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Creeping Fascism: History's Lessons

By Ray McGovern
December 27, 2007

“There are few things as odd as the calm, superior
indifference with which I and those like me watched
the beginnings of the Nazi revolution in Germany, a:
om a box at the theater. ... Perhaps the o T(y
now, years

CAMPAIGN AND INTENSIF 1@1{{ S SECRET WAR Aﬁ ST Kin
CONTAIN THE RISING PR /9

IH&R}% e way t

later....”

MJ Conclusion found on pp. 15-16

These are the words of Sebastian Haffner (pen name for Share this article
Raimund Pretzel), who as a young lawyer in Berlin during ™ Bookmark
the 1930s experienced the Nazi takeover and wrote a first- .5 pjgq

hand account. His children found the manuscript when he

died in 1999 and published it the following year as . Email
“Geschichte eines Deutschen” (The Story of a German). ¢ Printer friendly

The book became an immediate bestseller and has been translated into 20
languages—in English as "Defying Hitler.”

| recently learned from his daughter Sarah, an artist in Berlin, that today is the
100th anniversary of Haffner's birth. She had seen an earlier article in which |
quoted her father and e-mailed to ask me to “write some more about the book
and the comparison to Bush’s America. ... This is almost unbelievable.”

More about Haffner below. Let's set the stage first by recapping some of what
has been going on that may have resonance for readers familiar with the Nazi
ascendancy, noting how “odd” it is that the frontal'attack on our Constitutional
rights is met with suoh ‘calm, superior lndlfference n/

)

,/G,(o"é'bbels Wofild be Prou‘a:?"' o (VMV /F‘%L

It has been two years since top New York Times officials decnded to let the res /J]
of us in on the fact that the George W. Bush admmlstratlon had been \\, =4
eavesdropping on American citizens without the court warrants reqwred by the | (I&)
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) of 1978. e |-

to Whlte House entreaties to suppress-thé damaglng 1rjformat|on.
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B”US“I’EM@??fﬁﬁé\“‘r“"” Py RPlate 511005 WiEN T S EoRre¥ptindent James Risen’s book, “State of Wa
Georg@y\;,ﬁfg&gres'dency the Secret History of the CIA and the Bush Administration,” revealing the

US officials in Baghdad are comWaT BNTGSS favesdiappingnwamb&ing printed, Times publisher, Arthur

BustuelSecondobprnving v Suizbetgerndreisrasogized thdthhie could procrastinate no longer.

GeorgaWaBushapragidgned Americans. 11 this is true, it is a refutation of the Cheney
g;m@?’ﬂw%@%ﬁl@%um the Iranians can only be dealt with %\ force and enmity. . . ; .

t would simply be too embarrassing to have Risen's book on the street, with
Bushimy Fivssdiessms in ArabdUlzbarger and-his assosiatesipeatending that this explosive eavesdropping
Gaorge dhinBushisonment o ety Hidlmot it Adolphi Oehs'strhideimark criterion: All The News That's Fit To
prasigeney @00 Oth Raddam )b}\mlfe head of the Baath secret police in Najatin the
later Saddam years. Another source says that the tribal leaders are planning a big
Whonlg:sBob Gatég@ay.

The secret world of Defense (The Times own ombudsman, Public Editor Byron Calame, branded the
TREGEAMARERN0i cuerrily pavgaesplraIRpIHATLR RSP delay in publishing this story "woefully
exageerated. according to .»\ljnzccrln. d te."

2004 Campaign nagequaie. )
BUSOI;B@:{S{&M)@H{YOHHCM violence on Sunday:
When Sulzberger told his friends in the White House that he could no longer

Behind Colin Powell's hold off on publishing in the newspaper, he was summoned to the Oval Office

Legendu . for a counseling session with the president on Dec. 5, 2005. Bush tried in vain
Gauging Powell's

reputabing o:30 am. a ronats dﬁ!}ﬁlplﬂLQ&étLRfllBWFR”&[&H%%‘PW in the Times.
Killing two civilians including one woman and injuring two civilians
The 2000 Campaign The truth would out; part of it, at least.
Recountingithid a.m. a roadside bomb targeted a joint U.S. and Iragi convoy
controversialAdannpaign. no casualtics were reported.

