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SUBJECT: TFidel Castra's Speech S .

’

1., TFidel Castro's two-hour spesesch on 23 MNa- f
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. vember, which he termed an "“gbjective analyvsis™ of !
the 1npl:catldns of Fresident Kernﬂd*'s ASSHSTIOR~

tion, reflected apprerension fhat Us pelicy toward
Cuba may ncw become cven tougher, Castre sald the -
President’s death was “'sericus and bad ners™ which
could lead frcm "a bkad situaticon to a worse situa-—
tion," Heé pointed out that President Fennndy

“4=alleged-promise not to inwvade Cuba had be strongly.
attacked by those "ultrareactioraries™ in tﬁe United
States who, he said, now are using the assassinaticu-
to create a cllmate of “anti-Soviet, anti-~Culan hys- . .
teria' designed ta pressure thke new Presidert teoward 4
a Cuban policy "highly prejudicial to the interests
of peace and of mankind,"

w 2, Castro declared that the assassimation can
~only benefit '"those ultrarightist and ultrarza2ciion-
ary sectors, amcng which President Eempedr cculd act
be counted." These '"mnst reacticrary forces are now ..
breaking lcose within the United States,”™ ke declaxed.
President Kennedy was a stroag president whe was sbl2 |
to control these pressurss, but the pew US Fresldsnt,
because of the circumstances inkerent in his az3svrp~
tion of ‘the presidency, will not have the same strength

and authority, Castro said. ——

3, Castro then read a serises 8§ US nows des~
‘patches referring to the Castro-Communist 2ffilia-—-
tions of Lee Harvey Oswald, He said this was 211
part of the "reacticmary'" effcri te create 2 cliwate
of "anti-Soviet, anti-Cuhen hysteria" ia the United
States, This cliﬁatb of hysteria, he said, is de-
signed to face the new President with an 1rrraLst~b7°
pressure toward a 'mors aggressive policy.”
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N Castro devoted considerable time to an
attempt to fhrow doubt on the guilt of th= accused
assassin and to insinuate that Oswald, whetker
guilty or innocent, was actually a tool of the ex-
treme rightists. "Is he really guilty? IXs he a
scapegoat? 1Is he a psychopath? Or is he perhaps .
a tool of the most reactionary US circles? VWho -
is this man? Why did he go into action precisely
when circumstances were least favorable for a left-
wing fanatic to assassinate the US President?”

5. Castro stated that his investigation of
the "reports, statements, and publicity" on the
Fair Play for Cuba Committee in the United States
failed to indilcate that there was any chapter inm-
Dallas or New Orleans, and that "we never in our
1ife heard of him (Oswald).'" Castro referred to

© ' US press reports on Oswald's attempt last summer’

to "infiltrate!'" the anti-Castro Student Revolution-

»u-emary Directorate (DRE) in the US and to DRE state—

ments that Oswald was thought at that time to be

"an agent of the FBI or tHe CIA.," They (the DRE:
leaders) must know, because they have many dealings -
_ with them, what FBI:iand CIA agents look like, ™
Castro stated, A '
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. B Castro then declared that, while Oswald
may or may not be guilty, it is nevertheless possi-
ble that he was "an agent for the CIA or the FBI, as
those people suspected"” and could have been "2 tool
of the most reactionary sectors which may have been .
hatching a sinister plan, which may have plotted the-
assassination of Kennedy because they disagreed witk
his'international policy.... What is behind all
this? What sinister maneuver are they hatching be-
hind all this? Who can be responsible for the as-
sassination of President Kennedy? And who benefits .
from the assassination...except the worst reaction-
arieS?" ! " s . &
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7. Castro warned 'that .it is not possible at
this point to answer these questicms, '"but we do
say that it s suspect, that we must be cautious
and vigilant and alert.”" Castro closed with the
usual expressions of confidence that the Cubans will
be ready to meet any new crisis with resolution.
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