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13 1s perhaps 1nev1t£1e that the violené‘—’death of the

President og the United States s _gmuld prompt the qéstion whether
the assassigation vas in any mahner directed or enaduraged by the
govermment 'Ef a foreign nation.° When it became ev:ment after the
assassination of President Kenrgdy that Lee Earvey@swald was the
prime suspezt the question of ioreign involvement (éas presented
with speciai force. Osveld wa@comitted to Cammuﬁ‘.st 13eology, bad.
defected to-the Soviet Union 1@1959, lived there mr approximately

two and one“half years, and retﬁﬁrned. to the United.-—zstates with a

Russian vir“’ in 1962, Ee strongly favored the r%of Fidel Castro

in Cuba, o@n]y pamphleteered, g his behalf, and vi:sited the Cuban. Con@,ﬂnte
: : m the assassir@tion. Imediatelym

>
'@a vorldwide fhtelligence resourcq,s

uthorized person; or placed in the collections of any institation or individual.

in Mexico di?ty only seve;

after the _a_gsassinati
w

w
of the Uni'h:éd States e mobilized g an effort t&obtain all evid.enc?

my

, this single copy was produced for reference use only from material in the Special Collectio

suggesting j:he implication of amr foreign governmeg; in the assassina‘l;gon

dua
ecial C

of Presideg Kennedy.

gxe inherent difficuEies in negating th%e:dstence of any
conspiracy"are compounded when a'.he subversive actiﬁty of a foreign
oower . becoms the target of inq@.ry Witnesses a.nd“ vidence located

in anotherc,;ountry are not sub}’ect to subpoens, as??hhey would be if

e copyright law of the United States (17US8C107)
'nor the words on it may be: reproduced in any

iEORGIA LIBRARIE
inthe collections of any i
ference use only from m
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they were loc&ed. in this countryr Evidence which deg,ves from a

foreign natioﬁ or from private 1n§ividuaﬂ.s residing a.m*oad must

. necessarily bgaappraised more ske'gticalhr than if it ﬁ‘ére derived

from a damesttg source. The Cmmnfssion has given thecg:losest scrutiny
to any piece & evidence avad.lablg' vhen it relates, o%might relate,
to a foreign gtion, and has trieS:‘bo test a1l such e;.ldence against
the possibmgy that it might havs been fabricated toau.sleed the
Cozmission. gﬁ approaching the qaestion of foreign ikvolvement s the
Commission hag Placed great reliﬁce on the services 5;»1 expertise of
the Deparunerﬁ of State, the Centgal Intelligence Agekcy, end other
federal agenc:bee vith special conﬁetence in this ﬁeid.

A:t&- investigation of nll rumors and ane@uons, the
Commni gsion has found no credible g_vidence indicating Ghat the Soviet

Union, Cuba o@ any other foreign nation was involved 3.:1 the a.ssassina-

tion of Presifent Kemmedy. ™ on Lee Harvgy Osvald's life,

exmﬁned for evidence

mterials;round among

S @®
literally rma his birth tou}
O

of subversive_J.‘oreign co! .
lee Harvey Osvald's effects or vhéch belonged to Mari@a Oswald which
might .have beE'n used for code or gther espionage p.n.'}%ses have been
examined by egther the Federal Bu@’eau gf Investigatiog or the National
Security Agenﬁ or both such agemiea. No evidence ghat eny of the
materials verﬁ’i used for such purpases was discovered The Commission's

findings on t@ question of foreiin involvement are fslly set forth
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in this sectﬁm of the report. evidence under];rgg these

conclusions f; discussed without® :i.mit;uon except v?‘;m complete

p2
10

aetedl might jeoperdize particulfFly sensitive source of forelgn

. 8 =
intelligence £ = Q

= 5 5

8 S z

S POSSIELE INVOLEAMENT OF CUBA =

Pe) \V

o f::. -

mﬁence obteined withﬂn hours of the assa%imuon
compened a gzorougb 1nvestigati§1 by the comissionEf all contacts
between Lee %IVey Oswald and thg,’: Goverment of Cuba.;> Oswald had
p\lbliély 1de§f’.iﬁed himself withStbe Feir Flay for c'Tgba Commi ttee
and was an aieved admirer of theOCastro govermment, gaving propagandize
in its beha.l:? during the sumer s:r 1963 1in Few o, Tondeisma.
Between Sept.&hber 26 and 0cto‘be1<=3, 1963, he travele(a:_ to Mexico City
and there mga severa.l contacts with the Cuban Consviate. As these

charging tha@ Oswald was & pge g Castro govq'mnent hired to
assassinate %-esident Kennedy. g:aen evaluated in l:l;ght of the
strained re ""uons between Cuba ;gm the United stat@ during the
past few yeazs, it wes clear tm these facts and aﬁegauona had

to be pursué'd as matters of the%ighest priority.
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Cammittee lug ever been found. ﬁ'here is only one oa}:aaion in which
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Izﬁestigation of Oswaz,g's Fair Play for Cu% Cozmittee’

activities rgveed.s very limited gonta.cts with the n%ional headquarters

1 JO suoisiaoad asn arej ay) Japun

and aemonstrm:es that Oswald's "En:ganization of a @pber of the Commi
124 .

in New Orleans vas entirely ﬁ.cﬁ'tious.
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O
S
mﬁ little correspondqgce between Oswald epd the headquarters ";
of the Fair %J.w for Cuba COmi'g;ee in New York Citng headed by Vincent%
Lee, digclosgs that Oswald appl%d for membership a@ was welcomed. Osg.m
later infonﬂd Lee that he 1nte§ed. to create an ac{ﬁve organization 1n<:‘
New Orleans g.nd asked for advicq; When Lee rep]iedgith cautious
encouragemex?y , pointing out the mfficulties, swa.l@vrote saying that &

129

S paiju

00!

was going ahaad anyway oth«g letters between 0&&1{1 and the nationﬂ.
office were Smsolicited and often false reports by éjswail.d of his activi%es

in New Orler We have no evld.ence that any money‘&ver went from New ﬁrk

or anywhere % %lse to Oswa.lé.\l or his these actgd.ties nor was any = =
representatise of the na:b:g s ever seg down to guide him,,
He was not &ven a charte head.qua.x;iers authorizing
. -
him to esta‘:?l.ish a local: cha.ptg. S
c"n’

%other member of tb%alleged "New Orleans Chapter™ of the
< W
anyone othemthan Oswald h:lnselg was ever observed i?aking part in
these activgies. This was on :Q.:gust 9, 1963, when&)swald and two

<
other men pessed out leaflets ugging “Hands Off Cubn on the streets
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but later became frightened vhena‘xe noticed that tel%ision cameras

threw the few o pamphlets he hed nab passed out in a tgsh can and 1eft.

| membership c@'d in the “New Orleans chapter®™ of the camnittee carried
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of New Orleaﬁ. One of the othef two men wes identiﬁed and questioned.
= < =
e was only & years old at t:ie time and testme@that Oswald

approached h.‘gt at the Louisiana %a‘be Employment c@%ssion and offered

him $2.00 foﬁ,about en hour's woﬁ;. The young man a.ggepted. the offer
were being f@:used on him. He t@reupon told 05wald.;e was quitting,

He had neveraseen Oswald before &d never saw him a.g%.n The second
=

individual h& never been locateé, but, according toﬁ.he testimony

of the younger man, he too was sgmone not previous]_i connected with -
125 )

Oswald who h&i been hired for the occasion. a

Al&of the other evideg?e supports the con&usion that there

were no memb&‘s othexr than Oswaliin this organizat%'bn o Oswald's

the signatgr& of "A. J. Hidt , | purpoftedly the pregident of the
c:ha.xart'.er.;L2 éﬂo such man ag‘ i has been %ocatefl nor is
there any evgaence that heg% vidence is Zonclusive thst
the name vasg only an alias vhichcpsv&ld used es a teihnique of
deception. g‘?nm testified tha@' the name vas chosen by her husband
because it r%med with that of tgs hero, “Fidel® (C@:l:ro).]zr Marina
herself mtm “Hidell" on the me@bership card at heﬁhusband'
insistence. 5 Marina testiﬁedgthat Oswald's Fair 2»1ay for Cuba

Cammittee activities were perforied primarily in ordgr to prove to
=
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the Cuban @Vernment that Oswaﬁ vas "a friend of &m, in the beliefg ]
< X
that hs vov.&d thereby further tﬂ.t chances of nach& that country nndg _
13' ﬁ - = % ﬂ
being a.cce&d by it. - =3 < . oy
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& Trip 19 Mexico 2, b
@
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GBwald was in Mexico grom September 26, £363 untdl October 3&
m

1963, and x@de several visits 1@ the Cuban and SovEt Consulates in this

ci‘cy.- He :was very concerned that both the txip 1{&;1: and his Imrp;ses
=

e
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Marina Osvd;d never admitted slg had prior knowled@ of the trip unt:ll"’

almost thr@ months after the gsassination, when &e testified that,

Oswald tomher that the Purpo@ of the trip was t&try to reach Cuba

by way of }@xico , thereby eVad;ﬁ:g the American leg:& prohi‘bitiona
1

YTANAAAY

against squ travel. o Witneddes who spoke with &wald vhile he
m that Osvad's intent wvas
by way ot%bxico.
péobably abo% noon on

J
to evade tlgtravelban'g; rea
gwald aeparbe&lew orlean:
September g but perhaps a day earlier, and cmsseii the Mexican
border at Iinevo Laredo on Sept@er 26, After m-&ing in Mexico

City at abgt 10:00 a.m. on Segaember 27, Oswald &arked ona
z _ A

* The det@ls of the trip ereset out on pages
A:ppendirl o

was on ab@ going to Me
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" various doc\gents (some forged b§s himself) purporti:% to show that he
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series of vﬁits to the Soviet a&d Cuban Consulates # that city,
spending a.'l.mpst the first two dga of his visit at @ or another

of these twoSpIa.ces or in mald.n%e.rrangmenta to v:ls them. During
these visitmOswald. represented %ha.t his destinatiovcyas the Soviet
Union, not (ﬁba, end that he onJS wanted an "in-tra@.t' visa for
Cuba in ordeg that he might visi% that country on hi§ vay to the
Soviet Unionz He carried with lﬂm newspaper clipp:l.xgs letters and

qi;o me[ 1y31Adod ay) jo.suorsiaoad asn ey ay) 1apun

a "friend o.t-BCu’ba. With these §qpers and his recoza of previous residﬂice
in the Sovie?i Union and maniaggto a Soviet nation§ he tried to curr@

m -

favor. with b'éth Consulates.

Bmmetim on Saturdg September 28 19%, Oswald seems to —
have failed Sit both places. ThesSoviets had told hﬁ firmmly that althoueh

110 uou
0€ sua

AI

C
his applica@on for a visa was being pu:'ocessed, he ébuld not expect an §
answer for it leest four my an Consula? had even more "g-
firmly infomowed hin that bg an “indransit” visa to é’
Cubs wnless S could £irshd sa to viai‘a%"the USSR. Oswald Z;—
made himself ® especially um:elco% at the Cuban Cons@ate by persisting :
inhisd.ema.tﬁsthat asa'fnen:gorcwa heought%be givenavisa.%’

This resulte% in a sharp argumeﬁ wvith the COnsul, g:.sebio Asque.

pasnpo.l

Osva.ld was Jggrt with few alterngives at this point gxcept to recontact?®
the Soviet cgnsmte occasiomy in the faint hop@ that they might
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have receiged an early answer En his request for Qvisa. From Sunday
through Wegnesaay morning, o«:t%ber 2, when he Jgﬁa«enco City on a
bus bound &ar the United States Oswald vas generai’ly involved in
making his-xtravel arrangementsg_ sight-seeing, and Z’&ecking a few

more times:;'vith the Soviet COzgnla.te to find out g something had

happened o@ his visa applicatimn. Marina testiﬁ.@ that when she

1y3uAdoo ayy jo SUO]S!AOJd asn ey ay) 1d9pun

first saw %:Lm after his return:to the United statq'g he vas discouragedy
end convinced. that he would nq‘ger reach Cuba. ;‘3 5

ﬁhen questioned on ﬂ\e discrepancy betw@‘g‘n his telling her i
that he vdated to get to Cuba &nd his telling the ;cuban and Russien =
CODsulateC‘that his ultimate éstination was Rnss&, Marina answered %
that-his ifatements to the Comulate representatigs were decepbions,g

Lt

and she a&edthathehadtol@her afberhemturqu ebout his &
- 109
to fool tlg officials in Mexiéb City. Apparen‘g.y, his plan was
w

that.if hs'bcould reach to Russie® he would simply

stop ther? prove his

o .
go througtg subertantiaugthe £ defectiéz; and shift of
allegiancgto a foreign power he had performed m;(oscow in 1959.
2 110

Marina's @etimnw on this po%t, however, is not &lear.

‘ dhe rough outlines q Oswald's a.ctivi’cié% in Mexico,
pa.rti,cularir the nature and eﬂent of his contactS‘ at the Cuban
Consylate ,abecame apperent very early in the 1nveé$1gation. The

most. mpomnt source of infoﬁation relating to hss.s business at

e
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the Cuban COngulate is silvia Tix:Sda de Duran, a He:d.ge.n national
exmployed in t@a visa section at tge Consulate, who wag Questioneq
intensively 'bg:Mexican a.uthoritiee on two occa.sions sopn after the
assa.sainationn The information sg_e gave has been set%orth elsevhere
in this reporg, on pages to'::;. of Appendix _Q_. The °

(D

records of thg Mexican Imigration Service were 1med§.}:bely searched
>

13
for date on Owa.ld.'s entry and d.egarture. . With thIs basic informa-

tion as a ataﬁing point, the Govgrnment of Mexico in@diate]y
initiated a tgbrough mvestigatioi to uncover as mmhanfomauon on
Oswald's tripaa.s possible. Repre?enta:bives of Unite«bS‘bates agencies
vorked in close liaison with the Bexican lw-enforcemt anthorities.
Every - conceivale contact Oswald an have made in l(ex&o--rang!.ng

from the passgpgera on the buses lse took going and co@.ng to subversive
groups operat{pg in that country—&as investigated.

dssaqu

tive effort@has been to

Tul

to docyment the
=

 essentials or%swa.m's acﬁ.g.ties in Meficd as outlindd sbove.

