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Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
Goneral Counsel 
Tho Presidcnt 9 s Commission 
200 M~yland Avenue~ M. E. 
Washington 1 D. c. 
Doa:r Mr. Rankin: 

1 - Belmont 
/ J. - Mohr 

~
\.°' v/i = ~~::~h ~J 
L 1 - Rosen /. \ 

.• t'f, 1 - Sullivan /) 0 /
1
.~ 

\}J ~ -·~ 1 - Malley A JIJF 
~ ./.d"" rr 1 - Cadigan / /f 

() ~ • April 10, 1964 ~ I 
V ~/~COURIER SERVICE _ 111\'u 

W- Cunningh am \ \J\Y"'. 
1 - Branigan i~h J 
1 - Lenihan &U....,,~1n 
1 - Mail Room ~ 

1 - Gheesling · \J)\;, / ! 

nofcrcnce is made to rour letter dated March S, 1964, 
which requested that certain investigation be conducted by this 
Bureau bas0d on tho Cor.1mission ~s rovicw of the testimony of 
!~flrina Onwald before tho Comr.1:i.soion. 

Thero a .. ~o enclosed for your information two c opies of 
a m0r.10randun captioned "Lee f;1~,:vo:, Oswald, " dc.ted April 1, 1964, 
at ~llr"n, 'rc:1:.:is, which cont ::d.ns the results of our investigation 
concernia:; i tom number one t:.n d i tcm nur.1bor throe ill your letter. 
With reference to item number one you requested that efforts be 
made to locate 11 two thick books on the history of the 
United Stutes" which t~o.rina Omnild stated Lee Harvey Oswald 
carefully rco.d ·when they resided on Elsbeth Street, in Dallas t 
'l'exas. Xn conn cc tion with i ten numoor three you requested that 
investigation be conducted :tn the Love Field area. in an effort 
to develop inform~tion showin0 Oswald's practice with his 1·:i~'. le 
and his pm.·chase of U..7!'!."!!uni tion. 

Tho enclosed memo1•andum identifies the two history 
boo1.-;:s as Volume 'J!. and Volur,1e !! of "'The Outline of History" by 
II. G. Wells and thc3e books have been assigned E"Jidence Itein 
Number D-181 and D-185, rezpccti vely. E:t:C;-ilino:tion of those two 
booli:.s disclosed thv..t no m;;:.rr;inal notations, intorlineations c>r 
any other e:id::rancous l':'..ar!dngs were :founcl, oxco:pt a f cw scribbled 
roarl:ings in red t,ere notod on pages 728 and 729 of D-185. A one­
quo . .rtei" inch (~pp:t·oximu.tely) black mark was also noted in tho 
left margin on page 968 of D-135. 
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Honorable J. Lee Fwmkin 

Enclozed nro tho two books, together with two sets 
o:f three photographs of each book which show the front cover; 
tha be ... ck cover a 11.d the spine o:f each book. 

With reference to itom number three of your letter 
d~ tod March 3 11 l9G4 » the one losed memorandur11 reveals tl1a t only 
t wo sources of 6.5 M/M Mannlichcr-Carcano, Vlestorn Cartridge 
Company, rumnunition wore located in the Dallas - Irving, Te:xa:s, 
area . These sources nro ?Sa.sen' s Gun Shop, 7 402 Harry Hines 
Doulcvard, Dallas, and The Gun Shop, 11448 Harry llines · 
Boulevard, Dallasg Texas. 

On March 26, 1964, two boxes~ 20 rounds each, of 
6.5 U/M Mnnnlicher-Carcano, Wcst.orn Caxtrid1.;e Company, 
ai-n.i~unition were obtained a,.~d furniGhed to tho FBI Laboratory. 
One of these boxos , which contained cartridges loaded with 
huntin~-type bullets (soft point), was obtained from 
John Themas Hasen O owner, Mao on° s Gun Shop. 'l'he othor box, 
containing cartridges loaded with military-type bullets, was 
ob t ained from John n. Brinegar :i ,:;wne1• p The Gun Shop. It has 
been ascertained that the cart1·idgco in the box obtained from 
Uasen vrere comprised of Western e. 5 ivr1. Mannlichcr-Carcano 
cartridge cases which are the ca.no in all observable, physical ( 
characteristics a.,:; the CG, C7 n.nd C33 cn:rtridge cases found i:Cl 
th0 Tc::m.s School Book Dcposito:i!;l. Th0 bullets lo::idod into \ 
these cartridges rw:·e nsoit point" lu.mtlng-type bullets and ar,a 
not th<9 same as the assassin~t:1..on bullet. Tho cartridges 
cout~ined in the box obtained fr,:,211 Ih.•:l.nogar are tho samo in a.11 
obsei·vable, physical characteristics as the cru.·tridges rcpres,ented 
by the uss~sinn.tion bullet .~;:-).d. ·ou11Ht fragments, Cl tlu·ough 1ca ~ 
end the CG, C1 n.nd C38 car tr !dge c H[l~s, as we 11 as the CS \-. . , ) 
cru."'triclge :frorr:1. tho Cl4 rii'le. E-c,:i.r.d:iation of the cartridges ~

1 in these two boxes revealed nothlnr:~ to it\d:l.cate whether or no·t n/A/,.J,, . 
the U.'!lr1mni tion used in the a::rnn.s.:;tiuation came from with~ of yv\t;.{ 
the above-mentiorwd sources. .,..~ 

This concludes our :i1n.v,a,stigation ot the six items 
requested in your letter of liP • .rc:ti 3, 1064. 

Encl osures - 15 

NOTE: 

Sincerely yours, 

Items -2, 4, 5 and 6 referred to in the Commission's 
letter were previously handled by Bureau letters to the 

- 2 - ' 
(NOTE CONTINUED PAGE ·,3·.· ) 



I ... , . . ,. . . . '?r 

Ri:!. RERRJ ,.iilJ;!llt NATl©N.AL ARGHIVES .- - -- -N. "' _ ,.6(JFK ACT) 
Aiv, L,-,__,c.- _,,,..,£ Pi!-2 

Honorable "J. Lee Rankin 

NOTE CONTINUED: 

Commission and this completes our investigation of the 6 requests 
contained in the Commission's letter of 3/3/64. We obtained the 
two history books frora.~Robert Oswald, brother of Lee Harvey Oi:;wald. 
He had previously obtained same from the Ruth Paine residence on 
12/8/63. Concerning item number 3, attached 23-page Dallas 
memorandum shows extensive and thorough additional i nvestigation 
has been conducted in accordance with the Commission's r eques t arid 
no information was developed to show where Lee Harvey Oswald had 
practiced with his rifle or purchased ammunition for same. 
laboratory Supervisor Cadigan examined t he two history books, and 
Laboratory Supervisor Cunningham examined the two boxes of 
cartridges. Mr. Belmont and Mr. Malley have reviewed the enclosed 
Dallas memorandum. ,. 
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