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S Selected memo and letters, Kennedy Assassination Series, As-
& S3ssination Commission (correspondence) 1969-1970, Richard B.
Ussell Collection, Richard B. Russell Memorial Library, Univer-
Sty of Georgla Llbraries, Athens.
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Attached®hereto is the information left w"_a.gzh me by Mr. Hazold
Weisberg, whoé"you will remembdy is the critic % the Warren Con@ission
who met you bgpiefly in the ha@: a week or so agoQ. g

) S & . g

If the cfpy of the transcg‘ipt or minutes %tached is the o_nily,
record in theGArchives on whatgtranspired.at the September 18 nget-
ing, it wouldfappear to be a vegry serious mattexr., Clearly, theie
are verbatim jranscripts avalilable for the othér sessions of t
commission. %he treatment of §/our exceptions E the first propgsed
draft of the Eeport are obvioug.hly inadequate_s ite no real mentdon is
made of them the attached c®py. You will*no¥ that Weisberg fias
included a copy of the letter o him from the A¥chivist of ‘the g‘nited
States under &te of May 20th @f this year andijin the third parg-
graph of thatSletter the stategent is made "No Srerbatim transcrspt
of the Executfye Session of Seftember 18, 1964 s known to be agong
the records of the Commission.2 The only explanation of this which
I can think off is perhaps the gerbétim transcri%t is still classified
and not availdpPle at all. Weigberg requested tHat if you have éxffici-—
ent interest ff this matter t_og_make an effort see the record® in
the Archives, &that you let himSknow first becauyge he says he hag
some other infdrmation which he knows you wouldwant to see befate goinc
to the troublé-of making pa, the Archi&es. .

2 > 3,
Vicisms Of the Commissionf-he .
itten ang which have beeff.

s1y)

With refé&ence to hid en ;
left with me ur books which he has:
published critdcal of the&!ommissio gnd I havezscanned them all and
completely redd the firstYOHEwWhich was the onf§ one that receided
very wide diss®mination. . His work is scholarlySand evidences ag
tremendous amount of research. s His basic appro8ch is not to try to
Prove that Oswéi.ld was innocent 8although acceptapce of his inferences,
etc,, lead to &hat conclusion. g ' 2. 2

E ' C = v =
_ His metho& is to restrictthis criticism togthe actual infoxk
matioén which t@e Commission had and ‘he is criti@al of the Commisg®ion
only to the dedree that it_del%ated too heavil§ to the staff. Qne
of his strongeSt points of dep#rture with the Cemmission is on the
Number of shotg, fired and on whdch shots hit CoBnally and/or o
the President.™ He completely a%]rees with your g‘xesis that no ong

'StO hit both Pfesident and theg Governor. He i B
lhatt there we at least four Shots fired andaégo Sﬂf}zym%’%%} eg%s

destroying th& possibility thao Oswald acted afpne and independently.
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"T}@ Senators who q@iest:.oned Marina Oswald at

that njysterlous Sunday &n
1964 Imve serious doubfs

were c&nflrmed by her ﬁ‘erformance.
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"To agyone with any e

or ana;:]zy51s, the most mn
Commis$ion's inquiry 1g
quest:g)n or criticism ©f

is notf:poss.lble that tBe:

as th::a record shows.“f-*
Weisberg ivas at one time
research, he lms apparently be
of the Kennedgg’Assassination.
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I have arf¥ of his books W
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ight hearing 1n85eptember,
about the repomt that
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r:Lence in 1nves@19at10n
credible part - the

its completeilagk of

‘the police. I just
police are-as ﬁncompetent
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Senate 1nvest1gf§,tor and, through
mevery. knowledgable on all aspé’t:ts
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?Honorable Rich&&d B. Russell 'S < &
ﬁActn' Mr. Chardes Campbell 8 91 =
3 ynited States Spnate e a ) =
Washingon,: D, Q_—i’ ; o a
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ear Senator Rq§sell'  Teme = N ; I,
t was an unex;%cted pleasure tcSl meet you yesterd'ay. -