Glitches
Medialeprgjfound three bodies in Baghdad. one in Sadr. in Doura and Amil.
Is the national media a There were some embarrassing glitches. For example, unfortunately for

danger to beffiocracy? National Security Agency Director Lt. Gen. Keith Alexander, the White House

The Clmtdr(]'i@gécp]alg\csl\‘cd Iraqi ;(R.GQL@&&%Q..Iﬂntﬁ.ll].himékh@tuthﬁ}&atswouId soon be out of the bag-
Behind BY%%‘]‘H’@?&WHC killed and two soldiers were injured. . .
Clinton's inﬁ‘ﬂ-efchment' So on Dec. 6, Alexander spoke from the old talking points in assuring visiting
House intelligence committee member Rush Holt, D-New Jersey, that the NS/
Nazi ECNO. ., wacked policGighN ot @avesdrop@n Americans without a court order.

PInOChe}:c.chra a_h?\(o gunmen were killed and two police officers were injured N
Characters. -

, Still possessed of the quaint notion that generals and.other senior officials are——
- An 1ED targeted a house in central Kirkuk. The explosion caused - B e

The Dark gislge@fil8¥argeted I\&QE %P&?ﬁ@ﬂetﬁ’o&@ 590%’&19\5 ional oversight ¢ VTHDJM‘O{%_"/
M@QRUI who works with UIBlistes exander after the Times, on Dec. 16, front-paged a

Rei, Sun Myung Meon feature by Risen and Eric Lichtblau, “Bush Lets U.S. Spy on Callers Without
and American politics.

Courts.”
répnggGrack: . . . o
Contra drug stories But House Intelligence Committee chair Pete Hoekstra, R-Michigan, apparent|
uncovered

found Holt’s scruples benighted; Hoekstra did nothing to hold Alexander

MOSUL - Gunmen killcd@oooUntabledornmisjeadingutdelt- his most experienced committee member, wt

Lost u)il%mlr\{w Inve b\-‘—shoh['é 18 MRS Jasul 390 dkanr {2 e
- Sorinet. n a drive by g '8EvEE HeUn iiteNigéHeE Anal t the State Depart .
Amerlc,q“%rlm)lﬂg%ﬁdnd.policcsnid. i fa ySta & ate epa ment
historical recor

NEAR MOSUL - One ciVhatfallewed stryokdme asbizarre. The day after the Dec. 16 Times feature

The OC?%@{H@MW& parked @rtiote, thepresidentdfthednited States publicly admitted to a demonstrably
"X-Edl@sor Mosul. police sai
The 1980 election ifnpeachable offense.
scandal I%Wﬂseda A roadside bomb Killed onc civilian and wounded two
others in the small own dAUQEZINGilBgalelettioniasuveillance was a key provision of the second
International
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From free tHddeto thigemorghitl ‘bfpfﬁbéééﬁ?ﬁ’ér}w\té@’é hst President Richard Nixon ”@j’mf 97,1974, thi

KOSOVb“dPI‘éilg”h"”md from a roadside bomb dttack near his convoy i t obu 2007
provincial capital Mosul a”ﬂ»&WQ Q3n%5(?ﬁ‘]€1lﬁ1§l Qﬁl‘«ﬁﬂ?@@@hmem were approved RX)\CIP])(‘ E%gp votes in th
Other Inv{es }agr Id\l/ld one of his Housecdudician/iCemmittee. R —
[
St%i{?‘ﬁ"B/\ - Miliants ble lﬂu Killine i“A holicemen Jn
<L . E P roac
Baquba. 63 km (40 miles uu 101 l 12 1dad police \(11(]

Editorials Archived Postings on
BAGHDAD - LS. forceH@fronmex pressing segretpthe’ president bragged abvotkahavingrauthorized the
others on Monday and Tuggay e é‘ﬁ@é‘“‘\‘ht‘ii’é"ﬁﬁé’ﬁ 3(tiities since the September trya Jilih attacks,” and

central and northern Irac 1hc: S.military s
: g he would" contlnue to do so. The president also sai

) , . The feed address s hirp'//\\'\\'\\',junncolv.u)m/
DHULUIYA - Police recovered a body with gunshot wounds from the |
S.xm

s
Tigris river on Monday wt Dedders I QéhgiessohiaveBién'. briefed more than a dozen times on this
police said authorization and the activities conducted under it.” Feedburner RSS

DHULUIYA - Gunmen Kidnapped a man driving a car in castern Awards

Dhuluiya. on Monday, pdDR fec. 19, 2005, then-Attorney General Alberto Gonzales and then-NSA

inner ()uoerJ 2007. Scott Negring Awgrd fo
Director Michael Hayden held a press Comﬁrﬁ%om Scho ars%np?(\\q Jaiﬁn thu (ukpq{

Labels. Irag the as yet unnamed surveillance program. Swdents of the Political Science Department.

