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McCloy asked, "Do we talk to Mrs. Oswald and whab is this we see
in thes newspapers about Mrs, Oswald being exaud.md by the Commission?"

Rankin's answer was, "We are plenning to uanﬂ.m hey and it is on
the agzenda,"” :

McCloy changed his vrejoinder in midsentence: "How people like
Tsaac levine - then about visiting the scene of the crime,"

(The Commission often talked about visiting the soene of the orime,
as it should have, immediately; but one way ‘or mbﬂur, Rankin or Dulles
talked them out of it until late, May 2k, 196Y, Just before the tiwe it
sppec Led to complete its vork,) ‘ |

Mention of Iseac Don Levine in this "'!op Secrdty session and in
gnis fLashion interests me in partiouhr. A fr!.ond of his who then was the
executive editor of a publishing house vo which I had submitted WHITEWASH
in 1965 esked me if I'd objest to Lovine mdin; &t. Th!.a executive's
uritten opinion of my book is thias

Personally, I think it oould huo a vory bis ule in this country

. »+ In Burope, where everyone believes there was a conspiracy, there
$s every reason to expect the book uould be 8 butaollov.

with this advance prediction of & ts.dy mﬂt. huud on publhhing
considerations only, from the man whose job it was to know, who had read
the boolk, the decision was adverse, Isaac Don idvino gets around,

The second time MeCloy mentioned hJ.a mmo. it wes to say, "I think
this fellow Levine is trying to pep it up.! Bmki.n was ever ready to con-
dition Commission thinking and steer it aul,' m 1ts proper ocourse. Hs
deprecated this way, "I think they have e nttl.o more ses (sim) in and all
those things in it." Dulles then wanted to tnow. "Is he in touoh with her,
closely in touch with her? Isaac Don lavinﬂ"

MoCloy "heard this through Life mgsim and they were throwing in
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this note she wes saying, giving evidence that she was going to putmevi-
dence in this thing he was a Soviet agent,"

Dulles's revelation of friendship withvthn man whose career is based
on anti-Communism 1s not surprising for the former head of the CIA, who has
an ldentical career¥ "I can get him in and have a friendly telk, I have
known him," :

| Dulles never did say what there was to talk about. Presumsbly, it
was about Oswald as a Russian'agont. seoningly a forthooming Levine-Marina
manufacture, All available indications are to the ocontrary, which can ex-
plain Dulles's indirection., He, hbovo all, was anxious that there be no
talk of Oswald as any kind of an agent, '

Wise o0ld Richard Russell drew upon hia rich experience in the Senate,
where he headed military affairs end as a 1ap dog watohdossod the CIA: "That
will blow the 1id 1f she testifies to that.y ‘

The only commenf was the immediate ono’ot the chairman: "All right.V

Nonethsless, this Commission took ovdry tantaay Marina wove as the
truth, never asked her or him of Issac Don L.itna'a contributions to her

knowledge and recollections end, in faot, largely based its Report on her,
dhe was, far and away, the wajor witness in langth of her testimony. It
and she ran on for days and days. ‘

There was no further discussion, here or elsewhere, of Levine or how
what 1id would “"blow off"., Russell's observation, move of a threat, remains
ambiguous. Did he mean off the story of the assamlnation? That is as un-
likely as the Russians having anything %o dolﬁlih'OBNald. although there
are other, if unsubstantial, hints of his working for them, Did he mean of
Harina's oredibility? If so, it was f§oo maoh,, sha neveyr was credible.

The Commission knew she changed her stories to suit its varying conveniences,

sWore to what was not true.
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