for the crime -- 

CIA knew that President Kenfiedy was moving toWard a "detente" 

with the Sofiets and the Cubang and because CIA ood other nefarious 

elements ofthe Nestablishment? have a vested intexest in creating, 

maintaining and exacerbating Ehe ''Cold War," Pxgsident Kennedy 

had to be "gliminated."" Along Qvith a master villafA and a tidy mo- 

tive, Garridon also began weaving an intricate scéHario of the actual 

assassinatign. Rather than a l$ne gunman -- inde@d, Garrison now 

argues thatsOswald was a "pat ay'!.who never fired shot -- Garrison. 

contends that there were four 4$8a8 sination teams,jnvolving at least 

sixteen indyviduals who fired athe President froriithe grassy knoll, 

a sewer, ad a second building?in addition to the Book Depository. 
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fRle aspect of Garrison's alto- 

and web spifming is that he has 

iy ae vtite te! of evidence which can be sub- 

stantiated ér stand thatest of studied scrutiny. THis can be no more ~ 

aptly illustZated than ineSonmecteom Eth the allegafjons he has made 

about CIA's supposed involvement, What follows ¥ a list of several. 

char ges mide by Garrison agagnst CIA, each apeyepanied by a brief 
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S Lee Harvey Oswald and Jack Ruby wéfe CIA "agents, '! 

and Oswald provided CIA information on thesassassination 

frompits inception. Gargison's "evidence" $6 a phone number 

in Ogwald's diary, alleged to be the encodeddnumber of CIA's 

offic in Dallas, and infgrmation obtained from a "former CIA 

couffer."' In fact, . the eficoded CIA phone ngimber has proved 
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to be sheer invention ang "the courier" was8,subsequently 

identified asa psychoticgwith a penchant fox¢pathological 

lying The fact is the cHarges of CIA relatronships with 

____OswéAd and Ruby_are_comppletely fatse. -. -&. 
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= CIA (and the Warien Commission) have suppressed ~~~ 

reports and other documents which "reveal CIA's connec- 

tion®with various suspeets and implicate OF in the assas si- 

nati@n. This charge is Based on certain unedassified file 

title& of classified inforfaation CIA provideffthe Warren 

Cominission during its jroceedings. The fapt is that the in- 

fornéation is sensitive beacause of its sources or the methods 

usedvin its collection ane not because of its(pertinence to the 

worl? of the Commissions & 
Ga 

(3) ie) se 

= Oswald was accor&panied by a CIA agent during his trip 

to México City immediately prior to the as ¢3.ssination. This 

charpe is based on Garrison's claim that CbA has suppressed 

a ph§tograph which pictures Oswald anda GIA agent leaving 

the Guban Embassy in Mexico City. No sugh 
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5 CIA secretly paid‘for the June 1967 NBC Special telecast’® 

crit%eal of Garrison, Ugtzue and patently ajsurd. z= 

- 5 iQ 2 

QD CIA retained Clay2Shaw's lawyers. False and also eI 

abstd. = © 5 

5 Z : 
< William Garrison's kgy staff menwho >, 

resigned in J 7 in publiQ\disillusionm@nt with Garrison) 5 

was S'set me "infiltrated" Gérrison!s staff. 2 

Falée. Re = ) Z 

a i 2 
« Several men arrested (and subsequently released) at the= 

scent of the assassination are connected with the Central e 

InteHligence Agency. G@rrison unveiled some photographs on ¢ 

the @l January 1968 Johispy Carson show andg.claimed that 3 

"several men" picturedSn the photographs Were in the processy 

of being arrested and w6re "connected withSCIA." In fact, the’? 

pictfres are from the photographic departnfent of the Dallas 

Tinfes Herald, whose nzanaging editor evinfed that he person- re
pr
 

ally‘inspected the photographs and that they¥showed nothing 8 

mof¢ than some bystanders being routinelygquestioned by > 

poligemen. 5 = = 
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9. Fhere is perhaps no gnore § suitable manner in which to 

j conclude than with a series ofjuotes, without corfment, from the 

a grossest GB the allegations wii senna and his prgpcipal | propa- 

) - gandist,- Mayet. Sahl,__——_____2——_ —_——— - 
= G 

(ESS ——— ea be aes a 
o."The Geniral ‘{ntelbigence Agency. . -  Gheated the be 
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leau‘+- the cover scene =- beforehand.. thi is standard for 

} a ci assassination...what I'm talking abo! is nothing less 

: than Zascism, which hasrrived in jm 
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: & Garrison, Dutch 

5 S ‘EFebruary 1968) | 

i ° a < 
i Y "He (Garrison) fea\s. .. that they (CLAD are involved in 

t the ath of Senator Rob&rt Kennedy and Mastin Luther King.".& 

» ‘§Sahl, Barry Gray Show, 30 June 1968)3 
y ~ 5 2 
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; <2 "We...have inforipation that the, FBIG been asked by = 

q the GIA to keep out of thé King case." oo 

i {oan Barry Gray Gow 30 June 1968)5 
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"Some people belitve they (CIA) had g take his (Presi- 

dent ennedy* s) life to é§ntrol ours." z 

Weal, Merv Griffir-Show, 8 July 1968) 
ea) 

3 shaw, Bradley... ENoval, Martin. . Worked for the CIA. 

Thea guys still get $300 a week." 
Party Gray Sow, 30 June 1968)§ 
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"When Sey nated about Baiting their budgeig 

last Year, CIA people were imArkansas wo ing to unseat him.3 
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E (Sahl Merv Griffin=Show, 8 July 1968) : 
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% I believe that if Senator McCart ‘iS were elected and 

atterapted to dismantle these people who have assumed power, g 

I believe that they (CIA}gvould kill him." “9 
‘qsanl, Barry Gray Show, 30 June 1968)8 
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