pm/ed by Juan Cole wa: 12/26/2007 06:25:00 AM 1 comments University ofPenns\-I\.ama)

attempt to amend it, choosing instead a “backdmﬁ‘ a@pﬁaashnuﬁe answered

Tuesday, December 25,2007
g iy B . . . Winner, 2004 Koufax Award for Best Expert
Christmas in Iraq We have had discussions with Congress...as to whetherlg{‘pot FISA could be

There was no midnight mass am ogpfifsertéy ARoVEUshG wdefuatelyeeal with thisiina of:threat) andwe wexe
adyised Ehat that W%Lél’d Eﬁ\g ifficyl 40'5(9@ impossiple

And of the estimated 800,000 C hrmmn\ in the country in P
may be lefi. Many have fled to Syria. joining the 1.5 million Iraqi refugees there. b
Hmm. Impossible? It strains credulity that a prog

Lven some Christians still in the udnélébp'bébwwmdngéduﬁébﬂe to win ready approva I
ed the "Patriot Act” n re an time

None of the feel good human lnlerp?proomms Saw on cable news 1 11> wee tocused

on the displacement of indigenoous C hristians.
James Risen has made the following quip about

Hitis noton TV icdoesnt exist. - etober 2001, you could have set up guillotines
posted by Juan Cole (ii; 12/25/200T0ATBIN 9 comments

| @iz B
Barzani Slams Turks It was not difficult to infer that the surveillance prq@nég%ﬁ%&i}een of suc
Iraqi Kurdish leader Massoud Barggopdland intrubivenésketHativevenigmid highly toéggtf@%e}tt%}j have a

Iraq. Turkey says it hit terror l)uscsprayer for passage. Juan Cole
Informed Comment

Bush strongly backed Turkey with a call to PM Erdogan.
It turns out we didn’t know the half of it. PR | power
G Blogger

The US had depended heavily on the Kurds in Iraq. Is this the beginniing of a major rift?

hat To Call These Activijties
Turkey says that its Dec. 16 air x‘t’n\{l\cs,mml\mg LI()Tels l\ﬁcd 15 H\tl\egucrrillas. ( ; OL

This is a larger death toll than carlier suspected and won't improve Barzani's mood.

“lllegal Surveillance Program” didn’t seem quite right for White House purpose

vosted by Juan Cole (@ 12/75/2/}07()( 7( l)/} comments
’@ ‘ el e PR wadkine was unusually slow off the blocks.

Monday, December 24, 2047100k six weeks to settle on “Terrorist Surveillance Program,” with FOX News
Turkey Bombs again; leading the way followed by the president himself. This labeling would doveta
Demo Planned against new Babdiglypwithvthe president’s rhetoric on Dec. 17:

Turkey bombed northern Irag again on Sunday. in an apparent attack on suspected
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‘In the weeks following the terrorist attacks on our nation, | authorized the
National Security Agency, consistent with U.S. law and the Constitution, to
intercept the international communications of people with known links to al-
Qaeda and related terrorist organizations. ... The authorization | gave the
National Security Agency after September 11 helped address that
problem...” [Emphasis added]

And Gen. Michael Hayden, who headed NSA from 1999 to 2005, was of cours
on the same page, dissembling as convincingly as the president. At his May
2006 confirmation hearings to become CIA director, he told of his soul-
searching when, as director of NSA, he was asked to eavesdrop on American:
without a court warrant.

‘I'had to make this personal decision in early October 2001,” said Hayden. “It
was a personal decision. ... | could not not do this.”

Like so much else, it was all because of 9/11. But we now know...

It Started Seven_-Months Before 9/11

k\\\\;

ow many times have you heard it? The mantra “after 9/11 everything \\
anged” has given absolution to all manner of sin. /

We are understandably reluctant to believe the worst of our leaders, and this
tends to make us negligent. After all, we learned from former Treasury
Secretary Paul O'Neill that drastic changes were made in U.S. foreign policy
toward the Israeli-Palestinian issue and toward Iraq at the first National Securi
Council meeting on Jan. 30, 2001.

Should we not have anticipated far-reaching changes at home as well?

v Reporting by the Rocky Mountain News and court documents and testimony ¢

~ acase involving Qwest strongly suggest that in February 2001 Hayden salutet
smartly when the Bush administration instructed NSA to suborn AT&T, Verizol
and Qwest to spy illegally on you, me, and other Americans.

S ——e

/ Bear in mind that this would have had nothing to do with terrorism, which did
not really appear on the new administration’s radar screen until a week before
9/11, despite the pleading of Clinton aides that the issue deserved extremely
high priority.

So this until-recently-unknown pre-9/11 facet of the “Terrorist Surveillance
Program” was not related to Osama bin Laden or to whomever he and his
associates might be speaking. It had to do with us.