Senorsg Duran gs about 25 years of age » apparently vela‘; educated
and a native g? Mexico City. She@as been married tooSemr Horacio
Duran Navarroga forty year old :I.Blustrial designer, ﬁince 1958 and
has ayoungchild Bothmranshsvebeen active mfarleﬁ-vine
political mam 1n Mexdco, beugve in Marxist ideolagy, and

sympathize ﬂtﬁ the govermment ofs?idel Castro. Bot%Durans deny
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being membe;s of the Cmmmnist%arty or otherwise odnnected with it,
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but there t@ve been a.u.egation@that both are membeﬁs nevertheless.
Despite hexﬁ;xlace of employment:and her 1dentiﬁca1gon with an ideolo
that is oppgsed to the intemsﬁ of the United statge the Commission
has concludﬁd that her atateme@s to the Mexican au‘hborities were
complete ang. accurate to the b&’c of her knawledge.-‘ The Ccmnission
has evidenco that Senmora Duran gxd not dislike n-eéﬁent Kennedy and
was gezmineiy upset at the newsoof his a.ssassinatio;. The Cuban
goverrment gas asked to docmeni and confirm the emntials of Silvia
Duran's tesﬁmogé and its response has been 1nc1udkd in its entirety
in this Report. The infomaﬂiion supplied concexging Oswald's date
of birth, A&rican passport nunﬁer, end activities &d statements at

the Consula-ge is consistent 'ad.tE other information er&i.lable to the

DSNLI) seIeIg paun) ays Jo me 1y3LAdod ay)

Commission.nnost importantly, &:onﬁdential sourcesf};available to the UuSted

States, theacrelia.bility oﬁ dered exbranely high, have con:-;_

— m _.. w
firmed the &uth of Senorin an's st nts. A 2.
=) (1]
Lgerally dozengor allega of a cons(i:iratorial contact o
8 .
between Lee giarvey Oswald. and agents of the Cuben gé'vermnent have been 3T
c €
1nve§tigated_l'__'}'by the Canmission.= 2 Among the claims ma:de were allegationss
=
that Oswaldcgad mede a mevious;rip to Mexico City early September é‘_
Z 1 c
to receive nqney and orders ror‘—‘l'he assassination, :_:._ that he had been §

flown to a écret airfield somew‘here in or near thanXucatan Ple;ninsule.
142

o110

that he had.-ﬂada a secret fligh@ from Mexico City t§ Havana, that hea;had

nade contactg with an American énmmiat in Mexico gty who had somethng
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to do with thg assassination, zod that Osweld essagsinated the
o

President at ﬁhe direction of a particula.r Cuben ageng Vbolzlx:;d.e
contact with gm in the United States end peid him $7§>oo

A source in dgplomﬁéc circles cl&med that the cxmze@ Communists
had been invogved. Scme infoma.tion was obtained %.nld.ng the
assassinationcbo anti-Ca.stro grougs who anegedl,y verp engaged in
obtaining m&it firearms in theounited States, one auch cledm

being that thé‘se groups killed tbg«?resment es part % a bargain
with some rigﬁt-wing organizationg who would then mu&..v them with
firearms as pgme:n‘l:.l51 Other uzomation placed Os@d in Miemi, §55
Florida, at virious times, alJ.egegly in pro-Cuban actgvities there.
Anothermanlwinginuenco cmxgedto ha.velcmvnOs@ldandathird
person and tonve been a parucigant in their joint Siot to K11 the-
President.153o Q0swald was also aJ.leged to have met wi%h the Cuban

Ambassador 1nga. Mexdco City&;estam'ant,
o

car for a pri%ate talk,
exception, thgmors and ‘direct coq@iratorial contact
were shown to?be the product of m@ftaken identificatia,n or otherwise

without any fétual basis.

y3.1opu
1ou ‘pa

. Illtgtrative of the attention glven to the mst serious
aJ.legations 1mthe case of “A“, aarmmg South Americp secret agent
;o
seeking to peﬁtrate the Castro erces in Cuba, who a@moached United

Statea anthor!@iea in Mexico shorﬂy after the assassgmtion and

54

111097100 2Y) ul paoed .o tuosiaad paziioyineun ue AQ pasn 1ulioj Aue ul paonpoadau 129q Amu. 11 U0 SPIOM 24) 10U AdOD S1) 1941190 “ PO IuLAB St uoissiw
wo.jy A|uo asn adouatayal 10j paonpoad sem Adoo 9j3uis syl ‘(LOIDSNLI) S91e1S paiuf) ay) Jo me| 1yFiAdos ay) Jo suoisiaold asn diej ay) Japup)

[dITVIDJIO0dD 4
1y311Ados ayj jo suo
W ) uo SpIom dYl



S

d pazuoyineun ue Aq

sem Adod a|3urs sy
INN AH.L ‘uorsialq

declared that:he saw lee Harvey W receiving $6, %go to 11
the President: Among other d.eta.ﬂa "A? said that a‘gcbout noon
on September 18, vaiting to condiﬁt some business at'fhe Consulate,
he savw a @.‘Ot@ of three persons c%nvm-sing in a pati(ba fev feet
eway. One w@ e tall, thin Negrowith reddish hair, Cabviously dyed,
who spoke raﬁm 1n both sPanisIP_and English, and a.tgther was a
man he said tga Lee Harvey oswalcg A tall Cuben Joi&'a the group
nomenterily m;d Passed some curneggcy to the Negro. '& Negro then
allegedly sa:@ to Oswald in mgu’%h "I vent to ld.lltt‘be man.®
Oswald repua,, ®You're not man éﬁough, I can do it."” The Negro
then said in §pa.nish, "I can't gcgwith you, I have aa.ot to do.”
Oswald repliegs, *People are waitg:g for me back ther@ The Negro

then gave Oss&ld $6,500 in m@e-éemtion Americm bills, saying, -

“This isn't much. A" said that—he telephoned the &eucan Exbassy

in Mexco Ciﬁ' several t:l.még o assassinat;g)n in an attempt

to report m:gbeuer that & ) in the Ufted States was
S

to be K1led <'but was nmﬁy told by dméone at the Fmbassy to stop

wasting his tﬂme.

“A‘tEand his a.llegatiomwere imediately s&éected to

djuead

intengive 1n§stigation. His emgoyment as an agent gor a South

American oouz{‘ﬁry was confirmed, athough his su,perioz_p had no knowledge
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Govermment. 'iour days efter “A" girst appeared our qﬁverment vas -
{nformed by tge Mexican authoritiga that “A™ had admi&‘bed. in vriting
that his wholg narretive sbout Oqald ves false. He gam that he had
pever seen Omld any place, and ihat he had not seemany’oody paid
money in the guban Bibassy. He aso admitted that hegnever tried

to telephone ihe American Dnbassy:’in September and ttﬁt his first
contact was a%ter the asmsmtjgn. "A" seid that q;s motive in
telling the @‘brication vas to he%p get himself a.dmi%ed to the
United Sta.tedaso that he could tiﬁre participate in @tion against
Fide} Castrod. Be seid he hated @stro and hoped thagthe story he
made . up wounﬁbe Believed and vould canse the United%tates to

"take action magainst Castro.

AIpu1 IO
2090¢

Stm later, under reiﬁemgation by Amergan authorities

en

" claimed @at he had been ]_n'essured into retra.ct:l& his statement

by the Mexicén police and £hé
Q

gzstion, ratheg than his first
statement, w% falsee A DPOX T méatio%:was carried on
with the use %'r a polygra told that ;:.he machine

indicated tha‘t he was probably héng "A" said vords?}:o the effect
that I mﬁmh machines are a@urate, and,- thereté’fe I suppose
I must be mie%akenr Investigatﬁn in the meartine gd disclosed
that the En‘bqqsy extension mmbelg “A® gaid he had caB.ed would not

have given h:lﬁ the person he sad.d:he spoke to, and tl&t no one at
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" made by "A"drhen he saw the res@.ts, and on the ’basta of discrepancies

. which appeagéd in his story, it™vaes concluded that sw vas lying.
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the Enbass;fc-clerks, secreta.rieﬁ or officers--had @y recollection

=
of his. ca.llg In ad.d.ition, it gecame evident as the investigation

sA.LI

continued t&t Oswald spoke nt‘gle, 1f any, Spanislr< That bhe could
have carrie& on the alleged conversation with the rgﬁheaded. Negro in tr
Cuban Dnbasg', therefore, wvas dgu.btful "A" now saﬁ that he was -
uncertain az to the date when h&: sew "someone who lgoked. like Oswald™
at the Cubag Exbassy, end upon ae-thinking the mttgr be nov thought
it was on a:!mesd.a.y, September m , rather than Sepbamber 18. On
September lg, however, Oswald a‘@eared at the Iouisg.na State Un-
employment emmiasion in New Or&ans and also eashea a check from the
Texa.a Enploment Cammission at g:e Winn-Dixie Stores,’ﬂo. 1425 in

New Orleansg) On the basis of tge polygraph resultsgnd the retractio

156

ABter investigs =gtric aJ.legatigns of a

the Gover%ment of Cuba

during Oswa.gd's visit to gxico C:Lty 2 CGmnissiog has discovered

B
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no evidence:ﬁ.ndicating that 03vacld was an agent of ghe Cu'ba.n “Governme
The evidenca:a.s to what Oswald 81:1 in Mexico vhich Bas been obtained
from, custom%y sources is signigicant, although of gpurse it cannot

be considergﬁ conclusive. The g

g
g
¢
E
:
:
:

is that Oswfﬁ.d was almost a.lvm alone when he was gnnezd.co City and

(dITVIDIO0dD 40 AL
1y3114dod ay) JO SUOISIAOL
W )1 uo spaom ay) Jou Ad

$9181S pajiun) oy Jo me| 1yduiAdoo &)y jo suoisgAOJd asn 1iej 9y} Japun




1159[]02 23 ul paoe|d 10 (u0sIad PIZIIOYINEUN UE AQ PISN U0 AUE U] PIDNPULULL o4 NG 4t v 2

‘

sem Adoo 9[3uis siy)

d pazuoyineun ue Aq
&

INN H.L "UoIstAlg

in his trgrela to and from théz United States, tha‘b:.‘he traveled
and lived guite frugally, apoiis no Spanish, livedmnd ate at
1ey.timate-.,estahlishments viﬂi’_m :neprbation as meeting places
for Cubansnor for subversive ﬁrsons, and had on]%one purpose '
in mind--@ somehow convince @e Cuban Consul thaDhe should be
pemittedd:o travel to Cuba. &swam had more than-enough cash
from knov@ sources to accountgor all the expenseEeonnected with

the Me:d.cﬁ ﬁ'ip.

©JOSs
vad

;me most sign:l.tica.n‘g evidence relied onrby the Commission
is, .of coﬁ'se, the infomatioﬁ obtained from highg secret and
relieble eaurces wh:lch eorro’b@:ates the sta’oanerrbg of Senora Duran.
According“bo these sources, tlg Cuban Govermment ﬁd nothing to do

wvith Lee &rvey Oswald and haé_never heard of himcgntil he appeared
at its msy in Mexdco Cityr The Commission ha.ﬁ some confirming

1nformati§x, whose re].i@ #? be accuratew assessed, to the o

effect thg Premier Ca.s assinatiog_ca.lled in two 2

. nigh CubaS ofticials wh&had been of $fplomatic dfity in Russia durlng"?:‘

Oswald's &siaence there e sskel them 0 Give: hsh ey information 3

they had &']n Oswald., . ad A tiia evidence tends t@ support the §

testimony%f Secretary of sta.’Ee Rusk that after tf;:%_e assassination %
('b

"there waévery considereble uoncern in Cuba &s to whether they uoul&é

be held r?eponaible and what %he effect of that zﬁght be on their omg
position aml their own sa.fetyo' 3 ' e
o 2. = o
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“POSSIBLE INVOLVEMERE OF THE SOVIET UNIORE
o z o)
a 2 b
c - wn

Uigike the peceding é;scussion relating g; the possibility
of Cuban m@’lvemnt, there hams;been Do megauonotm representa=
tives of thQ_;,:Soviet Union at a @eciric time and pl@e encouraged or
hired Osvaléto k1l President @nnedy To the con‘gery ‘the rumors
and allegat:{;pns that Oswald mg,;m egent of the Soviéta have been
predicated @tmly on the ra.ctt: which are part of ﬁe public record,
particula.r]:,ghis comnitment to iarxist 1deoloy, hiandefection to the

Soviet Unioéin 1959, his residence there until Jnng’or 1962, and his

eventual retprn to the United Sﬁtea with a Russiang?ire. By

t

mestigating these matters the @amiaaion does not&here‘by express -
the view thag; the rulers of the %oviet Union may mu% believed that
their poutxeu interests would Se advanced by the Smaination of

President Kempedy. On this question the comission_g.s inclined to

defer to the::expert opd.ni@ of the Se of Sta'ta, who tesﬁ.ﬁ.ed
as follows b%fore the o , 1964: T
\O 3
/ < —
g 5 2
o