M

am particulaé:y gratified at ghis accident. for% did not, until;
hen, know thatmpyou had misgivilgs about who- Oswa>ld really was, it
may put it t}gt way. B s el __‘
> There is a consaderable amount of;t‘ new material om this, beginnlngg
3'I believe, wltbgmy work, and caryied consnderably, forward by Dis—
“trict Attorney rrison., For exhmpls, I believeZI have establish@d
rth&t Osweld, th® so-called "Com@\nist", got Comm@nist literature ¥ -
3openly in. the M:ar-ine Corps while? he enjoyed a toff secret securlty‘i’.
»clearance. He was actually stncﬁ'xgly anti-Commungst and antl-—Soviset.
rI know from oth@r official sourcas that he had a?oc;atlon_s in N
20rleans that wege withheld from gou members, of the Warren Commis-c:
ysion., It is myﬂinformation, as at is my bellef,:cﬁzhat thls was kr%wn
-to the stafr, £ S

-\I now have tape?recorded interviews with a numbee of people who m
0swald in New Opleans in plaGmeyp=gn=apgasions an® with people nots:
~testified to be§ore either ghe Commi jn or theZstaff, although -z
-this informatioB was readiXs ayailable om both¥the witnesses exam-
2ined and not as%ad this andJotr : but notoquestloned at ali

zFurther, Oswald<was known have haditen assoc:.aﬁlon with one of cthe,
Switnesses befor§ the Commission who had connectifhs with the ex trgm-
gist Cuban factipns. This was not adduced in the dgtestimony, nor dtes
51t exist in the.FBI or Secret Seg'vice reports, although it was kn§wn.
~Relating to thidkis the careful Geading of a related witness by the

Hc = = O
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3staff lawyer tolsircumvent what Would have dis¢ldmed this. The rg-

nsult is an opendeception in thad testimony, makﬁif' it appear as &
athough these twoiwitnesses had bt a casual. relaﬁonship with each

: Uother that, remﬁkably, began thg day that. Oswa1d3 just as remark8- °

lly, blundered jmto the store offone. - The .truth@s that these twg
{Witnesses had ki¥dwn each other f‘or some, timé. and thad, .indeed, ent red
ointa a small co ract, a copy ofgwhich -was obtai%d by the Secretg,
3%rvice and was ever thereaftermmentioned. It @ not in your

sPrinted evidencen but is in the giles. o
c.I have this evi@nce and will. sugply it to you, i’f you want it.
°I‘1 this connect%n, I think you glso should know. $hat your .staff Paw-

M q'1.1
ST 9OUIDJINA

}g?l‘ nade a "dealy designed to degy the public th&%knowledge that §ne
3% these witnesses did, in fact,*cgive testimony. <
fh? . . ot é L = g
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Enclosed is aog‘copy of my corr@pondence Wwith Arghivist Rhoads ofy the
executive sesgion transcripts,Sparticularly th&saltered one of Bep-
tember 18, 1 , & copy of whih I gave you yefterday. Most pepti-
nent is the s&cond paragraph df my letter of M&y L and the thirg of

his letter ofgMay 20. Because¢jof your personalsinterest, I underline
his sentenceig & ... el

e e g == 5 =
_..."No veRbatim transcriptSof-the-executivedsessicn of Septgmber——
718, 19§, is known to bg among the records of the Commisaion."
=

[¢]
This means th&t, in the officifl depository, tfgse questions yof, and

other members Ppf the Commissio?;; raised about thy draft of the Report
no longer exigt. e o

o Q
-
Please notice %hlso that where g»_declared that ]Eghave knowledge &f
what was discUbsed at the execative session of @Panuary 27, l%b,‘é_ that
is not includefl in what I was §llowed and 1s nof within the destrip-
tion of what wWas withheld and &Sked for a list 3f the subjects dis-
cussed, this whs denied me in Dp. Rhoads! lettelr of May 20, whegb he

repeats what smounts to a righ§ to suppress by %w power, o
<« w

- g —
There are othep references in wmy letter of ‘_,'_ay';) I hope Mr, Campbell
will understar@ and analyze fom® you,» = <& & o

The last psrag®aph requests fux?,ther amplificatifh of what is of Fost
direct interes® to you. Shoul® I get an answery» I will send youb a
copy . = - =

o =3 ’
If there is an¥ manner in whiclS I can serve youp please ask., A
you know, you fay have copies o_;g anything I havis

I write this af§ we are all immeFsed in this new%ational trauma,j
the shooting o® Senator Robert ennedy. It weighs upon me espac@-
ally because only last night, oA TV in Washingtgyl, I discussed jﬁst‘
this, which ha& been predicted §_o me two months @igo. If his accgsed
assailant turn§) out to be a Cuban, I think you will have grounds>for
additional apprshension about the i adequacy of athe information 'g_ou
were supplied &bout Oswaldgqre 3

n
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Sino‘}{rely,
o

S861-S8

H ro§_d Weisberg
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