We know that the Democrats briefed on the “Terrorist Surveillance Program”
include House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-California, (the one with the longest

http://www.consortiumnews.com/2007/122707a.html 12/27/2007



tenure on the House Intelligence Committee), Rep. Jane Harman, D-Californic
and former and current chairmen of the Senate Intelligence Committee, Bob
Graham, D-Florida, and Jay Rockefeller, D-West Virginia, respectively.

% . I

N

May one interpret their lack of public comment on the news that the snooping
began well before 9/11 as a sign they were co-opted and then sworn to
secrecy?

Itis an important question. Were the appropriate leaders in Congress informes
that within days of George W. Bush's first inauguration the NSA electronic
vacuum cleaner began to suck up information on you and me, despite the FIS
law and the Fourth Amendment?

Are They All Compiicit?

And are Democratic leaders about to cave in and grant retroactive immunity tc
those telecommunications corporations—AT&T and Verizon—which made
millions by winking at the law and the Constitution?

. (Qwest, to its credit, heeded the advice of its general counsel who said that
what NSA wanted done was clearly illegal.)
i
What's going on here? Have congressional leaders no sense for what is at
stake?

Lately the adjective "spineless” has come into vogue in describing
congressional Democrats—no offense to invertebrates.

Nazis and Their Enablers
azis an eir Ena ers/

You don't have to be a Nazi. You can just be, well, a sheep.

In his journal, Sebastian Haffner decries what he calls the “sheepish
submissiveness” with which the German people reacted to a 9/11-like event,
the burning of the German Parliament (Reichstag) on Feb. 27, 1933.

Haffner finds it quite telling that none of his acquaintances “saw anything out ¢
the ordinary in the fact that, from then on, one’s telephone would be tapped,
one’s letters opened, and one's desk might be broken into.”

But it is for the cowardly politicians that Haffner reserves his most vehement
condemnation. Do you see any contemporary parallels here?

In the elections of March 4, 1933, shortly after the Reichstag fire, the Nazi par
garnered only 44 percent of the vote. Only the “cowardly treachery” of the
Social Democrats and other parties to whom 56 percent of the German people
had entrusted their votes made it possible for the Nazis to seize full power.

http://www.consortiumnews.com/2007/122707a.html 12/27/2007



1Ldage U ulLl v
5

Haffner adds:

“Itis in the final analysis only that betrayal that explains the almost inexplicabl:
fact that a great nation, which cannot have consisted entirely of cowards, fell
into ignominy without a fight.”

The Social Democratic leaders betrayed their followers—"for the most part
decent, unimportant individuals.” In May, the party leaders sang the Nazi
anthem; in June the Social Democratic party was dissolved.

The middle-class Catholic party Zentrum folded in less than a month, and in tr
end supplied the votes necessary for the two-thirds majority that “legalized”
Hitler's dictatorship.

As for the right-wing conservatives and German nationalists: “Oh God,” writes
Haffner, “what an infinitely dishonorable and cowardly spectacle their leaders
made in 1933 and continued to make afterward. ... They went along with
everything: the terror, the persecution of Jews. ... They were not even bothere
when their own party was banned and their own members arrested.”

In sum: “There was not a single example of energetic defense, of courage or
principle. There was only panic, flight, and desertion. In March 1933, millions
were ready to fight the Nazis. Overnight they found themselves without leader
... Atthe moment of truth, when other nations rise spontaneously to the
occasion, the Germans collectively and limply collapsed. They yielded and
capitulated, and suffered a nervous breakdown. ... The result is today the
nightmare of the rest of the world.”

This is what can happen when virtually all are intimidated.
Our Founding Fathers were not oblivious to this: thus, James Madison:
i believe there are more instances of the abridgement of freedom of the peop
;’ by gradual and silent encroachments by those in power than by violent and

| sudden usurpations. ... The means of defense against foreign danger
* historically have become the instruments of tyranny at home.”

=\
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We cannot say we weren't warned.

Ray McGovern works with Tell the Word, the publishing arm of the
ecumenical Church of the Saviour in Washington, DC. A former Army
officer and CIA analyst, he worked in Germany for five years; he is co-
founder of Veteran Intelligence Professionals for Sanity.

To comment at Consortiumblog, click here. (To make a blog comment
about this or other stories, you can use your normal e-mail address and
password. Ignore the prompt for a Google account.) To comment to us b
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e-mail, click here. To donate so we can continue reporting and publishin:
stories like the one you just read, click here.
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Consortiumnews.com is a product of The Consortium for Independent Journalism, Inc., a non-profit organization th
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