"fhave seen no evidenee that would indicee to me
the Soviet Union Ronsidered that it H&d an
rest in the remové' of President Kennedy or

thghitminanyvay;involvedintheren@valof

P:'Ebid.ent Kennedy. 4 =4
< =S =
‘ o *  #c =
m w v
wn AL o
"Ihave not seen or hégrd of any scrap of @vidence

indcating that the So¥iet Union had any dé€sire to
elfninate President Kefnedy nor in amy wawé‘parucipated
i.n'é.w such event.
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cNow, standing back trying to look gt that question

gbjectively despite Xhe ideological nces between
§:rtwogreat systems, I can't see how ¥ could be to the
nterest of the Sovigt Union to make anyisuch efforte
Loy} ) O
* "1
. 5 . Q
31 do think that thezSoviet Union, ageirfbbjectively

nsidered, has an iamterest in the correstness of state
gelations. This woudd be particularly tTue emong the

at povers, with wgich the major intexrssts of the

*

pao

viet Union are dizggtly engaged. =
= o
‘f_ﬁ %* i * =
3 .- =
2. o o I think that glthough there are grhve differences

tween the Commumnisy world and the freevworld, between
Soviet Union endZother major powers,»that even from
ir point of view Ehere needs to be soz shape and form
of international relftions, that it is n@t in their
Interest to have thiF world structure difsolve into
gomplete anarchy, thit great states and Sarticularly
ruclear powers have £o be in a position & deal with
®ach other, to transact business with each other, to
§ry to meet problemsSwith each other, that requires
maintensnce of cirrect relations andpaccess to the

teadership on all sides. -

o — &

£7 think also ghat althougl there had begn grave differenceg-
Between Chairmgn Khrushchef anil Presiden® Kennedy, I think

hin mrtualZrespect that had
Periences, Both good and bad,
o w

hrough which &h had lived. 2

S =

®I think both of them vere eware of the Pact that any
of the Union, and any Pr@sident of the

ted States, necessarily bear somewhat,special responsi-
Pility for the genersl peace of the worl@. Indeed without
&aggeration, one colld almost say the eg.istence of the

.
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that it would be & act of rashness aﬁ madness for
et leaders to undetake such an actiontas an action
@cy. Because evaryfhing would have bedéf put in
Jeopa.rd.v or at stake f@' connection with su_@: an acte

"ﬂ has not been our i&presaion that mad.ne%s has
chdracterized the actifns of the Soviet lapdership

r1Adoo oY) Jo suoisiaoad asn diej ay) JOpun)

=
o o o
iqgrecexrt years 5 s
R —— Stgte euphasized thro@hout his testimony:
=

however, theoassigmenb of this gomission is to pmfaue all the evidencg,
notvithstangng our necessarily a.mprecise assesmentcof Soviet i:rtentioge
or mterestaa In conducting 8\u§z an investigation fﬂa Commission's
inquiry has %ocused with uﬂ.crosquclc detail on the lgmm facts of
Oswald's aeﬁction, residence ngthe Soviet Union, and return to

the United %’ates. At each steﬁof the way the Comgssion has
sought to d&emine whether 1rre3ularities or other "grounds for
suspicion e%st vhich might sug@st that the public ;;'eeord of the

mlationshiﬁ"be‘hreen Lee the Sovigt Union is not
O

the complet& record.
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The Circumstances of Oswa.:%'s Entry into the Soviet Union
~ ' . S
e 4 =
o - w2
1. Possiblg Soviet Contacts Pdor to Defection I
= < o
- o
g 5 o

q.gwald left New Orlea&z Louisiena, for Eé’%rope on
September aé 1959, having beeﬁhonorably discha.rge@ from the
Marine Corp'a on September 11, 199. Insteed of goj,%; to Switzerlend
to attend the Albert Schveitzez"—’ColJ.ege, to which bf; had spplied on
March 19, 1359, vhile in the Kar:lnes, he wvent direé’ly to Helsind,
Finland, br:avw of LeHavre, France, and London, m%and erriving
at nelsmuoon October 10, 1959; Four days later, #n October 14,
1959, he vag issued Soviet Tourgst Visa No. l+03339, good for one

1
[r——
e —em———
S e————

six-day visgt in the Soviet Unign Oswald entered §1e Soviet Union

at the Vai.ngckaln crossing poizrg_ enroute to Moscow by train on
October 15,@959. 51

ds

d ssaqu

S LUNHAQ .«

Afthough the e
which- motiv&c'bed Oswald to

lusive as ﬁo the factors
no indic%:ion that
he was pmom%ed to do so & agents of Soviet Union. The
only means g dating his 1ntention to defect any eagfuﬁr than

c .
March 19, 1§9, are his own sta%ments after he errﬂed in Moscow,

M
which were fﬁat he had been planning his defection %r tvo yea.ra.
This suggesﬁ that the dec:lsionwas made in 1957 or§958, when he
vas stationed ebroad in the Pm.gppinea, Japan ando

Formosa. GéSrge del\iohmnschildg, an acqueintance og Oswald'a,
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has testifie?d that Osweld once ﬂbld him that he hadgirst got the

np

idea of deféi:ting when he wvas iﬂ Japen, Oswald's w&;“ds, as remembered

by deMohren&hildt, were, "I meﬁ some Communists inQapan and they got

 me excited Eﬁd interested and tEat was one of mf 1n.@1.cements in going
to Soviet Rtgssia, to see what g&s on there. De}@renschildt'
evidence on {this point is at va.ﬁ.ance with Oswald's statements to
other peoplegin the United Statg and, in particulag to two American

>
newspaper r@crters in Moscow shortly efter his defention in 1959.

'“<
With both oé these reporters he Ansisted that he hel™paver Bat. &
2. >
Communist” end that the intent ¥ defect was his ownfand derived
> 10 -

entirely fr@ his reading and té.nld.ng There ismo way of knmdng
which of Os@ld's statements rep_resented the true sﬁte of affairs.

=
Th;e;_re is no evidence ‘%at Oswald receivedputside assistance
— B o]

JoauNHO G o

Q 5 »
in financin@his trip to the Soviet Union. After h% arrived in Moscow
o —

ne Mosby, 3 &hat he hed saved
13
e hisgdefection. His

O

Oswald told@ newspaper cérespondent
= (9]

$1500 out of5his Marine Cegps salary
<. o

mother in thke Spring of 1
S

sentative ézf ;}:e Federal
Bureau of Im;estigation tha.t hemad saved about $16§) Mrs. Oswald
testified bé'!?ore the COMiSBiODp however, that she lg?s no independent
recollectio%of $1600 or any otger specific figure.g As a private

first class %swald could never Eave earned more thag about $100 per

month for t13<& two years and tenanonths he served izrdbhe Corps, and
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he receiveaz slightly more than§13o mistering-out éy Oswald's
claim that gme had saved $1500 %ay have contained aﬂarge element
of "puffin@ The ticket on tke ship he took from@ew Orleans to

1B
LeHavre, F‘éhnce » cost $220.75, 9‘ he probably purch@ed no more

than a'bout %180 worth of Russié "tourist vouchersgin Helsinki, .
Finland, Sand he apparently dﬁ. not pay his hotelgill in Moscow
after the &rst few days of mg stay. Certainly hg;could have made
the entire gu-ip on suhstantie].g' less than $1000. Qhether the proper
figure is asoo or something 1%55, the fact remaingithat it could
have been eu:ctmulated by OSwal{:from his known paygas a Marine,

Evidence op Oswald's living ha’bits and attitudes te%ra.rda money

]

B

e mae————

e r——
e tve——
Rty

which has ‘Qgen obtained since 'g_me assassination ing.cates that

2
he could béiextraordinari]y i'ngal vhen he hed a ré;son to be. é
Z
Moreover, @ is clear that he was strongly motivatga to go to the g
— 3 :
Soviet Unidh. N g

05 =. |

I%r is there agx ating thafg -Oswald must

have taken 1essons from rt while heWas overseas

with the M&rines , or that he ixtamr other manner re::eived language
1nstmctioz§g before he went to %ussia. While in Agsugi, Jepan,

Oswald studzed the Russian 1an33age, occasionaJ_hr ﬁth some help
“rom an offti:;cer in his unit whq:was interested in @Bsia.n and used

70 21 m
to "talk abgjzt it® with Oswald'zccasional]\v He_g,ook the Army

1AO

"S.A.T." te@t in Russian in Jafuary 1959 and rated j'Poo:.'. By the
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time he rea@ued the Soviet Uniog in October of the éme year he
;c

could barelg speak the languageg proba‘bly Just well:nough to get
along in reaauran’cs and similag places. During é:e long period
in Moscow w%le he was awaiting;’che decision of theCSoviet Govern-
ment on wheﬁper to accept him, gs Diary records th%. he -forced
himself to gractice his Russian‘a-ight hours a day. :aAf‘ber he was
sent to MinEk in early Jenuary @60 he .took lessonsarm an
interpretergassigned to him for"‘bhe purpose by the %verunent.23
Marina Oswa@ says that by the gme she met him in E:’arch 1961 he
spoke -the 1gaguage well enough so that she at firststhou@t he

was froghoné_ of the Baltic areag of her country, bega.use of his
accent. ghe says that his on&' defects were that@is gram;;r
was sometimgs incorrect and thag- his writing was negter good.

Tm possibility that Oswald might have 'been recruited

in light of“bhe circmnstanc

the Marine _{—_f?rps. The facts ofd)swa.l.d's "hardship":’discharge are

Q-
these: m a P
= s,

IZDecember 1958 his ﬁpther, who was a vigbv and self-

<
supporting,gxad an accident at srork, which she cla:la'ed incapacitated

her for gaiiful employment. TI% insurance company .@hysicians con-
cluded, bou@ver, that her mcaxgcuating symptoms @d not been
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caused b;scthe accident, and lgr insurance benefi‘bﬁ were therefore
imediatea’y terminated. Thié’ left her with no me?ms of support
and some ﬁigh medical bills 12: pay. She turned 1;; her son for
help. Hegfirst worked throu& his commanding of%cer and the

Red Crossrnand soon got her a Eﬁonthly allotment, %1& for partly
out of hig own salary, of a'bcﬁt $130. Despite h@ protests that
the montlﬂy allotment she waé-?receiving would be Eufﬁcient

Oswald apyhed for a "hardshlg discharge on the ;grounds that he
ought to geturn home to take *care of her. The Metrh.ne Corps granted
him his dgscharge on Septanbe; 11, 1959, ebout foﬁr weeks after he
applied fgr it, and he therebg got out of the sezﬁice about three
months begore his enlistment gould. have temlnate§ Once the
‘Marines r?;leased him, he wentSd:LrectJy home, leftleO with his
nother, tpg,d her he was goingato become a merchang seaman or get
into the §mport and e:@
money, ang then deserteﬁ‘

in New Orleﬁns and send her
or the Soz_@:j.et Union.

ztlnder the cir&;mstances ) undoubtédly obtained the
dischargegfraudulently. If the Soviets were in fgct coaching him
surreptlt@usly at this time ?pr some wlterior pufpose , it is most
:I.mprobablgthat they would ha'me advised him to obggun a discharge
under sucKi clrcumsta.nces mere% in order to gain gmee months® time
which couﬁ not have been par@.cula.rly valuable tg anyone. The

fraudulent< discharge not only%ot Oswald in deep grouble with the
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Marine Cor%’;-he eventually re@ived a dishonorabl{)gdischarge from
the Reserveg -~but what was alQ obviously morally ,qffensive and

potentiall;ﬁvery unpopular was %.hat he deserted hisOown mother when

she was sicx’, unemployed and b@y’ in need of f:l.na.t%ial help. Both

actions co@d only detract frouﬁwha‘tever usefulnessgle might have
for the SO\rgets after his defecgion, either as a px?pagandist or

es a poten‘l;gel secret sgent.
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2, Oswald'?LObtaining a Visa n Helsinid
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OBGrald axrived in HelSinki on October lO, 21959, probably

too late in,-the evening go haveoapplied for a visa a.t the Russian
2

Consulate 1g>that city.  The nap:!.dity with which ?e made connec-

>
tions throu&out his entire triB‘ shows that he vast%. no time in g
reaching hi@_ goal, Moscow, and he therefore pro‘ba‘.bl@ applied for E
a visa as ear]qr as possib§ on Monday to'ber 12, BHis visa was vy
issued on O%Ober 1%, gooi-i or one s visit inothe USSR. He
left Helsinﬂ on a train m scow on theudSth.

Tg.s Department of State has advised the ngmission that in
1959 it usuanly took American t&zrists in Belsinki g week or two to
obtain a vi% 2.7 Other :.nfomagion supplied by the%i)epartment
indicates t@t the normal wai‘tig'g period for the pa;t five years

has been a wqek or less and thag it has always varied frequently
=<
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and widely, gith one reliably ccg;fimed instence in 5963 of a visa
30
being routine]q' issued in less ‘@a.n 24 hours. ThéQCentral
~331
Intemgenceangency has in.fomec};‘bhe Commission o o d

Tk@, information o‘bta:l.x@'d from the Deparhnqgt of State

and the Centgal Intelligence Agéacy suggests that ogald's two-day
wait for a \&sa was shorter thaxghusual but not beyoxg the range of
normality. &t is impossible to §o more than specul@e about the

sigm.ficance;of this fact. If ﬁe prompt issuance o‘f Oswald's
3

ue

visa was no‘EmereLy the result o? a chance variatio&in the normal
Cﬂ

procedures, :Lt might mean only @at Oswald was unusr}i]ly urgent in

.__

his demands%r requests that his: visa ‘be 4ssued proaﬁ)tly. or

l

A

Oswald migh’o;have made known toazhe Soviet Embassy @ Helsinki his -

strong symp&hy with the c<:nnm.m:a‘t cause and his inténtion to .‘3
defect, vm@ most probably would have expedited hig; application. %
Oswald himsélf claimed thaz 5 out of the ordinary =
to the Russf‘en Consulate ?z‘: 14 the 6%1c1&ls at =
the America:f: Bnbassy in M@ on Oc¢ 31, when i’,e appeared.

