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4pril 6, 1964

i Ionorable J. Loo Donlin

' G2uoral Caounsold

; Tho -‘C"*Cﬂ“t ¢ Conuisaion
! 230 llaryland Avozwo, N, E.
! Wachington, D. C,

Poar 'r. Rankin:
Your lotier dated Mareh 25, 1054, transriited srocifice

qguestlona positai: ing to the ‘*vcatiTagion ol Loe Inrvoy Oowald

prior o the anoocsinntion of Presideont Lecoanedy and x ~°q“°3t°TQH

a rcazoned 1res "cnyo to each question.

LT trno oulset, I wish fo o-shasize that tho facts
vallzEkle o thd T conccrnln~ Loo Lnwwey Oowald nrior to
t“o ;;;:salh alion did mot sugrcst 4in any wvoy that ho was,
or wauld Do, a threat to Mrosidont Kbnncn7° noxr wero thoy such
ac 1o requiro the NI to infora the Socrel Lorvice of hlgo.
rrensonzo in Dollags or kis Cﬁp*oy~*n~ at tho Texas Echool
ook Lzpository. (‘J

emnlg g

The Cowald eose was one o mo ‘ny thousands of

investisative matiors handled by tho r2I. Iur ing the fiscal

yeni ending June IC, 12G3, tha IDI handlead C:S'v7l inveotigativo
roatiors in tho cr*r‘uh., civil end gocuriity ficlds. Tho o3 ttent, -
aepth and weoeiney of cach invest: catlon nz2cencarily 4 dependoent
oa tho avallakls fact i L"o cr2o. 4 file concorninz Cowald
wWas cponed at tho tinoe nevwnsnnnorg reported hilg dofoction to
ianois in 1659 for th :;‘aw 0% corralating inzorzntion
ingemiclr 25 ko wng co ; rou o pc:slolo socurity »3ick in tho
cvenl ho roturnsd to ountyry. thken we 10““&0& in 123
that hig rothor was © rg iln rorey, wo intsrvicwod her end
his Lrother, ahert Co d, to determino tho reason. Axain. -
in 1860 nvestigation w;s concucted to dotermine if ho wo 3 4n
widteorland ags Ua vore adviced o contenplated ~nrollipy in
& college thore "“3 investination was re-instituted at the
tine of btio ro Lrn Vo tho United Stateg in 2082, and ho wes
intervicved on tvo occng4oh~ in 1752 in an elfiort to ascortain
4 i2 ho Lad been roc ted by tho Sovict intel]
! and to ovaluato hi::. a5 a possiblo security Sﬁ‘ :
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Tho fzventigation weae continved in 1903 when 4t was
reported that Cev:ld had corrcsponded with "IThe Worker,™ an
exat cosrt comminist newapaper, :rd 1t wam also reported be
vas engagod in activities on whelf of tho feir Pley for
Cubm Conoitice (IiC). Thim fnvestigntion wes 4n progrecs
whon be ¥rs reported dn October, 1750, ta be fa contact with
tho Sovict Exbaczy in Mezice, and oa Hovenbeor 18, 1637, ie = g
contact with tho NBoviet Fruleawy dn Tasmhinzton, De Co The
purpose of the davestisstion wis to detersine the extent of

bis activitics om bolalf of tle FFCOC and tho reasons for
contacts wita the Soviet kmbaasles. ' i;l({ 3

In ghort, CGewald k2d gone to the 2oviet Union o2
the are of minctoon ati attepnted (0 rerouncs fis Amorican
eitizcunhip, Ea bid recanted; his pasnport hzd been rotursed
to him arnd bo had beon perndtind by the Lepartzont of Biate

to retorn to the Usited Ltatos m3 an Amerlicaa citizen. _
After bim returs, be had subzorived to "Ihe Workor," had ¥
divirituted pawpklets. for tke FICC and had adeitted publiclp
that be wos & Harxist. Ko b2d been 4n coctact with the
Soviet Esbassy in Pashirgton, . C.) and At was reported,
but not confirmed, that he had bovn in covtact with tho
Soviet Lebamsy in Boxfco, The yeason for hin contacts with
the Cavict Dninr lew was poszibly te oblaln visas to re-enter
the Saviet Unlon. As preovioucly indicated, his activities as
kaown &t the tiwe of tho messsriantion did pbot sursest in any
way thet ko wam a dangcrous gulverclve; that he wza viels . ing ;
gyy Federal law; or that be reprosonted & throxt to the
pereonnl safety of the Preosident, Ghere weas £o bawis for :
the YL t5 kEecp him under conxtast obmervation, In the -
atwance of any dnformation shoviag Oswrald to be a possible
threat to the I'resicent, tBore wasm po bhasiw to fuform the fé;

U

8ccret Lorvice eonceraiag Osveld’s premence or cuployment im
Dellias, Ter ag, . eddL T H

The suevers to your gpecific @guestiocas are set Logrth
in the attacood momorandum with thoe exceplien of guestions
22, 28 and 292 which are belsg furninhed to you by separate .
eommanicetion wiace our answers Linvolve classified Anforma bd

S8incorely yours,

Buclognre W he ]