there in an%ttempt to renounce éxis citizenship, thgt he had
-
said nothingto the Russians ab@at defecting until ﬁe errived

in Moscow. Z In the absence ofoamr more probative g:lidence iy
m

the Ccmm.isstnn finds nothing :Ln"the circumstances og- Oswald's

entry into @e Soviet Union vmg: indicates that he"’vas at the

~<
time, ‘and cgutinued to be, an aa;ent of the USSR.
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{ircumstances of OSQ;ald's Defection
SAdmission to ResideBSce in the USSR

o
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Afhost three months egapsed from the timedrhen lee Harvey
oswald amgjud in Moscow until Ee left that city toCtake up residence
in Minsk. gxe Cammission has a%empted to mconstzwt the events of
those monthg, but much confusioﬁ‘ exists. Oswald's ]ﬁstoric Diary,

even assumi,% that he intended @t to be a basica]lyaruthful record,

Jo me[ 1y311Adoo ay) Jo suoisiaoad asn diej Ayl Jopun)

is not a gogd guide to the detazls of what occu.rred; Most of the Di
entries forathis period must hage been filled in am later time,
possibly m@x later, and Oswalds:seems not to have ugn-s.ed dbuut e

accuracy of':da.tes and even nameg The most relia:b]{g information

$91B1S pajun aig

cames from,@n.e records of the A&erican Embassy in L@scov, the testdmonsa
of some of ;he officials there ,gand the notes of ug nevspaper reporte%

Miss Aline Eosby and Miss Prisci]la. Johnson, who in’berviewed Oswald

during this:period. Os-w@gd's brothe mother, who at this time
=,
were both resid.ing in ed upon For some rela.tively

ru

minor infoziation. Othe been pr:o}g.ded by the Soviet

Union, but 3:1 no instance does éhe Cammission rest Ei.ts co_nclusion

Jonpo.ud sem Adod a[3uls siy) ‘(LO

s 233
solely on guch material or anygpf Oswald's mtin.gé_.,
- = e.
Z o =
—B‘ 9,

<
33 All s material, of course , might have been Xzbricated to misle&d
the C ssion. At the pxesent time, espiona@e, counter-espionagg’
and most otfer highly secret a&:.nties for the Soflet Umbn are handled

by the Conmﬁttee for State Secxg:ity, better known gr it? init:.alss “KG8,
Continued
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Some light®n what was pmbablﬁ;happening behind tté scenes has
! .
2 o)

been shed LY the Centrel Inteliigence Agency's dat@on the normal

o e —
practices ag'ad Trocedures of th%-Russia.n atrthoritieséin handling
(o] X
e

J

1p2
D

American da_?ﬁectors.

S = m
The following is a c@sule outline of thgmajor events
Q
ps Q ;
as the Comng.ssion believes the:%occurred: %
@ [¢]
Date S g Event =
< 2 % -
October 1651959 Oswal® arrived in Moscow fzom Helsinki. On
3 this £ime day he told hisZFuatourist gulde,
3 Rima Shirokova, that he wited to become a
2 Russigh citizen. He did 80t notify the
g Ameri&en Embassy in Moscod, of his arrival.
-3 = 4
October 2251959 When 514 by the Soviet officiels that he
= coulduot become a citizef)and must leave
A Moscof within two hours, @wald slashed his
2 vrist%tn an attempt to coimiit suicide.
0 — -
—— - 5
- _
33 (Cont@ued) The KGB was Tormerly a part of §ae Ministry for

Intertul Affairs (MvD
thereaftercwas directed
Beria trie& to make
was thwaert&d in the attem
reaction t&his attempt

which during the Stalim era and shortly
= fia. After €he death of Stalin,
hator of tha.Soviet State but
ot to deaPh. Probebly in
ghd the KGBSas a means to seizeR
total powerS, the two orgg® separated gnd reorganized.
MVD since 1560 has been &l 8% least techmfcelly, as a natlo
agency, end its functions divided emong the republ¥ces of the Soviet
Union. Thege functions are ge@rally the administ®ation of Soviet
industry af other internal affeirs. The KGB wes femoved from the
jurisdictibp of any single individual and placed ugder the direction
of a commitiee made up of men gerving in the Presidium, the highest
legislative-and governing grouprin the Soviet Statg. Throughout this
section oféhe report the Sovief secret police and-Soviet espionage
counter-esplonage forces will He referred to as ths “KGB.™ Oswald hims,

/(dgog urs siy)

npoad sem

celf used Hhe term “MVD" when B meent the secret folice. This refere8ce
“111 therefdre be used occasiomally in the report Zith the meaning Osvgld

gave it, whsn we are quoting hfn, Finally, the Coguission itself villg’
make a few-Feferences to the in its correct seRse, that is, as
ministry r%ponsible for inte 2 edministration og-the Soviet Union.
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October 22-2%, 1959

@
(o
S
=
October 31, 4959
g
3
()
(¢
o
w
(¢]
=
2,
<
November 3, 3959
3
2
£
o
.

November 1321959
(or slightly earlier)
=

November 17 &1959

January L4,
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that there is no evidence that gswald at this time é’stab.ushed any .
relationshiﬁz:nth the Soviet Unﬁn beyond what 1s a;gparent. The
circumstancé of the alleged "sxg.cide" attempt 1ndigate that Oswald

was in fact %.iscouraged by his ::eception by the Sovget authorities,

and certaing tend to refute aw suspicions that the “suici was

o3| S '1 .
® = 3

~ o =

B g %
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A;&:er examination of Ehese events the Com@}.ssion has concl

g )
o] <
= 73
= 2
2 =
= —
=R 45
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; Event é
S =

Hospitdal in Moscow and treafed for a self-

Oswald was confined to the Botkinskaya
1nflic§d wound on the lef ste

Oswald Cb,ppeared at the Amegcan Embassy 1n
Moscow ennounced that = wanted to give

up his rican citizenshif’and become a
citize:g of Soviet Russia. was interviewed
and then told to came backFater if he wanted
to can;y out a formal renuxeciation of
citlzeméhip. . w

Oswald%ever reappeared, bﬁt he wrote the
Exbassg a letter on this dffe egain stating
that h& wanted to renounce E}is American
citizeﬁ%hip. L

Oswald Stas interviewed by Miss Aline Mosby
of Uni%d Press Internatio&l.

Oswald 3ras interviewed by gss Priscilla
Joh.nsoﬁ-of the North Ameriéan Newspaper
Alliang on November 15. 8he also saw-
him ’brzgaf]y two days hter...

Oswald was finally 1nfome£ by the Soviet
2+t he could five indefinitely
E 2 Net he had Been assigned to
1y o-su@ls 2lso told tiat his applica-
Bon for citfzepship had n&k been granted
50t that it Might be somett;ne in the future.
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a “cover" 30 conceal the fact 31:18.1; he was being i@octrinated by
the Sovie'tfé prior to his appetg-e.nce at the Americéﬁ Embassy.
Oswald's eg:pearance and repres;ntations at the nn'téssy, when he
sought to ggcpatriate himself, Su'e campletely consxﬂtent with his
character Snd do not reveal e§ unusual coaching‘oby Soviet
authoritie& Finally, the tinﬁlg and circmnstancéj of Oswald's
admission 30 residence in the Q'SSR are not unusuaigin any regard

which sugggsts that Oswald at %he time was a secn% agent.

3
1. The “Sdicide” Attempt

e |

o

= .
a?lthougn it can neve‘% be determined conciusively whether

nonsui Aue
Iy ‘SHI

Oswald mtgpded to commit auic'iae, there is curec@evidence vhich
indicates Qha.t the attempt vasa_mrbhentic. The a\rtgpsy perfomed on

Oswald a.ftg} his death showed fhat he in fact did $ave a scar on his

1°(L01DSNLI) sae1s paun) ay1 Jo me] 1ydukdos ayj jo suo!sgAOJd asn Jiej ay) I9pun

left vris’mand tha:ll'; it Ve <ild which could:ha.ve been caused blE'
=) 2 )

& sulcide ittempt. The R fram thea:Botkinsma nosmté-
@

in Moscow,fi’urnished by ¥he

that he was treated there for é self=-inflicted wm@d on the left uris‘bq

oM

The infoma%ion contained in tgese records is com;&'etely consistent v:.vth

the facts %.sclosed by the mrbﬁsy examination of gswald's wrist.

snpoid

ﬁwald's character dges not seem inconsi@tent wvith a suicidel

0J

or feigned%uicide attempt. Marina Oswald has tesgified to the Cmmnission

that she o@erved such a scar cm her husband and asked him about it.
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questiong_nade him “very a.ngrg " sghe says, and hezavoided @ving her
43
a reply.d He mever told her %hat he had attemptedﬂ suicide.  Oswal

brother Sobert says that he gever observed the s%r end that his

brother Qever mentioned am’l:ﬁ;l.ng gbout suicide t%him.w lee Osva.'l%
at the a@e of 20 was a tenseg overly dramatic, cqpru.sed person who :%‘.
might tmnk that his entire &fe was hopeless vhg-n his effort to ;_:f
ally himSel.f with the COnmunist cause was unsuccgssml. Oswald's ;
charac’ceg is also consistent&:;ith keeping the suleide attempt secreti

3
Many vitﬁesses who testiﬁed.cnto the Camission h‘gve observed that h@.

pa

was not En “open" or tmsting person, had tendengies toward arrﬁgancm
5

and was not the kind of man Qho would readily adﬁt weaknesses.

Once he 'gecided to return toethe United States, b’swald hed en

a.ddition& reason to keep thE attempt secret, so'-that no one would

018

towards &e fact that YJ; Could have been authen'éﬁc.
Earx; is difficult toSm-. the facts of thg_ sulcide attempt

a cohere@ pattern of Soviet{i&nspired conduct, dosigned to provide

“"cover® gr some sort of br aeffwashing or indoctrﬁxation procedure.
o Q.
= =) 8

‘ Contiiry to popular beli&r the Soviet techniGues in brainw
i.e.pomanipulation of th{ight and conduct, a@ probably not more
. ranced®han those known togxmerican scientists
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The "fact" Fhat Oswald attempteg to commit suicide gf.s not disclosed
until four i,ea.rs later, when thg Historic Diary va.s(/w}ound emong his
effects a.ft@r the a.ssa.ssinationg If the KGB made ug the incident in
order to diﬁ;rt suspicion from Gb,eir intensive coacg.ns of Oswald, it
would seem gha.t he would havd 'bgén instructed to gﬁ% at least some
hint to theu,Enbassy officials oﬁ October 31 that he;had been confined.

mahospitalforaveekorinscmemannertolet%mknovthatthe

0 me] 1ydriAdoos ay) Jo suoisiaoid asn J1ej ay) Japup)

sixteen dmfs since he had come Eo Moscow had been s;aent doing sometmng:
other than Balking with Soviet ‘Erficials. There 14}}» point in mald.ngc
up an alibi_and then not using gt. But the ofﬁcia&s gt the Exbassy
who saw Oswféld received not the: slig}::éest hint that?,he had ever been
given mediqa;l treatment of any "ﬁnd. Moreover, :@ the KGB intended
to use the QJ.leged suicide att@;pt to explain vwhy (lz'.'wald took so long

to appear @ the American mba.ssy, it would have :ugtructed Oswald

u1s s1y3 ‘(LOIDSNLI) $91eIS paju

to "confidé! in his brotm some r close re:&tion, in order to
create moreé “evidence® tla ttenpt vam real, and to
increase tl% chances tha tely becom Xnown to America.nf
) o)
®

counter-in%lligence. - & =
—i = o €
| S 2 >
2. Ozsv.na.ld.rrJ Conduct et the American Enbassy 3 e
Z & = 2
F—1 - m g
eswaCLd. appeared at t@ Amerxican mbassy gx October 31, afterg_

his relea.srfrom the Botlclnskazga Hospital. This wgs the. ﬁ.rst indicatgon

a1

that the Amrica.n Govermment hgd that Oswaa.d was :!.n Russia. He had
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reported to'&he Consulate in Moggow when he arrivedéas a tourist
2 37 :
ordinarily \éuld.

dio ‘uo
.LIS}I

U@n his errival he vs taken to the offi@ of Richard E.

Snyder, therﬂ,Second Secretary oﬁ*bhe Embassy. He hmded his passport
to Snyder axﬁ sald that he vantﬁ to renounce his Axgrica.n citizenship.
The passporﬁhad black ink snea.l;;d over the lines which should have
carried his %cme eddress in the gmited States, nend.ezing tais portion
of the docu:@nt unreadedble, He @lso gave Snyder a )%ndwritten state-

rent that dsgla.red. that he vishe_# to “dissolve™ his %erican citizenshi
and affirm tg.s allegiance to thé? Soviet Union. The‘:':"BI has confizmed.
that this sﬁtement is in Oswalcge handwriting, a@ Snyder has
testified thmt the letter's phr@es are consistent \gth the way Oswald
talked and «{é,»nducted himself dmgng the October 31 ﬁteruew end in
1961, wvhen @yder dealt with him again.39 Oswald s.&omed Snyder that

¢ P
he had been & radar operafdr in the Corps an@gthat ke hed
@] A8
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informed a %viet officiall; the S@iets any informa-
\O 5

tion concenﬁ,:n g the d
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He 1nt1matea’that he might knowéomething of speciaIE,interest. Before
the intervi% was over, Snyder lg.d persuaded Oswald:';o disclose his
home addresszin Fort Worth, Texeca, and the name of lg:s mother there,
despite the tfact that the black ank on the passport au.d these facts,
by telling tgn that he could no‘EZeﬁ’ect an expatria’g.on unless he gave

this informa@ton. Oswald was t@d that be would ha@ to file a formal
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renunciatio& if he wanted to gi% up his citizenshi§ This he

pever did, gl.though in a letter- dated. November 3, 1259 which he sub-
sequently wmte to the mbassyge sgadn requested tzfat his American

citizenship?be revoked and protested Snyder's rerus@. to accept his

attempt to ganounce on October @..- S

70
In: light of Oswald's &.perficial cou:versagce with the usual

e[ 1y3114dod ay) Jo suoisiaoid asn drey ay) Japuf)

Communist 1®ological arg\mentsaand attitudes, Snyd% another Embassy £ E
official, Jéhn A, McVicksar, anderiscilla Johnson, ;}Onewsyaper reportex""

«11 speculaged at the time that“bsvald might have r%eived some ideolo@pal

11u

instructioni“:rom Soviet mrthoriﬁes. Oswvald's stro? ideological motiv&-
tion and hias familiarity with tge *Communist 1ine™ &' exguments end )
attitudes, @wever, are perhapags easily explainabg as the result
of his av:l.d_r_and long—practiced. Eading habits. Osvﬂd's manner of
arguing Ccm@nist logic, moneové!', is more consistegb with his having

read Cmmunf_%t writings off with his ha@d.ng been coachied.

Oswald's aréments were

o
more like sgneone with li.mted formal

s and sou%ﬂ.ed., in general,
ation vho?;cead Communist
literature ﬁthowb guidance or dé.scn.mination than g man who was
carefully 15._E]tructed on what hecshon]d say. A tea.c&r from the KGB

3
would probaJS;y bave tried to ingtill a more coherent and persuasive
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set of stat@ents into his pup:l.E =
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¥ Further %tails of Oswald's gfort to expa.triate}imseli‘ are on
pages _ 4 Yo of Appedlix . =4
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Osweld's knowledge of a:he rules of renunci:;tion of
:3

citizenshipp observed by both Eﬂ)assy officials, coxﬁd readily

np

have been d&?ived from his own %ading and study. éne indication
that this v% the case is sugge@ed by comparing th%foml note .
Oswald hande@ Snyder and his let%er of November 3 mdh the provisions
of Section éi9(a) of the Imigrﬁion and Nationa.lit?Act the statute
vhich sets d&t the procedures fcﬁ' giving up one's cgizenshi.p. The
phrases Oswea.d chose both in the?.l.etter and the notez:read like an

uneducated Iérson s version of x&mt the statute moﬁded. Oswald

v

seemed to bq;trying to use thref,out of the four vaog set out in the

statute to surrender his citizex@hip. As it turned»o:rb, he was not
successful \gth any of them.

1AIpUL L
1 °2090% S

'l'ta most persuasive e\&‘dence that Oswald'e_condnct was

‘e

not carefullg_ coached by Soviet agents are some of tg.s sta.tements

already voltmteered to a &
tell the Sov_?_.iet Govermment &1l ‘t@at he. knew about h% job in radar
as a Marine.r:g If the Russia.ns v&ted Oswald to be careful not to
expatriate hgnselr, 56 Thetk: Te c%pld eventually retx%n to the
United stateg as an agent, certg,nly they would not iave advised

hin to meke & stetement like th:.g Even if it aid n%t Block his
=<
o

.
‘7

Lgsn
yrlou &

%  The compgrison has been canﬁgd out in deta.il on@peges
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reentry ﬁto Americs, it vouBi certainly foreveruafter be used againgt
=

su

him to l%sen his effectiven’&ss as a pro-Communist sgitator or espiogage
o L)

T 5
O (¢

ur pooe

agente.

U9.19J9.1.10

in deta.iﬁ by Soviet agents fals to explain why % would ever have Bgen

mstru.ctgi to come so danger@).sly close to the e%a’criation line.

Richerd Ep Suyder, vho imerg.md Oswald on Octaer 31 testified

oy} JO me] )

f

that he §md every reason to%eneve that oWaJ.% '4f he had let

would hawq: carried through agormal--a.nd therefoﬁe efﬁective--
0
mmc.ta*g.on of his Americangitizenship :lmedia%]y. If Snyder's

91213 paju

assessmeﬁ of Oswald's mteng,ons is accurate, 1€comp1etew refutes’,

the suggé%tion that Oswald vé‘s being coached mtdo renounce his

osnLh

citizenshd;p Certainly, as @defector Oswald coﬁd have considera‘bls

propaganq; value withog] ' v of pearly bepatriating mmselg;.
In fact, %swald's “on actions @ regard to renouncig:g

S ®

b | —

° (¢

his citizensmp may m@ detracted his propa‘.ganda impact. His ;

Vacil.'l.a.t@n on this 1ssue was so0 obvious that 11'. :wa.s observed by ome'c'
c 1
of the re;gorters, Priscilla"@hnson.
m S

ﬁ

3. OswaJE's Acceptance forﬁiidence by the Sovﬁt Union
m : : -'-T

=
UThe Commission has.@areful]y consideregthe possibility t

i—1

Oswald miéxt have been accepﬂéd for permanent reé.dence in the Sovie

J1oU ‘paju

Union a.ndosent to Minsk unduﬁ' soon after he arr:laed, either because

Jew woJj A[uo 950 U
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o In eddition, the h@othesis that Osval@nay have been coa.caed
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he had lon@been expected and st acceptance was a sbregone conclusion

d pozuiofineun ue Aq
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or because @he KGB considered :l:—t.’ unwise to risk leemi.ng him too long
in Moscow wﬁére he might redeféEt or otherwise reve’ﬁ its secret
prmcedures.a According to Oswala,'s Historic Diary a@ the documents

furnished tg the Cammission by §‘he Soviet Governmen%, Oswald was not

1y31Adod ay) Jo SuoISIA

t0ld that hc had been accepted Ss a resident of the;Soviet Union until

gbout Januagy 4, 1960. A closeaexamination of all &e available evide@e

b
B
:
g
ue  su
:
E
i
B
;
&0k,

I

|

than they hg.nd.led other Americéﬁ defectors.

‘S

m
—

jou}
T8e agency with primsry responsibility f&’ examining a1l
Q)

n

n

defectors m-iving in Russia 158the KGB, and Oswaleam Presumsbly
brought to &ts attention as soo_g as he made known 1@3 intention to
defect. Iml959, at least, v:.rguany all Intomstz:gumea were KGB
agents or iﬁfomants, and we can' assume that this ﬁgs the case w:l.th

Oswald's g'ug;de, Rima 's Histoxqc Diary notes,

. s ®
she informeg her su,periorg
o -

 defect g,pd helped him
o
> O .
draft his Jg';ter to the %n‘eme Sovie

L October 33 asking for Soviet
citizenshipg. The KGB likely mmée use of the time Igovided by Oswald's
waiting in Hbscow to learn as mg.ch as they could abSut him through
his guide a% through virtually:’éveryone else at tbg_ Hotel Berlin
where he veé staying, 1n an attempt to assess his :pgssible usefulness

w 35
to the Soviét Union as a d.efectgr.
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is certain that Ograld was still in Mescow at least
until Nove@er 17, when he was -’-‘Been for the last ta.e by Priscilla
Johnson. I& had told her two gys earlier that he'-ﬁad been advised

©)
by a Sovie‘th official that a de@sion had already b%gn made that he

9)

could remaid ind.efiniteh' in tls Soviet Union. Osma had told

ou

Aline Mos'o;f’the seme thing whexe.she interviewed m:Qabout s veek
earlier. However, his own Di@ entry for this peﬁod relates that
he hed 'been:;informed that he ca_:gld remain in the qur.i.et Union "until
some solutign is found with wha% to do with me.” sme "solution” of
course, coxﬁd have been to rejegt hin and send mmaack to the United
~ States, a.nd:}Oswa.ld himself nmsghave realized that 3. promise that he
could stay which was qualified 3:1 this manner was xge.uy no promtge
at all. Osﬁald always liked to-appear important ar@ successful,

so 1t seemsqnore consistent wﬁ% his character to tﬂlieve the more

>
g
)
=
Z
)
H
<
=

pessimisticgassessment ¥her than hisﬂpublic statements
to the repogters. In letfl his motheﬂﬁand brother
apparently grom Moscow aé.ate as r part o,g December,

Oswald saidgthat he was then--mone than a month aﬁgr he saw Johnson
C

and Mosby--%out to be a.ccep'cedoand would be lea.vin& Moscow so0n.
™

These letteE's have been examineg‘ and give every indgpation of being .
authentic, Birb the Commission cunnot quite prove ttgt they are, and

the late December date must be garded only as pag‘bable.
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|
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before 'being a.ccepted for peman%nt residence in Ruqeia.

Agency has avised the Ccmnissi@: as follows: m
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Therefore, the evidenéé is solid that Osv d waited at

p

least a mon'&x (£rom October 16 ‘59 November 17), it ¥_§ probeble that
he waited o@r two months (franﬂ)ctober 16 to late Qgcember) end he
may have wa%ed almost three moéhs (£rom October l&until January 4)

comment upozﬁ the length of this aaeriod, the Central:inte].ligence

C

e

"'7

S Osvald said thatfpe asked for Soviet ,‘%ﬁizensmp

o8 16 October 1959. Arcording to his diafy, he received
W a month later that he could stay in USSR pending
position of his refiest, but it was angther month and

aazalf before he was Q.ven his stateless ﬁssport.

S When compared togc’i e other defectorbgases, this
prbcedure seems unexcéptional. Two defecfRrs from
UspAriy intelligence @ts in West Germany appear to
hgve been given citizéniship immediately, both had

prior KGB connectionsSand fled as a resulg of Army

scurity checks. Of the other three ca.seg, one was
accepted after not more than five weeks a#sl given a
sﬁteless PasspRr imlRs 2tde at about the same time.
The second was dia:bely -
& a while and subsequ

equest fop citizenship

The thirg was allowed

enship reqmgest, but

alztost two montbs sdore he was tqfd that he

h&i been accepted. Although the Soviet Mfnistry of

Fo__ﬁ‘eign Affairs soon gfter told the US EmPassy that
was a Soviet citiz@h, he did not receife his

dmument until five of six months after ipitial

application. We know=pf only ome case inSvhich

e Americen asked forgoviet citizenship '@xt aid

nat take up residencefin the USSR. In thEt instance,
Americen changed his mind and volunta¥ily returned

tgthe United States fzss than threﬁ weekﬁ after he

hﬁ. requested Soviet @itizenship.
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Th'g Department of St t§ has commented as f£@ilows:
A

J0 fUO

Q@tion 2

= The files of the &partment of State pgflect
the fect that Oswald £8&rst applied for perzgssion
tog;‘emain in Russia pefimanently, or at leagt for =
loﬁg period, when he a%ved in Moscow, that
heXbtained pemissiono remain within ong or two
mgths. Q

|

po
1184

Q[0D

>
g A. Is the fact tRat he obtained permgssion

toSstay within this pegiod of time usual?
< 7] =

Angyer - Our infomati& indicates that ‘a Zio months
waBting period is not usual. In the casgtof Robert
WeBster the Supreme So et decided within months
togg:.ve Soviet citizenghip and he was therg,after, of

comrse, permitted to s‘éay

uayy

-‘-3 B. Can you tell us what the normal p&'ocedures
a.ra under similar circ&nstances?

2090¢

o
Angver - It is imposs:.%!.e for us to state eny "normal®

pr&edures. The Sovie& Govermment never licizes

thE proceedings in thefe cases or the reasfhs for its

acfion. Furthermore, it is, of course, exfremely -
unfdual for an Ape itizen to defect.3 50
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-8 Oswald's Life in Minsk £
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The independently verigisble facts of Oswé;l}d's life in
3
Minsk are ei'gher neutral or tendSto discredit eny haéothesis that

he was being"‘trained as a i‘uture%agent of the Soviet_‘jUnion. This

<
is, naturallg, the portion of Os@ald's life concern{gg which the

least is lmoin The primary soxgces of information @re Oswald's

own writings"’and the testimony og Marina Oswald. E
o

It>is esteblished ‘beyogd doubt that Oswalc}:vas in fact

Q.
located in tge City of Minsk on gt least two, vid.el:?z’separated
:‘3

occasions. gr coincidence the cmission has o‘bta.ngd two

photographs m which Oswald appe&:s which were takenf’by American

tourists in gmsk in August 1961: They have testlrﬁd that they >
aid not. knov&:ho Oswald was st the bine except that Se spoke English %
and, Shey HidEevore us £ > zgaddition, Oswald S
was noticed ¥y a stude O was tra.ve&l.ng with the gniversity of "’
Michigan band ogea tour o included Mlngk, in the

o

Spring of 19§o Oswald frequemtly telephoned and .correspond.ed

with the American Exbassy in Mos?:‘pw from Minsk, wrotg_ letters from
Minsk to h:.scfa.mily in the Unitecg States and, after ge returned to

the United S‘@.‘bes , conversed abo& the city with Rusﬁia.n-born American

citizens vhoﬁrere familiar with ﬁ:. Osweald and his ’&H.fe have many

ma

photographs &Ha.ken of themselves @ich show Minsk bac)

4
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y nor the words on it may be: reproduced in any form; used by an unauthorized person; or placed in the collections of any institution or individual.
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Marina is famiaiar with the c:.ty.‘oldore mportant:w,
intelligence 185 been able to 1nde;pendent1y verify the::e:d.stence,
in Minsk, of ni'dzw of the acquaint@ces of Oswald and h:iIs wife which
they seid theyoknev there. The weight of th&evidenceé therefore,

indicates that,EnswaJ.d lived in m@: during his re51d.e5ce in the

c B <
Soviet Union. & ) =
3 o O :
Oncegme was accepted as -E resident alien in Ghe Soviet
S
Uaion, Oswald fa.s given considerab% benefits which or Russian

citizens in hiég-‘ position in societg did not have. The?evidence does
not indicate, rﬁvever, that these t%neﬁts were grante@ for the
specific purpoéi of 1nducing him td:serve the Soviet S'Eate as some
sort of foreigf{éagent. Marina Oswaﬁd testified that i‘éis standard
practice in thec'Soviet Union for Aﬁncans and other f&eign defectors
from countries iiith high stenderds of living to be "subSidized.”

The Central Int‘:lllgence

25T
Ag€nly has conf;@med this fac‘lb In other
: ]
words, it is st'gndard Sow

ogg:e the decisiéa has been

made that it 1s;;1.n their natiesss wsdBlct! to admit a fe.reign defector,
10 make his llfq; easy end pleasant g:ough Yo that he mﬁﬁ not become
disillusioned aia. return to his nat‘BJe country, at 1easg_for

N
materialistic msons.

n orindi
ntheS

It shcﬁﬂd also be noted t}g.t if it were not fog Oswald's
Diary and other@ersonal writings we'a‘would at this time %ave no
C

%)
knowledge that 2@ had ever received 2 large initial grazg and monthly
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$30602. Unless per-

subsidié_§ thereafter from tl% "Red Cross.® The Sﬂstoric Diary
recites §_hat after Oswald w% informed that he éf;uld remain in the
Soviet Ueion and was being %n‘b to Minsk, he waE given 5000 rubles

2
by the “géd CXoSS, «eees forgexpenses" the equifsglent then of sbout:
m -

ons of any institution or individual.

1

lect

$500. 1@ used 2200 rubles 'og pey his hotel bu:n.; vhich by this ting

had add38 up to a consid.erab&e sum, and anotherdBO rubles to pu.rch&e

a train %icket. With the bazance of slightly O'Br 2500 rubles, Oswg.d

felt, acgording to the Diary'g like a rich man. 8he “rent-free apar@ent"
promisedgpswald in Minsk by She "ngor never m@eriahzed_ but eve tgally

about a month and a half latgr Oswald did receﬁe a very pleasant @y

Soviet s@ndards) apartment @r which he was reqz:.red to pay only

uthorized p

60 rubleg a month, which Osm.d considered almqﬁt rent-free.”

e
o Oswald was given ab)ob in the “Beloruésu.an Radio and Televgsion

C
Factory,g,e. large plan manuf

‘beleviagx sets.

75}
an FBI esentati

the fiméhed product. The pé}f ranged from 70O ‘bq; 900 rubles a month;s

depend.in&upon the amount of%rork he personally <§§: his shop generaJJg

uc

turned o§ (we are not sure w@ich) According tghis wife, this ratg
of pay we% very good. Marina:Oswald who head reqe:wed specialized

tra:l.ningﬂnd who seems to havg held a more respox;;ible Jjob, was

y nor the words on it may be: repr
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employed ag a phermacist and rgce:.ved a salery of ESO rubles per

<
ponthe Mogeover, she testiﬁe_g that she knew of medical doctors

4n the sOv_gat Union who receivgd less then 700 ru'!ges per month.
Marine tesgaﬁed that Oswald d;ga ot receive gnyﬂgng more then

did othersgln the factory d.oiné: similar work. ge explains the
relatively'ghigh monthly compensatlon by saying thg piecework rates
t..roughoutzthe Soviet Union ha‘ﬁe generally grown égrb of line with

compensa.t:.on for other Jobs, agd that certain pro%ssional groups

ﬂ‘ or placed in the collections of any institution or individual.

>
are getting- considerably less Qhan their trainingfend respons:.’b:.litle

n o
vould ordi:garily entitle them go. % é _

gn addition to his églary Oswald regulagy received from th{?
"Red C:cossg T00 rubles per moxﬂ;h Oswald’®s papers::] recite that the _E .
Red Cross gubsidy was teminaﬁd as soon as the Sé_‘viets learned that g 5
be vas no.%‘bnger happy drﬂa.n‘bed to retgrn to the United § é
States, i.g., Ires as soon_a ge wrote the ﬁencan Bnbassy in g i
Moscow in 'éebruary 1951 fsiding thatge be pemitta? to return. Marinar
Oswald's té‘stmony confirms this; .sllx-e* says when sh; knew Oswald he no:i

L = c

O
savings a:g«mulated in the monﬁxs when he hed bequreceiving it.
Since she 'met end married Oswa.Qd in March end Aprfi of 1961, respecn%ly,
her testimmy is consistent vigl his records. TheWell-pmng job, the
Sonsily S\%ld&, end the “"almoZt rent-free" apartmgnt cambined to give‘;
Oswalq Vimlally all the money%e needed. The Onlg complaint recorded§

o the Hi%?ric Diary is that &xere was "po place i’o spend the money.“o
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o&ald's membership 1:3 a hunting club durg_ng his life
in the Sovi% Union has been a @tter of speciel. m%rest to the
Commission. EAt least one Russi& Emigre has testﬁg}d that this
is a suspic@us circumstance 'be%use no60ne in the @net Union,
is pemittecfto own & gun for pﬁasure. Marina Oeévald has
testified tlﬁt she remembers hezghusband going huntﬂxg only on
one oecasiozgdurmg the whole t:ge of their marriegs&. However,
Oswald appa&ntly joined the gu.tgclub in the summeer 1960 and
he did not mry Marina until Aﬁgﬂ 30, 1961, so he>90uld have

been more acSive while he was s’og-ll a bachelor. Osiéld. made no

. secret of hﬁ membership in the huntinc, club. He métioned it

on occa.sion'so friends after he_&emrned to the Uniéd States,

5 67
it at some liﬁxgth in his 'book-:.n-preparatign, 'The KgllectiVe "
20 " 9 T0
and kept hisfcinembership d, p@nit and hun&ing license

o
vith him untgl the day mIt also fomea one of the

S Jesuit semin@ry in Algbama
T
the sumer hg returned to the Un:Lted States, wheré.)he camnented -

poinfs of digcussion in
that pis‘bolSDand rifles were for?idden to Soviet civglians but

Agency have @camined Osweld's shétgun permit, club m&nbershlp card

and hunting Ed.cense and given th.E opinion that they :‘ppear to be

authentic arﬁ consistent with other information we hgve gbout the
215

Soviet Uniong

the collections of an
rence use only fr

ORGIA LIBR

included it .gn his correspopdenca with his brother Rﬂbert, discussed

that shotgmﬁ were permitted. Experts from the Cenbral Intelligence

yor the words on it may be: reproduced in any form; used by an unauthorized person; or placed in the collections of any institution or individual.
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Under normal Soviet tg:hniques for tralmg agents it would

du

be highly ux&ypical for Osweld EB have received as ?.ﬂ.ttle treining ss

would have 'Béen the case if all%xe received was thef-lhumber of hours he
S 2
might have gpent with his gun cIb, Normal espionaé end ssbotage

s of any institution or individual. |

&

treining in. ‘:bhz Soviet Union is- Qntensive Yy fu]l-time* and usually carri
ST

on for year% So far as the @mm:tssion has been @1e .to discover,

Oswald only ;ent hunting on somg:ha.lf—dozen occasio& usually for o

placed in the collection

a day or tvq: Furthermore, if I-g.rina Oswald 1s telﬁng the truth in
saying that ﬂswald went hunting’ Bn only one occasn.o% after their marria.éé ’
this fact segms inconsistent wit(g these trips being@sed as a cover forw.

training as a subversive agent. “,The KGB vould more a.lkely have trained-c

N
Oswald more Tﬁhan once during th£ent1re 13 months b&ore he left Russiaj
=
for the Unitgd States. Moreovem the CIA has 1nforﬁd the Commission 3
c
=
that it is i8 possession of considerable :lnfomatiomon the location ofg
7]
secret SovieE training itutions axg that it knmé of no such insti‘t@-
2 53
— . [7,)
tion in or ngar Minsk the Wsveld wes thee.
£ & 5
o = 2
d's Departure from the Soviet Uniono
5 = g
oy’ : ’CU

c
Ofball aspects of Oswan's relationship tovthe Soviet Union,

Sp

the circumsf&ces surrounding h:.[s. departure and retu_gn to the United

réproduced in any form; used

States varra@: the most careful Qttention. Eb:aminat::on by the Commissicg
of the relevﬁnt facts reveals thg;t Oswald's contactsﬁm.th the American
E}nbassy ref]ﬁ:‘b an absence of c&ching by Soviet agthonties. More-

over, 'the fa§t that he and his wﬁfe were permitted fﬁ;leave, although

y nor the words on it may be:
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cerbainlg not a frequent occgrrence, does not iqgica‘be any extra—f g
LA SIS S s
ordina.ryg.nterventlon by the_“c-Soviets to facillt%e the return to =
= e
the Unit_gd States of a Soneg agent. '.g Z .
<

E On February 13, 19_61 the American Bnbgsy in Moscow receiwgd
a lettergrom Oswald postrnargd Minsk, Februaryj asking that he beg
readmittgd to the United Sta%es. This was the @rst the Embassy haaS
_ heard fr_gn or ebout him since November 17, l9596when he was seen 'bﬁ

p=
Priscillg Johnson. The 'breaglng of Oswald's si%een-month silence Q

O

came onl% a few days after tge Department of Stgge in Washington had:

g .
forwa.rde_g a request to its }‘Sscow Ernbassy on Fe@uary 1, 1961, g
<
infoming the Embassy that Ggwald's mother was vgrried about him, &
=
inquinn§ as to his vhereabouts and asking thaﬁﬂhe get in touch _E’_;
. =3
3
with he:'Eif possible. The Qmul’caneity of the %o events is, so faf
C
as can ‘bg discovered %cidence. GSwaJ.d‘ letter was ‘;
2 o
5 o a =
‘;J.' ] 2] Q
Z] w) = 2]
e o =
& o o~ 7,
O - 8 86 E
¥ The c%'mnisszon has been informed by the Depaﬁment of State &
end t8e Central Intelligemce AgencyS! that the request from =
Marguerife Oswald went from-Fashington to Moscowby sealed 2
. @iplomat{c pouch and that the seel was intact u®n arrivel, and g

thus th&Russians could not Bave intercepted thfmessage en route.
The offiSer of the Departmen} of State who cerrigd the responsiblli
for such mstters has testifiZd thet the messege ¥as not delivered
to the F@ssia.ns after it arz@ved in Moscow.
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not designeé? to in@ratiate OsVazd to the Embassy ofﬁicials. '11-.’»

starts out ﬁy felsely implying ﬁhat he ha.d_ mttenj;n earlier letter
that wes no% enswered, then say; that he will retuxé: to the United
States on.lyEif he can first "cdfe to some a.gmemenﬁ on there being
no legal chcarges brought againsi him, and ends vitéa reminder to
the officiaas at the Exbassy tlgt they have & resp&sromty to do

ever;\rthing_ghey cen to help h.i_r.ﬁ since he is an Am%a.can citizen.

‘:@e Enbassy's responm to this letter waeto invite Oswald
S

to come pemonally to Moscow tcgchscuss the matter[" pointing out that g
some rathe:g complex questions v@re involved and thgv bhis presence . §
would be r&tﬁ.red to iron them «mt. Oswa:!.d. objectm to the invitatio ng
stating th:gc it was against Soget law for him to gﬁ:avel from Minsk tog

=3
Moscow wit]g:ut first obtaining'gpermissmn from the ”authontles and g
that he haé" been info gmssion, ﬁ!granted, would be ‘3
"a long dr%m out officials ve%e hesitent even :53
to start. .gie elso was the to un?;rtake the expglse of the trip. :Ei
From Oswa.lgg's first letter until late in June, he 81d the Department ‘S
of state vé'e at loggerheads om vhether he should. @'avel to Moscow or §

not. wb.-u.g the Depertment of '%.ate was clarifying?ﬁts position on
this matte%, Oswald eppeared ia Moscow on Sa.tm'd.ayc July 8, 19%61.
gswand's travel to M&cow without permisgion does not appe

to signifyg_‘fpecial treatment bgthe Soviet Union. Commission

‘erence use only from xgt
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asked the Deﬁa.rtment of State anE thé_cé_xz—tral Intellggence Agency

s ____,.

hstitution or individual.

to comment o@ whether other Amex@cans under similar ﬁircmstances

73
were able to“tlo the same thing. «ét'he answers of the ﬁpartznent of

3
State, toget%r with the Comissfon's specific quest@ns, are as follow

€
B.=Could resident for@igners normally tra,:cel in this
maxgzer without first o’@aining such permission?

ords

ANSWER - There aredonly a few Wes'berg nationals
S now living in theiBoviet Union. TheyPFnclude an
Romen Catfiolic priest, ean Ameyican
Protestant ministey, a number of correspondents,
some students and Fechnical advisers $ Soviet
> businesses. We kigw that the priest,?the minister,
the correspondentssand the students my 2xt obtain
rermission from Sofiet authorities befare teking '
any trips. The tefhnical advisers no¥¥fy officials
of their project bBefore they travel these
officials personei@r inform the milit%.

-

g’
d
;

either this copy nor th

C. ©If travel of this t¥pe was not freely tted, do
yoxrtbelieve that Oswaldcmmally would hawv en apprehended

dur the attempt or paxished after the fa.e_t for traveling
witmut permission?

|
|
)

visio
Jd  XIANZddY

ANSWER - Bésqil on the i&mation we hgte,
C Osialdgyent to Moscow wgthout
to the Soviet

: W Hot, of coursé; en
maverage foreign resident. He was a defgctor
@from a foreign couﬁtry and the bearer °§ a
ESoviet internal s‘@teless passport <5 o
Dd.u:r::.ng the time whéx he was contemplatillg the
Nv:.sit to Moscow to'Eome to the Bnbassyi’?. .

f'*rhe Soviet a\xthorities probebly knew a’bmrt Oswald's
Ctrip even if he didSnot obtain advance “permission,
mince in most insta&ces the Soviet :_.iliﬂ.'a.a guards
Zat the Enbassy ask $or the documents of-unidentified
'Upersons entering thE Exbassy groundse. .E.

American citizen&ho, with her Amerigan citizen
usband, went to thS Soviet Union to live permanently
cend is now trying té obtain permission ga leave,
JInformed the Embassy that she had been Sined. for not
<‘gett1ng permission £o go from Odessa toMoscow on a
(recent trip to visif the Exbassy.
o

)
~ =
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%D. Even if such travel did not have t@ be authorized, 2
" ao you have sy 1nrmation or observagions regarding
S.the practicality o such travel by Soviegt citizens or
© persons in Oswald'E status? . a

Qo - ]
ANSWER - It i§ impossible to geneFulize in this
_ area. We undsrstand from interrogations of former
residents in €he Soviet Union whofyere considered
®"stateless™ by Soviet authorities-that they were -
not permitted $o leave the town viere they resided
without permiso?sion of the police.( In requesting
such permissign they were req to £i11 out a
guestionnairegiving‘ the reason travel, length
of stay, addrgsses of individualsCto be visited,
gtec. ) %

Notwithstandife these requirementg, we know that
at least one otatelesS" person offen traveled
without permission of the authoritdies and stated
that police sfationed at railroa.d&tations
usually spotclicked the {dentificetion papers of
every tenth tiveler, but that itfyas an easy
metter to avoid such checks. , she stated
that persons who were caught evading the registra-
tion requireméhits were returned tb« their home towns
by the police end sentenced to shart jail terms and
e se cpces were more evere for repeateds
D

St

ssion is granted, neither this copy nor the words on it may be:
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[72]

i) e
OSWALD ayel 2xob~Minsk to Mos@w and return E
in July 1961 would normelly have Zequired prior S
authorizetion.: Bearers of a Sovi “passport for =
foreigners® (&4 na zhitelstvo v SBSR dlya <
innostrantsa)-3re Tequired to obtgin travel B
authorization'grom the Visa and Rexistration g
Department goﬁR) (or Passport Registration 2
Department (PED) in smaller townsE if they 3
desire to lea® the city (or oblas) where they =
are domiciledE This same require@nt is believed 2
3

>

3

S

=

o

[72]

o

S

o

B

Q

=

|5
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=

>

to apply to p&¥soms, such as OSWALD, holding Soviet
“stateless pagbports” (vid na zhifelstvo v SSR dlya
ez grazhdansiia)e €
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The practicelity 31' even unmrbhorizeﬁ" travel ™ "
was demonstrated Yy events related bﬁm L

_ ' DAVIS, a United S$ates citizen who astectea &
from his US Army‘f'am.t in Germany © Kﬁ August N
1960, and subsequEntly was sent to AN

study. After higrepatriation in 1963, DAVIS
to0ld US a.uthorittes that he had madepa total

of seven unauthorfized trips from Kie®during
the 1961-1963 perdod. One of these t¥ips was

e flight to Moscd® on 1 May 1961, oniy two
months before OSWéLD'S flight. DAVIDwas
aprrehended on two of his seven trips; and

was returned to Kiev each time, the cond

time under escorty Om both occasion®he was
merely reprimande@ by the deputy chi of the
institute at whidd he wes studying.

Marine had a Soviet citizen's inter ;passport,
there would have Been no restrictionk; against
her making the txdp to Moscow. %

n Oswald arrived aﬁ the Embassy in Mos?w, he contacted

Lo

e R

1th§r this copy nor the words on it may be: reprbduced in any form; used

Richard E. ﬁwder, the same mangthom he had faced o&1 October 31, 1959,

and told Sm&ler that he had coms for the conferencef'vhich the letters

unauthorized person; or placed in the collections of a

n

from the Emf);assyhadsai . swderasbgdoSwaldtorem

= D
on the follcﬁn‘.ng Mo appa.rentﬁ suggested t@ Oswald that he
) ) .

%
7
B
f
e Bi
;
g
E
;

bring his wge with
O
independent % %collect:\.on of malcmg this suggestion.—- Mearina Oswald
therefore va to Moscow fram M::nak on Sunday, end %Vald returned to
s
the Eknbassyofor a conference vr.i.%x Snyder. on Mondey, QTuJ,y 10, in
accord with%nyder 8 invitationo Primarily on the Ea.sis of the
Monday inteﬁdew, the American gxbassy concluded th'a; Oswald had
not expatriqsced himsel.f. On tl’& basis.of this ‘ben’&‘ative decision, -
LIJ ] > £
E
* The fa,ct&l and legal basis 'H this decision is agt forth and
. evaluateff in Appendix = £ at pp. to

]
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~Osweld was give The d&:\ment vas

institution or individual.

3
o
B,
=
5
N
U nfe d Stateg{17USC107),
&
.
?

due to expim in September 1961_g and Osweld was 1nf8‘med that 1ts
reneval wou%ﬂ. depend upon the uﬁimate decision on fﬁls expatriation.
The ultimat@ decision on the e@.triation was favoé:le to Oswald,

end his newgsassport was issued’;i.n May 1962, Just b:fore he and

his family '&pa.rted for the’ Uniged States. Al‘thougn there were

some sewiou? problems sheed forgms wife's appuca@on 4o be admitted -
as & nonquoza immigrant, the big Americen hurdle, %e expatriation

issue, was gor gll practical p\ﬁposes overcaome on .ﬁhy 10, 1961. Then

VERSI

it was uwp ?_@_ the Soviet a.uthongies.

record of any expeg't guidance by Sovi? authorities is

&
revealed in:Oswald's dealings v%th the Department g; State. For

eith@r t

example, th letters Oswald vrqte from Minsk to thé"mbassy in Moscow

'm; used by an unauthorized person; or p

101
are in his aﬁa.ndmting, lgrrogarrb atti'l;ade which was
cha.racteris“_},ic of him before ang:a.fter he l.ivﬁ in Russia, and,
when compazsd with o tters thawvere without. Qoubt written by

1 o

laced in the collections of any

|
|

|
L
|

him, shQ% agbout the same level of sophisticatio% fluency and spe].]é:g The

ny

Department'afﬁcer who most frgu.ently dealt with stald. when he beganxs

negotiatiog to return to the m‘bed States; Mr. chhard E. Soyder,

duced in

nor the words on it may be: repro

has testifgd that he o'bserved cno signs of Soviet &achin.g in Oswald
actions at_&he time end that egn now, after refle‘é&ing upon the

subject, hg, can still discern &thing that 1ndlcat€a Oswald. was being

| the collections of any i
srence use only fromm

ORGIA LIBRARIES,

_‘
“
)




A

Ml i

s copyright law of’ the United States (17USC107), this single copy was produced for reference use ONly 1rom matenial an the Special Oy

S

!
|

d in any form; used

d States (J7USC107),
n

30602. Unless per-

103

——guided or a@isted by -a-third pgrty. On the con&-ary, the

“exrogent angpresmptuous a.ttﬁ@ie vhich Oswald dis;aayed in his
dealings wi’g.}l the Embassy from ‘@.rly 1961 until J\niﬂ 1962, when he
finally dep@'ted. Russia, undoub&dly hindered his a§tempts to teke
himself and‘gpis femily back to @-,e United States. §nyder has
testified t@at although, &s wa.sgais duty, he made Esincere effort
to treat o$$ald‘s application ﬁr permission to re‘mrn objectively,

Oswald's a‘tﬁtude made this pragtically impossi‘blem

ME:'ina has testified ghat she and Oswald :aa.de their intentions

r placed in the collections of any institution or individual.

known to Som.et officials in Migsk in May, even be@re coming to Mosco»g

for a confegence. The Oswalds mcorrespondence wiglgthe Embassy and
the d.ocumeniis furnished by the ‘«ﬁ'ussian Govermment Dshow that Oswald
nmade forma.lm&pplication to the-aussian Government & July 15 and his

vife aid so;pn July 18, Presumsbly the grestest d;&ﬁculty for the

Russian a.uﬁgorities v

w
As it workeé out, as called @ the Soviet ﬁssporb office

in Minsk omDecember 25, 2 d that authoﬁty had been
received to-issue both her and‘ger husband's exit ﬁsas. Obteaining
the pemisgg,on of the Soviet GciVernment to leave mg have been
facilitateﬁby a conference vhjgh Marina had, at h# own request,
with a higtpmvn official, prob&ly a Colonel Aseno:é sometime in
late 1961. -She has testified ﬁxa‘t she applied for&!;he conference

and believ? that it was grant@ her because her u@le with vhom -
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“she had liw @ T‘Mﬁﬂ?‘before hezmarriage » Colonel grusakov, was

“diso = Bigh m officisl. She ﬁ}s commented that o.%%i& tried to
arrange suchm conference himselfﬁ and was turned dovE. The Historic
Diary and cog‘espondence with th%American Embassy . a;:t this time reflect"
that the Ost.ds did not pick up;their exit visas 1nmbd1a‘beh' On
Jenuary 12, @62, Marina Oswald ﬁ.cked. up her Soviet%xit visa. It vas

?pntu December 1, 1%2. The Oswalds aiffi not leave Russia

O
until June 1262 but the a.d.ditio&l delay was ca:usedéy problems with

marked valid

the American @overnment and by tl% birth of a child &n February

Permission oﬁz the Soviet a.uthori'lg.es to leave, once g,ven, was never
revoked. Osmld £01d the FBI inﬁuly 1962, shortly g‘ter he returned
to the Uniteo*’éStates, that he ha%been interviewed bithe MVD" tvice,

once when he .Yirst ceame to the Sgyiet Union and once[',just before he

8 §
departed. E; slip of pa og his effects:%onﬁms the
2 © 2
occurrence oigthe seco rview. O -
] U)
n
Invgstiga.tion he timing algd circumstamgs of the Oswalds'

obtaining pemn.ssion from the Soviet Govermment to :usgve Russia and live
in the UnitedEStates shows that ﬂ differed in no di&%ernible manner
from what vould ordinarily be exgcted. The Central &ntelligence Agency
bas informed ihe Cammission that normally a Soviet néﬁional would not
be permitted go emigrate if he might endanger Sov:.et,;gation.a; security
once he went }zroad. Possession éf confidential infogémation, for
example, vou.g be an important caﬁegory of such secugity risks.”
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attempt to asc&rtain whether ‘he of his wife had had a,gy Kind of access

A9
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oswald' pre-éparture interview w the "MVD" was proﬁ’ab]y part of an

[ Sl - - - e

to conﬁdentié. information. m{na Osweld's reporbeE interview vith the
MVD in Decemlba' 1961, which was e.a'anged at her reque% probably served
the seme purp@e Our awereness @ both interviews dé'ives entirely
from Oswald'sgmd his wife's statements and letters t& the American
Exbassy, whicg affords additional%vidence that the c@:\rerences carried

o8
O .

ovisions

no subversive %igni.fica.nce.
It %ok the Soviet am-.hgities at least 5 ﬂz months, fram

July 18, l96lc1mtil late Decemberg to grant pennissiqn for the Oswalds
>

to leave. When asked to comment upon the alleged raﬂdity 9zf the Oswalds
departure, thE. Department of S'ba.ta advised the Cami%ion*

ve.2 In the immediate: p?st-var period there[—vere gbout
fiffeen marrisges in which the wife hed beed weiting
: PRIt permit. r the
Sovie‘b Cayermment s a disposi-
ACRSS Th the sumer af 1953
perifission was\gifen for allQf this group B Soviet
> tlms:l.r American c%tizen

hus‘B;nds to the UfiTed

Sinﬁe this group was gﬁen pemission to 1e(ﬁve the
Sméet Union, there ha.ve been from time to- gime
martgiages in the Soviet>Union of American c&tizens and
Sovdet citizens. With gne exception, it istour under-
stedding that all of thg Soviet citizens in¥olved have
beea given permission t@ emigrate to the United States
aftEr waiting periods which were, in some ¢3ses from
thrie to six months and._,in others much hngr.
It @oes not appear to \;E that Mrs. Oswald' sESoviet
Siie application ¥es acted upon with gnusual

ty.
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T}:g partznent of State also compiled. datg on all Soviet wives
o —— T R S S S S Sy Wi v s e e o >\ -
of American Qltizens who receivé%. exdt vises to lea.yg the Soviet Union, §
= S
where the ammd.mate dates of the epplications forstand receipt of the 2
. K )
exit visas &e aveilgble. Fourgen such cases fit gxese criteria. Thefg

Department ;oints out that it h@ informa.tion on the: dates of applica-

U

tion and re@ipt of Soviet exit _g'isas only on those%ases that are ’brou@lt to

e coll

its attentiqf'é by the persons cor&:erned. A very con@n reason for bringg:g
a case to t18 attention of the @partment is that tﬁb granting of the eﬁt
visa by the §ov1et Union has be@ delawed, and the Eerican spouse thergfore

tz
seeks the azsistance of his owngoverment. It thenéfore appears that “’

"O

the sampling;data carry a d.istinct bias toward 5@ vaiting periods.y
S

The data a.l& seem to bear out 13:e observation prev%us]y made by the £
0 <

Depertment £ the effect thatruail the death of Stalin it was virtuallg
g

cans.,

L0

"3 death meny long-pending spplicad

3

T
3
cases listecx; six involve women vho applied for vis@ after 1953, when 'S

= S

the post-Sté.in policy was in e&ect. The approximgte waiting periods £
L

4 el

for these vges were, in decreagng order, 13 monthé& ) 8 months, 6 mon hbg

®» < 2

" 3 months, l«uonth, and 10 d.aya.c: _5 g

O

9%51:&5 correspondencegdth the American E%:assy while he was 3tm
in Russia £and in his conversaéons with friends i& the United States %

m

after.he re%:rned, Oswald sevgal times claimed t&t Marina had been

subjected tEpressure by the So%.et Govermment in ag effort to induce

nor the words on 1t may
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__her-not t@emigrate to the—Un:@ed States. - In the ﬁ}nbassy corresponde

~Dswald’ cleg:med“that this“pi'es%re ‘had been s0 intéﬁse that she had ‘bozbe '
=

ospitalizgd. for five days .fois nervous exhaustioﬁ‘l" Marina testiffecl
3
that Oswa:li was exaggerating @d that no such hosﬁ.talization or ner@)us

exhanstio:g ever occurred. Hcg{ever, she did testi'i’y that she was que'@:ioned
on the ma'h‘.@er occasionally amggiven to know thata:er govermment was ﬁ'ot
pleased vﬁh her decision. neg aunt and uncle :.n@unsk did not speaka:o

0

&}
her “for 55101:3 time."™ The uxﬁle was & member ofghe MVD. - She also <

orp

says that ghe was dropped fronEher membership in E}e Communist Youth

l’l

Organizati;on (Xosamol) when tl% news of her visit& the American Enb&;sy

99
in Moscow keached. that orga.niation. A student.-zwho took Russian 'U

rize

lessons frgm her in Texas has :;estmed that she fhee referred to theS
100

days vhenghe pressure was apg.ied as "a horrible[?iime . In talkifg.
b

th

u

about the gubject with his friends in the United &a‘bes efter he retu@ed,

Oswald nevg'r mentio alleged &rvous exhausﬁ.on and hospitaﬂ.iz&gion,

w
but he dicgmsist going ha&been made vexg rough for Marina.3

Putting asg.de the differences of gree in the Osw:a.lds' two versions

y form;

of these {rents, it seems cle@' that they both mai;fbain that the Sovlét
authoritiebs tried to d.issuade%larlna Oswald from g)ing to the United z
States. ﬁ; is also interestm to note that the @pucanon of pressgre
on the Os@ds is similar to g?xe Soviet treatment’@f another recent
defector Y’?o left the Soviet l@ion to return to tbék United States.
ggm the basis of all%.he foregoing: evide@e , and especially

the Depar@ent of State data qu the waiting periodes of other Soviet

words on it may be: repr

 wives ’ thé'] Commission conclu.d%d that there was noaeason to believe

that the %malds received \musxmlly favoreble tregtment in being perndtted
or a.ssis‘t%d to leave the Soviﬁt ‘Union.
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S:gon after the Osveldg reached the Unitegsta‘bes in June of
1962 they méie contact with th?oviet Exnbassy in \Mshington, D. C.
Soviet law nequired Marina OswaId as a Soviet citié’en living ebroad,
to remain i'i’ contact with her ng‘tion's Embassy andgo file various
papers occasionally In 1963, “&xere were further %nta.cts when the
Oswalds sou?xt permission to reEum to the Soviet @on. The first

 such requesg-va.s & letter mttan by Marina on Febzfuary 17, 1963.

E’rson; or placed in the collections-of any institution or individual.

She wrote t@t she wished to reﬁn‘n to Russia but ﬁat her husband wo
stay in Ameg.ca because, "He is“-an American by natignality. She was

informed on&arch 8, 1963 that gt would take from :ﬂiwe to six months

to process 'ﬂ.’ne application. Scmatime before July g'bswald. asked to be
105

permitted woreturn with viet Union mde available to

the Ccmniseﬁ:n what s to be tbg:entire corre@pondence between

the Oswamsaand the Enbassy 1i!2the United Sﬁates. This .
material ha.élbeen checked for codes a.nd none has begl detected.
Except for 'me last letter vhic}g Oswald wrote to thss Soviet Enbassy
after his tg.p to Mexico City, \gm:h v:ul be discus&;d below, there
is no mater?al which gives any Qason for suspicionr

Oara.ld‘s last letter '& the Soviet E:nba.ss@ in Washington, D.

vas dated Ngyember 9, 1963 and gads as follows: .
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=T =2°-“This 46-to infora you of-receut-evends-since - -

|
|-

y institution or individual.

mySmeetings with comrafle Kostin in the Exbgssy Of the
So‘.qv)iet Union, Mexico c%ty, Mexico. |

K 27

> "I vas unable to Zemain in Mexico ind€finitely
begause of my mexican ¥isa restrictions vlgch was for
15-days only. I couldZhot teke a chance requesting a
nef visa unless I usedZmy reel name, 80 I 'Feturned to the
U d States. o —

e e S s
2 "I had not planné to contact the Sodet embassy
inBMexico so they weregtmprepe.red, had I n able to reach
 the Soviet Embassy intHavana as planned, ;the embassy there

woffld have had time togcomplete our busingss.

>

2 o
& mop course the 80§_iet embassy was nof at fault,
th@y were, as I say ungrepared, the Cuban onsulate was
guflty of a gross bresch of regulations, Inam gled he has
sifice. been replaced. = >

fai

P

eith

L .
®The Federal Burcd: of Investigationds not now
inSerested in my activities in the progreédive organization
'Fgir Play For Cuba Cogmittee', of which Fwas secretary in
Neg Orleans (state lowdsiana) since I no er reside in
thdt state. However, the F.B.I. has visitdd us bere in
at. Agent Jamgs P. Hasly
®n F.P.C.C. acXivities in
gadp rpeke an 'inte;@st' in me.

o

)
\qtlalso *sugedlted’ to Merind Nichileyeva
thigt she could Semmbm=yistmghe United Statds under F. B. I.
‘protection’, that is, she could defect £rgm the Soviet
Unfon, of course, I end my wife strongly FRotested these

—

tq.gtics by the notoriods F.B.l.. =

k)

: £ N
o wplease inform usZof the arrivel of offir Soviet

enSrance visas's &s sogn as they come.” QO
o

h

% ®"Also, this 1is tqginfom you of the 'b_%rth on
Ocfober 20, 1963 of a PBAUGHTER, AUDREY MARINA OSWALD
IRCDALLAS, TEXAS., to gy wife. S S

. =
Respec D
/s/ Lee H. Q8wald™

1
mgmat
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30602. Unless per-

g‘he envelope bears §postmark vhich,,seen%,to_be,ﬂdyember_la-g

l
ns

- Marina Osv.@.ld. bas testified tmt Osweld made many@rarta -of- thisﬁlettg;
nz

before it 'was finally sent.  Her testimony on %us point was conmgued

by the wom.n whose typewriter §swa.ld used to compese the letter, Mrs. §hrt-h

E
Paine, who—»says she observed & least one prelimi%:ry draft. A piébe
>~.
of paper wgich was probably one of these drafts vgs roulr:d emong Osvaws
hR 1
effects afger the assasainatidﬁ and reads as foll%s.

(Words crdised out by Oswald h‘ave been put in pax@thesea.

sio

"maft

ar Sirs

r thiss?opy nor
se pro
ERSITY O

s | B
"This is too orm you of (re) eveats since my
Snterviews with comtgde Kostine in the Exbassy of the
‘§oviet Union Mexico -sity, Mexico.

EU

'5 *I was unsble ’@ remain in Mexico Gty (because
$ considered useless) indefimity becausé.of my (visa)
fexican visa restrictions vhich was for 35 days only.
I had a) I ow ena chance for. sn extension

_gsi.) unlesg e 50 I re@n-ned to the U.S.

——-

"The FBI is notSnow interested in @ actives in

he progressive orgapization FPCC of whiZh I was secretary
New Orleams (la)Iouisiana since (MN
(New Orleans, Lo@

live in

longer (connecteogwith) that State.

0602. EU&less permis

inthe Sp&

then?

*(However the tgvever) the FEI has. ﬁisited us here
4n Texas on Nove. lstf agent of the FBI .Bms P. Hasty warned
zie that if I attempiEto engage in FPCC %tivities in Texas >
Bne FBI will again t@ke an “Interest” ig-me. This agent.
so 'suggested® thg¥ my wife could ‘remain in the U. S.

r FBI protectiom)™ that is, she could defect from the
refuse to retwrn tgsthe) Soviet Unlon.=0f course I and my
~rife strongly prote@ed these tactics bg the notorious Fe.Be

b: reproduced in any form; used by an unauthorized person; or placed in th
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(It was unfort@n that the Soviet Fgbassy vas unsble
aid me in Mexdco £ity but) I had not-Plenned to contact .
e o -~ %ne Mexican City sy at-all so of colrse they were -

prepa.red for me. Had I been able to peach Havana as
-§lanned (I could havs contacted the Soviet Embassy there

or the completion of rapid have been abde to help me
Bt the necessary dcuments I required ésist me.) would
Bave had time to assdst me but of coursenthe (stuip)
“gtuip Cuban Consule ‘Was et fault here » Im glad he had
iince been replaced Sy another." <

|
|
|

guced inany form; used
nstntution or individual.

ny i
|
|
|
|

gnfomation produce%for the COmnissionSy the CIA is to t

laced 1rﬁhe collections of a

effe(;t tha;_g the person referreg to by Oswald as "@mrade Kostin® was

probably a%na.n named "l(s:m‘cikov9 employed ostensibﬁ as a member of théf‘
o
Consular s&m of the Soviet Ug;.on in Mexico cityH He is actually a-§
5 »
KGB agent,Ehowever, as are ma.ng of such employees&;] The COmisaiong
<
has 1d.ent1.&ed the Cuban consu‘ﬂ: referred to in Osvma's letter as N
Tt
)
Senor Euseﬁ;x.o Asque, the man qgth whom Oswald argngd at the Cuban 56 i
Consulate ,tho was in fact reﬁ’aced. The CIA adviged the Commission: 5 é
= o
es in Osvalg's 9 Novenber 2 ..
= ebeenrepl d must refer - O
» Who left co for Cuba § H
November 1968, four days e

que had beeg in Mexico for
years and VEE T Wb us as earlyas September 1963
tvhat Azque was to be replaced. His re ement did arrive
Ln september. Azquedvas scheduled to lekve in October but
gd not leave until -ﬁ November.
>
e do not know who &ght have told Oswadi that Azque
& any other Cuban been or was to 'be_greplaced, but
¥e speculate that S Duran or some Sgviet official
ﬁght have mentioned3it if Oswald conpla%ned sbout
£zque s altercation ﬂ.th him."

ecn

ateri

"Silvia Dv.ﬁa.n is an assiatantito Consul. Azque vhogiea.lt with Oswald wQen

he applie@or e visa at the ngan Consulate.
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few attempt'% gave up vith the _-ij-;mark that it was "%a.zy.
1ight on rcR possible meaning &n be shed by compe@ing it with the

early d.ra.ﬁ:D When the d:.rferengea between the ara.& and the fimal

document axé studied, and eapedfn.uy when crossed-cﬁt words are teken

in thé&ollections of any insti

into accounﬁ, it becomes qpparegt that Oswald was @:enuomly obfuscating
the true stgteof affairs :Lnongertomake his tri%to)&exieo sound as S
mysterious -End important as posgi'ble. 2 zg
FSr example, the rirsg sentence in the segond paragraph of t@
letter readg, § C?f. ' gv:
£ ] was uneble to_remsin in Mexico 1iflefinily because g
ob my mexican visa reﬁtrlctions which waEfor 15 days only. "',S,} o
The seme seB:bence in the draft féegins, before the vggrda are crossed ou é i‘
€ I vas unsble t@remain in Mexico cfty because é {
ISconsidered uselessee.” o = }
As already -%ntioned, ve fair]q'good evidence ihat Oswald's trip g 2
to Mexico wigs indeed Bt he returnedéto Texas with that |
conviction.‘E- The first S , spoke the aruth, but a.ppa.rentﬁ i

the truth d%d not sound urgezrt.enough, so Oswald myrote the sentence 1;2
imply that:aa had to leave becagae his visa vas bo\g to expire. This ﬁ:
false; Ow& s tourist card stEllhad amnveek‘ﬁo run vhen he depug,ed

O o-a
Mexico on o@tober 3. 5 E %
memxtsenmcem?,hermumreaag, g
ch 'Icou]dnottekg,achmonrequesﬁingamw )
VZsa when I used my rifal name, so I returfed to the E
Gited States.” S = b=
e ) - S
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The fact % that he did use

real name on his %urist card, and

|
&ite&tates (1

ny institution or individual.

\0
]
E
a
r(jHu
!’1
8
§
5“
&
15
«

with the sole exc%‘btion of the bus
reservatiq_z_a for the trip backe And even the excegcion has been expla@ed.
Oswald's taurist card was typeu by the Mexican %@ulate in New onem,
"Lee, Har\ﬁy Qsvald.” The cox@a vas a clerical eﬁ'or vhich even Oswai’d
disregardei He signed both tae application and ﬂ‘.\e card, "Lee He. Os@.ld
The bus re?emtion clerk, hoﬁver, since Oswald Sx)ke no Spenish, xnada out

the returmreservation from tha tourist card and,oeeing the camma, vﬁ’ote

o S
the reaemtion, "H. 0. Lee.".Z O o
3 » 2

g:n the opinion of tm COnmission, based;ppon wbhat it has §

St

learned oEOswald's character in general and, in grucula.r, upon what.

k..

it believe’i to have been his @un'd.ng deaperation%o escape the com-

orized

plexities T91' 1ife in the Unn-.& States by going tg;Cuba or, feiling t@t,
back to tt@ Soviet Union, the?.etter constitutes 55 more than & cluns®

attempt tqci’acilitate ol 1y 8 :gturn to the SSoviet Union. He
=
o r-4 a

seems o lmve wrl that by:infe@ins that he had

any form; used by an

there is @ the letter in all gu.-obabmty darives‘@rom the psychologi@.l
complentig_s of Oswald's mind gather than from any':conspd.ratorial
rela.tions@

rence use only from material i

|
]
!
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ﬁxroughout its 1nveqf;|.gation of possiblé@oviet involve-

LSRN

ment, the é’qmiauon has evaa.uited the posubmmmt Lee Harvey
Oswald mfg secret Soviet aaamt against the ape&ric facts and

11 Oy

.circumstanogs mlating %o his &fecuon to the usﬁ his residence

Oy

there inl@mk, andhisreturnﬂ:othemnedsutgmlgsa. Apart

s

from the 1'5::]; of evidence diaciosed by this ing , the Commission

finds two &mtiom basic reapons for its conclusgon that Oswald

vas not a secret agent. Pirst,, Oswald's life in t‘ge United States
from his zgturn until the day- g the assassinatiom, ranging from

. his open ogrreapondcnce with tge Communist Party ‘Qg public advocacy
of Casm‘s Cuba, was not the'g.re of a secret a.ga“it. Second, and

nauthorized person; or placed in the.collections of any institution or individual.

closely reiated, 1s the fact that Osvald's personagity and capebilitics
were not tﬁ)se of & P
accompnslé:g, a misg
COmm:Lssiongbhat there id8e¢

who voul@e selected m, or capable of
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assassinat@n 1shshared by Jo -giga.r Hoover, Johzi)&cConc and

Jemes Je Barley, respectiwl; the directors of t@e Federal Buresu
of Investiga’tion, the Central érbelnaence Agency .nd the Secret
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¥* The si {cant events in Oarald's life relied @;pon by the Commissis
for thig conclusion are dismmsed in Chapter
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